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REPORT. 


To  the  Souafe  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Conimon- 

wealth  of  Pennsylvania: 
» 

Gentlemen:  By  the  act  of  May  8,  1854,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the 
Legislature  an  annual  report,  containing  a  full  account  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  common  schools  in  the  State,  the  expenditure  of  the  system 
during  the  year,  estimates  of  sums  requisite  for  the  ensuing  year,  the 
whole  number  of  pupils,  the  cost  of  teaching  each,  the  number  of  dis- 
tricts, plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  system  and  all  such  matters 
relating  to  the  concerns  of  common  schools  and  to  the  duties  of  his 
office  as  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  communicate. 

From  the  tables  which  are  made  a  part  of  this  report  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  number  of  school  districts  has  reached  2,482,  that  the 
total  enrollment  of  pupils  during  the  year  ending  June  7th,  was 
1,109,872,  the  average  monthly  cost  per  pupil  was  in  Philadelphia 
12.26  and  for  the  State  outside  of  Philadelphia  |1.22,  and  the  total 
expenditure  was  $19,618,187.09.  Of  this  amount  were  expended 
$3,688,604.36  for  building  purposes  and  |15,929,582.73  for  mainte- 
nance. The  last  item  includes  |1,113,379.02  which  was  expended  for 
text  books  and  supplies. 

If  the  present  efficiency  of  the  school  system  is  not  to  be  im- 
paired, similar  sums  must  be  raised  during  the  coming  year  and  in 
some  instances  at  least  a  part  of  the  money  must  be  more  wisely 
expended.  The  loan  authorized  by  the  voters  of  Philadelphia  will,  it 
is  hoped,  suffice  to  finish  the  Boys'  High  School  and  to  erect  other 
much  needed  school  buildings. 

The  school  authorities  of  that  city  seem  to  be  constantly  embar- 
rassed by  their  lack  of  power  to  specify  how  much  money  in  addition 
to  the  State  appropriation  shall  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
schools.  Outside  of  Philadelphia  the  directors  have  power  either 
to  levy  taxes  for  the  erection  of  school  buildings  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  schools  or  to  specify  what  amounts  shall  be  raised 
for  school  purposes  in  the  annual  tax  levy.     This  is  undoubtedly  the 
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best  school  law  upon  the  statute  books  of  Pennsylvania.  Where  the 
school  money  must  be  obtained  by  the  vote  of  men  who  are  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  conduct  of  the  schools,  we  may  expect  to  hear  of 
pupils  on  half  time  at  school,  of  children  for  whom  there  are  no  school 
seats  and  of  school  buildings  whose  sanitary  condition  is  very  un- 
satisfactory. 

The  tax  rate  is  no  just  basis  for  comparing  the  liberality  of  dif- 
ferent districts  in  the  support  of  the  schools.  Where  property  is 
assessed  at  its  real  value  the  maximum  of  thirteen  mills  for  main- 
tenance and  of  an  additional  amount  for  building  purposes  equal  to 
the  tax  for  maintenance,  is  high  enough  to  satisfy  any  reasonable 
demands.  The  fact  that  in  some  sections  of  the  State  the  county 
assessment  is  much  below  the  real  value  of  the  property  taxable  for 
school  purposes,  has  been  a  source  of  embarrassment;  and  partial 
relief  will  be  afforded  by  the  act  of  May  2oth,  1897,  prescribing  that 
in  cities  of  the  third  class  where  the  school  district  comprises  the 
same  territory  as  the  city,  the  taxes  for  school  and  school  building 
purposes  shall  be  levied  on  the  assessment  made  for  city  pur- 
poses. Further  relief  is  given  to  cities  and  boroughs  by  the  act 
of  May  26th,  1897,  specifying  that  the  tax  heretofore  known  as  the 
building  tax  may  also  be  applied  "(a)  for  purchasing  grounds; 
(b)  for  erecting  and  furnishing  buildings;  (c)  for  the  accumula- 
tion of  a  fund  for  purchasing  grounds  and  erecting  buildings;  (d) 
for  the  payment  of  a  debt  contracted  in  purchasing  ground  and 
erecting  buildings;  (e)  for  completing  improvements  in  school 
buildings  contemplated  at  the  time  of  their  erection;  (f)  for  fenc- 
ing and  improving  grounds  in  connection  with  the  erection  of 
buildings;  (g)  for  the  payment  of  the  expense  of  fuel  used  in  the 
heating  of  buildings;  (h)  for  the  payment  of  the  expense  of  janitors 
employed  to  care  for  school  buildings."  (See  P.  L.,  page  95,  sec- 
tion 33.) 

Another  source  of  embarrassment  was  removed  by  the  last  Legis- 
lature. The  act  of  April  18,  1895,  limited  the  indebtedness  of  munici- 
palities to  two  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  valuation.  The  act  of 
May  11,  1897,  restored  the  former  limit  of  seven  per  cent.,  up  to  which 
the  indebtedness  may  be  increased  by  a  vote  of  the  people.  Provision 
is  also  made  for  the  redemption  of  outstanding  obligations  by  an- 
nual taxes  within  a  period  not  exceeding  thirty  years.  It  is  at  all 
times  a  question  how  far  the  policy  of  ''mortgaging  future  genera- 
tions" should  be  carried  in  the  making  of  loans  for  public  improve- 
ments. Tt  is  to  some  extent  justifiable  to  make  loans  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  sanitary  and  comfortable  school  buildings,  because  the 
chief  benefits  accrue  to  those  who  may  be  compelled  to  pay  the  larger 
part  of  the  obligation.  In  all  the  cities  whose  industries  are  thriving, 
the  school  i»opulation  grows  rapidly  and  is  constantly  spreading  into 
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new  sections  so  that  the  most  ample  powers  are  needed  by  the 
school  authorities  and  the  most  prudent  foresight  must  be  exercised 
if  all  the  children  are  to  be  provided  with  good  educational  facil- 
ities. 

UNWISE  EXPENDITURE   OF   SCHOOL  FUNDS. 

In  one  direction  the  powers  of  school  boards  might  be  wisely 
limited  by  new  legislation,  namely,  in  the  maximum  which  can  be 
expended  upon  apparatus  for  the  ungraded  schools. 

When  the  secretary  of  a  school  board  begins  his  minutes  by  say- 
ing: ''The  fool  (full)  board  met,"  we  smile  and  call  him  illiterate. 
But  when  on  the  same  page  we  read  that  four  of  the  six  members 
voted  to  buy  for  each  school  a  set  of  wooden  blocks  at  thirty-two 
dollars  and  a  half  per  set,  also  a  set  of  relief  maps  at  one  hundred 
dollars  per  set,  involving  an  expenditure  sufficient  to  increase  the 
school  term  to  nine  or  ten  months,  we  perceive  that  the  spelling  of 
the  secretary  was  an  outburst  of  righteous  indignation.  When  a 
school  board  pays  upwards  of  thirty  dollars  for  apparatus  that  was 
for  years  offered  to  them  at  seventeen  dollars,  there  is  room  for 
the  suspicion  of  dishonesty  as  well  as  of  folly.  The  Lancaster  In- 
quirer exposed  the  crookedness  of  one  agent  who  offered  checks 
varying  from  twenty  to  seventy-five  dollars  to  directors  in  case  they 
would  vote  to  purchase  for  each  school  the  mathematical  blocks 
which  he  was  selling.  In  other  instances  the  superintendents  have 
saved  the  taxpayers  thousands  of  dollars  by  exposing  the  agents  and 
driving  them  out  of  the  county. 

It  would  of  course  be  unjust  to  brand  as  dishonest  all  directors  of 
districts  in  which  the  school  funds  have  been  unwisely  expended. 
But  it  is  well  to  note  that  this  waste  of  the  school  funds  in  the  pur- 
chase of  maps,  globes,  charts  and  blocks  at  extravagant  prices  is 
mostly  confined  to  certain  well  known  rural  districts.  The  policy 
of  the  cities  and  larger  boroughs  is  very  different.  The  following 
figures  taken  at  random  from  those  furnished  upon  inquiry,  are  very 
significant. 

Amount  per  school  ei- 
SCHOOL  DISTRICT  .  pended  for  globes, 

maps,  charts  and  blocks. 

Wilkes-Barre, $1  12 

Lancaster,  average  for  last  year, 79 

Lancaster,  average  for  four  years, 1  55 

Lancaster,  highest  average  was  in  1893, 3  05 

Norristown,  average  for  four  years,  ....'. 1  62 

York,  average  for  four  years, 37 

Pottstown,  average  for  three  3' ears, 1  26 

Scranton,  average  for  three  years 88 

Williamsport,  average  for  last  year, 1  16 
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The  highest  average  expenditure  for  apparatus  for  schools  below 
the  high  school,  reported  from  any  city,  was  $8.00.  At  several  of 
the  State  Normal  Schools  the  students  who  are  preparing  to  teach, 
are  taught  how  to  cut  out  of  paper,  and  fashion  out  of  wood  the  forms 
which  they  need  to  teach  drawing  and  mensuration.*  All  the  appara- 
tus which  is  needed  in  the  elementary  schools,  can  be  purchased  at 
low  prices.  The  best  teachers  prefer  the  maps  of  a  text  book  ten  inches 
from  the  eyes  of  the  pupil  to  the  wall  maps  ten  to  twenty  feet  away 
from  the  class.  The  average  relief  map  must  exaggerate  the  base 
and  elevation  of  the  mountains  as  well  as  narrow  the  valleys  out  of 
all  proportion  to  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  continents;  other- 
wise these  elevations  cannot  be  seen  by  the  pupils  as  clearly  as  the 
printed  representations  of  the  mountains  on  comparatively  inexpen- 
sive maps.  Moreover,  in  the  best  schools  the  pupils  are  taught  to 
draw  upon  the  blackboards  the  maps  which  are  needed  from  day  to 
day.  Thus  the  hand  is  trained  whilst  a  more  lasting  impression  is 
made  upon  the  mind.  The  facts  of  mathematical  geography  which 
can  be  grasped  by  pupils  in  the  intermediate  and  grammar  grades, 
can  be  well  taught  from  a  globe  costing  fifty  cents.  High  priced  ap- 
paratus is  almost  useless  except  in  the  hands  of  high  priced  teachers; 
and  these  the  rural  districts  cannot  secure  after  wasting  their  school 
funds  in  the  purchase  of  globes,  maps,  charts  and  blocks  at  extrava- 
gant prices.  Hence  it  would  be  wise  to  limit  the  annual  amount 
which  can  be  spent  in  this  way,  as  is  done  in  the  states  of  Iowa, 
Michigan  and  New  York.  This  would  not  hinder  the  honest  director 
in  his  effort  to  improve  the  schools;  and  it  would  leave  no  margin 
above  cost  and  expenses  out  of  which  dishonest  directors  could  be 
bribed  to  buy  apparatus  that  can  not  be  sold  upon  its  merits. 

Often  the  directors  who  consent  to  such  purchases,  step  out  of  office 
before  the  debt  is  paid  or  provided  for.  This  throws  upon  their  succes- 
sors the  odium  of  increasing  the  tax  rate  and  sometimes  causes  a  short- 
ening of  the  school  term,  the  reduction  of  teachers'  salaries,  and  the 
departure  of  the  best  teachers  to  other  districts.  To  guard  against 
this  abuse  the  proposed  law^  should  specify  that  all  maps,  charts, 
globes,  mathematical  blocks  and  other  apparatus  must  be  paid  out 
of  moneys  received  during  the  year  in  which  the  purchase  is  made, 
and  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  school  board  or  board  of  con- 
trol to  purchase  maps,  charts,  globes,  mathematical  blocks  and 
other  apparatus  out  of  funds  to  be  raised  by  local  taxation  in  subse- 
quent years  or  out  of  appropriations  to  be  received  from  the  State  in 
any  school  year  subsequent  to  the  school  year  in  which  the  purchase 
is  made. 

In  saying  that  the  purchase  of  school  apparatus  at  exorbitant 
prices  is  mostly  confined  to  rural  districts,  it  is  not  intended  to  pass 
sentence  of  condemnation  upon  the  great  majority  of  directors  out- 
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side  of  (he  cities  and  larger  boroughs.  Nor  would  any  one,  except 
a  demagogue,  argue  'aiat  the  passage  of  laws  to  prevent  the  waste  of 
school  money  is  a  reflection  upon  the  integrity  of  directors  generally. 
Honest  oflScials  never  feel  the  legal  restrictions  designed  to  curb  dis- 
honest men.  To  remove  the  opportuliiHes  for  bribery  and  for  the  un- 
wise expenditure  of  the  public  money,  is  a  patriotic  duty  from  which 
no  legislator  should  try  to  escape. 

THE    STATE    APPROPRIATION. 

The  fact  that  our  school  appropriation  was  gradmilly  increased  until 
it  reached  the  magnificent  sum  of  five  and  a  half  million  dollars,  has 
occasioned  favorable  comment  among  statesmen  and  educators  else- 
where and  given  us  front  rank  in  State  support  of  the  public  schools. 
It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  public  sentiment  has  fully  justified  the 
Legislature  in  not  diminishing  for  the  next  two  years  the  amount 
heretofore  set  apart  for  educational  purposes.  The  new  legislation 
on  compulsor}-  attendance  at  school  has  imposed  new  duties  and 
new  burdens  upon  the  school  districts.  Free  textbooks  have  en- 
abled the  youth  who  could  not  find  regular  employment  to  attend 
school  for  a  longer  time;  and  this  has  led  to  a  larger  enrollment 
and  occasional  crowding  in  the  upper  grades  and  to  the  necessity 
of  employing  additional  teachers.  During  periods  of  financial  de- 
pression the  rural  districts  need  State  aid  more  than  at  any  other 
time.  Moreover,  with  the  return  of  better  times  the  argument  for 
reducing  the  State  appropriation  should  cease  to  have  any  weight 
with  members  of  the  Legislature.  For  in  school  affairs  it 
IS  easy  to  distinguish  the  policy  of  the  statesman  from  that  of 
the  politician.  The  politician  looks  forward  to  the  next  election, 
the  statesman  to  the  next  generation.  The  statesman  thinks  of 
the  future  of  the  Commonwealth  and  of  the  Republic;  hence 
there  is  no  interest  dearer  to  his  heart  than  the  education  of  the 
people.  The  mere  politician  is  sometimes  willing  to  reduce  the  ap- 
propriation to  schools  so  that  more  money  may  be  set  apart  for  pur- 
poses dearer  to  his  heart;  but  public  sentiment  is  rapidly  advancing 
tow'ards  a  point  where  a  vote  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  the  pub- 
lic schools  or  any  other  act  calculated  to  harm  our  school  system, 
will  mean  political  burial. 

THE  NEW  METHOD  OP  DISTRIBUTION. 

Of  the  most  far  reaching  consequence  to  all  the  schools,  is  the 
new  method  of  distributing  the  annual  appropriation.  The  appro- 
priation which  is  paid  to  the  districts  during  the  current  year,  is, 
of  course,  distributed  under  the  old  law,  and  the  injustice  due  to 
errors  in  the  return  of  taxables  from  several  counties  has  been  ad- 
justed ^as  far  as  possible.  Since  under  the  new  law  one-third  of  the 
appropriation  will  continue  to  be  distributed  upon  the  basis  of  the 
number  of  taxables,  it  is  the  interest  of  every  taxpayer  to  see  that  a 
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correct  return  is  made  through  the  Commissioners'  office  to  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction,  The  number  of  paid  teachers  regu- 
larly employed,  which  forms  the  basis  for  the  distribution  of  another 
third  of  the  appropriation,  is  easily  obtained,  since  it  excludes  from 
the  count  of  teachers  those  who  are  employed  as  substitutes  or  to 
fill  vacancies  occurring  during  the  year  for  which  the  appropriation 
was  made.  But  the  enumeration  of  the  children  of  school  age  be- 
tween six  and  sixteen  years,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  distribution 
of  the  remaining  third,  will  require  greater  care.  The  form  of  the 
blanks  for  this  enumeration  was  prepared  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  and  in  accordance  with  the  written  opinion  of 
the  Attorney  General,  the  State  Superintendent  caused  the  same  to 
be  forwarded  at  the  expense  of  the  State  to  the  County  Commissioners 
of  the  several  counties  for  distribution  to  the  Assessors.  This  enum- 
eration should  not  be  confounded  with  the  enumeration  of  persons 
required  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  making  attendance  at  school 
compulsory. 

No  one  can  tell  how  the  several  districts  will  be  affected  by  this 
change  until  the  three  kinds  of  returns  have  been  made  and  tab- 
ulated. It  is  generally  believed  that  under  the  new  method  more 
money  will  be  paid  to  the  rural  districts.  That  the  cities  and  larger 
boroughs  have  a  financial  interest  in  the  efficiency  of  the  rural  schools, 
is  evident  upon  a  moment's  reflection.  If  those  who  flock  to  the  cen- 
tres of  population  as  soon  as  their  school  days  have  ended,  are  well 
educated,  they  become  not  only  better  citizens,  but  also  better  con- 
sumers and  better  producers.  The  ignorant  as  a  rule  drift  into  the 
class  of  unskilled  laborers,  and  live  in  homes-  lacking  the  con- 
veniences and  comforts  of  modern  life.  The  educated  aspire  to 
homes  supplied  with  the  comforts,  the  conveniences  and,  to  some 
extent,  the  luxuries  of  the  highest  civilization.  If  those  who  remain 
on  the  farm  are  well  educated  they  will  lead  a  richer,  fuller  life  and 
buy  more  of  that  which  the  city  makes,  imports  and  sells.  Hence 
every  man  who  has  a  financial  interest  at  all,  has  a  financial  interest 
in  the  efficiency  of  the  country  schools. 

OTHER  NEW  LEGISLATION. 

Of  superlative  importance  are  the  amendments  to  the  law  making 
attendance  at  school  compulsory.  By  these  amendments  the  open- 
ing of  the  schools  is  specified  as  the  time  when  pupils  of  the  required 
age  shall  begin  school  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  school  board; 
provision  is  made  for  a  more  careful  enumeration  of  the  pupils  and  for 
the  adding  of  omitted  names;  the  age  limit  is  extended  to  sixteen 
years  in  the  case  of  youth  not  regularly  engaged  in  some  useful  em- 
ployment; and  power  is  given  directors  to  provide  in  special  schools 
for  the  proper  care,  maintenance  and  instruction  of  those  who  prove 
incorrigible  by  th  ;  methods  and  discipline  of  the  ordinary  school. 
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The  required  time  of  attendance  is  changed  from  sixteen  weeks 
to  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  entire  term.  In  districts  having  the  mini- 
mum term  of  six  months  this  will  add  only  four  days  to  the  required 
time.  The  chief  significance  of  the  change  is  seen  in  the  cities  and 
larger  boroughs.  In  districts  having  a  term  of  seven  months  the 
amendment  adds  eighteen  days,  in  eight  month  districts  thirty-two 
days,  in  nine  month  districts,  forty-six  days,  and  in  ten  month  dis- 
tricts sixty  days  to  the  eighty  days  re<iuired  by  the  former  law. 
These  amendments  will  take  many  a  child  from  the  streets  and  bring 
it  under  the  beneficent  influence  of  the  school  and  thus  go  far  towards 
making  illiteracy  impossible  among  our  people.  The  effect  of  these 
changes  will,  of  course,  be  very  small  where  public  sentiment  does 
not  aid  the  directors  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law.  Probably  the 
most  important  duty  now  is  to  create  public  opinion  in  favor  of  pun- 
ishing parents  and  guardians  whose  negligence  deprives  the  child 
of  its  right  to  an  education.  In  antiquity  the  father. had  the  power 
to  decide  whether  his  child  should  live.  In  the  progress  of  civiliza- 
tion the  State  gradually  assumed  the  duty  of  securing  to  the  child  its 
right  to  life,  food,  clothing  and  shelter.  In  this  century  the  child's 
right  to  grow  was  secured  by  laws  restricting  child  labor  in  mines 
and  factories.  When  the  schools  were  made  accessible  alike  to  the 
poor  and  the  rich,  a  great  step  was  taken  towards  securing  to  every 
child  the  opportunity  for  acquiring  the  rudiments  of  an  English 
education.  But  ignorance  and  illiteracy  will  not  be  banished  from 
our  Commonwealth  until  all  the  people  feel  that  a  child's  right  to 
life,  health,  happiness,  knoAvledge  and  moral  training  must  not  be 
abridged  either  by  the  cupidity,  the  carelessness  and  the  indigence 
of  the  parents,  or  by  the  waywardness  and  shortsightedness  of  the 
children  themselves.  The  instances  in  which  the  amended  law  fails, 
should  be  carefully  studied  by  teachers,  superintendents  and  direc- 
tors, and  if  necessary,  additional  remedies  should  be  devised.  In 
a  commonwealth  that  spends  millions  upon  the  schools,  the  zeal  and 
vigilance  of  the  educator  and  the  lawmaker  should  not  abate  until 
full  and  effective  remedies  for  all  unnecessary  absence  from  school 
have  been  found  and  applied. 

FREE   LIBRARIES. 

When  in  the  next  century  some  historian  shall  give  an  account  of 
the  educational  development  of  Pennsylvania,  he  will  record  it  as  a 
fact  passing  strange  and  well  nigh  incapable  of  explanation  that 
for  more  than  three  decades  there  btood  upon  our  statute  books  a 
law  preventing  boards  of  directors  from  appropriating  any  school 
funds  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  a  school  library  except  such  works 
of  a  strictly  professional  character  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  teachers.     It  reminds  one  of  the  University  in  New 
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England  whose  authorities  at  one  time  passed  a  rule  excluding  all 
students  below  the  sophomore  class  from  the  use  of  the  college  11- 
brar3\  Such  legislation  should  have  been  impossible  in  Pennsyl- 
vania where,  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  more  books  were  printed 
than  in  all  the  other  colonies  taken  together.  Too  much  praise  can- 
not be  given  to  the  Sunday  schools  which  sought  to  supply  a  felt  want, 
even  if  the  books  purchased  by  their  committees  were  not  always  well 
selected.  Fortunately  a  new  era  is  beginning  to  dawn,  both  in  li- 
brary legislation  and  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  children.  The 
act  of  May  18th,  1893,  provides  for  the  purchase  and  furnishing  of 
text  books  and  supplies  to  the  pupils  free  of  cost.  The  act  of  June 
28th,  1895,  empowers  the  directors  to  levy,  for  the  purchase,  improve- 
ment and  maintenance  of  a  free  library,  a  tax  not  exceeding  one 
mill  in  any  one  year  on  the  valuation  of  the  property  assessed  for 
school  purposes.  The  same  act  authorizes  the  directors,  with  due 
regard  to  the  convenience  of  the  citizens,  to  set  aside  the  whole  or 
a  portion  of  any  school  house,  now  or  hereafter  erected,  for  the  uses 
and  purposes  of  such  library.  A  supplement  to  this  act  became  a  law 
on  March  30,  1897.  It  authorizes  directors  to  lend  aid  to  free  li- 
braries already  in  existence  and  to  levy  for  this  purpose  the  tax  pro- 
vided for  in  the  original  act.  Other  legislation  authorizes  the  coun- 
cils of  boroughs  and  cities  to  establish  free  libraries.  These  several 
acts  of  Assembly  have  begun  to  bear  fruit.  In  Newport  township, 
Luzerne  county,  for  instance,  the  directors  levied  half  a  mill  and 
purchased  about  five  hundred  volumes.  In  Altoona  a  library  of 
27,000  volumes  has  been  made  accessible  to  the  pupils  in  the  advanced 
grades.  The  reports  of  the  superintendents  show  that  thousands  of 
volumes  have  been  added  to  libraries  newly  established  or  already 
in  existence.  Sometimes  the  teachers  and  pupils  organize  move- 
ments to  raise  money  for  library  purposes.  In  Potter  county  under  the 
lead  of  the  superintendent  a  movement  has  been  started  to  raise  at 
least  one  dollar  in  this  way  in  every  school.  Many  will  raise  more, 
but  even  if  only  the  minimum  is  obtained,  it  will  lead  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  reading  tables  upon  which,  as  in  many  homes,  the  latest 
book  or  periodical  can  be  placed  so  as  to  be  accessible  at  any  time 
to  any  person  with  a  few  minutes  of  spare  time  at  his  disposal.  If 
the  pupils  become  interested  in  good  reading,  they  will  reach  the 
parents  and  through  them  the  directors  who  may  thus  be  induced 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  providing  library  facilities 
in  their  school  district. 

The  school  board  of  Erie  has  begun  the  erection  of  a  new  library 
building,  the  contract  price  of  which  exceeds  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  exclusive  of  heating  and  plumbing.  In  addition  to  the  free 
libraries  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  the  library  established  at 
Danville,  through  the  munificence  of  the  late  Thomas  Beaver,  is  de- 
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serving  of  special  mention.  It  was  opened  in  October,  1888,  with 
nearly  six  thousand  volumes  and  an  endowment  fund  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  now  has  ten  thousand  volumes  and  a  circulation  of 
more  than  thirty  thousand  A'olumes.  The  pui)ils  of  the  public  schools 
have  access  to  the  reference  books  at  all  times  and  are  allowed  to  take 
out  books  at  the  age  of  eleven.  A  list  of  books  in  history  and  civics 
was  prepared  for  the  guidance  of  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  establishment  of  libraries  may  not  always  be  a  blessing  un- 
mixed with  evil.  The  best  of  God's  and  man's  gifts  may  be  abused 
and  turned  into  a  curse.  A  boy  or  girl  engaged  incessantly  in  the 
reading  of  fiction  may  go  to  pieces  intellectually.  The  books  of  a 
library  should  be  well  selected,  and  the  reading  of  the  pupils  should 
be  wisely  directed.  A  hungry  boy  will  eat  inferior  food  if  the  best 
is  not  within  reach.  A  pupil  who  has  acquired  the  art  of  getting 
thought  from  the  printed  page,  will  devour  trashy  literature  if  the 
hunger  of  his  soul  is  not  appeased  by  intellectual  food  proper  in  kind 
and  quantity.  Hence  it  should  be  one  of  the  chief  aims  of  the  school 
to  teach  the  right  use  of  the  best  books;  and  this  cannot  be  done 
unless  collections  of  the  best  books  are  placed  within  reach  of  the 
pupils.  Here  lies  our  opportunity  to  mould  the  intellectual  and 
moral  life  of  the  future  citizens  of  the  republic.  Let  any  one  make 
the  test  and  he  will  be  surprised  to  find  how  many  grown  people  have 
never  read  a  book  through.  And  of  those  who  do  read  books,  how 
many  read  them  as  if  they  were  perusing  a  newspaper.  The  con- 
tents are  poured  through  the  mind  as  water  through  a  sieve.  The 
little  that  remains  is  soon  evaporated.  The  power  to  forget  useless 
knowledge  may  be  a  valuable  attribute  of  the  mind,  though  the  habit 
of  forgetting  quickly  what  we  read  in  the  daily  papers,  has  a  per- 
nicious efl'ect  upon  the  memory.  The  ability  to  direct  the  pupil's 
reading  is  a  mark  of  the  highest  skill  in  the  art  of  teaching.  Many 
teachers  would  be  greatly  assisted  by  the  appointment  of  committees 
at  the  annual  institute  for  the  purpose  of  carefully  preparing  lists 
of  books,  giving  the  first  hundred  volumes  that  should  be  bought  for 
school  libraries,  and  then  groups  of  a  hundred  for  subsequent  pur- 
chases. 

In  the  preparation  of  such  lists  due  regard  should  be  had  to  De 
Quincey's  division  of  books  into  two  classes.  ''In  his  essay  on  Alex- 
ander Pope,"  says  Prof.  Phelps,  "you  will  find  very  clearly  expressed 
a  vital  distinction  between  the  literature  of  power  and  the  literature 
of  knowledge.  The  function  of  the  literature  of  knowledge  is  to 
teach;  that  of  the  literature  of  power  is  to  move.  'The  first  is  a  rud- 
der; the  second  a  sail.'  To  illustrate,  he  inquires,  'What  do  you 
learn  from  the  Paradise  Lost?  Nothing  at  all.  What  do  you  learn  from 
a  cookery  book?  Something  you  did  not  know  before,  on  every  page. 
But  would  you,  therefore,  put  the  cookery  book  on  a  higher  level 
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than  the  Paradise  Lost?  What  you  owe  to  Milton  is  not  any  know- 
ledge of  which  a  million  separate  items  are  but  a  million  advancing 
steps  on  the  same  earthly  level.  What  you  owe  is  power;  that  is, 
expansion  and  exercise  to  your  own  latent  capacity  of  sympathy  with 
the  infinite,  where  every  pulse  and  each  separate  influx  is  a  step  up- 
wards— a  step  ascending,  as  upon  Jacob's  ladder,  from  earth  to  mys- 
terious altitudes.'  " 

The  thirst  which  the  normal  child  feels  for  all  kinds  of  knowledge, 
has  often  led  committees  to  neglect  the  literature  of  power  in  the 
selection  of  books  for  school  libraries.  Dictionaries,  books  of  refer- 
ence, nature  readers,  biographies  of  great  men  and  histories  of  great 
epochs  should,  of  course,  be  found  in  every  library;  But  it  is  a  mis- 
take to  suppose  that  the  great  masterpieces  of  literature  are  beyond 
the  grasp  of  the  average  youth.  Homer  was  the  text-book  in  the 
elementary  schools  of  ancient  Greece,  and  the  story  of  the  Iliad  and 
the  Odyssey  have  been  used  to  great  advantage  in  the  modern  school. 
The  best  literature  of  the  English  tongue  belongs  pre-eminently  to 
the  literature  of  power.  The  books  selected  for  supplementary  read- 
ing, as  well  as  the  school  readers,  should  contain  the  stepping  stones 
to  this  literature. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  forbear  quoting  Sir  John  Lubbock  on 
the  value  of  books  for  the  working  classes.  ''Books,"  he  says,  "are 
peculia"ly  necessary  to  the  workingmen  in  our  towns.  Their  life 
is  one  of  much  monotonj-.  The  savage  has  a  far  more  varied  exist- 
ence. He  must  watch  the  habits  of  the  game  he  hunts,  their  migra- 
tions and  feeding  grounds;  he  must  know  where  and  how  to  fish;  even 
the  lighting  of  a  fire,  so  easy  now,  is  to  him  a  matter  of  labor  and  skill. 
The  agricultural  laborer  turns  his  hand  to  many  things.  He  ploughs 
and  sows,  mows  and  reaps.  He  plants  at  one  season,  uses  the  bill- 
hook and  the  axe  at  another.  He  looks  after  the  sheep  and  pigs  and 
cows.  To  hold  the  plough,  lay  a  fence,  or  tie  up  a  sheaf,  is  by  no 
means  so  easy  as  it  looks.  It  is  said  of  Wordsworth  that  a  stranger 
having  on  one  occasion  asked  to  see  his  study,  the  maid  said:  'This 
is  master's  room,  but  he  studies  in  the  fields.'  The  agricultural  la- 
borer learns  a  great  deal  in  the  fields.  He  knows  much  more  than 
we  give  him  credit  for,  only  it  is  field-learning,  not  book-learning — 
and  none  the  worse  for  that." 

"But  the  man  who  works  in  a  shop  or  manufactory^  has  a  much 
more  monotonous  life.  He  is  confined  to  one  process,  or,  perhaps, 
even  one  part  of  a  process,  from  year's  end  to  year's  end.  He  ac- 
quires, no  doubt,  a  skill  little  short  of  miraculous,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  very  narrow.  If  he  is  not  himself  to  become  a  mere  ani- 
mated machine,  he  must  generally  obtain,  and  in  some  cases  he 
can  only  obtain,  the  necessary  variety  and  interest  from  the  use  of 
books.     There  is  happily  now  some  tendency  to  shorten  the  hours 
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of  labor,  except,  indeed,  in  shops,  and  wliat  is  less  satisfactory, 
there  are  times  when  work  is  slack.  But  the  hours  of  leisure  should 
not  be  hours  of  idleness;  leisure  is  one  of  the  grandest  blessings, 
idleness  one  of  the  greatest  curses — one  is  the  source  of  happiness, 
the  other  of  misery'.  Supi)ose  a  poor  man  has  for  a  few  days  no 
work;  what  is  he  to  do?  How  is  he  to  emijloy  his  time?  If  he  has 
access  to  a  library  it  need  no  longer  be  lost." 

"The  reasons  for  educating  our  children  apply  equally'  to  the  grown- 
up. We  have  now  all  over  the  country  good  elementary  schools. 
'We  do  our  best  to  educate  our  children.  We  teach  them  to  read, 
and  try  to  give  them  a  love  of  reading.  Why  do  we  do  this?  Because 
we  believe  that  no  one  can  study  without  being  the  better  for  it;  that 
it  tends  to  make  the  man  the  better  workman,  and  the  workman 
the  better  man.  But  education  ought  never  to  stop,  and  the  library 
is  the  school  for  the  grown-up.  There  is  a  story  that  King  Alfred, 
when  a  child,  once  set  his  heart  on  a  book.  'He  shall  have  the  book,' 
said  his  mother,  'when  he  can  read  it,'  and  by  that  title  Alfred  won 
it.  Our  children  have  learnt  to  read;  have  they  not  also  the  same 
title  to  books?  Many  of  those  who  are  not  Socialists  in  the  ordinary 
sense,  would  be  so  if  they  thought  Socialism  would  have  the  effect 
which  its  advocates  anticipate.  It  is  because  we  do  not  believe  that 
Socialism  in  the  ordinary-  sense  would  promote  'the  greatest  good 
to  the  greatest  number,'  that  we  are  not  Socialists.  But  the  diffi- 
culties we  feel  do  not  apply  to  books.  It  is  said  that  a  poor  woman 
on  seeing  the  sea  for  the  first  time  was  delighted.  'It  is  grand,'  she 
said,  'to  see  something  of  which  there  was  enough  for  everybody.' 
W^ell,  there  are  books  enough  for  every  ^ne,  and  the  best  books  are 
the  cheapest.  Reading  is  a  pleasure  as  to  which  wealth  gives 
scarcely  any  advantage.  This  applies  to  few  other  things.  We  who 
are  engaged  in  the  'puzzle  of  business,'  seem  alwaj's  to  wish  for 
rather  more  than  we  have.  But  in  books  fortune  showers  on  us  more 
than  we  can  possibly  use.'' 

THE  ANNUAL  INSTITUTE. 

Once  in  each  year  the  county  superintendent  is  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  convene  his  teachers  and  organize  them  into  an  institute 
for  improvement  in  the  science  and  art  of  education.  The  time  and 
place  of  meeting,  the  selection  of  the  instructors  and  the  general 
management  are  by  law  entirely  subject  to  his  control.  The  inter- 
est which  each  superintendent  feels  in  the  success  of  his  institute, 
has  led  to  a  care  in  the  making  of  the  program,  an  adaptation  of 
the  exercises  to  local  needs  and  a  stirring  up  of  the  people  gener- 
ally, seldom  if  ever  attained  in  states  which  impose  upon  the  School 
Department  the  duty  of  managing  the  teachers'  institutes.  The 
School  Laws  of  Pennsylvania  do  not  vest  in  the  State  Superinten- 
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dent  any  anniority  oi*  impose  npon  liira  any  duties  in  connection 
with  tlie  annual  instihites;  but  tlirougli  the  courtesy  of  the  several 
county  and  city  superintendents  he  and  his  deputies  have  been  priv- 
ileged to  address  all  the  teachers  of  the  State  at  least  once  and  a 
large  majority  of  them  a  number  of  times  during  the  last  four  years. 
Comparison  of  the  overflowing  houses  which  now  greet  the  school 
officials  with  the  slim  audiences  of  the  early  days  of  the  system,  shows 
how  the  interest  in  the  public  schools  has  grown  everywhere.  Per- 
sonal observation  of  teachers'  gatherings  in  other  states  warrants 
the  conclusion  that  our  laws  relating  to  the  annual  institute  can- 
not be  improved.  11  must  not  be  inferred,  however,  that  the  insti- 
tutes themselves  cannot  be  improved.  Often  the  halls  in  which 
they  must  be  held,  are  over-crowded  and  poorly  ventilated.  Some- 
times the  sessions  arc  prolonged  until  the  teachers  lose  the  power 
to  listen  with  due  attention  and  to  assimilate  what  they  hear.  Oc- 
casionally too  much  money  is  expended  upon  evening  entertain- 
ments, so  that  it  becomes  impossible  to  employ  the  best  talent  for 
the  day  sessions.  At  times  the  lecturer,  when  he  finds  himself  face 
to  face  with  a  large  audience,  is  tempted  to  talk  to  the  galleries  in- 
stead of  the  teachers  for  whose  benefit  the  institute  was  convened. 
The  habit  of  moralizing  with  anecdotes  of  the  goody-goody  sort,  or 
of  appealing  to  the  moral  sentiments  by  tales  about  vicious  youth, 
wastes  valuable  time.  Worst  of  all,  the  funny  story  with  no  point 
in  it  beyond  the  merriment  it  creates,  may  destroy  the  intellectual 
tone  of  the  meetings  if  the  speaker  does  not  possess  the  power  to 
bring  the  hearers  back  speedily  to  the  earnest  problems  which  should 
engage  the  attention,  yea  the  best  thought  of  those  who  have  charge 
of  the  children  while  at  school.  The  superintendents  are  gradually 
learning  how  to  overcome  these  aud  other  defects,  so  that  on  the 
whole  we  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  our  system  of  annual  teach- 
ers' institutes. 
The  annual  institute  is  a  very  potent  factor  in  creating  and  moulding 

PUBLTC  OPINION. 

Pennsylvania  is  one  of  the  four  states  (the  others  being  Massachu- 
setts, Virginia  and  Kentucky)  which  use  the  word  Commonwealth  in 
their  State  Constitution.  This  is  significant.  In  the  Empire  State 
there  is  a  tendency  to  centralize  power  in  the  office  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction.  In  our  State  the  tendency  is  to  vest 
the  power  in  a  school  board  whose  members  are  directly  responsible 
to  the  people.  Hence  among  us  the  solution  of  all  school  questions 
depends  very  largely  upon  public  opinion.  If  the  tax  payer  is  con- 
vinced that  education  pays,  he  pays  his  school  tax  without  grumbling 
and  votes  for  men  who,  as  directors,  will  give  the  rising  generation 
am]>le  educational  advantages.  There  are,  of  course,  some  men  in 
whose  vision  the  almighty  dollar  occupies  so  large  a  space  that  they 
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can  see  nothing  else  in  the  heavens  above  or  on  tlie  earth  beneath. 
They  have  no  sympathy  with  any  movement  which  does  not  put 
money  into  their  purse  or  swell  the  size  of  their  bank  account.  The 
way  to  deal  with  them  is  to  outvote  them.  They  are  more  afraid 
of  ballots  than  of  bullets.  Bullets  they  can  dodge  and  flee  from; 
ballots  they  must  face  if  they  wish  to  run  for  the  Legislature  or  for 
school  director.  In  the  more  enlightened  communities  it  is  pos- 
sible to  influence  a  majority  of  the  voters  by  appealing  to  the  am- 
bition, hope  and  love  which  parents  cherish  for  their  children,  and 
by  showing  that  education  enriches  and  promotes  the  higher  life 
of  a  people,  that  it  gives  them  a  better  grasp  of  civic  and  social  du- 
ties, that  it  diminishes  vice  and  crime,  and  that  it  enhances  the  pros- 
perity of  a  nation  by  creating  a  demand  for  what  the  artisan  makes 
and  the  merchant  sells. 

The  fact  that  about  five-sixths  of  those  who  are  sentenced  to  penal 
servitude  in  our  penitentiaries  can  read  and  write  is  sometimes 
quoted  to  show  that  the  public  schools  increase  rather  than  diminish 
crime.  .  This  conclusion  is  based  upon  a  fallacy.  The  criminals  who 
can  not  read  and  write  should  be  compared  with  the  total  illiterate 
population,  excluding  those  who  are  too  young  to  have  had  schooling 
sufficient  for  learning  to  read  and  write.  This  percentage  should 
then  be  compared  with  that  obtained  by  comparing  the  criminals 
who  can  read  and  write  with  the  total  number  who  have  been  taught 
reading  and  writing.  The  census  of  1890  furnishes  the  figures  for 
these  comparisons.  Of  the  illiterate  about  one  in  twenty-five  hun- 
dred was  sentenced  to  the  i)enitentiary;  of  those  able  to  read  and 
write  one  in  about  fifty-six  hundred.  In  other  words,  if  two  groups 
of  one  hundred  men  representing  these  two  classes,  were  followed 
in  their  career,  more  than  twice  as  many  criminals  would  be  found 
coming  from  the  illiterate  group  as  from  the  other  group.  Moreover 
our  statistics  are  constantly  modified  by  the  influx  of  foreigners. 
Of  the  three  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  immigrants  arriving  at  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
two  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty,  or 
nearly  two-thirds,  indicated  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Massa- 
chusetts as  their  destination.  The  majority  of  these  belong  to  the 
class  of  unskilled  laborers,  the  class  from  which  the  larger  propor- 
tion of  the  criminals  are  derived.  In  England  the  statistics  are  not 
vitiated  by  this  influx  of  emigrants  from  the  uneducated  populations 
of  the  Old  World.  Sir  John  Lubbock  estimates  that  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Education  Act  the  number  of  criminals  has  dimin- 
ished one-third,  whilst  the  population  has  increased  by  one-third. 
The  annual  saving  in  prison  expenses  he  estimates  at  four  million 
pounds  sterling.  Moreover  the  relative  number  of  those  on  the 
pauper  lists  has  diminished  to  such  an  extent  as  to  involve  the  sav- 
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ing  of  an  additional  eight  million  pounds.  If  the  effort  to  make 
ignorance  impossible  in  England  has  saved  in  prison  expenses  and  on 
the  pauper  list  the  annual  sum  of  twelve  million  pounds  sterling,  or 
about  sixty  million  dollars  in  our  currency,  who  will  deny  that  edu- 
cation pays?  It  would  be  unfair  to  quote  the  schools  of  France, 
which  have  been  completely  secularized,  or  the  statistics  of  states 
whose  statutes  recognize  fewer  olfences  as  punishable  by  law. 

Commissioner  Harris  has  shown  the  effect  of  education  upon  the 
earning  capacity  of  a  people  by  comparing  the  State  which  pays 
teachers  the  highest  salaries  and  has  the  longest  term,  with  the  re- 
maining portion  of  the  United  States.  In  the  Introduction  to  Mar- 
tin's Evolution  of  the  Massachusetts  Public  School  System  (page 
XV),  he  says: 

''I  find,  by  the  returns  made  to  the  National  Bureau  of  Education 
that  the  total  amount  of  school  education  that  each  inhabitant  of 
Massachusetts  is  receiving  on  an  average — basing  the  calculation 
on  the  attendance  in  public  and  private  schools  and  the  length  of 
the  annual  school  term — is  nearly  seven  years  of  two  hundred  days 
each,  while  the  average  schooling  given  each  citizen  in  the  whole 
nation  is  only  four  and  three-tenths  of  such  years.  No  other  state 
is  giving  so  much  education  to  its  people  as  Massachusetts,  and  yet 
all  the  education  given  in  all  its  institutions  does  not  amount  on  an 
average  to  so  much  as  seven-eighths  of  an  elementary  education  of 
eight  years.  Even  Massachusetts  is  not  over-educating  her  people. 
But  there  would  seem  to  be  some  connection  between  the  fact  that 
while  her  citizens  get  nearly  twice  the  national  average  amount  of 
education,  her  wealth  producing  power  as  compared  with  other  states 
stands  almost  in  the  same  ratio — namely  (in  1885),  at  seventy-three 
cents  per  day  for  each  man,  woman  and  child,  while  the  average  for 
the  whole  nation  was  only  forty  cents."  This  excess  of  wages 
amounts  annually  for  the  entire  population  to  the  magnificent  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars,  or  twenty-five  times  the 
amount  expended  upon  the  public  schools.  If  a  dollar  put  into  the 
schools  yields  twenty-five  in  the  industrial  life  of  the  people,  does  it 
not  follow  that  money  spent  in  the  right  education  of  the  people  is 
the  best  investment  of  public  funds  ever  made? 

RIGHT   AND    WRONG   EDUCATION. 

The  phrase,  right  education,  implies  that  there  is  a  wrong  education. 
It  behooves  the  teacher  and  the  superintendent  to  guard  against  the 
kind  of  education  which  issues  in  failure  and  disappointment.  If 
a  school  causes  its  pupils  to  despise  honest  toil  or  useful  skill,  it 
may  unfit  them  for  their  duties  in  after  life.  If  it  confines  its  train- 
ing to  the  muscles  that  ''wag  the  tongue  and  wield  the  pen,"  the 
result  may  be  a  generation  of  weaklings.     If  it  centralizes  ambition 
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upon  superiority  in  sports  and  games,  it  withdraws  attention  from 
the  real  purpose  for  which  schools  are  established  and  maintained. 
If  education  intensifies  human  selfishness  instead  of  cultivating  the 
spirit  of  "live  and  let  liA^e,"'  it  unfits  the  individual  for  the  best  ser- 
vice to  the  nation  and  the  race.  If  it  instils  ideals  which  are  untrue 
to  life  and  incapable  of  realization,  it  dooms  the  pupil  to  discontent 
and  disappointment.  If  it  begets  tastes,  desires  and  ambitions 
which  cannot  be  gratified,  it  must  prove  a  bane  to  true  happiness. 
Fortunately  this  is  hardly  possible  in  the  domain  of  the  higher  life. 
There  may  be  lack  of  opportunity  for  the  attainment  of  riches  or 
learning  or  official  position.  The  lower  life  turns  upon  what  we  eat 
and  drink  and  wear,  upon  the  houses  we  live  in  and  the  luxuries  we 
enjoy,  and  upon  this  plane  education  may  beget  tastes  which  cannot 
be  gratified.  But  the  higher  life  has  to  do  with  the  true,  the  beau- 
tiful and  the  good,  with  the  things  of  the  mind,  the  heart  and  the 
soul,  with  lofty  thoughts  and  noble  sentiments  and  holy  purposes,— 
for  the  gratification  of  tastes  in  this  domain  the  opportunity  is  never 
lacking.  Every  pupil  may  be  trained  to  enjoy  the  beauties  of  na- 
ture and  art,  to  contemplate  the  truths  which  science,  literature  and 
religion  reveal,  to  cherish  faith  and  hope  and  love.  The  choicest 
fruits  of  the  school  are  visible  in  the  higher  life  of  the  people— the 
domain  in  which  there  is  no  room  for  lasting  discontent  and  disap- 
pointment. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

The  influence  of  the  elementary  school  is  now  felt  in  every  t<5wn 
ship  of  the  State.  A  new  era  is  dawning  in  more  advanced  education. 
In  some  of  the  cities  and  larger  boroughs  the  high  school  attendance 
has  almost  doubled  in  the  last  five  years.  An  attempt  is  made  in 
this  report  to  give  a  list  of  high  schools  with  their  courses  of  study. 
Without  doubt  more  should  be  done  to  establish  high  schools  in  rural 
districts  and  to  give  commercial  and  industrial  education  in  our  city 
high  schools.  The  era  of  manual  training  has  hardly  begun  to  dawn 
outside  of  the  first  district  (Philadelphia).  The  closing  decade  of  the 
nineteenth  century  is  witnessing  the  fiercest  industrial  and  commer- 
cial war  ever  waged,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  in  \  ublic  and 
private  schools  to  fit  our  youth  to  engage  in  trade  and  commerce  at 
home  and  abroad. 

THE  LENGTH  OF  THE  SCHOOL  TERM. 

Under  the  act  for  the  distribution  of  the  school  appropriation 
more  money  will  go  to  the  sparsely  settled  rural  districts.  This 
should  be  used  to  secure  more  efficient  teachers  and  to  lengthen  the 
school  term.  If  such  a  result  does  not  follow,  public  opinion  will 
turn  against  the  new  law  and  cause  its  repeal.  This  will  leave  the 
country  schools  in  worse  shape  than  they  now  are  or  ever  have  been. 
B.-5-97 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  all  efforts  to  lengthen  the  minimum  term 
from  six  to  seven  monfhs  have  thus  far  ended  in  failure.  The  plea 
that  the  people  cannot  bear  the  expense,  was  used  when  the  free 
schools  were  established,  and  it  will  continue  to  be  used  whenever 
men  are  afraid  of  losing  voles  or  fear  that  there  will  not  be  money 
enough  for  purposes  dearer  to  their  heart  than  the  education  of  the 
rising  generation.  Some  vote  against  the  lengthening  of  the  school 
term  because  they  are  anxious  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  majority 
of  the  people  whom  they  represent.  Others  plant  themselves  on  the 
side  of  progress,  believing  that  legislation  can  be  made  a  means  of 
educating  public  opinion  and  that  posterity  v/ill  justify  their 
course  just  as  history  now  lauds  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  and  the  early  advocates  of  the  common  school 
system.  If  right  education  is  the  best  preparation  for  the  arts 
of  peace  and  of  war,  he  is  the  best  friend  of  the  children  who 
strives  to  give  them  educational  advantages  in  no  wise  in- 
ferior to  those  enjoyed  by  the  children  of  other  states  and  other 
lands.  If  the  country  boys  and  girls  are  as  good  as  those  of  the  city, 
they  deserA'e  equal  educational  facilities;  and  the  legisla(;or  whose 
vote  deprives  them  of  these,  must  be  an  enemy  of  the  farmer,  be- 
cause his  vote  diminishes  the  future  value  of  the  most  important 
crop  of  the  farm — the  farmer's  sons  and  daughters. 

PENNSYLVANIA  HISTORY. 

A  distinct  advance  has  been  made  in  the  study  of  Pennsylvania 
history.  No  state  can  boast  of  more  historic  soil  and  of  more  events 
of  national  importance.  Learned  societies  are  investigating  as  never 
before,  the  part  which  our  forefathers  took  in  the  development  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  in  the  founding  of  the  nation.  The  results  of 
their  labors  are  discussed  at  county  institutes  and  utilized  in  the 
preparation  of  text-books  which  aim  to  bring  the  leading  facts 
within  reach  of  the  teachers  and  their  pupils.  The  interest  in  local 
and  national  history  which  has  been  created  by  these  means,  will 
stimulate  our  State  pride  and  cause  our  children  to  emulate  the  un- 
selfish deeds  and  the  heroic  services  of  former  generations. 

In  order  to  aid  this  movement  the  portraits  of  two  distinguished 
superintendents  of  the  common  schools,  Thos.  H.  Burrowes  and 
James  P.  Wickersham,  were  used  as  the  frontispiece  for  the  reports 
of  1895  and  lSi)G  respectively.  The  report  of  this  year  will  contain 
the  picture  of  Henry  C.  Hickok,  another  of  our  State  Superintendents 
whose  services  in  the  cau^e  of  [popular  education  deserve  lasting 
recognition. 

Like  some  others  who  did  much  to  shape  and  improve  our  school 
svstem.  he  is  not  a  native  of  this  State,  but  he  early  identified  him- 
self with  our  people.  Born  April  26th,  1818,  in  Cayuga  county.  New 
York,  and  brought  to  Union  county.  Pa.,  with  his  father's  family  in 
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1822;  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Hariisburg,  Pa.,  April  27th, 
1840.  He  was  called  by  Governor  Pollock  to  the  office  of  Deputy  Su- 
perintendent of  Common  Schools  January  19,  1855.  The  act  to  sep- 
arate the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  from  that  of  the  Secre- 
tarj^  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  he  prepared,  became  a  law  on  May 
20th,  1857.  On  the  first  Monday  of  June  in  that  year  he  became 
State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  and  held  the  office  for 
three  years.  He  helped  effectively  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  act 
under  which  thirteen  magnificent  State  Normal  Schools  have  been 
established.  His  uhtiring  vigilance  and  zeal,  with  Governor  Pol- 
lock's unflinching  support,  enabled  him  to  contribute  materially  to 
the  protection  of  the  act  of  1854  and  of  the  County  Superintendency, 
which  was  unpopular  to  a  degree  that  the  present  generation  would 
find  it  difficult  to  understand.  The  act  of  18.54  placed  our  system 
far  in  advance  of  other  State  systems  which  have  either  never 
had  the  office  of  county  superintendent  or  never  specified  the  pro- 
fessional and  literary  qualifications  of  those  holding  the  office. 
The  effect  of  the  examinations  by  county  superintendents  was 
soon  felt;  the  office  being  firmly  sustained  grew  in  public 
favor;  its  unpopularity  gradually  passed  away;  and  to-day,  at  the 
age  of  four  score  years,  Mr.  Hickok  has  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
his  policy  fully  justified  by  the  results  and  approved  by  every  stu- 
dent of  our  educational  history. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  a  reference  to  my  re-appoint- 
ment. Words  fail  to  express  my  sense  of  gratitude  and  obligation 
to  his  Excellency,  Governor  D.  H.  Hastings,  for  this  high  mark  of 
appreciation.  I  also  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  honorable  mem- 
bers of  th(!  Senate  for  their  promptness  and  unanimity  in  confirm- 
ing the  api^ointment,  to  the  editors  of  the  leading  papers  and  to  the 
many  prominent  citizens  and  teachers  who  emphasized  their  con- 
viction that  the  schools  should  be  lifted  above  the  mutations  of 
politics.  The  Governor,  the  Legislature,  the  press  and  the  people 
have  shown  and  are  showing  a  degree  of  interest  in  the  conduct  and 
improvement  of  the  schools,  tliat  augurs  great  things  for  the  future. 
Let  the  good  of  the  children  be  and  continue  to  be  the  watchword 
in  every  phase  of  rural,  city  and  State  administration  of  the  schools; 
and  in  no  long  time  Pennsylvania  will  take  front  rank  educationally, 
as  well  as  industrially,  among  the  states  of  the  Union. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT. 


Relating  to  the  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  school  year 
ending  June  7,  1897 — Including  Philadelphia: 

Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2,481 

Number  of  schools. 26,706 

Number  of  graded  schools, 15,698 

Number  of  superintendents, 140 

Number  of  male  teachers, 8,901 

Number  of  female  teachers, 18,528 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 27,429 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month, |43  72 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month, 38  11 

Average  length  of  school  term,  in  months, 7.92 

Number  of  pupils,     1,109,872 

Average  number  of  pupils, 963,071 

Cost  of  school  houses — purchasing,  building,  renting, 

etc., 13,688,604  36 

Teachers'  wages, 10,049,912  45 

Cost  of  school  text-books, 701,043  39 

*Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text-books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc., 412,335  63 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  other  ex- 
penses,    4,766,291  26 

Total  expenditures,   19,618,187  09 

State  appropriation  for  the  school  year  ending  June 

1,  1896,   5,500,000  00 

Estimated  value  of  school  property, 48,917,002  59 

Items  compared  v^'ith  those  of  the  preceding  year,  ending  June  1,  1896. 
(Including  Philadelphia). 

Net  increase  in  number  of  districts, 4 

Increase  in  number  of  schools, ". 807 

Increase  in  number  of  graded  schools, 640 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers, 105 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers, 560 

Decrease  in  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, |1  06 

Decrease  in  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,  ....  17 

Decrease  in  length  of  school  term,  in  months, .06 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils, 21,135 

Increase  in  teachers'  visages, $427,576  64 

Decrease  in  cost  of  building,  purchasing  and  renting,.  408,320  57 
Decrease  in  cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  debts  and  in- 
terest paid, 118,395  38 

*  I'hiiadelphla  not  incladed  in  this  item  relating  to  school  supplies. 
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Condition  of  System,  not  Including  Philadelphia,  with  Com- 


parisons. 

Number  of  districts, 2,481,  Increase, 

Number  of  schools, 23,451,  Increase, 

Number  of  pupils, 971,337,  Increase, 

Average  attendance,   840,111,  Increase, 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  ....  86,  Increase, 
Average  length  of  term  in 

months,     7.63,  Decrease, 

Number  of  male  teachers,  . .  8,717,  Increase, 

Number  of  female  teachers,.  15,457,  Increase, 

Whole  number  of  teachers,.  24,174,  Increase, 
Average     salary     of     male 

teachers  per  month, |41  32,  Decrease, 

Average    salary    of    female 

teachers  per  month, 32  86,  Increase, 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other 

than  text-books, 412,335  63,  Increase, 

Teachers'  wages, 7,839,216  45,  Increase, 

Fuel  and  contingencies,  . .  .  4,104,615  52,  Increase, 

Cost  of  textbooks, 543,543  72,  Decrease, 

Purchasing,  building  and  re- 
pairing houses, 3,296,294  14,  Decrease, 

Total  expenditures 16,196,005  46,  Increase, 

Average  number  of  mills  on 

dollar  for  school  purposes,  4.83,  Decrease, 
Average  number  of  mills  on 
dollar    for    building    pur- 
poses,       2.88, 

Amount  of  tax  levied, |9,351,011  31,  Increase, 
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20,874  19 

1,121  93 
500,047  05 

.16 


$54,848  53 


PHILADELPHIA. 

Number  of  schools, 3,255 

Number  of  male  teachers, 184 

Number  of  female  teachers, 3,071 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, |157  12 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, 65  54 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 138,535 

Averag'e  attendance,   122,960 

Paid  for  teachers'  salaries,  $2,210,696  00 

Paid  for  school  houses,  additions  and  repairs, 392,310  22 

Paid  for  books,  fuel,  stationery  and  contingencies,  . . .  819,175  41 
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Distriliutiou  of  State  Aid  for  State  Normal  School  Students  for  tbe 

school  year,  1897. 


First,    West    Chester 

Second,    Millersville,     

Third,    Kutztown 

Fourth East    Stroudsburg, 

Pifth Mansfield,     

Sixth,    Bloomsburg- 

Seventh Shippensburg 

Eighth,     Lock  Haven 

Ninth Indiana,    

Tenth California 

Eleventh,     Slippery  Rock 

Twelfth,     Edinboro,    

Thirteenth Clarion,    


Total, 


$4,950  00 

$7,190  00 

4,950  00 

7,867  50 

5,700  00 

5,4S5  00 

3,750  00 

4,211  50 

3,900  00 

5,273  00 

5,950  00 

5,457  00 

5,850  CO 

5,038  00 

6,000  CO 

5,842  50 

3,600  00 

4.785  50 

3,7C0  00 

4,223  00 

4,350  00 

6,108  00 

1,750  00 

2,496  50 

3,500  00 

5,094  50 

$57,950  00 

$69,072  00 

No.  5. 
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Table  sliowing  the  amount  of  Direct  and  Special  Appropriations 
that  each  State  Normal  School  has  received  since  its  organization 
until  June  5,  1897. 


First West  Chester 

Second Millersville,    

Third Kutztown 

Fourth East   Stroudsburg, 

Fifth Mansfield 

Sixth Bloomsburg' 

Seventh,     Shippensburg 

Eighth,     Lock  Haven 

Ninth,    Indiana 

Tenth California 

Eleventh,     Slippery   Rock,    .. 

Twelfth Edinboro 

Thirteenth Clarion 


Total, 


1S71, 

$205,000  00 

1S59, 

255,000  00 

1866, 

212, i 00  00 

1893, 

05,000  00 

1862, 

280,000  00 

1869, 

275, COO  00 

1873, 

257,000  00 

1S77, 

306,500  00 

1875, 

228,000  00 

1874, 

207,000  00 

1SS9, 

185,000  00 

1861, 

192,500  00 

1887, 

185,000  00 

$2,853,500  00 
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CORNPLANTEK  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  School  Year  Ending  June  7,  1897, 
for  the  Cornplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny 
River,  in  Warren  Count3^,  as  certified  to  by  H.  M.  Putnam,  Super- 
intendent of  Warren  County,  as  per  act  of  Assembly  approved 
July  3,  1895. 


Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  from  last  year, 

State  appropriation, 

|0  79 
300  00 

Tuition  from  Corydon  township, 

10  00 

Total,     

$310  79 

Expenditures. 
Teacher's  wages 

|280  00 

Supplies,     

29  98 

Total,     

1309  98 

Balance  on  hand, 

81 

Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Male  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School 
Year  Ending  June  7,  1897. 

1.  Delaware  county, |73  22 

2.  Allegheny  county, 68  45 

3.  Elk  county,   58  04 

4.  McKean  county, 56  81 

5.  Luzerne  county,  56  14 

6.  Chester  county,   54  48 

7.  Lackawanna  county, 54  40 

8.  Montgomery  county, 53  80 

9.  Schuylkill  county.  52  82 

10.  Carbon  county, 50  83 


No.  5.                 SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  xxv 

11.  Bucks  county, |50  00 

12.  Westmoreland  county,  48  63 

18.  Warren  county,   48  44 

14.  Lehigh  county,  47  74 

15.  Lancaster  county, 47  65 

16.  Venango  county,  47  25 

17.  Fayette  county, 46  80 

18.  Northampton  county,  46  51 

19.  Cameron  county,   45  98 

20.  Washington  county,   44  45 

21.  Beaver  county, 44  31 

22.  Blair  county, 44  13 

23.  Erie  county,   43  91 

24.  Potter  county,    43  24 

25.  Dauphin  county, 42  37 

26.  Northumberland  county,  42  21 

27.  Armstrong  county,   42  10 

28.  Lebanon  county,   41  95 

29.  Mifflin  county,   41  90 

30.  Clearfield  county,    41  70 

31.  Tioga  county,   41  68 

32.  Forest  county,   41  25 

33.  Butler  county,   41  13 

34.  Susquehanna  county,         39  44 

35.  Lawrence  county,    39  36 

36.  Mercer   county,    39  06 

37.  Cumberland  county,  38  60 

38.  Lycoming  county,   38  50 

39.  York  county, -.  . .  .^  38  10 

40.  Clinton  county, ."  38  00 

41.  Bradford  county,  37  75 

42.  Jefferson  county, 37  63 

43.  Cambria  county,    37  50 

44.  Centre  county,   37  22 

45.  Berks  county,  36  52 

46.  Clarion  county,    ." 36  49 

47.  Wyoming  county,   36  37 

48.  Wayne  county, 35  90 

49.  Franklin  county,   35  62 

50.  Indiana  county,   35  46 

51.  Bedford  county, 35  45 

52.  Union  county, 35  30 

53.  Columbia  county,    34  81 

54.  Crawford  county, 34  80 

55.  Sullivan  county,    34  44 
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56.  Greene  county,  .  . . . 

57.  Adams  county 

58.  Juniata  county,   .  . . 
50.  Huntingdon  county 

60.  Monroe  county,    . .  . 

61.  Somerset  county,  .  . 

62.  Montour  county,  . .  . 

63.  Perry  county,   

64.  Pike  county 

65.  Snyder  county 

on.  Fulton  coun(v.   .  .  . . 
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133 

52 

32 

68 

32 

50 

31 

97 

31 

85 

31 

54 

31 

23 

30 

85 

27 

25 

26 

21 

24 

37 

A.verage  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the 
School  Year  Ending  June  7,  1897. 

1.  Delaware  county $46  49 

2.  Allegheny  county,  44  80 

3.  Lancaster  county,   42  00 

4.  Montgomery  county, 41  43 

5.  Bucks  county, 40  64 

6.  Westmoreland  county 40  07 

7.  Luzerne  county,  39  70 

8.  Chester  county,   39  42 

9.  Lebanon  county,   38  04 

10.  Schuylkill  county,   37  40 

11.  Northampton  county,  37  37 

12.  Lehigh  county,  37  32 

13.  Washington  county,   37  25 

14.  Blair  county, 37  01 

15.  Cumberland  county 36  31 

16.  McKean  county, 35  90 

17.  Fayette  county,   35  88 

18.  Butler  county,    35  45 

19.  Carbon  county, 35  45 

20.  Beaver  county,  35  20 

21.  Lawrence  county,    34  67 

22.  Dauphin  county,   34  45 

23.  York  county,    34  08 

24.  Northumberland  county,  33  82 
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$33  67 

25.  Cambria  county, 

33  56 

26.  Clearfield  county, 

33  54 

27.  Berks  county,  

33  26 

28.  Lackawanna  county, 

33  21 

29.  Lycoming  county,   

32  94 

32  74 

32  70 

32  56 

33.  Union  county, 

32  54 

32  50 

32  21 

36.  Jefferson  county,  

32  02 

37.  Clinton  county,    

31  88 

38.  Franklin  county, 

31  66 

39.  Centre  county,   

31  23 

31  23 

30  78 

42.  Columbia  county,    

30  40 

43.  Mercer  county,  

30  34 

29  56 

29  50 

29  28 

29  21 

29  00 

49.  Potter  county,    

28  79 

28  62 

51.  Montour  county 

28  45 

28  44 

53.  Huntingdon  county,   

28  42 

28  25 

55.  Juniata  connt;y ,   

27  77 

56.  Monroe  county,    

27  71 

57.  Crawford  county,    

27  25 

27  24 

59.  Perry  county,  

26  79 

26  76 

61.  Snyder  county, 

26  40 

26  40 

63.  Pike  county,   

25  84 

64.  Bradford  county,  

24  55 

65.  Susquehanna  county,   

24  37 
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Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  School 
Year  ending  June  7,  1897. 

Months. 

1.  Lackawanna  county, 9.38 

2.  Allegheny  county, 9.33 

3.  Delaware  county,  9.01 

4.  Schnylkill  county 8.80 

5.  Montgomery  count}',    8.70 

6.  Luzerne  county, 8.6 

7.  Chester  county, •      8.59 

8.  Northampton  county, 8.46 

9..  Bucks  county,   8.23 

10.  Erie  county, : 8.23 

11.  Northumberland  county, 8.13 

12.  Dauphin  county,  8.10 

13.  Lehigh  county, 7.91 

14.  Blair  county,  7.75 

15.  Berks  county, 7,74 

16.  Carbon  county,   7.71 

17.  Elk  county, 7.70 

18.  Lawrence  county,  7.61 

19.  Cumberland  county, 7.55 

20.  Crawford  county,   7.36 

21.  Bradford  county,    7.35 

22.  Montour  county,  7.35 

23.  Mercer  county, 7.34 

24.  Tioga  county, 7.32 

25.  Forest  county, 7.30 

26.  Lycoming  county, 7.27 

27.  Warren  county, 7.27 

28.  Washington  county, 7.20 

29.  Westmoreland  county. 7.15 

30.  McKean  county,   7.11 

31.  Cambria  county, 7.10 

32.  Wayne  county,   7.09 

33.  Lebanon  county,  7.08 

34.  Butler  county,  7.07 

35.  Columbia  county 7.0C 

36.  Lancaster  county, 7.04 

37.  Beaver  county,   7.03 
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38.  Clinton  county,  - 7.02 

39.  Wj'oming  county,  7.02 

40.  Cameron  county, 7.00 

41.  Fayette  county, 7.00 

42.  Venago  county,     7.00 

43.  York  county,   6.97 

44.  Susquehanna  county, 6.95 

45.  Union  county,   6.90 

46.  Potter  county,  6.80 

47.  Clearfield  county,  6.73 

48.  Franklin  county, 6.71 

49.  Mifflin  county,  6.66 

50.  Juniata  county, 6.57 

51.  Adams  county,   6.52 

52.  Armstrong  county, 6.55 

53.  Pike  county, 6.5 

54.  Jefferson  county,    6.47 

55.  Centre  county, 6.43 

56.  Huntingdon  countj^ 6.43 

57.  Clarion  county,  6.42 

58.  Sullivan  county,   6.35 

59.  Perry  county, 6.30 

60.  Bedford  county, 6.29 

61.  Monroe  county.  6.24 

62.  Indiana  county, 6.23 

63.  Greene  county, 6.20 

64.  Snyder  county, 6.18 

65.  Somerset  county 6.15 

66.  Fulton  county,     6.00 


Estimated  Value  of  School  Property  in  Counties,  Including  Cities 
and  Boroughs  Having  Superintendents. 

1 .  Adams  county, |164,800  00 

2.  Allegheny  county.  7.611,853  14 

3.  Armstrong  county 301,250  00 

4.  Beaver  county,  491,142  00 

5.  Bedford  county 287,480  84 

6.  Berks  county, 1,314,856  22 

7.  Blair  county,    785,819  00 
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8.  Bradford  county, 493,500  00 

9.  Bucks  county 472,700  00 

10.  Butler  county,   308,300  00 

11.  Cambria  county,   665,975  00 

12.  Cameron  county,   54,500  00 

13.  Carbon  county, 302,500  00 

14.  Centre  county,   285,020  00 

15.  Chester  county,   551,204  57 

16.  Clarion  county,    172,825  00 

17.  Clearfield  county,    458,561  00 

18.  Clinton  county,   119,257  50 

19.  Columbia  county,    275,739  00 

20.  Crawford  county, 471,425  00 

21.  Cumberland  county,   314,950  00 

22.  Dauphin  county,   1,112,550  00 

23.  Delaware  county, 967,065  94 

24.  Elk  county,  142,500  00 

25.  Erie  county,   988,800  00 

26.  Fayette  county, 461,900  00 

27.  Forest  county 63,300  00 

28.  Franklin  county,   313,325  00 

29.  Fulton  county,  27,250  00 

30.  Greene  county, 180,407  32 

31.  Huntingdon  county,   209,525  00 

32.  Indiana  county,   216,300  00 

33.  Jefferson  county,  217,325  00 

34.  Juniata  county,   86,820  00 

35.  Lackawanna  county, 1,567,550  00 

36.  Lancaster  county,   1,063,500  00 

37.  Lawrence  county,    325,700  00 

38.  Lebanon  county, 497,000  00 

39.  Lehigh  county,  1,073,272  73 

40.  Luzerne  county,  1,731,110  00 

41.  Lycoming  county,   611,600  00 

42.  McKean  county, 207,095  00 

43.  Mercer  county,  385,050  00 

44.  Mifflin  county,   : 108,200  00 

45.  Monroe  count}',    136,400  00 

46.  Montgomery  county, 1,196,174  00 

47.  Montour  county, 147,260  00 

48.  Northampton  county,  1,006,105  00 

49.  Northumberland  county,  861,675  00 

50.  Perry  county,   150,050  00 

51.  Pike  county,   41,600  00 

52.  Potter  county, 168,576  23 
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53.  Schuylkill  county,  1,513,075  00 

54.  Snyder  county,   ; .  .  .  132,000  00 

55.  Somerset  county,  199,450  00 

56.  Sullivan  county, 56,600  00 

57.  Susquehanna  county,   253,000  00 

58.  Tioga  county,   229,100  00 

59.  Union  county, 98,700  00 

60.  Venango  county,   410,200  00 

61.  Warren  county, 317,390  00 

62.  AVashington  county,   662,100  00 

63.  Wayne  county,  164,200  00 

64.  Westmoreland  county 1,020,922  00 

65.  Wyoming  county,    115,725  00 

66.  York  county,    714,752  00 

67.  Philadelphia  county,    11,512,933  00 


Total,     148,917,002  59 
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Statement  showing  the  condition  and  working  of  the  system  as 

June, 
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exhibited  by  the  reports  of  Superintendents  for  the  School  year  ending 
1897. 
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Date  of  recognition 

History- 
Total  number  ot  males  in  the  elementary 
course 

Total  number  of  females  in  the  elementary 
course,     

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in  the 
scientific    course 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  the 
scientific    course,     

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in  the 
classical    course 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  the 
classical    course 

Total  number  of  males  who  have  received 
State  certificates  ■nithout  graduating,    .. 

Total  number  of  females  who  have  re- 
ceived State  certificates  without  gradu- 
ating  


1869. 


429  1,015 


Piofessors — 

Number  of  piofessors  and  teachers,   male,  19  ( 

Number  of  professors  and  teachers,  fe- 
male   17  ( 

Average  number  of  classes  taught  by  each 
per   day fi  f 

Average   length   of   recitation    in   minutes,        min.  45         min.  4.5 
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Date  of  recognition,    

Students — 

Number  of  male  students  for  the  past 
school  year,    

Number  of  female  students  for  the  past 
school  year 

Number  of  male  students  in  the  normal 
school,    

Number  of  female  students  in  the  normal 
school 

Number  of  boys  in  the  model  school 

Number  of  girls  in  the  model  school 

Number  of  males  graduated  in  the  ele- 
mentary course 

Number  of  females  graduated  in  the  ele- 
mentary course 

Number  of  males  graduated  in  the  sci- 
entific course 

Number  of  females  graduated  in  the  sci- 
entific  course 

Number  of  males  graduated  in  the  clas- 
sical course,    

Number  of  females  graduated  in  the  clas- 
sical course 

Number  of  males  graduated  who  intend 
to  become  teachers 

Number  of  females  graduated  who  intend 

to  become  teachers 

Number  of  males  who  have  received  aid 
from  State  as  students 

Number  of  females  who  have  received  aid 
from  State  as  students 


407 
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3(17 

220 

287 

124 

44 
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192 

72 

37 

No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Ixxi 

— Continued, 


m"  iS 

Q  t^ 

M   rt 

if  0 

^■=^ 

■-j  c 

H& 

W  o 

<u 

—  M 

o      g 

^1 

M  to  C 

.oc 
.Sag 

"3    M 

H 

i  § 

cS— ;  o 

^-=  eii  o 
*J  o  o 

o 

o    - 
41  m  o 

t.  a 

If! 

Si" 

'^  ^  to 
^  C  a, 

a  no 

I.  O  3 

■5  -S 

•gl-,T3 

"5 

J3  o  S 

S»3 
>^  o 

.2       3 
.'0  >. 

■Siigc 

SmmS 

B 

h 

01 

H 

iz; 

H 

B 

W 

ft, 

H 

360      288 


362      382 


421 

175 

300 

331 

280 

317 

31 

38 

160 

63 

52 

66 

38 

47 

170 

75_ 

^7r 

69 

6.5 

04 

3,  SIS 

78 

1,019 

67 

1,121 

48       21 


74       49 


175        180 


137       117 


215       188 


2.238 


160        175 


213       264 


2.795 


Ixxii 


REPORT  OF  THE 


Off.  Doc 

Statement 


<u  <u 

X  o 

II 

cq  [i 

j:  o 

^2 

•-  o 

3 

oa 

.■a 

"o 
-.5  " 

3 

c 

-3 

■11" 

Ma! 

.  m 

to  C 

o  ^ 
o*^  3 

.2o2 

Mr  c 

•"75  " 

^cS 

1^1 

:S  ftrf 

■Stft 

01 

H 

fa 

tH 

m 

Date  of  recognition,    

Number  of   males  who   have   received   aid 

from  State  as  graduates 

Number  of  females  who  have  received  aid 

from  State  as  graduates,    

Number  of  males  who  have  received  State 

certificates   without   graduating 

Number    of    females    who    have    received 

State  certificates  without  graduating,    ... 


1^66. 


Libraries — 

Whole  number  of  volumes,   

Number  added  during  the  year,    ... 
Number  of  reviews  and  periodicals, 


in, 050 

7,000 

4,109 

50 

337 

105 

93 

33 

2,030 
50 


Value   of   Property  - 

Value  of  buildings  and  grounds .$106,155  62  $150,000  00  $255,000  00  $240,000  00  $400,000  00 

Value  of  furniture 50,500  00  10,000  00  26,000  00  27,000  00  17,000  00 

Value  of  libraries 8.850  00  6,000  00  2.969  00  5.000  00  2,500  00 

Value  of  musical  instruments 5,800  00  5,000  00  3,525  00  3,000  00  3,400  00 

Value  of  apparatus 4.800  00  4,000  00  .1,000  00  5,000  00  3,500  00 

Value  of  other  property,    2,510  00  2,000  00  2,500  00  1,200  00  1,000  00 


78,615  66    $177,000  00    $292,994  00    $281,000  00      $427,400  00 


Debts- 
Amount    secured    to    individuals    by    judg- 
ment   or  mortgages   on    property Sll.nrnOO      $22.54125        $31.125  00 

..\nunint  of  mortgages  held  by  State $169,933  55      $90,000  00      90,000  00       200,000  00 
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1871. 

1S73. 

1S74. 

1875. 

1877. 

1887. 

1889. 

1S93. 

73       49 


7,035 

2,4.50 

3,730 

2,552 

4,300 

4,000 

1,352 

800 

55,106 

202 

400 

230 

100 

SO 

32 

50 

1,911 

200 

80 

50 

98 

125 

45 

59 

25 

1.046 

58,063 


$404,000  00  $200,000  00  $178,000  00  $140,000  00  $170,000  O'l $245, 200  00  $170.. 500  00  $60,140  38  $3,018,996  00- 

20,000  00  12,000  00  12,000  00  21,000  00  21,000  00  11,000  00  9,383  00  3,000  00  239,883  00 

8.000  00  3,500  00  3,500(0  3,938  46  4,500  00   5,300  00  3.500  00  700  00  58,257  46 

5,900  00  1,500  00  1,500  00  3,000  00  2,500  00   3.525  00  2,167  64  .500  00  41,317  64 

5,025  00  1,000  00  1,500  00  4,300  00  2,000  00   2,000  00  762  42  1,050  00  37.937  42 

5,000  00  2,000  00  1,000  00  2,093.30   1,000  00  7,000  00  37,644  70  58,648  00 


$447,925.00  $220,000  00  $197,500  00  $174,331  76   $200,000  00$268,025  00  $187,013  06  $103,035  08  $3,455,039  52 


$S,COO  00   $22,400  00   $6,000  00   $."6,000  00   .$25,0r0  01  $20.6.50  00   $4,000  OO   $20,0CO  00   $232,719  25 
10,000  00   142,000  00   139, .500  00   147,000  00   190,000  Oi"  105,000  00   95.000  00   24,652  97   1,503,086  52 
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Date  of  recognition, 


Amount  of  floating  debt,    24,300  00  12,904  12      

Amount  of  stock  held  by  individuals 19,000  00  19,^50  00 

Amount    contributed    by    individuals    and 

not  Included  in  shares  of  stock 4,725  00      4,000  00 


,0C0  00    39.940  00 


$198,958  55  $121,904  12   $34,050  00  $136,544  25   $310,065  00 


Expenses  and  Improvements- 


Grounds,   fences,   shrubbery,   etc.,    

Furniture 

Insurance  on  buildings 

Discharge   of  debt 

Interest   on   debt 

Musical    Instruments 

Apparatus 

Increase   of   library,    periodicals,    etc, 


3,581  18 

$1,957  40 

$1,627  .59 

$4,452  42 

$3,453  00 

1  6S1  00 

36  94 

83  50 

2.669  75 

1,186  00 
847  82 

1,024  37 
2. 538  64 

181  in 

2,014  38 

241  00 

675  00 

7.200  CO 

4,900  CO 

10,000  00 

3  210  40 

14,103  16 

1,699  65 

1,013  75 

1,326  65 

1.216  94 

2,581  62 

28  00 

370  00 

87  31 

325  00 
224  00 

206  99 
206  00 

209  12 

684  07 

128  48 

2?S  01 

$19,645  34 


,240  63   $1.5,574  00   ,$12,^55  76   $21,954  51 


Students'  Expenses — 
Tuition  per  year  in  normal  school. 
Tuition  per  year  in  model  school,    .. 

Board  per  week,    

Incidental    expenses,    

Income   for  the  Year — 

Balance  as  per  last  report 

From   tuition   in   normal   school,    ... 

From  tuition  in  model  school 

From  room  rents 


$60  00             $51  00             $42  on             $40  00  $63  00 

12  00  10  50 

3  50                2  on                3  50                3  50  3  25 
9  00 

$4.096  46        $2,366.56       $8.518  08        

30,025  82     -9,076  28      $13,043  47      $18,580  00 

14155         1,. 500  00       46.000  32  860  00 

89191      
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1871. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1877. 

1887. 

1889. 

1893. 

23,100  00 
24,500  00 

22,814  64 

430  65 

83.549  41 

41,750  00 

52,200  00 

22,250  00 

40,000  00 

20,000  00 

31,750  00 

174,188  00 

40,000  00 

49.000  00 

3,160  00 

9,000  00 

14,928  00 

10,375  00 

334,440  00 

$199,750  00  $213, 40i)  00  $193,100  00  $258,360  00   $269,064  64$171,650  00  $133,928  00   $87,208  62  $1,327,983  18 


$11,279  45   $3,564  22 
611  02     975  00 


752  20 

310  00 

4,000  00 

542  IS 


S34  47 
i,o:o  00 
3.S57  06 
1,347  62 


.$2,965  60 

3,700  00 

1,212  95 

253  20 

11,358  87 

1,911  24 

124  30 

141  04 

373  S6 


$1,295  90 

1,157  58 

648  22 

720  20 

1,000  00 

3,060  00 

648  98 

33  41 

341  85 


$17,8-9  53 

582  37 

2,103  13 

236  25 

10,000  00 

2,202  82 


$3,527  42   $12,658  75  $4,240  41 

2,096  17     395  90  1,352  59 

I.S-IS  75   ..  

1,016  75  442  83 

228  17  1,000  00 

16  49  117  55 

245  62     355  64  270  70 


3S5  45 

870  45 

100  00 

1,783  07 

31  00 


$72,432  87 

12,672  07 

12,846  39 

11,216  52 

69,769  49 

19,913  71 

1,202  28 

1.981  74 

3,678  23 


$17,844  85   $12,218  37   $22,041  06   $S,906  14   $33,448  93 


,039  18   $16,520  45   $7,424 


$205,713  30 


$65  00 

$63  00 

$52  50 

$50  00 

30  00 

Free. 

10  50 

Free. 

3  40 

3  50 

3  25 

3  60 

$52  50 


$48  00 


$51  00 
Free. 

2  00 


$63  00 


3  00 
10  00 


$4,544  48   $7,516  31     $213  88  $130  03    $5,931  36  $7,366  11  .$5,714  71  $8,092  17  $544,490  15 

23,522  01   1.-, 698  IS  18.535  24    13,407.50  15,614  79  17,587  33  8,728  60  183,819  22 

1,320  00   42,567  01    1,050  00   836  51   11,362  49 

493.50   3,135  15  4.342  43  2,499  50  94,275  39 
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Date  of  recognition 18  9.  1861.              1862.              1866.              1869. 

From  board  of  pupils 45,386  91         3,038  05       28,607  01      33,902  12 

From  State  appropriation 10,000  00  ICOcO  00       10,000  00       10,000  00         10,OCO  00 

From  bequests  and  gratuities 103  55      

From  all  other  sources,    31,563  00         4,636  31      1,74162          4,467  03 

Total  income,    $121,175  74  $30,150  66     $53,150  48     $66,260  02       $67,809  15 


Expenditures  for  the  Tear — 
Total     for     salaries     of     professors     and 

teachers $22,689  84  $8,399  99  $10,660  94  $11,867  00  $15,010  00 

Total  for  salaries  of  other  officers 755  00  345  41  50  00  1,900  00  2,694  43 

Total  for  board,   washing,  etc 23.349  87  3,097  81  19.170  13  17.859  05  22,305  37 

Total  for  servants'   hire 10.634  75  2,472  06  4.948  35  2.940  99  6,239  89 

Total,   as  above,   for  improvements 19,645  34  8,240  63  3,399  53  12,855  76  21,954  51 

Total  for  other  expenditures 37,210  88  4,653  26  12,174  47  10,286  43  1,447  60 

Total  expenditures .fll4.2S5  68  $27,209  16  $50,403  42  $57,709  23  $69,65180 

Insurance — 

Insurance  on  buildings $123,920  00  $45,000  00  $140,800  00  $170,800  00  $166.3.50  00 

Insurance  on  furniture 49.680  00      19,200  00  32.050  00  20,100  00 

Insurance  on  boilers 
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'O.'lSS  38   17.805  77   2S,f51  04    26,815  01   9,250  00   17,592  34   20,7C6  68 

10,000  00   10,000  00   10,000  00   lO.OCO  (JO    10,000  OJ  10,000  00   10,000  00   10,000  00 


$94,134  58 


7,S04  37 


4,217  19   $22,500 


3,082  47 


280,650  30 

130,000  00 

103  55 

88,134  61 


,883  32   $-i2,572  20   $61,427  00   $78,654  34  $46,708  48   $39,155  79   $50,753  95   $842,835  71 


$27,197  00 
2,720  00 
34,905  61 
7,459  73 
17,844  85 
3,951  06 


$8,659  16  $14,823  41  $;5.943  19 

600  00  1,100  00  500  00 

15,623  26  10.010  15   

2,781  03  3.285  07  28,305  57 

12.218  57  22,041  06  8,906  14 

868  14  2,253  01  4,093  43 


$12,292  88  $10,080  00  $12,420  00 

2,046  50   2,347  57  2,579  08 

20,716  21  10,025  22  15,354  71 

5,009  83   1,908  02  1,961  53 

33,448  93   9,039  IS  16,520  45 

5,130  69   6,205  89  2,844  91 


U1.724  99 

$181,768  40 

1,626  07 

19,264  06 

11,S97  51 

204,314  90 

3,696  24 

81,643  06 

7.424  08 

193,539  03 

8,856  93 

99,976  70 

$94,078  25   $40,750  16   $53,512  70   $57,748  33   $78,645  04  .$39,605  88   $51, 


$45,225  82   $780,506  15 


5227,950  00  $99,000  00  $53,000  00  $69,400  00  $99,300  O'l  $77,500  00  $75.000  00  $46,500  00  $1,359,520  00 
22,500  00  11,000  00  5,000  00  5,200  00  4,200  00  14,550  00  5,500  00  17,000  00  258,480  00 
7,500  00   


$1,618,000  00 
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THEOLOGICAL,    SEMINARIES. 

Allegheny  Theological  Seminary,    Allegheny   City, 

Western  Theological  Seminary Allegheny  City, 

Theological    Seminary    of    the    Reformed 
Presbyterian   Church,    Allegheny   City, 

Moravian   Theological   Seminary Bethlehem,     ... 

Theological    Department    of    Ursinus    Col- 
lege,     Collegeville,    . . . 

Theological  Course  in  St.  Vincent  College,  Germantown,     . 

Theological  Seminary  of  the  General  Synod 
of  the   Evangelical   Lutheran  Church   in 

the  United  States,    Gettysburg,     ... 

,  Theological     Seminary     of    the     Reformed 

Church  in  the  United  States,    Lancaster,     


1825 
1827 

I  1830 

■)  18tiS 

1844 

18.56 

1807 

1803 

1S70 

1S69 

1808 

1851 

1825         1831 


9.  Meadville   Theological    School Meadville 1S«         1846 

10.  Theological   Seminary   of    the    Evangelical 

Lutheran  Church Mt.   Airy,    Philadelphia 1864         1894 

11.  Theological   Seminary  of  St.   Charles  Bor- 

romeo Overbrook 1832         1838 

12.  Divinity  School  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 

pal Church,    Philadelphia 1857         1861 

13.  Theological     Seminary    of     the     Reformed 

Episcopal   Church Philadelphia 1887         1887 

II.  Theological     Seminary     of    the     Reformed 

Presbyterian   Church Philadelphia 1807         

15.  Theological  Department  Susquehanna  Uni- 
versity    Selins   Grove 1894         1858 

Ifi.  Crozer  Theological  Seminary Upland 1868         1868 


MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 

1.  Hahnemann  Medical   College Philadelphin IS^S         IS-fS 

2.  Jefferson  Medical  College Philadelphia 1S25         1S24 

3.  Medical    Department   University   of   Penn- 

sylvania     Philadelphia 1765         1753 


No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Ixxix 

Educational  Institutions  compiled  from  reports  of  presiding  officers 
years,  1896--97. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
Keligiuus  Denominatiun.  in  Charge. 


Name  of  President,    Principal  or 
Superintendent. 


Jnited  Presbyterian President Rev.  James  A.  Grier,   D.   D. 

Presbyterian Senior  Professor Rev.  Wm.  H.  Jeffers,  D.  D.,  L.L..  D. 

Reformed  Presbyterian,    Senior  Professor,    D.  B.  Willson,   M.  D.,   D.  D. 

Moravian President,    Rev.  Aug.   Scliultze,   D.  D. 


Reformed,     

Roman    Catholic, 


Dean,    Rev.  James  1.  Good,  D.  D. 

Superior,    Very  Rev.  James  McGill,  V.  C.  M. 


Lutheran,     .TT Chairman  of  Faculty,    .  Milton  Valentine,    D.   D.,    LL.   D. 

Reformed President  of  Faculty,    ..  Rev.    Emanuel    V.    Gerhart,    D    .D. 

LL.   D. 
Unitarian President,    George  L.  Gary,   A.  M.,   L.  H.  D. 


Dean Rev.  Henry  E.  Jacobs,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 


Roman    Catholic, 


Rector,    Very  Rev.  J.  E.  Fitz  Maurice,  D.  D. 


Protestant   Episcopal,    Dean,    Edward  T.  .Bartlett. 


Reformed   Episcopal Dean,    Wm.  R.  Nicholson. 


Reformed    Presbyterian, 


President David  Steele,    D.   D. 


Lutheran President, 

Baptist President, 


J.   R.   Dimm,    A.   M.,   D.   D. 
Henry  G.  Weston,   D.  D.,   LL.'  D. 


Non-Sectarian, 
Non-Sectarian, 


Dean,    Pemberton  Dudley,   M.  D. 

Dean,    William  Potter,  M.  D. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Provost Charles  C.  Harrison,   A.  M.,   LL.  D. 
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4.  Medico-Chirurgical   College Philadelphia, 

.'.  I'hiladelphia    Polyclinic Philadelphia, 

6.  Philadelphia  Post-Graduate  School  of  Ho- 

meopathy   Philadelphia, 

7.  Western  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,    ..  Pittsburgh,    .. 

8.  The    Wistar    Institute    of    Anatomy    and 

Biology,     Philadelphia, 

9.  Woman's  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia, 


ISSl 

1881 

1SS3 

1SS3 

1S90 

1890 

1SS7 

1892 

1850 

1850 

COLLEGES  OF  PHARMACY. 

1.  Philadelphia   College  of   Pharmacy Philadelphia 1S21         1822 

2.  Pittsburgh   College   of  Pharmacy Pittsburgh 1S78  .... 

DENTAL    COLLEGES. 

1.  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery, ..    Philadelphia 18-55         1855 

2.  Philadelphia  Dental   College   and   Hospital 

.     of  Oral  Surgery Philadelphia,     1863         1SG3 

3.  Department    of    Dentistry.     University    of 

Pennsylvania,     Philadelphia 1878  

4.  Pittsburgh  Dental  Colleg  • Pittsburgh 1896         18!)G 

CONSERVATORIES  OF   MUSIC. 

1.  Broad   Street  Conservatory  of  Music Philadelphia 1885  

2.  Philadelphia  School   of  Music Philadelphia 1SS8         1891 

3.  The  Philadelphia  Musical   Academy Philadelphia 1870         


COLLEGES   AND   UNIVERSITIES. 

1.  Allegheny  College Meadville,    ... 

2.  Bryn  Mawr  College nr,\  n    Mawr, 

3.  Bucknell   College Lewisburg,    .. 


1815 

1817 

1885 

1880 

1846 

1846 

4.  Central  High  School Philadelphia 1836         1S49 

5.  Dickinson  College Carlisle 17S3         1783 


6.  Franklin    and    Marshall    (^ollege Lancaster,     .. 

7.  Geneva  College,    Heaver   Falls. 

8.  Grove  City  College,    Grove  City,    .. 


.'  i,s;i(;  -    1852 

/  1S52  \ 
1S4R    1S7!> 


1876 


1S79 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in  Cliarge. 


Name  of  President,    Princlijal   or 
Superintendent. 


Non-Sectarian Dean 

Non-Sectarian President  of  Faculty, 


t,'has.  Kde  M.   Sajons,   M.  D. 
M.    J.    Stern,    M.    D. 


Non-Sectarian President John  Pitcairn. 

Non-Sectarian Dean,    j.   B.   Murdock,    M.   D. 


Non-Sectarian, 
Non-Sectarian, 


President,    William  Pepper,  M.  D. 

Dean,    Clara  Marshall,  M.  D. 


Non-Sectarian, 


President Joseph  R.  Remington,  Ph.  M.,P.C.S. 

Dean Julius  A.  Koch,   P.  D. 


Non-Sectarian Dean C.  N.  Peirce,   D.   D.  S. 


Non-Sectarian Dean, 


S.  H.   Guilford,   A.M.,   D.D.S.,   Ph.D. 


Dean Edward  C.   Kirk,   D.   D.   S. 

Non-Sectarian Dean J.   G.   Templeton,   A.   M.,    D.   D.   S. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Director Gilbert    Reynolds    Combs. 

Principal Kate  H.   Chandler. 

Director Rich.   Zeckwer. 


Methodist  Episcopal President Rev.  William  H.   Crawford,    D.   D. 

Non-Sectarian,    President Mr.   Cary  Thomas,    Ph.   D. 

Baptist President John  H.  Harris,   Ph.   D. ,   LL.   D. 

Non-Kp"tarian President Robert  Ellis  Thompson,  A.M.,S.T.D. 

Methodist  Episcopal President,    Rev.    Geo.    Edward   Reed,    S.    T.   D., 

LL.   D. 

Reformed   Church    in    the   IT.    S..     President John  S.   Stahr,   Ph.  D.,   D.  D. 

TTnited  Presbyterian President Wm.  Pollock  Johnston,  A.  M.,  D.  D. 

Undenominational President Rev.  Isaac  C.  Ketler,   Ph.  D.,  D.   D. 

F.--5--97 
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9.  Haverford   College Haverford,     liiSS 

10.  Lafayette  College Easton 1:^32 

11.  Lebanon  Valley  College Annville, 1S66 

12.  Lehigh   University,    South  Bethlehem 1866 

13.  Muhlenberg    College Allentown 1864 

H.Pennsylvania   College Gettysburg 1832 

15.  Pennsylvania  Military  College,    Chester 1862 

16.  Pennsylvania  State  College State   College 1S59 

17.  St.   Vincent  College Eeatty 1S46 

18.  Susquehanna  University Selins   Grove 1858 

19.  Swarthmore   College.    Swarthmore 1869 

20.  Thiel   College Greenville,     1870 


1830 
lS2li 
1867 
1866 
1867 
1832 
18G2 
1855 
1870 
1S5S 
1864 
1870 


21.  University    of    Pennsylvania Philadelphia 1740 

22.  Ursinus  College Collegeville 1869 

23.  Villanova  College Villanova 1842 

24.  Washington  and  Jefferson  College 

25.  Waynesburg   College 

2G.  Western   University   of   Pennsylvania Pittsburgh,    1787 

27.  Westminster  College New  Wilmington 1852 

28.  Wilson  Female  College Chambersburg 1870 


Washington I  1780  ( 

'(  1787  t 
Waynesburg 1850 


1755 
1869 
18-IS 
1802 
1850 
1819 
1852 
1869 


COLLEGIATE  .  INSTITUTIONS    AND 
SECONDARY    SCHOOLS. 

1.  Abington  Friends'   School Jenkintown 

2.  Agnes  Irwin's  School Philadelphia,     ... 

3.  Albright  Collegiate  Institute Myerstown 

4.  Allentown  College  for  Women .\lIentown 

5.  Alinda  College  Preparatory  School Pittsburgh 

6.  (Miss)     Baldwin's     Preparatory     to     Bryn 

Mawr   College Bryn   Mawr.    ... 

7.  Barkeyville    Academy Barkeyville 

8.  Beaver  College Beaver 

9.  (Mrs.)  Blackwood's  School  for  Girls Lancaster 

10.  Btoomfleld   Academy New    Bloomfleld. 

11.  Brown  Preparatory  School Philadelphia.     .. 


Klilti  I 

ISSS  \ 
1869 


1886 

1883 

1S84 

1S.53 

1874 

1888 

1838 

1876 

No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

Statistics— Continued. 


Ixxxiii 


Religious  Uenominatioii. 


Official  Title  of  Officer  I      Name  of  President    Principal  or 
in  Charge.  Superintendent. 


President Isaac  Sliarpless,    Sc.   D.,    LL.   D. 

President Kthelbert   Dudley   Warfield,    LL.    D. 


Friends   (Ortliodox) 

Presbyterian 

United  Brethren  in  Christ President E.   Benj.   Bierman,    Ph.   D. 

undenominational President Thomas  Messinger  Drown.   LL.   D. 

Lutheran President Rev.  Theodore  L.  Seip,   D.  D. 

Lutheran President,    Harry  W.  McKnight,   D.  D..   LL.  D. 

Undenominational President Col.  George  E.  Hyatt,   C.  E. 

undenominational President George  W.   Atherton,    LL.    D. 

Roman    Catholic Director Rt.    Rev.    Leander  Schuer,    O.    S.    B. 

Evangelical    Lutheran President J.  R.  Dimm,  A.  M.,   M.  D. 

Society   of   Friends,     President Charles  De  Garmo,   Ph.  D. 

Evangelical   Lutheran President Rev.    Theophilus    B.    Roth.    A.    M., 

D.    D. 

undenominational Provost Chas.  Custis  Harrison,   A.M.,   LL.D. 

Reformed   Church   in    the    U.    S.,     President Her.   Henry  T.   Spangler.   D.  D. 

Catholic President Rev.  Laurence  A.   Delurey,  O.   S.   A. 

Presbyterian President Rev.  James  D.  Moffat,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Cumberland    Presbyterian President A.  B.  Miller,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Undenominational Chancellor W.  J.  Holland.  Ph.  t). ,  D.  D. ,  LL.D. 

united  Presbyterian President Rev.  R.   G.   Ferguson.   D.  D. 

Presbyterian President Rev.    Samuel  A.    Martin,    D.    D. 


Society  of  Friends Principal Lewis  B.  Ambler. 

Non-Sectarian Head  Mistress Sophy  Dallas  Irwin. 

United   Evangelical President C.  A.  Bowman. 

Reformed   Church   in    the   U.    S..     President Rev.  J.  W.   Knappenberger,   A.  M. 

Undenominational Principal Ella  Gordon  Stewart. 


Non-Sectarian Principal Miss  Florence  Baldwin. 

Non-Sectarian Principal J-  E.  Eakin. 

Methodist President W.  J.  Alexander. 

Non-Sectarian Principal ....  Emma  Jerome  Blackwood. 

Non-Sectarian Principal H.   C.   Mohn. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Alonzo   Brown. 
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12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

IS. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 


Central  Pennsylvania  College New   Berlin 1S55         1883 

Central  High  School Philadelphia 1836         1849 

Chambersburg   Academy,    Chambersburg 1796         1797 

Cheltenham  Academy Ogontz 1871         

Chester  Academy Chester 1S62         

Church  Training  and  Dtaconess  House,    ..    Pliiladelphia 1891         

Clarion  Collegiate   Institute Rimersburg,     1885         1885 

Caston  Academy,    Easton 1861         

Eichelberg   Academy,     Hanover 1892         1896 

Eldersridge  Academy Eldersridge 1847         1884 

English  and  Classical  Institute Stewartstown .... 

Episcopal  Academy,    Philadelphia 1785         1787 

Fairview  Academy Brodheadsville 1881         1895 

Freeburg  Academy Freeburg,     1856         1857 

Fredonia  Institute Fredonia 1SS6         1889 

Friends'    Select   School Philadelphia 1833 

Friends'   Select  School Media 1885 

Friends'   Central  Schools I'hiladelphia,    1845 

Friends'    (Orthodox)    School Germantown 1847 

Froibel  Kindergarten Bethlehem 1889 

George   School Near  Newtown 1893 

Germantown  Academy,   Germantown 1760 

Girls'    High    School Philadelphia ;..  1848 

(Miss)  Gordon's  School Philadelphia 1880 

Gratz  College Philadelphia 1895 

Green  Ridge  School Scranton 

Greensburg  Academy Darlington 1802 

Greensburg  Seminary Greensburg 1874         1888 

Hall   Institute Sharon 1888         1888 

Harrisburg    Academy Harrisburg 1790         1809 

Harry  Hillman  Academy Wilkes-Barre 1877         

Hazleton  Seminary.   Hazleton 1886         

Hill  School Pottstown 18.51 

Hollidaysburg  Seminary  for  Girls Hollidaysburg 1864         1866 

Hamilton   School Philadelphia,     1S80         188S 

Hugesian    School Buckingham 1841  


No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  o£  Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name  of  President,    Principal  or 
Superintendent. 


President,    Aaron  E.  Gobble,    A.  M.,   D.   D. 

President,    Robert  Ellis  Thompson. 


United    Evangelical 

Non-Sectarian 

Presbyterian Principal M.    R.    Alexander,    A.    M. 

undenominational Principal Dr.  John  C.  Rice.   Ph.   D. 

Undenominational Principal George  Gilbert.   M.   D. 

Protestant  Episcopal Warden Caroline  H.   Sanford. 

Reformed   Church    In   the   U.    S.,    Principal,    W.    L.    Smith,    A.    B. 

Undenominational Principal.    Samuel  R.  Park,  A.  m: 

Lutheran Principal John  E.  Bahn. 

Non-Sectarian Principal :....  N.  B.  Kelly. 

Non-sectarian Principal,    D.  C.  Weller. 

Protestant  Episcopal Head   Master William  H.   Klapp. 

Non-Sectarian Principal E.   F.   Kunkle,    A.   M. 

Undenominational Principal George  W.  Walborn. 

„     .      .    „  Prncioal  S.    H.    Miller,    A.    M. 

Non-Sectarian r-i.ncipAi 

Society  of  Friends   .Orthodox),    ..  Superintendent I.    Henry   Bartlett. 

pj.jgnds Principal Emma   Fell   Paxson. 

Society  of  Friends Principal William  W.  Birdsdale. 

Friends   (Orthodox) Principal Davis  H.    Forsyth. 

„     ,      .                                                 Princinal                                .   Miss   Ida    S.    MacMullan. 
Non-Sectarian principal 

Fj.lgnag_ Principal George  L.  Maris. 

Non-sectarian Principal William  Kershaw.   P.  H.   D. 

Undenominational Principal William  Droun  Rorer. 

Undenominational Principal Elizabeth  F.  Gordon. 

jg.5^,isl,,    President Moses  A.  Droprie. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal Louise  Guscke. 

Undenominational,   Principal C.   A.   Simonton. 

Lutheran Principal W.  M.   Swengle.   Ph.  D. 

Baptist Presiflent H.   C.    Hall.    D.    D. 

Undenominational,   Principal .Jacob  F.  Seller,  Ph.  D. 

Non-Sectarian Principal H.  C.  Davis.   A.  M..   Ph.  D. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Mrs.    Sophia   C.    Jack. 

Non-Sectarian Prtncipal John   Meigs,    Ph     O. 

_     .      .   _  Princinal  Mrs.  R.  S.  Hitchcock. 

Non-Sectanan i-riin  iijai 

_     .      .  TTend  Master  T-e  'Roy  Blips  Peckham. 

Non-Sectar'pn Heaa  jvidsier 

Friends Principal Cynthia  Doane. 
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Irving  College,    Mechanicsburg, 

Institute  for  Colored  Youth,    Philadelphia,     .. 

Ivy    House,    Philadelphia,     .. 

Jamestown  Seminary Jamestown 

Jefferson  Academy,    Canonsburg,     

Juniata  College Huntingdon,     — 

Kiskiminetas  Springs  School Saltsburg 

Keystone  Academy Factory ville,    

Laird   Institute Murrysville 

Lerch's  Preparatory  School Easton 

Ligonier  Classical  Institute Ligonier,     

Linden   Hall   Seminary Lititz,     

Martin  Academy Kennett   Square, 

Mary  J.  Drexel  Home  School  for  Girls Philadelphia,     .. 

Mercersburg  College Mercersburg,     .. 

Mifflin   Academy MifHintown, 

McElwain    Institute New    Lebanon, 

Mountain    Seminary Birmingham,     .. 


Neffs  College  of  Oratory Philadelphia 

North   Washington   Institute North  Hope 

Oakland    School Oakland  Cross  Roads, 

Park    Institute Allegheny   City 


1856 

1857 

i837 

1842 

1S68 

1858 

1858 

1790 

1869 

1876 

1896 

18SS 

1868 

1868 

1861 

1897 

1885 

1888 

1794 

1S6S 

1875 

\  1887  / 

"/  18(10  ( 

1865 

1893 
1865 

1882 

1882 

1SS3 

1S50 

1852 

1893 

1893 

1878 

1879 

1SS9 

1889 

Perkicmen  Seminary Pennsburg 1892         — 

Pennsylvania  Bible  Institute,    Philadelphia.     1895         1897 

Pennsylvania  College  for  Women Pittsburgh 1869         1869 

Pennsylvania  Institution   for  the   Instruc- 
tion of  the  Blind Philadelphia 1833         1833 

Philadelphia  High  School  for  Girls Philadelphia 1848 

Pittsburg  Academy Pittsburgh 1882 

Preparatory  School  of  Lehigh   University.    Bethlehem 1897 

Prospect  Academy Prospect 

Reid   Institute Reidsburg 1862 

Rittenhouse  Academy , Philadelphia 1854 


9.  Roman  Catholic  High  School   for  Boys, 


Philailolphia. 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer  1 
in  Charge. 


Name  of  President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Lutheran ^"ncipal E.  E.  Campbell.  A.  M..  Ph.  D. 

society  of  Friends.    Principal Fanny   Jackson    Coppin. 

Principal Mary  E.  Stevens. 

Principal.    Rev.   Joseph  L.   Hunter.    A.   B. 

Principal R-   H.   Meloy.   A.   M. 

Acting  President I.  Harvey  Brumbaugh. 


Episcopal,     

Xon-Sectarian,  . 
Non-Sectarian,  . 
German  Baptist, 


A.  W.  Wilson.  Jr.,  and  R.  W.  Fair. 


Non-Sectarian Principal.    

g^pjjg(._    Principal Elkhanna  HuUey,  A.  M. 

„     ,      .  Princioal  John  R.  Steeves,  A.  M. 

Non-Sectanan t-iincipd,! 

^     ,.     .  Prineinal         Charles  H.  Lerch. 

Non-Sectarian f-riiiuiy<ii 

Non-Sectarian Principal Rev.  E.  H.  Dickinson. 

Moravian President Rev.    C.    L.    Moench. 

jPyigQ^s Principal Edgar  Stinson,    B.    S. 

,     ^^  Prinrinal  Rev.    C.    Goedel. 

Lutheran j:-rincipd.i 

Reformed   Church   In    the   U.    S..    President Rev.  Wm.  Man  Irvin,  A.  N.,  Ph.  D. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Harry  Dysinger. 

„      X                                                           Prinninal                                  .    J.    S.    Fruit,    Jr. 
Non-Sectarian i-rmcipai,    

„      ^   ^     .  Princioal  Miss  A.    J.   Davis;   Miss  S.    M.    Gal- 

Presbytenan t-rmcipai 

laher. 

^,    ,  ■      i-        I  Prpsiidpnt  Silas  S.  Neff. 

Undenominational ir-rebiueni. 

Non-Sectarian Principal C.   C.   Mechling. 

Presbyterian Principal Rev.  Henry  Bain,  D.  D. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Levi  Louddon.    Ph.D. 

Schwenkfelder Principal, Rev.   O.   S.   Kriebol.    A.   M. 

Non-Sectarian Superintendent Charles  E.   Hurlburt. 


Presbyterian, 

Non-Sectarian. 
Non-Sectarian, 
Non-Sectarian, 
Non-Sectarian, 
Non-Sectarian, 

Baptist 

Non-Sectarian. 


Roman  Catholic. 


President Miss   R.    J.    Devore. 

Principal Edward  E.   Allen. 

Principal William    Droun    Rorer. 

Principal J-    Warren   Lytle. 

Principal H.   A.   Foering. 

Principal M.   M.   Rodgers. 

,  Principal Rev.  Geo.  Ballentine. 

Principal De    Benneville    K.    Ludwig.     A.    M. 

Ph.  D. 
.  Rector ; Rev.   N.   F.   Fisher. 
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81.  Schuylkill   Seminary,    Fredericksburg,     

82.  Shady   Side  Academy Shady   Side,    Pittsburgh, 

S3.  School  of   the  Lackawanna Scranton 


1881 

1882 

1883 

1885 

1873 

Spring   Garden  Institute 

St.   Bonifacius  School 

St.   John's  Parochial   School 

St.  Joseph's  Parochial  School 

St.  Joseph' s  Academy,    

St.   Joseph's  Academy 

St.   Luke's  School,    

St.   Mary's  College 

St.  Peter's  School, 

Sugar  Grove  Seminary 

Susquehanna  Collegiate  Institute 

Temple  College 

The    School    for    Black    People    and    Their 

Descendants,     

Thurston   Preparatory   School,    

(The  Misses)  Tomkinson's  School,    

Trinity   Hall 

Union  College,    

Wagner  Free  Institute  of  Science,    

Vv'alton  Wellesly  College 

Washington  Female  College 

West  Green  Street  Institute 

West  Newton  Academy,   

Westtown  Boarding  School 

West   Sunbury   Academy 

West  Walnut  Street  Seminary 

Western  Pennsylvania  Classical  and  Sci- 
entific   Institute 

Wilkes-Barre    Female    Institute,    

Williamsport   Dickinson    Seminary 

William  Penn   Charter  School 

Ursullne   Young  Ladio.s'    Academy 


Philadelphia 1851 

Williamsport 1S69 

York 1874 

Titusville 1S72 

Chestnut  Hill,    Philadelphia,    1858 

McSherrystown 1854 

Bustleton 1863 

Northeast 1881 

Columbia,     1872 

Sugar   Grove 1884 

Towanda,     1854 

Philadelphia 1884 

Philadelphia 1770 

Pittsburgh 1887 

Harrisburg 1880 

Washington 1879 

Philadelphia 1881 

Philadelphia 1855 

Philadelphia 1882 

AVashington 1836 

Philq^delphia,     1868 

West   Newton 1894 

Westtown 1799 

West  Sunbury 1884 

Philadelphia 1S66 

Mt.   Pleasant 1S73 

Wilkes-Barre 

Williamsport 1848 

Philadelphia i  ICHI  I 

/1711  (■ 

Pittsburgh 1870 


1862 
1854 


1S83 
1S50 


1S95 
1855 
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Religiuus  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name  of  President,    I'rincipal   or 
Superintendent. 


Evangelical  Association 

Non-Sectarian 

Presbyterian 


Principal W.   H.    Kindt,   A.   M. 

Principal,    William  Ralston  Crabbe,    Pii.   D. 

Principal,    Rev.     Thomas     M.     Cram,     LL.    D. 

Walter  H.  Buel,  A.  M. 

,,     .      .    „  Prpsidpnt  Addison  B.  Burlc. 

Non-Sectanan iTesiueni. 

Roman  Catholic Rector Rev.  John  Koeper. 

Evangelical  Lutheran Principal Rev.  Henry  Walker. 

Roman  Catholic Mother  Superior M.   Austin. 

Roman  Catholic Superior Mother  Mary  Clement. 

Roman    Catholic Mother   M.    Ignatius. 

Episcopal Principal Charles  H.  Strout. 

Roman  Catholic Director August   Dooper. 

Roman  Catholic Principal,    S.    M.    Flavia. 

United  Brethren Principal,    R.   J.   White. 

Presbyterian Principal Edwin  E.   Quinlan,    A.   M. 

Non-Sectarian President Russell    H.    Conwell. 


Society  of  Friends, 
Non-Sectarian,  — 
Non-Sectarian,  ... 
Non-Sectarian,  .... 
Non-Sectarian,  ... 
Non-Sectarian,     ... 


Manager Joseph  P.  Jacob. 

Principal,    Alice  M.   Thurston. 

Principal Miss  M.  M.  Tomlcinson. 

Rector Wm.  W.    Smith. 

President James  M.  Lingle. 

Actuary Samuel  Wagner. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Danforth. 

Presbyterian Principal Miss  N.  Sherrard. 

Non-Sectarian Principal,    ■  ■  ATi.ss  Martha  Laird. 

Non-Sectarian President,    T.    A.    Eaton,    D.   D. 

Orthodox  Society  of  Friends Principal William   F.   Wickersham. 

Presbyterian  U.   P Principal Hugh  Nevin. 

Non-Sectarian Principal 


Mrs.  Rebecca  C.   Dickinson  Long. 


Baptist Principal H.   C.   Dixon. 

Principal Elizabeth  H.  Rockwell. 

Methodist  Episcopal President Rev.    E.    J.    Gray.    t).    D. 

Friends Head    Master T^ichard   M    .Tones,    LL     D. 

tomnn   Catholic Mother    Superior "other  T^rpula. 


xc 


REPORT  OF  THE  .  Off.  Doc. 

General  and  Financial 


Name  of   Institution. 


a 
o 

N 

c  c 
d  o 

».' 

Location. 

cd  O 

oi 
o 

o 

01 

Q 

Q 

114.  Yates  Institute Lancaster 1S57 

115.  Young  Men's  Ciiristian  A.-sociUlion Pliiladelphia 1854 

116.  York  Collegiate  Institute York 1873 


1857 
1857 
1873 


MANUAL  TRAINING  AND  INDUSTRIAL 
SCHOOLS. 

1.  Central  Manual  Training  School 

2.  Drexel   Institute   of   Art,    Science   and   In- 

dustry  

3.  Master  Builders  Mechanical  Trade  School, 

4.  Pennsylvania   Museum   and   School   of   In- 

dustrial  Art,    

5.  Pennsylvania   Institute    for   the   Deaf   and 

Dumb 

6.  School   of  Pennsylvania  Academy   of   Fine 

Arts 

7.  Soldiers'    Orphans'    Industrial    School 

8.  St.  Francis  Industrial  School 

9.  Williamson     Free     School     of     Mechanical 

Trades 

BUSINESS  COLLEGES. 

1.  Actual  Business  College 

2.  AUentown  Business   College 

3.  Easton  College  of  Business 

4.  Duit's  Mercantile  College 

5.  Harrisburg   Business  College 

6.  Inter  State  Commercial  College 

7.  North     Wales     Academy     and     School     of 

Business 

8.  Palmer's  College  of  Short  Hand  and  Busi- 

ness Branches 

9.  Patrick's   Business    and    Short    Hand    Col- 

lege  

10.  Peirce   College 

11.  Spenserian   Business   College 

12.  Towanda  Business  College 


Philadelphia 1885 


Philadelphia 1891 

Philadelphia 1888 


Philadelphia 1876 


Mt.   Airy, 


Philadelphia 1803 

Scotland 1895 

Eddington 1888 


Williamson    School, 


Pittsburgh   and   Allegheny  City.    ...      1880 

AUentown 1869 

Easton,    

Pittsburgh 1840 

Harrisburg 1885 

Reading 1885 


North   Wales, 


Philadelphia 1885 

York 1893 

Philadelphia 1865 

Philadelphia 1886 

Towanda 1892 


1894 
1895 
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Religious  i^enoniination. 


Protestant    Episcopal, 

Non-Sectarian 

Presbyterian 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name  of  President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Head  Master,    M.    A.   Hooper  and  W.   F.   Shers 

General  Secretary Walter   C.    Douglas. 

President E.   T.   Jeffers,    D.   D. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Principal William  L,.  Sayer. 


Undenominational President James  MacAlister. 

Non-Sectarian Superintendent Wm.  A.  H.  Allen. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Lestie  W.   Miller. 

Non-Sectarian Superintendent A.  L.   E.  Crouter,   LL.  D. 

Non-Sectarian Curator John  D.  Pierce.  P.  A..  F.  A. 

Non-Sectarian Superintendent J.  W.  Clark. 

Roman  Catholic Brother  Director Most  Rev.  P.  J.  Ryan. 

Non-Sectarian President  and  Sup' t John  M.  Shrigley. 

Non-Sectarian President T.  M.  Williams. 

Non-Sectarian • Principal W.  L.   Blackman. 

Non-Sectarian Principal r.   Lincoln  Free. 

Non^Sectarian President William  H.  Duit. 

Non-Sectarian Principal J-  E.  Garner. 

Non-Sectarian President H.  G.  Stoner. 


Non-Sectarian Principal S.   W.   Brunner. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Orson  R.   Palmer. 

Undenominational Principal W.    H.   Patrick. 

Non-Sectarian Vice  Principal W.   J.   Solly. 

Non-Sectarian Principal T.    H.    McCool. 

Non-Sectarian Princigal M.  S.  Cronk. 
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Name  o 

f   Institution. 

Location.' 

<u 
a  o 

ca 
o 

o 

01 

Q 

fi 

13.  The  Tubb's  Business  College Oil  City 1S89 

U.  Williams'   Business  College,    Scranton 1883 

15.  Williamsport  Commercial  Cellege  uf  Short 

Hand,     Williamsport 1866 

16.  Washington   Business  College,    Washington 18S9 


ORPHANS'   HOMES. 

Bethany  Orphans'   Home Womelsdorf 1863 

Church  Home  for  Orphans Jonestown 1881 

Concordia   Home Delano 1883 

Emaus  Orphans'  Home Middletown,     

Glrard  College Philadelphia 1848 

Home    for    Orphans    and    Friendless    Chil- 
dren,       Huntingdon 1881 

Lutheran  Orphans'   Home,   Germantown 1859 

Methodist  Episcopal   Home Philadelphia 1865 

Orphans'  Home  and  Farm  School Zelienople 1852 

St.   Paul's  R.    C.   Orphans'    Asylum Pittsburgh 1840 

St.  Paul's  Orphans'  Home Butler 1867 

Tressler  Orphans'   Home Loysville 1867 


1886 
1839 


I  1860  I 
I  1872  f 


1861 
1841 
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Statistics — Continued. 


Kelisiuus  Deuominaliou. 


Non-Sectaiian, 
Non-Sectarian, 


Official  Title  uf  Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name  or   President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Principal Delavan  C.   Tubbs. 

President O.   F.   Williams. 


Non-Sectarian, 
Non-Sectarian, 


Principal,    F.  M.  Allen. 

Principal Louis  Van  Orden. 


Reformed   Church   in   the   U.    S.,     Superintendent Rev.   Thomas  M.   Yundt. 

Protestant    Episcopal House  Father Rev.   Alfred  M.   Abel. 

Evangelical   Lutheran,    President    and    Director,    F.  Williams. 

Lutheran Principal   of  Trustees,    .    William  A.   Croll. 

Non-Sectarian President .\dam  H.  Fetterolff,   Ph.  D.,   LL.  D. 


Undenominational,   Matron K.   A.  Lowell,   President. 

Evangelical   Lutheran,    Superintendent Rev.  Geo.  Ph.  Muller. 

Methodist  Episcopal Matron,     Mrs.    M.    J.    Chesebrough. 

Evangelical   Lutheran Director,    .\.  J.   Kribbs. 

Catholic Resident  Director M.  Lynch. 

Reformed    Church    in    the    U.    S.,  •  Superintendent Rev.  P.   C.   Prugh,   D.  D. 

Lutheran Superintendent Charles  A.  Widle. 
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County  Superintendents. 


ADAMS  COUNTY— J.   W.  Thoman. 


We  again  have  reached  the  end  of  another  year's  work.  Much  in 
detail  might  be  said  concerning  the  success  and  shortcomings  of  our 
work.  We  cannot  help  but  think  of  the  quotation,  viz:  ''For  every 
gain  there  is  a  corresponding  loss,  and  for  every  loss  there  is  a  gain." 
This  often  may  not  be  perceptible,  much  less  comprehensible,  never- 
theless, it  is  true.  True,  especially,  in  the  administration  and  per- 
formance of  work  calculated  for  the  upbuilding  and  development 
of  culture  and  thought. 

Not  wishing  to  be  vain  in  our  esteem  and  efforts  and  accomplish- 
ments, yet  we  feel  like  congratulating  ourselves  upon  having  accom- 
plished something  during  the  past  year.  Great  was  the  effort  made 
to  place  our  schools  upon  a  higher  plane  of  efficiency.  Never  was 
the  determination  by  directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons  greater 
to  lend  a  hand  of  co-operation  than  during  the  past  year. 

The  office  of  county  superintendent  has  its  many  likes  and  dislikes, 
but  the  work,  though  irksome,  embarrassing  and  often  tiring,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  grave  responsibility  devolving  upon  the  superintend- 
ent, yet  all  these,  though  wearing,  are  easily  borne  when  the  neces 
sary  co-operation  is  given,  and  due  respect  is  shown. 

Upon  this  we  congratulate  ourselves,  never  during  the  history  of 
our  schools  was  there  a  kindlier  spirit  of  assistance,  satisfaction  and 
feeling  shown  than  during  the  past  year. 

People  everywhere  throughout  the  county,  in  our  official  tours,  who 
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were  loath  a  few  years  ago  to  give  us  any  sentiment  and  expression 
of  their  opinion  of  the  work  of  the  schools,  now  voluntarily  assert 
themselves  favorably  on  behalf  of  our  work  and  its  progress  and  the 
satisfaction  the  work  is  giving. 

Many  who  took  little  or  no  interest  in  schools,  and  often  those  who 
did  not  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  public  school  training  in  childhood 
and  youth  are  now  realizing  the  value  of  educating  their  children, 
hence  are  giving  the  most  liberal  support  to  our  schools. 

Better  Qualified  Teachers. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  sentiment  is  radically  changing 
with  reference  to  the  qualification  of  teachers.  This  deference 
shown  is  giving  us  a  better  class  of  teachers.  Teachers  are  no  longer 
listless  and  indifferent.  They  fully  realize  that  they  are  engaged 
in  a  profession;  no  longer  an  occupation  as  it  was  considered  not 
many  years  ago.  The  best  teachers  available  are  now  in  demand 
for  our  rural  schools. 

I  w^ell  remember  when  directors  were  ready  and  willing  to  employ 
any  person  as  teacher,  though  he  or  she  possessed  no  experience,  with 
limited  qualifications.  This  state  of  affairs  no  longer  exists.  Few 
teachers  with  no  experience  are  now  employed.  Persons  holding 
low  grade  provisional  certificates  are  seldom  if  ever  considered  by 
directors.  Out  of  not  quite  two  hundred  teachers  in  our  county  not 
over  seventy-five,  holding  provisional  certificates,  have  been  em- 
ployed, the  rest  consisting  of  professional  and  permanent  certificate 
holders  or  State  normal  school  graduates,  the  latter  being  in  the 
majority.  It  will  be  but  a  few  more  years  until,  with  few  exceptions, 
our  schools  will  be  filled  with  teachers  having  taken  a  collegiate 
course  or  graduated  from  a  State  normal  school. 

Libraries. 

School  libraries  are  receiving  more  attention  each  year.  Among 
those  to  which  most  attention  is  given,  is  the  one  at  Gettysburg.  It 
consists  of  several  hundred  volumes,  to  which  handsome  donations 
have  been  made  by  a  few  of  the  most  aggressive  school  men  of  Gettys- 
burg. Others  which  deserve  recognition  are  the  following:  Ab- 
bottstown,  York  Springs,  New  Oxford  and  Littlestown. 

Several  country  schools  in  various  districts  have  recently  under 
taken  to  establish  a  library.  Some  of  thenj  containing  a  collection 
of  choice  books  on  literature,  associated  with  an  encyclopedia  and 
a  comprehensive  dictionary.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  a  few 
years  most  of  our  schools  will  possess  a  well  regulated  library. 
Teachers,  directors,  parents  and  pupils  are  realizing  the  need  of  books 
outside  of  the  adopted  text-books.  Especially  do  they  feel  the  need 
of  books  of  reference. 
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Supplementary  Reading. 

We  find  that  great  progress  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  pupils 
to  broaden  their  range  of  knowledge  beyond  the  common  school  cur 
riculum.  Since  the  adoption  of  our  graded  course  of  study,  pupils 
realize  that  the  text-books  used  by  the  school  are  no  longer  all  that 
is  required  but  that  general  study  and  reading  and  research  are  neces- 
sary to  acquire  a  more  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  various  sub- 
jects required  in  our  common  school  course.  The  course  of  study 
has  been  a  means  to  provide  general  research  by  reading  books  of 
travel,  history,  biography,  science,  etc. 

More  attention  is  given  to  the  ^'press"  than  at  any  time  previous. 
With  few  exceptions,  pupils  of  the  advanced  grade,  seventh  and 
eighth  years  are  familiar  with  all  the  current  events  as  they  occur. 
Not  unfrequently  during  my  school  visitations,  during  the  last  school 
year,  would  pupils  and  teachers  interrogate  me  concerning  the  con- 
flicts between  Greece  and  Turkey,  and  Cuba  and  Spain.  Also  the 
executive  and  legislative  movements  of  both  nation  and  State  were 
closely  followed. 

Teachers  are  becoming  sensible  of  the  fact  that  pupils  cannot  any 
longer  be  made  believe  indefinite  and  doubtful  conclusions,  but  that 
realities  and  reliable  evidence  are  the  only  proofs  that  will  be  re- 
ceived and  accepted  by  them. 

Schools  can,  therefore,  be  no  longer  conducted  by  school  keepers, 
but  must  be  in  charge  of  student  teachers. 

New  Houses. 

The  most  notable  improvement  by  directors  during  the  year  was 
the  erection  of  a  public  high  school  building  at  Gettysburg,  known  as 
"Meade  Public  High  School."  The  building  is  located  within  sight 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  and  Pennsylvania  College  buildings, 
which  are  in  structure  among  the  finest  in  the  State;  we  are  pleased 
to  note  that  the  new  high  school  building  compares  in  appearance 
favorably  with  the  buildings  to  which  reference  has  been  made.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  building  is  |20,000.  It  is  modern  in  every  way. 
The  equipment  is  superb.  It  is  needless  to  give  a  detailed  descrip- 
tion of  it.  York  Springs  also  erected  a  fine  two  room  brick  build- 
ing; Hamiltonban  was  also  favored  with  two  handsome  buildings 
during  the  year. 

School  Apparatus. 

School  apparatus,  in  many  ways,  is  as  essential  as  a  competent 
teacher  and  a  good  school  building,  when  judiciously  selected,  but 
when  purchased  for  the  sake  of  getting  rid  of  a  surplus  fund,  a  lack 
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of  wisdom  is  shown.  It  is  equally  as  unwise  on  the  part  of  directors 
for  not  providing  it  as  it  is  prudent  for  them  to  supply  schools  with 
it  when  needed. 

During  the  last  two  or  three  years  hundreds  of  dollars  have  been 
unwisely  expended  if  not  squandered  for  apparatus  at  an  unreason- 
able price,  which  should,  in  some  cases,  have  been  purchased  for  half 
or  less,  than  the  price  paid.  The  greatest  mistake  made  is  where 
directors  will  allow  an  agent  to  make  them  believe  they  are  in  need 
of  a  device  when,  at  the  same  time,  they  are  well  supplied  with  suf- 
ficient, and  ofttimes  a  better  article  bearing  on  the  same  subject  than 
the  one  they  are  being  persuaded  to  buy.  For  the  sake  of  illustrat- 
ing: A  few  years  ago  two  "sharpers"  canvassed  our  county  with  a 
dictionary  in  an  abridged  form  and  inferior  binding.  They  called 
on  the  members  of  a  certain  board  and  induced  them  to  buy  a  copy 
for  each  school,  when  at  the  same  time  each  school  had  been  supplied 
a  short  time  before  with  a  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary.  The 
same  has  been  true  of  charts.  I  have  in  mind  several  townships  in 
which  the  schools  were  supplied  with  physiological  charts  which  had 
been  in  use  but  a  short  time.  The  directors  not  being  fully  conver- 
sant with  the  supplies  the  schools  already  contained,  allowed  them- 
selves to  be  persuaded  to  bu}'  a  second  set  of  charts  bearing  on  the 
same  subject,  at  a  cost  of  |37.50  for  each  school.  Directors  cannot  be 
too  careful  in  the  purchase  of  apparatus.  Teachers  should  be  con- 
sulted and  the  apparatus  on  hand  examined  before  purchasing  others. 
A  better  plan  would  be  to  pay  competent  teachers  a.  better  salary 
than  is  frequently  paid  them.  A  competent  teacher  is  more  valuable 
without  apparatus  than  an  incompetent  or  inexperienced  teacher 
with  apparatus. 

Directors  should  be  careful  in  expending  public  school  funds  so  as 
to  derive  the  most  benefit  from  them.  Money  wisely  spent  is  money 
saved,  otherwise,  is  money  squandered. 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute  was  held  during  Thanksgiving  week  and 
every  session  was  well  attended.  The  most  remarkable  feature  about 
the  attendance  was  the  enrollment  of  every  teacher  in  the  county, 
which  seldom,  if  ever,  occurs.  Many  directors  and  others  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  county  were  in  attendance  during  the  entire  week. 

The  instructors  were  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  Superintendent; 
Drs.  R.  H.  Holbrook,  Clarion  State  Normal  School;  Eli  F.  Brown, 
Ind.;  (t.  M.  Philips,  West  Chester  ;  James  F.  Barton,  Shippensburg; 
Oscar  Klinger,  Pennsylvania  College;  A.  B.  Van  Ormer,  Pennsylvania 
College;  Prof.  W.  H.  Bruce  Carney,  Gettysburg,  and  Prof.  C.  M. 
Parker,  Binghamton,  N.  Y.;  also  Miss  Belle  Thomas,  Chicago. 
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The  lecturers  were:  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Col.  George  VV.  Bain,  Hon. 
H.  VV.  J.  Ham,  Hon.  W.  H.  Howard  and  the  Torbett  Concert  Com 
pany. 

Local  Institutes. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  the  following  places:  Gettysburg,  Lit- 
tlestown,  Fairfield,  Cashtowu,  Biglerville,  York  Springs,  East  Berlin, 
New  Oxford  and  McSherrytown.  They  were  well  attended  by  teach- 
ers, directors  and  parents. 

Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  Jos.  Barton  and  Prof.  A.  B.  Van  Ormer 
were  employed  by  a  number  of  the  districts  as  evening  lecturers. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  fifth  annual  meeting  in 
the  public  high  school  building,  Gettysburg,  November  26th,  with 
the  largest  attendance  of  directors  yet  present.  Hon.  Henry  Houck 
addressed  the  association.  The  association  is  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition and  a  great  interest  is  manifested  by  its  members.  Five  dele- 
gates were  elected  to  represent  the  county  in  the  State  association, 
which  met  at  Harrisburg  in  February. 

I  return  thanks  to  the  directors,  teachers,  State  Department,  edi- 
tors, patrons  and  pupils  of  our  schools  for  the  encouragement  and  as- 
sistance given  and  for  the  respect  shown,  and  trust  that  the  coming 
year  will  be  the  most  prosperous  in  the  history  of  our  schools. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 


The  educational  interests  of  our  county  have  not  suffered  any  de- 
cline during  the  past  year,  but  prosperity  and  progress  have  charac- 
terized the  work,  and  fruitful  results  may  be  noted  even  by  the 
casual  observer. 

County  Institute. 

This  annual  feast  was  held  in  Pittsburg,  August,  1896.  At  it  909 
teachers  were  enrolled.  It  was  divided  into  four  sections,  each 
operating  at  the  same  time  in  difi'erent  parts  of  the  building,  thus 
turning  the  institute  into  one  mammoth  training  school  for  teachers. 

It  was  certainly  the  largest  and  perhaps  the  best  institute  we  have 
yet  held. 
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Directors'   Association. 

The  eighth  auuiial  meeting  of  this  body  was  held  November  25, 
1896.  Of  the  600  directors  in  the  county  132  were  present.  The 
meeting  was  unusually  full  of  life  and  interest.  The  papers  and  ad- 
dresses bristled  with  good  points  and  were  withal  sensible  and  vig- 
orous. 

High  School. 

Some  of  the  so  called  higher  branches  are  taught  in  most  of  the 
town  schools;  and  regular  high  schools  with  one  or  more  teachers, 
have  been  estiablished  in  Carnegie,  Sewickley,  Tarentum,  Wilkins- 
burg,  Duquesne,  Braddock  township  and  Knoxville. 

Music. 

In  this  subject  20,322  pupils  receive  regular  instruction  in  29  dis- 
tricts, including  427  schools,  under  the  supervision  of  13  special 
supervisors.  A  thorough  test  of  the  ability  of  the  children  to  read 
music  at  sight  was  made  last  year  with  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  at  least  10,000  children  can  read 
ordinary  church  music  at  sight.  In  this  department  three  objects 
are  kept  steadily  in  view :  The  care  and  cultivation  of  the  voice,  prac- 
tical ability  in  sight  reading,  and  a  theoretical  knowledge  of  the  sci 
ence  of  music. 

School  Libraries. 

We  have  18  public  school  libraries  with  an  aggregate  of  8,646  vol- 
umes. Of  these  15  were  started  and  are  supported  by  private  enter- 
prise, and  but  three  by  public  funds  as  provided  by  law.  During  the 
past  year  the  libraries  circulated  in  the  aggregate  19,824  volumes. 
This  is  not  a  very  flattering  report  for  our  county,  but  we  believe  cfur 
directors  will  in  the  near  future  take  such  action  in  this  matter  as 
will  enable  us  to  make  a  much  better  one. 

Statistics. 

Our  county  contains  757  square  miles,  with  101  school  districts, 
47  of  which  are  boroughs.  There  are  618  school  directors,  1,010 
teachers,  and  46,274  school  children.  We  employ  19  regular  high 
school  teachers,  13  special  supervisors  in  music,  two  in  writing  and 
drawing,  and  one  in  German. 

Last  year  we  paid  in  teachers'  salaries  |431,308.72,  and  in  the  ag- 
gregate $1,046,416.73  for  educational  purposes. 

Our  school  property  is  valued  at  |2,370,087.78.  The  schools  were 
in  operation  last  year  on  an  average  8.36  months. 

The  lowest  annual  salary  paid  to  any  teacher  is  $240,  the  highest 
is  11,600. 
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Official  Duties. 

During  the  jear  we  attended  71  educational  meetings,  made  729 
visits  to  the  schools,  examined  877  applicants  for  regular  certificates 
and  115  for  certificates  in  the  higher  branches.  In  addition  to  this 
18  graduating  classes  were  examined  and  184  diplomas  awarded. 

New  Buildings. 

Duquesne  erected  an  eight  room  brick  at  a  total  cost  of  $26,133.44. 
Coraopolis  built  a  twelve  room  brick  at  a  cost  of  $29,625.  Leet  added 
a  neat  four  room  brick  with  |8,842.  Turtle  Creek  is  building  an  eigh- 
teen room  brick  at  a  cost  of  |oO,0()0.  McKees  Rocks  put  an  addition 
of  four  rooms  to  the  Blaine  building  at  a  cost  of  $8,000.  Knoxville 
enlarged  its  stone  building  by  adding  four  rooms  and  a  hall  at  a  cost 
of  $10,587.00.  Robinson  built  tw^o  frame  buildings  at  a  cost  of  $1,800 
each.  Elizabeth  township  erected  a  four  room  frame  at  a  cost  of 
$3,000.  North  Versailles  built  a  six  room  brick  at  a  total  cost  of 
$15,000.  Ross  added  a  frame  school  at  a  cost  of  $950.  Jefferson 
added  a  frame  of  four  rooms.  Millvale  built  a  fine  two  story  brick 
containing  eight  rooms  and  an  office  at  a  cost  of  $50,000.  Versailles 
township  added  a  brick  with  four  rooms. 

The  work  is  well  organized  in  the  county.  The  equipment  in 
splendid  buildings  and  abundant  apparatus  is  worthy  the  cause  and 
the  community.  Our  teachers  and  directors  are  earnest,  enthusias- 
tic, progressive  and  efficient.  Business  in  every  department  is  be- 
coming more  active.  It  is  evident  that  we  are  entering  upon  a  period 
of  prosperity  superior  to  any  through  which  we  have  passed  in 
recent  years.  Under  such  favorable  conditions  it  behooves  us  to 
bend  to  the  oar  with  a  strong  arm  and  a  willing  hand,  that  our  school 
interests  may  keep  pace  with  the  industrial  progress  and  prosperity 
of  ''The  State  of  Allegheny." 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— W.  M.  Jackson. 


During  the  year  just  closed  our  schools  have  made  steady  progress 
in  every  direction.  The  teachers  have  not  only  been  energetic  and 
faithful,  but  have  made  better  preparation  to  do  better  work  than 
in  former  years.     Nearly  all  of  the  teachers  have  been  studying  a 
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course  of  reading  suggested  by  the  superintendent  at  the  last  county 
institute  and  the  results  of  these  studies  is  noticeable  in  the  schools. 
The  study  of  English  and  American  literature  has  been  taken  up  by 
the  teachers,  and  also  by  the  pupils  in  many  sections,  and  they  are 
thereby  learning  to  study  the  best  pieces  of  the  best  authors. 

New  houses  have  been  erected  in  Kiskiminetas,  Manor,  Plumcreek 
and  Red  Bank  townships,  and  several  boards  purchased  new  furni- 
ture. We  now  have  three  hundred  and  eighteen  teachers  employed 
in  the  county,  or  an  increase  of  seven  over  last  year,  and  yet  in  some 
districts  the  number  of  schools  should  still  be  increased  so  as  to  give 
relief  to  some  which  are  overcrowded. 

Our  last  county  institute  was  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county. 
Nearly  all  of  the  teachers  were  present  and  many  of  the  directors. 
The  instructors  were:  A.  E.  Winship,  of  Boston;  E.  E.  White,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio;  Miss  Anna  Buckbee,  of  California,  Pa.;  C.  E.  Rugh, 
of  Clarion,  Pa.;  W.  G.  Chambers,  of  Indiana,  Pa.,  and  J.  S.  Brown, 
of  McKeesport. 

Many  interesting  and  beneficial  local  institutes  were  held  through 
out  the  county,  which  were  well  attended,  and  these  meetings  inspire 
the  teachers,  parents  and  pupils  to  greater  efforts  and  their  benefits 
cannot  be  over  estimated. 

The  directors'  association  of  the  county  held  its  annual  meeting 
during  the  session  of  the  teachers'  institute.  About  fifty  directors 
were  enrolled  and  took  part  in  the  discussions.  The  following  oflB- 
cers  were  elected:  President,  J.  H.  McCain,  Kittanning,  Pa.;  Vice 
President,  J.  D.  Orr,  Leechburg;  Secretary,  C.  S.  Bovard,  Manorville, 
and  Treasurer,  W.  F.  Brodhead,  Kittanning. 

At  the  close  of  the  graded  country  schools  of  our  county  the  super- 
intendent arranged  to  examine  those  of  the  eighth  grade  and  issued 
twenty-two  diplomas.  This  plan  of  graduating  pupils  from  the  com- 
mon schools  while  it  may  be  open  to  some  objections  has  been  very 
beneficial  to  the  schools  in  the  townships  where  it  has  been  adopted. 
It  has  kept  pupils  in  the  schools  who  would  have  dropped  out,  and 
has  encouraged  them  to  study  some  of  the  branches  which  had  for- 
merly been  neglected.  It  is  expected  that  many  more  townships  will 
adopt  the  course  before  the  next  school  term  begins. 

We  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  many  friends  of  education 
who  have  always  extended  to  ns  a  helping  hand. 
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HEAVIER  (JOUNTY— Chester  A.  Moore. 


This  being  my  first  annual  report  1  shall  not  make  any  statement 
in  regard  to  the  progress  of  our  schools,  but  mention  briefly  a  few 
things  I  have  observed.  There  were  a  few  entire  failures;  a  few  who 
might  improve  and  apply  themselves  more  without  injuring  the 
schools  any;  but,  generally,  the  teachers  did  good,  honest  work. 

There  is  a  growing  tendency  to  quit  studying  the  common  branches 
too  soon.  Some  pupils  aspire  to  teach  before  their  judgment  is  fully 
matured;  others  take  up  higher  work  very  earl}',  and  in  three  or  four 
years  graduate  in  white,  with  high  honors.  They  may,  perhaps,  be 
well  fitted  to  teach  those  higher  branches,  but,  too  often,  neglecting 
the  lower  branches,  are  not  prepared  to  do  successfully  the  work  of 
common  schools.  I  think  every  instructor  should  urge  each  aspir- 
ing young  person  to  make  a  more  thorough  preparation  in  his  line  of 
work. 

We  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  teachers  their  duty  in 
regard  to  the  care  of  the  school  property.  In  one  of  our  schools 
there  is  a  chart  which  has  been  in  continual  use  every  school  day  for 
ten  years,  and  is  now  as  good  as  new.  I  know  of  other  districts 
where  maps,  globes,  books,  fence  and  young  trees  are  destroyed  in 
one  or  two  years.  I  believe  if  directors  would  observe  the  difference 
in  teachers  in  regard  to  the  care  they  exercise  in  this  matter,  and  act 
accordingly  at  the  next  election,  there  would  be  a  marked  change 
immediately  for  good  along  this  line. 

I  find  in  some  schools  young  pupils  who  are  attempting  to  read 
in  the  Third  or  Fourth  reader  when  they  ought  to  be  in  the  First 
or  Second.  I  believe  if  directors  would  purchase  two  or  three  dif- 
ferent series  of  First  and  Second  readers  it  would  be  advantageous 
to  the  pupils  and  would  not  increase  the  expense  of  the  district  very 
much.  A  pupil  after  reading  a  piece  over  once  or  twice  becomes 
tired  of  it,  just  as  older  people  become  tired  of  reading  a  newspaper 
a  second  or  third  time.  When  there  is  but  one  series  of  books,  the 
teacher  is  often  forced  to  make  the  mistake  of  advancing  the  pupil 
to  a  higher  book  beyond  his  ability  to  read.  The  thing  he  ought 
to  do  is  to  give  the  child  more  reading,  fresh  and  new,  containing 
words  which  he  is  able  to  master  and  can  name  without  the  too 
common  drawl  which  is  acquired  by  being  pushed  forward  before 
his  time. 

Rochester  township  for  several  years  has  had  an  eight  months" 
term  and  has  paid  its  teachers  |40  per  month.     (The  highest  of  any 
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township  in  the  county).  Last  3'ear  the  length  of  term  in  several 
townships  was  increased.  Monaca  had  nine  months.  Aliquippa, 
Beaver,  Big  Beaver,  Borough  township,  Bridge  water,  Baden,  College 
Hill,  Eastvale,  Freedom,  Harmony,  Sharon  and  Rochester  had  eight 
months. 

Chippewa,  Clinton,  Darlington  borough.  Economy  township,  Falls- 
ton,  Frankfort,  Georgetown,  Logstown,  Murdocksville,  Ohio,  Pat- 
terson, Pulaski  and  White  had  seven  months.  The  remaining  dis- 
tricts had  six  months. 

The  districts  are  supplied  with  apparatus  as  follows: 

Aliquippa,  relief  maps,  charts  and  globes. 

Beaver,  library,  dictionaries,  maps,  charts  and  globes. 

Big  Beaver,  dictionaries,  reading  and  astronomical  charts. 

Bridgewater,  reading  charts. 

College  Hill,  relief  maps,  dictionaries,  globes  and  charts. 

Borough  township,  maps,  charts  and  globes. 

Brighton  township,  three  libraries,  maps  and  charts. 

Baden,  dictionaries,  maps,  charts  and  globes. 

Darlington  borough,  relief  maps  and  charts. 

Darlington  township,  wall  maps  and  globes. 

Eastvale,  maps. 

Fallston,  dictionarA',  maps,  charts  and  globe. 

Freedom,  two  libraries,  relief  maps,  charts,  dictionaries  and  globe. 

Franklin,  maps,  charts  and  globe. 

Frankfort  Springs,  relief  maps  and  globes. 

Greene,  charts  and  globes. 

Glasgow,  charts. 

Georgetown,  library  and  charts. 

Hanover,  maps,  charts  and  globes. 

Hookstown,  maps  and  charts. 

Hopewell,  charts  and  globes. 

Independence,  charts. 

Logstown,  ind.,  charts. 

Moon,  ind.,  maps. 

Moon,  charts  and  maps. 

Monaca,  relief  maps,  charts,  dictionaries  and  globes. 

Xew  Galilee,  relief  maps. 

New  Sewickley,  charts. 

Raccoon,  charts. 

Rochester  township,  dictionaries,  maps,  charts  and  globes. 

Rochester  borough,  library,  charts  and  globes. 

S.  Beaver,  maps  and  charts. 

Sharon,  ind.,  charts. 

White,  relief  maps  and  charts. 

The  libraries  are  accessible  to  pupils,  under  proper  restrictions. 

There  were  three  frame  school  buildings  erected  during  the  year; 
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one  in  Darlington,  one  in  Daugherty  and  one  in  New  Sewickley  town- 
ship. 

The  directors  of  New  Sewickley  township  were  obliged  to  hire  an 
additional  teacher,  and  fix  up  one  of  their  churches,  in  which  school 
was  held,  on  account  of  the  great  increase  of  pupils  at  Crow's  Run. 
They  will  erect  a  new  building  this  year. 

The  teachers'  association  met  regularly  the  first  Saturday  of  each 
month  during  the  year  in  the  Educational  office.  Besides  the  talks 
made  by  teachers,  interesting  addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Holmes,  Rev.  A.  J.  Bonsall,  Hon.  M.  F.  Mecklam,  Rev.  George  Holmes 
and  Rev.  J.  H.  Bausman. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  December  28 — 
January  1.  Dr.  Lyman  B.  Sperry,  Prof.  Charles  Albert,  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  Prof.  George  Little,  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey,  Rev.  Dr. 
Holmes  and  Prof.  J.  B.  Richey  were  the  day  instructors;  and  for  the 
evenings  we  had  Hon.  H.  W.  J.  Ham,  Swedish  Quartette,  Dr.  Robert 
Nourse  and  Dr.  James  Hedley. 

Socially,  financially  and  intellectually  it  was  a  grand  success. 

There  are  six  summer  schools  in  the  county  giving  special  effort 
toward  training  young  teachers,  viz :  Beaver  Valley  Summer  School, 
conducted  by  Profs.  H.  W.  Wilson  and  Wm.  McCracken,  of  Geneva 
College,  and  J.  B.  Richey,  of  New  Brighton  schools;  Darlington 
Academy,  by  Prof.  S.  A.  Simonton ;  Bridgewater  Academy,  by  Prof.  S. 
H.  Peirsol;  New  Sheffield  Academy,  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Millen  and  Prof. 
John  Orr;  Frankfort  Academy,  Prof.  G.  B.  Lewi 3;  Hookstown  Acad- 
emy, Prof.  Spargrove. 

These  schools  are  all  well  patronized,  which  is  strong  evidence  that 
our  young  teachers  are  anxious  to  improve;  and  we  trust  that  we 
may  be  able  to  see  better  results  from  this  training  in  their  work 
next  term. 

The  teachers,  directors,  patrons  of  the  schools,  and  officials  of  the 
State  Department  have  all  been  very  kind  to  me  during  the  past  year, 
for  which  I  am  truly  thankful  and  hope  that  I  may  merit  their  confi- 
dence and  assistance  in  the  future. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY— C.  J.  Potts. 


The  school  year  ending  with  June,  1897,  is  marked  by  a  gradual  in- 
crease in  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  and  a  growth  in  the  interest 
manifested  by  patrons  and  pupils  in  the  work  of  education. 


12  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

There  is  more  general  reading  being  done  by  the  pupils  and  the 
teachers.  The  nucleus  of  public  school  libraries  is  to  be  found  in  all 
the  borough  schools  and  in  a  few  of  the  district  schools.  Bedford 
borough  has  a  public  school  library  of  more  than  five  hundred  care- 
fully selected  books.  Everett  has  one  equally  as  valuable.  These 
are  the  largest  in  the  county,  but  there  are  other  districts  rather  well 
supplied  when  we  realize  that  no  longer  ago  than  six  years  no  books 
other  than  the  text  book  furnished  by  the  pupils  were  thought  neces- 
sary to  be  in  the  schools.  These  libraries  are,  of  course,  open  to  the 
pupils.  Teachers  are  reading  more  than  formerly.  For  three  yean 
a  course  of  reading  has  been  formulated  by  the  leading  teachers  and 
has  been  announced  at  county  institute. 

Asa  result  of  this  work,  the  persons  who  are  now  applying  to  be 
admitted  to  the  ranks  of  teacher,  have  a  broader  general  Ivuowledge 
than  some  who  have  been  in  the  work  for  years.  Teachers  are  more 
and  more  realizing  that  it  is  a  part  of  their  work  to  inspire  pupils 
with  a  desire  to  read  the  best  books  and  in  order  to  be  able  to  suggest 
to  the  pupils  each  teacher  has  been  compelled  to  read  carefully  and 
thoughtfully  some  of  the  works  of  the  best  writers. 

rt  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note  that  the  chart  fiend  has  been  an  abso- 
lute failure  in  this  county  during  the  year.  Not  one  costly  chart 
has  gone  into  the  schools.  With  us  it  has  been  a  costly  lesson  and 
one  learned  none  too  soon  that  it  does  not  pay  to  put  thirty-five  or 
forty  dollar  charts  into  a  school  room  as  an  ornament. 

Realizing  that  the  moral  character  of  the  child  is  in  a  measure  con- 
trolled by  his  surroundings,  great  advance  has  been  made  in  the  line 
of  beautifying  school  houses  and  school  grounds.  Many  of  the  school 
grounds  have  been  fenced,  trees  and  shrubs  planted  in  a  few  and  the 
houses  are  at  least  made  clean.  More  than  this,  many  of  the  houses 
are  beautiful  inside.  The  best  boards  possible  to  be  had  are  in 
Qiore  than  half  the  houses  in  the  connty.  all  are  now  supplied  with 
good  seating  and  a  majority  have  separate  recitation  benches.  The 
walls  are  either  beautifully  painted  or  papered  or  else  a  fresh  coat 
of  white-wash  is  put  on  before  the  schools  open.  In  a  large  majority 
of  the  schools  the  outbuildings  are  kept  clean.  The  old  shutters  in 
many  instances  have  given  place  to  screens,  window  blinds  to  cur 
tains  and  the  old  "store  box"  in  which  books  were  kept  to  a  neal 
library  case. 

The  system  of  graduation  as  put  into  the  schools  seven  years  ago 
has  commenced  to  bear  fruit,  f'hildren  are  remaining  in  schools 
longer  and  are  doing  much  more  thorough  work  while  in.  Add  to 
this  the  post  graduate  privileges  as  we  have  it  and  we  have  an  inspi 
ration  to  better  work  that  we  feel  could  not  be  equaled  by  any  other 
artificial  incentive.  This  year  we  have  more  than  one  hundred  who 
took  the  examination,  a  great  many  of  whom  were  granted  diplomas. 
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One  fault  that  as  yet  we  have  failed  to  overcome  is,  teachers  are 
frequently  employed  whose  sole  recommendation  is  that  the  parents 
be  friendly  to  some  influential  member  of  the  board  or  that  the  parent 
pays  a  large  tax  in  the  district.  A  few  excellent  teachers  are  thus 
pushed  out  and  the  places  supplied  with  inexperienced  persons. 

County  institute  was  up  to  the  standard.  Excellent  work  was 
done  by  all  the  workers  emploj^ed.  On  account  of  the  large  crowds 
attending  the  day  sessions,  none  except  teachers  and  directors  and 
those  holding  a  ticket  for  the  evening  sessions  were  admitted  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons.  Even  with  this  restriction 
the  audience  room  of  the  Union  school  building  was  uncomfortably 
filled. 

Local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  held  in  all  sec- 
tions of  the  county. 

The  interest  of  the  general  public  as  indicated  by  the  attendance 
on  these  meetings  has  never  been  surpassed  in  the  county.  Often 
times  there  was  not  seating  room  enough  to  accommodate  the  people 
who  gathered  to  hear.  The  largest  church  in  the  village  or  district 
was  generally  secured  in  which  to  hold  the  evening  sessions.  The 
joint  sessions  held  at  Saxton  and  Roaring  Spring  were  largely  at- 
tended by  teachers  from  the  counties  having  arranged  the  meetings. 

Teachers'  reading  circles  have  been  organized  in  each  district  in 
the  county  and  many  of  these  were  kept  up  all  winter.  In  a  few  dis- 
tricts the  teachers  met  once  each  week  to  review  as  a  class  the  reading 
done.     Time  alone  can  tell  the  good  that  will  grow  out  of  this  work. 

The  directors'  convention  held  during  institute  week  was  deemed 
so  much  of  a  success  that  those  present  decided  to  hold  two  each 
year.  One  has  been  called  for  July.  It  is  requested  that  at  least 
two  directors  from  each  board  in  the  county  be  in  attendance  on  the 
sessions  of  this  meeting. 

There  is  in  all  sections  of  the  counts'  a  seeming  earnestness  in  the 
work  that  was  not  noticeable  in  former  years.  Patrons  are  more 
in  sympathy  with  teachers  and  teachers  feel  that  parents  mean  to 
help  in  the  work.  Directors  are  demanding  more  of  the  teachers 
and  teachers  are  giving  better  results  in  general.  While  there  are 
many  things  that  should  be  done,  many  things  that  need  to  be  done, 
we  feel  encouraged  with  the  results  of  the  year's  work  and  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  the  new  year  animated  with  great  hopes. 
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BERKS  COUNTY— E.  M.  RAPP. 


In  submitting  this,  my  tirst  report  of  the  school  conditions  in 
Berks,  I  am  unabk^  to  compare  the  work  of  the  year  with  that  of 
former  years  and  so  report  the  old  stereotyped  "usual  progress.'' 

There  is  a  tendency  at  times  on  the  part  of  superintendents  to  in- 
dulge in  congratulation  and  extravagant  praise.  Teachers  and  di- 
rectors are  flattered  altogether  unwarranted  by  facts.  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  portray  faithfully  the  condition  of  our  schools  and  call 
attention  to  the  shortcomings  and  defects  as  well  as  to  the  commenda- 
ble features  of  our  system.  This  county  stands  first  in  the  average 
per  cent,  of  attendance  (98),  a  remarkable  showing;  twenty-first 
out  of  the  sixty-seven  counties  in  the  average  length  of  the  school 
term;  thirty-second  in  the  average  monthly  wages  paid  to  female 
teachers;  forty-third  in  the  average  paid  to  male  teachers,  and  second 
lowest  in  the  number  of  mills  levied  for  school  and  building  pur- 
poses. 

This  county  with  its  natural  resources  should  make  a  better  show- 
ing. Some  of  the  schools  need  an  educational  regeneration.  Hap- 
pily, there  is  a  wholesome  educational  sentiment  prevailing  in  the 
county  which  augurs  well  for  the  future. 

Examinations. 

The  examinations  for  provisional  certificates  were  more  rigid  and 
many  failed — 55  per  cent,  were  rejected.  Such  a  course  is  not  calcu- 
lated to  increase  the  superintendent's  popularity  with  the  rejected 
applicants,  but  it  is  the  only  course  which  must  be  pursued  if  he 
would  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  schools.  Forty-four  (44)  exami- 
nations were  held  during  the  year;  332  certificates  were  granted  to 
applicants  and  405  were  rejected.  The  surplus  of  teachers  is  appar- 
ently still  too  large.  As  long  as  there  are  50  applicants  for  18 
schools — salary  .$30.00  per  month  and  term  six  months — as  was  the 
case  in  one  district,  there  are  no  hopes  that  the  wages  will  ever  in- 
crease. 

It  is  our  purpose  to  protect  qualified  teachers  and  relieve  directors 
from  importunity  of  mediocre  teachers  in  filling  the  schools.  It  is 
in  better  qualified  teachers  that  we  must  find  possibilities  for  better 
schools. 

Professional  and  Permanent  Certificates. 

The  decree  that  no  professional  certificate  would  be  renewed  and 
that  all  applicants  for  such  certificates  must  undergo,  in  addition  to 
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the  coiniuou  branches,  an  examiuatiou  in  physical  geography,  civics, 
literature  and  the  elements  of  algebra,  was  hailed  with  anything  but 
delight  by  the  fifty  holders  of  professionals.  Higher  qualifications 
should  be  required  from  applicants  for  permanent  certificates.  These 
examinations  should  be  uniform  throughout  the  State  and  emanate 
from  a  central  authority,  enforcing  common  attainments.  The  State 
requires  substantially  the  same  educational  qualifications  for  phy- 
sicians and  lawyers,  whether  they  practice  in  an  out-of-the-way  rural 
district  or  in  the  largest  city.  Teaching  should  be  recognized  equal  in 
scholastic  dignity  and  importance,  to  the  callings  of  law  and  medicine. 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute  was  held  one  month  later  than  usual.  The 
best  available  talent  in  the  country  was  engaged  and  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  teachers  and  the  press  seemed  to  be  that  this  was 
the  best  institute  ever  held  in  the  county.  Of  the  500  teachers  all 
were  enrolled  with  the  exception  of  two — death  in  the  family  de- 
tained one  and  the  other  was  "husking  corn.''  The  county  institute 
of  but  one  week's  duration  can  be  made  little  more  than  a  meeting 
of  revival  and  inspiration.  It  should  create  among  the  teachers  pro- 
fessional spirit,  enthusiasm,  love  of  teaching  and  devotion  to  duty. 

Local  Institutes. 

The  county  was  divided  into  ten  (10)  local  institute  districts  and 
a  meeting  held  in  each.  No  other  agency  is  more  etrective  in  reach- 
ing the  masses.  The  papers  and  discussions  were  of  a  high  char- 
acter. Special  attention  was  given  to  mental  arithmetic  and  public 
school  graduation.  Mental  arithmetic  had  fallen  into  disuse  in 
many  districts  and  the  teachers  shuddered  at  the  announcement  that 
the  antiquated  subject  was  to  be  fully  resurrected  from  its  ''Rip 
Van  Winkle"  sleep.  The  agitation  resulted  in  the  re-introduction 
of  mental  in  every  district  where  neglected  boards  willingly  furnished 
text-books. 

Township  Graduation  and  Course  of  Study. 

Township  graduation  is  gaining  in  favor.  But  a  more  systematic 
plan  of  work  in  the  rural  ungraded  schools  of  our  county  is  an 
absolute  necessity.  Graduation  is  an  outgrowth  of  properly  graded 
school  work  and  the  first  essential  toward  such  an  end  is  a  graded 
course  of  study  for  our  elementary  schools. 

We  have  prepared  a  three-grade  organization  of  the  rural  school 
somewhat  similar  to  those  used  in  other  counties,  and  will  present 
it  to  the  various  boards  for  adoption  after  their  organization  in 
June.     This  course  will  have  a  tendency  to  unify  and  simplify  the 
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work.  It  does  uot  prescribe  an  imdeviating  line,  a  straight  furrow 
in  which  teacher  and  pupil  must  walk  Indian  file.  What  the  one 
teacher  school  demands  is  not  only  a  flexible  and  adjustable  classi- 
fication, but  a  flexible  course  of  study.  The  rural  school  will  not 
permit  a  perfect  organization.  We  do  not  believe  in  courses  of 
study  prescribing  minutely  the  work  to  be  done  in  each  branch  by 
the  quarter,  the  month  and  the  week.  Nor  do  we  believe  in  a  system 
of  monthly  written  examinations  in  order  to  gauge  the  pupil's  pro- 
ficiency and  express  it  in  per  cents.  This  is  making  school  work 
mechanical,  and  reducing  teachers  to  mere  mechanics;  the  pupils 
acquire  the  form  merely  and  not  the  substance. 

A  course  of  study  for  the  rural  school  with  length  of  term  so 
different,  and  the  age  of  the  pupils  so  varying,  should  be  broad, 
elastic  and  suggestive  only. 

Permanent  and  Systematic  Kecords. 

One  of  the  defects  to  be  noticed  in  ungraded  schools  is  the  lack 
of  permanent  records.  Without  them  a  new  teacher  is  compelled 
to  make  a  re-classification  of  the  school.  The  records  need  not  be 
intricate,  but  they  should  be  so  definite  that  a  teacher  going  into  a 
new  district  would  find  the  school  organized  and  ready  for  work. 

The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  should  prepare  and  issue 
them  and  make  their  use  compulsory. 

Educational  Meetings. 

The  policy  of  holding  educational  meetings  will  be  inaugurated. 
This  will  give  an  opportunity  of  consulting  with  directors,  teachers 
and  patrons  in  reference  to  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  schools 
of  their  respective  districts. 

School  Directors'  Association. 

The  school  directors  held  two  meetings  during  the  year.  These 
meetings  are  growing  in  interest;  the  last  was  attended  by  nearly 
200  directors.  Directors  should  be  paid  their  expenses  while  attend- 
ing such  meetings.  Our  directors  as. a  rule  are  intelligent,  conscien- 
tious and  progressive;  they  sacrifice  time  and  personal  interests  to 
the  good  of  the  schools  and  are  often  willing  and  anxious  to  do  more 
than  the  patrons  wish  to  have  done. 

Rural  Schools. 

If  we  expect  to  rescue  the  rural  school  from  its  low  estate  and 
convert  the  people  to  our  way  of  thinking  educationally,  we  must 
talk  common  sense  to  them.     We  must  talk  to  them  in  plain,  unmis- 
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takable  languagt.'  couceiuiiig  the  duty  aud  necessity  of  providing  for 
every  child  the  best  education  possible.  The  rural  school  should  be 
countrified  and  never  put  on  "citified"  airs.  Nature  study  and  the 
elementary  sciences  bearing  upon  agriculture  and  rural  life  should 
be  introduced.  As  soon  as  the  fanners  find  the  school  making  the 
boys  and  girls  more  useful  on  the  farm,  more  intelligent  and  more 
contented  to  remain  at  home  they  will  value  it  for  its  usefulness  and 
rally  to  its  support. 

Teachers. 

The  majority  of  the  teachers  are  progressive  and  energetic.  Many 
are  hard  students  and  are  sure  to  rise  rapidly  in  the  profession.  A 
few  mummified  and  fossilized  antiquities  refuse  to  subscribe  for 
educational  papers  and  read  the  excellent  books  outlined  by  the 
Reading  Union.  Low  salaries  are  truly  the  barriers  to  really  good 
schools.  As  long  as  adjoining  counties  pay  |20.00  a  month  more  for 
teachers,  so  long  will  there  be  an  exodus  of  our  best  teachers. 

It  would  be  economy  to  pay  $30.00  a  month  to  keep  some  teachers 
out  of  the  school  room,  and  |50.00  to  .$100.00  to  keep  others  in. 

Dr.  Schaetter's  Crusade. 

Dr.  Schaeffer's  vigorous  crusade  against  the  purchase  of  high 
priced  apparatus — never  used  by  the  teachers — is  bearing  fruit. 

In  but  two  districts  were  expensive  sets  of  maps  purchased  this 
year.  More  money  was  invested  in  smaller  dictionaries  than  ever 
before.     This  is  commendable. 

Some  efforts  have  been  made  by  schools  to  establish  school  li- 
braries. We  do  not  have  any  data  as  to  the  number  of  books,  etc. 
Libraries  owe  their  origin  and  rapid  increase  almost  wholly  to  ener- 
getic and  cultured  teachers. 

Compulsory  Law. 

The  compulsory  law  was  strictly  enforced  in  every  district  with 
very  little  trouble.     This  act  has  proved  a  most  excellent  measure. 

The  unalienable  right  of  a  child  to  a  training  and  education  for 
citizenship  must  be  fully  established. 

Conclusion. 

The  hearty  co-operation  of  the  directors,  progressive  teachers,  press 
and  patrons  during  the  past  year  was  very  gratifying  to  me,  and  we 
are  ready  for  a  vigorous,  aggressive  and  progressive  campaign  during 
the  coming  year. 

2-5-07 
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BLAIR   (H)UNTV— Henry   S.   Wertz. 


Bank  failures  einbari-assed  some  of  the  school  boards  of  our  couuty, 
but  did  not  seriously  hinder  the  progress  of  the  schools.  Thousands 
of  dollars,  approximating  |40,000,  belonging  to  different  districts, 
v.ere  locked  up  in  the  wrecked  banks  in  the  southern  section  of  the 
county,  and  most  of  it  remains  probably  to  stay.  The  outlook  for 
Ihe  schools  of  such  districts  was  discouraging,  but  the  school  boards 
though  flustered  proved  themselves  equal  to  the  emergency  by  secur- 
ing funds  for  the  payment  of  teachers'  salaries  and  other  necessary 
erxpenses  without  much  delay. 

There  was  general  regret  that  the  school  treasurers  would  probably 
be  held  responsible  for  school  funds  deposited  in  the  defunct  banks. 

This  money,  if  lost,  was  not  due  to  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
treasurers  w^ho  deposited  it  and  if  they  were  required  to  restore  the 
money,  it  would  result  in  financial  ruin  to  most  of  the  custodians  of 
such  money. 

This  general  sympathy  resulted  in  the  exoneration  of  most  of  the 
treasurers  from  the  payment  of  such  bank  deposits,  by  the  generous 
citizens  w4io  justly  considered  that  their  treasurers  were  not  negli- 
gently responsible  for  the  loss,  if  such  it  proved. 

It  is  believed  that  this  righteous  decision  will  result  in  the  exonera- 
tion of  treasurers  not  already  exonerated,  on  the  theory  that  the  many 
can  bear  the  loss  better  than  the  few. 

New  school  houses  were  built  in  Allegheny,  Freedom,  Greenfield 
and  Logan  townships.  The  houses  in  Freedom  and  Greenfield  are 
frame  buildings,  neatly  constructed  and  well  furnished. 

The  house  in  Allegheny  is  of  artistic  design,  brick  cased  and  is 
regarded  as  a  model  single  room  house.  The  building  in  Logan  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  design  and  substantial  in  the  county.  It 
is  planned  for  twelve  rooms  and  has  eight  finished  rooms.  The  plan 
and  location  of  this  house  ar-  suitable  for  a  district  high  school, 
which  we  have  no  doubt  will  be  established  by  the  progressive  board 
of  Logan. 

We  make  the  statement  with  a  good  deal  of  satisfaction  that  the 
last  vestige  of  a  poor  or  uncomfortable  school  house  in  the  county  was 
supplanted  during  the  past  year  by  more  comfortable  and  commodi- 
ous houses. 

A  disposition  is  now  common  throughout  the  county  to  provide 
comfort  for  the  school  children  and  the  best  advantages  for  obtain- 
ing an  education. 
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Local  institutes  were  held  in  various  districts  of  the  count j.  The 
annual  meeting  at  Lakemont  of  the  Teachers'  and  Directors'  Union  of 
Altoona  and  Blair  county  was  favored  with  an  able  and  instructive 
address  by  Hon.  Martin  Bell,  president  judge  of  Blair  county  courts. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  pronounced  one  of  the  most 
enjoyable  and  successful  in  the  history  of  the  county.  The  instruct- 
ors were  Prof.  Byron  W.  King,  Drs.  E.  L.  Kemp,  A.  R.  Home,  Prof. 
J.  T.  Whittaker,  Supts.  J.  H.  Cessna  and  C.  E.  Kauffman. 

The  compulsory  school  law  was  faithfully  complied  with  by  school 
officers  and  patrons.  But  one  refusal  by  a  patron  to  comfjly  with 
the  law  came  to  our  notice.  The  law  was  enforced  in  this  special 
case  and  the  violator  was  made  pay  the  penalty  of  his  violation,  which 
had  a  salutary  effect  on  others  who  might  have  been  disposed  to  dis- 
regard the  law. 

The  school  attendance  was  increased  by  this  law  and  pupils  shared 
the  benefits  of  the  schools  w^hose  names  otherwise  would  not  have 
been  found  in  the  school  enrolments. 

We  desire  to  express  our  thanks  to  all  who  contributed  help  to  the 
advancement  of  the  schools  and  for  the  many  courtesies  and  favors 
bestowed  by  the  general  public. 


BRADFORD  (XIUNTY— Herbert  S.  Putnam. 


While  the  past  year  has  been  uneventful  in  many  ways,  yet  I 
believe  there  has  been  a  steady  growth  in  school  affairs  and  that 
general  progress  has  been  made  in  all  parts  of  the  county.  The  small 
number  of  pupils  in  many  of  the  rural  schools  has  caused  the  direct- 
ors to  serioush'  consider  the  question  of  consolidation  of  sub-districts 
and  transportation  of  pupils  at  the  expense  of  the  district.  In  some 
townships  the  experiment  will  be  tried  the  coming  year.  The  com- 
pulsory law  has  not  been  enforced  to  any  great  extent  partly  owing 
to  the  failure  of  the  proper  authorities  to  report  the  names  of  the 
children  coming  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  and  partly  on  account 
of  the  neglect  of  the  school  officers  themselves.  The  law  as  amended 
I  believe  is  much  improved  and  will  be  better  understood  and  more 
generally  observed.  I  am  unable  as  requested  to  state  the  exact 
number  of  districts  in  which  the  "chart  man''  has  been  successful  in 
disposing  of  his  wares,  but  can  say  that  during  the  past  year  only  a 
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vei'v  tew  districts  have  beeu  so  foolish  as  to  purchase  these  expensive 
and  so  little  used  appliances.  School  directors  commit  a  grievous 
mistake  in  expending  money  which  should  be  used  for  better  teach- 
ers, more  suitable  buildings  and  a  longer  term,  for  apparatus  which  is 
productive  of  so  little  good  and  in  many  cases  not  understood  by  the 
teachers  themselves.  There  seems  to  be  an  opinion  abroad  that  the 
"chart  man''  has  had  his  day  and  that  he  must  seek  other  fields  than 
Bradford  county  or  go  out  of  the  business  entirely.  The  high  schools 
are  doing  excellent  work  and  are  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
appropriation  prescribed  by  law  as  soon  as  our  Legislature  can  be 
made  to  see  the  necessity  of  setting  apart  a  sum  for  that  purpose. 

During  the  year  prior  to  the  date  of  this  report  the  teachers  of 
Bradford  county  adopted  Roark's  Psychology  and  White's  School 
Management  as  text-books  for  professional  reading  and  recommended 
that  the  superintendent  base  his  examination  in  Theory  and  Teaching 
largely  on  those  subjects.  This  resolution  as  adopted  has  been  strictly 
complied  with  and  nearly  every  teacher  and  many  who  are  not  as  yet 
teachers  have  carefully  read  and  studied  these  books.  Feeling  that 
there  was  great  need  of  reviews  in  the  common  branches  especially 
on  the  part  of  the  younger  teachers,  I  urged  the  necessity  of  study 
of  the  same  prior  to  the  examinations  for  provisional  certificates. 

As  soon  as  the  schools  were  closed  classes  were  formed  by  compe- 
tent teachers  in  different  parts  of  the  county  and  many  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  thus  offered  to  better  fit  themselves  for 
teaching. 

I  am  glad  to  report  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  their 
knowledge  of  these  fundamental  branches,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  late 
examinations.  Several  new  buildings  have  been  erected  and  general 
improvement  is  noticeable  in  repairs  and  modern  appliances  for  heat- 
ing and  ventilating  the  larger  buildings.  South  \Yaverly  borough 
and  Tuscarora  township  erected  fine  buildings  last  year.  The  former 
has  a  handsome  fire  place  in  each  room  and  is  a  credit  to  that  enter- 
prising town.  The  latter  is  located  at  Silvara  and  consists  of  two 
rooms.  It  is  a  neat  building  and  well  arranged.  A  large,  commo- 
dious and  most  beautiful  parochial  school  building  is  also  being 
erected  at  Towanda.  While  very  little  has  been  done  along  the  line  of 
establishing  school  libraries,  two  very  fine  public  library  buildings  are 
in  process  of  erection.  One  is  located  at  Towanda  and  the  other  at 
Athens,  and  both  are  gifts  from  former  citizens  of  these  enterprising 
boroughs.  These  libraries  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  school  pop- 
ulation in  these  towns  and  give  increased  literary  privileges  to  all 
who  care  to  avail  themselves  of  the  same. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  at  Towanda  during  the  week 
of  December  14th,  189G.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  great 
interest  was  manifested  throughout  the  whole  session. 
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The  following  persons  gave  valuable  instruction:  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaef- 
fer,  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Mowry,  Dr.  C.  C.  Rounds,  Miss 
Lelia  Patridge,  Geo.  P.  Bible,  A.  M.,  Dr.  S.  H.  Albro,  Dr.  M.  G.  Bene- 
dict, Prof.  W.  O.  Robinson,  Prof.  I.  F.  Stetler,  Prof.  W.  S.  Murray. 
Prof.  E.  E.  Quinlan  and  Prof.  H.  E.  Coggswell. 

Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Lieut.  R.  E.  Peary,  Rev.  Sam. 
P.  Jones,  Rev.  Henry  Elliott  Mott  and  the  Boston  Ideal  Club  gave 
a  musical  entertainment. 

There  was  a  fair  attendance  at  the  directors'  association.  Dr. 
Schaeffer  was  present  and  addressed  the  meeting.  If  there  was  some 
provision  made  by  law  for  paying  the  expenses  of  directors  attending 
Their  annual  gatherings,  I  believe  nearly  all  would  be  present  and 
much  good  be  accomplished  for  the  needs  of  our  rural  ungraded 
schools. 

Our  people  have  grown  to  regard  the  county  institute  as  of  great 
educational  value  and  show  their  interest  by  giving  it  their  hearty 
support. 

The  Bradford  County  Teachers'  Association,  an  organization 
formed  in  1855,  meets  four  times  each  year  and  being  held  in  different 
parts  of  the  county  does  much  to  keep  alive  educational  thought  and 
activity. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  teachers  of  Athens,  Sayre,  South 
Waverly,  this  State,  and  Waverly,  N.  Y.,  have  maintained  an  edu- 
cational club,  which  has  been  very  useful  to  their  schools  in  stimu- 
lating a  healthy  competition  in  the  work  of  the  different  departments 
under  their  charge. 

During  the  past  year  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  teachers  were 
employed,  the  average  age  of  whom  was  twenty-three  years.  I  found 
in  my  visitation  a  very  satisfactory  condition  of  things  in  most  cases 
but  in  some  districts  poor  work  was  due  to  lack  of  experience  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher.  No  board  of  directors  can  afford  to  dismiss  a 
good  teacher  to  make  place  for  one  who  has  never  taught  and  I  verily 
believe  that  teachers  should  be  paid  according  to  their  work  and  the 
demands  that  are  imposed  upon  them.  It  certainly  is  not  worth  as 
much  to  teach  twelve  pupils  as  it  is  to  manage  successfully  forty  and 
a  difference  should  be  made  in  the  salary  paid. 

The  county  authorities  have  erected  a  magnificent  court  house  and 
hereafter  the  county  superintendent  will  have  quarters  second  to 
none  in  the  State. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  ex-Supt.  G.  W.  Ryan  aud  all  persons  who 
have  so  generously  assisted  mo  in  my  work. 
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BUCKS  COUNTY— W.  H.  Slottei 


The  work  of  the  year  was  pleasant  and  encouraging.  It  was  not 
marked  by  any  great  changes,  but  all  along  the  lines  honest  efforts 
were  made  to  adopt  such  means  and  measures  as  would  best  serve 
the  needs  of  the  schools. 

The  ideal  was  not  attained,  but  we  had  only  a  few  failures  in  teach- 
ing, an  increasing  proportion  of  intelligent  work,  a  larger  enrolment, 
a  larger  average  attendance,  and  five  more  schools  than  the  previous 
year.  The  results  were  substantially  all  that  could  be  expected 
under  the  existing  conditions. 

Twenty-one  districts  had  graduating  classes.  Ninety  members  of 
these  classes,  a  number  exceeding  that  of  any  previous  year,  passed 
the  required  examinations  and  were  awarded  the  honors  of  gradua- 
tion by  the  directors  of  their  respective  districts.  They  were  well 
prepared  and  represented  a  larger  number  of  districts  than  the 
classes  of  any  former  year. 

In  many  of  the  schools  in  the  rural  districts  these  advanced  classes 
are  small,  numbering  only  one  or  two  or  three  pupils.  To  improve 
the  work  in  these  grades,  and  to  secure  the  opportunities  for  these 
children  they  so  well  deserve,  the  forces  must  be  concentrated,  and 
these  classes  must  be  brought  into  central  schools  in  their  respective 
districts.  This  fact  is  generally  admitted  by  directors  and  parents, 
and  there  are  evidences  of  a  growing  demand  for  district  high  schools. 

Two  years  ago  the  directors  of  Falls  township,  following  the  ex- 
ample of  Middletown,  established  a  central  school  at  Fallsington, 
with  a  two  years'  course  of  high  school  work.  The  school  has  grown 
in  number  and  in  popular  favor.  Additional  room  and  teaching  force 
must  be  provided  for  the  coming  term.  The  work  of  this  school, 
as  does  that  of  the  one  in  Middletown,  compares  favorably  with  that 
of  the  borough  high  schools. 

A  number  of  our  young  people  after  completing  the  work  i)rovided 
for  them  in  the  public  schools,  continued  their  studies  in  higher  insti- 
tutions. That  this  number  increases  annually  is  creditable  to  our 
teachers  and  an  evidence  that  the  work  of  the  schools  is  growing  in 
value.  The  number  of  pupils  whom  a  teacher  inspires  with  a  love 
for  knowledge  and  in  whom  he  awakens  aspirations  for  higher  attain- 
ments is  a  fair  criterion  by  which  to  estimate  the  character  of  his 
work  and  his  worth  as  a  teacher. 

There  are  those,  who  overlooking  the  fact  that  it  is  the  flowing 
fountain  from  which  springs  vigorous,  healthful  growth,  and  that 
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decay  and  death  issue  from  the  dry  stream  and  the  stagnant  pool,  pro- 
fess to  believe  that  the  requirements  for  teaching  are  too  high.  It 
is,  however,  a  gratifying  fact  that  this  number  is  comparatively 
small.  Good  schools  were  demanded  everywhere,  and  directors  made 
honest  efforts  to  secure  the  best  available  teaching  talent.  Less  than 
one-third  of  the  teachers  employed  during  the  year  held  the  lowest 
grade  certificate.  A  large  majority  of  those  had  attended  normal 
school,  while  others  had  taken  partial  courses  at  neighboring  semi- 
naries. Their  experiences  at  those  schools  widened  the  prospect 
of  a  number  of  them.  They  caught  glimpses  of  the  real  intent  of 
teaching  and  imbibed  something  of  the  spirit  that  pervades  every 
normal  school  and  wide-awake  normal  class. 

A  number  of  our  best  qualified  teachers  pursued  certain  studies  on 
the  advanced  courses  of  the  normal  school  from  which  they  grad- 
uated. A  few  took  special  courses  at  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, while  others  added  to  their  fund  of  knowledge  at  the  summer 
schools,  returning  at  the  opening  of  the  term,  with  renewed  strength 
and  enthusiasm.  The  influence  of  the  student  spirit  so  manifest 
among  the  teachers  had  a  wholesome  effect  upon  the  children,  giving 
trend  and  purpose  to  their  work. 

The  number  of  school  children  of  school  age  who  were  not  in  attend- 
ance at  school  has  always  been  comparatively  small  in  our  county, 
and  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  therefore,  affected,  directly, 
only  the  few.  A  summary  of  reports  from  the  secret?  ries  of  thirty- 
five  school  districts,  read  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  school  direct- 
ors' association,  commended  the  law.  It  was  maintained  that  in  a 
number  of  instances  the  effect  of  the  law  increased  the  enrolment 
and  secured  a  more  regular  attendance  at  school.  With  very  few  ex- 
ceptions directors  found  it  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  acquaint 
parents  and  guardians  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

The  average  length  of  the  school  term  was  not  lessened,  while  the 
average  salary  paid  the  teachers  was  slightly  increased.  The  num- 
ber of  school  libraries  has  grown  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five, 
containing  nearly  seven  thousand  five  hundred  volumes. 

Public  interest  was  alert  and  all  the  educational  agencies  were 
active  and  helpful.  The  district  institute  and  teachers'  meetings, 
the  local  institutes,  the  parents'  meetings,  all  accomplished  much 
good.  The  county  institute  was  largely  attended,  its  work  excep- 
tionally helpful  and  its  influence  far  reaching.  The  public  schools 
and  their  interests  were  discussed  at  every  farmers'  institute  and 
a  number  of  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  farmers'  clubs  and  grangers. 

The  annual  and  semi-annual  meetings  of  the  school  directors'  asso 
elation  were  well  attended,  and  the  work  again  emphasized  the  use- 
fulness of  the  organization. 
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BUTLER  COUNTY— S.  L.  Cheeseman. 


In  submittiug  this,  my  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Butler 
county,  I  am  happy  to  report  a  year  of  prosperity  and  improvement 
in  school  work. 

There  have  been  no  startling  innovations  nor  changes  in  the  work, 
but  faithful  attention  to  the  every  day  duties  of  the  school  room 
has  been  the  rule.  There  are  276  schools  in  Butler  county,  four  more 
than  last  year.  Several  new  school  buildings  have  been  erected.  Of 
the  276  teachers  in  the  county  45  are  normal  graduates,  15  hold  per- 
manent certificates  and  25  hold  professional  certificates.  I  have  vis- 
ited all  but  16  of  the  276  schools  of  the  county  during  the  past  year. 
This  allows  a  very  short  time  for  any  one  school,  yet  I  think  much 
good  is  accomplished  by  this  part  of  the  work. 

Some  method  of  local  supervision,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be  a  great 
improvement. 

Heretofore  the  annual  county  institute  has  been  held  about  the 
time  of  the  holidays,  but  our  last  institute  was  held  during  the  last 
week  of  October.  As  there  is  always  opposition  to  anything  new 
so  there  were  some  who  opposed  the  change  in  time  of  holding  insti- 
tute. When  the  time  came  and  teachers  realized  that  inclement 
weather,  bad  roads  and  attending  inconveniences  were  not  essential 
features  of  institute,  they  were  almost  unanimous  in  expressing  their 
approval. 

The  directors  discussed  the  subject  in  their  convention  on  directors' 
day,  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  Supt.  Gibson  and  myself 
and  expressed  a  desire  for  an  early  date.  The  result  is  that  we  will 
hold  our  next  annual  institute  before  the  schools  open,  August  30 — 
September  3.  The  instructors  were  Supt.  J.  M.  Coughlin,  Dr.  Ed- 
ward T.  Nelson,  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  Supt.  H.  V.  Hotchkiss  and  Prof. 
A.  J.  Sprenkle.  The  evening  lectures  were  by  Supt.  J.  M.  Coughlin, 
Dr.  James  Headle.y,  Dr.  Thos.  E.  Reed.  One  evening's  entertainment 
was  by  the  Ampbion  male  quartet  club  of  Pittsburg.  The  institute 
was  a  complete  success  in  every  way. 

T  have  talked  the  matter  of  central  high  schools  to  directors 
throughout  the  county  whenever  occasion  afforded.  A  very  strong 
sentiment  exists  in  favor  of  such  schools.  Zelieonople  last  year  added 
a  one  year's  high  school  course  and  will  probably  make  it  a  two 
years'  course  next  year.  Parker  township  has  been  the  first  to  make 
a  move  in  establishing  a  township  high  school.     On  the  22d  May,  a 
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popular  meeting  was  held  m  the  township  for  the  discussion  of  the 
subject.  It  was  enthusiastically  attended  bj  the  citizens  and  di 
rectors  were  urged  to  proceed  at  once  in  establishing  such  a  school 
and  have  already  taken  initiatory  steps  in  the  work.  In  my  opinion, 
there  is  nothing  that  would  add  so  much  to  the  efficiency  of  our  public 
school  as  the  establishing  of  high  schools  in  every  district. 

I  have  not  the  figures  but  can  say  that  the  majority  of  the  schools 
have  dictionaries  in  them.  All  are  well  supplied  with  text-books 
and  school  supplies.  The  boards  of  directors  through  the  county 
have  been  universally  faithful  in  looking  after  the  wants  of  the 
schools  in  every  detail.  The  wily  agent  has  been  abroad  in  the  land 
with  all  kinds  of  school  apparatus  and  in  some  few  instances  has 
succeeded  in  selling  to  directors  school  apparatus  at  exceedingly 
high  prices  which  is  of  very  little  value.  The  money  thus  spent 
would  be  of  much  greater  value  if  it  were  added  to  the  teachers'  sal- 
aries and  only  the  best  teachers  secured.  Better  paid  teachers  is 
what  we  need  to  insure  the  advancement  of  our  schools. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  extend  my  hearty  thanks  to  directors, 
teachers  and  friends  for  kindness  and  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the 
past  year  and  to  the  support  of  the  press  throughout  the  county  and 
to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  their  kindly  assistance 
in  every  particular. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— T.  L.  Gibson. 


This,  my  first  year's  work  as  superintendent  of  the  schools  of 
Cambria  county,  has  been  an  interesting  and  pleasant  one.  Teachers 
have,  as  a  rule,  done  thorough  and  conscientious  work,  and  a  wide- 
awake interest  in  the  w^elfare  of  the  public  schools  has  been  shown 
by  parents  and  patrons.  There  are  now  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  schools  in  the  county,  an  increase  of  thirteen  since  last  year. 
There  were  1,367  visits  by  the  directors,  330  by  the  superintendent 
and  10,278  by  patrons,  the  large  number  of  the  latter  being  the  result 
of  "Patrons'  Day"  having  been  observed  in  many  of  the  schools. 

Improved  School  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Nearly  all  the  boroughs  have  good  school  buildings  located  on  care- 
fully selected  sites,  well  furnished,  and  equipped  with  proper  appa- 
ratus for  good  work.  Some  of  the  boroughs  have  buildings  equal  to 
the  best  in  the  State  in  location,  construction,  beautiful  surround 
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iugs  aiid  modern  couveiiiences.  Many  of  the  townships  have  also 
given  proper  attention  to  the  selection  of  sites  and  the  construction 
of  houses,  but  there  are  a  few  townships  yet  that  need  to  supplant 
the  old  school  house  of  the  color  and  style  of  fifty  years  ago,  with  its 
low  eaves  and  ceiling,  its  wooden  black-board  no  longer  black,  its 
home-made,  straight-backed  sloping  seats,  by  building  houses  accord- 
ing to  accepted  modern  plans. 

Would  it  not  be  a  good  step  for  the  ^^chool  Journal  in  a  few  issues 
early  in  the  year,  when  school  boards  are  maturing  plans  for  new 
houses,  to  publish  two  or  three  good  plans  for  one  room  and  two  room 
school  buildings?  The  township  directors,  as  a  rule,  do  not  consult 
an  architect  and  are  in  need  of  such  plans. 

Professional  Reading. 

Many  of  the  teachers  have  pursued  the  course  of  professional  read- 
ing, as  outlined  by  a  committee  of  teachers  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose during  county  institute.  Some  of  the  younger  teachers  are 
anxious  to  read  but  do  not  know  what  there  is  to  read,  and  what  selec- 
tion to  make,  and  as  a  result,  read  none  or  entirely  at  random. 

The  instructor  of  our  teachers  to-day  will  do  well  to  mark  this  need 
and  then  lead  the  inexperienced  teacher  into  the  rich  fields  of  litera- 
ture and  show  him  how  full  they  are  of  noble  ideals  in  life,  and  ex- 
amples of  devoted  men  and  women  to  this  high  calling. 

Course  of  Study. 

A  carefully  graded  course  of  study  with  many  suggestions  as  to 
how  the  different  branches  should  be  taught  is  in  the  hands  of  every 
teacher,  and  the  schools  are  graded  according  to  it.  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  a  general  course  of  study  will  be  equally  well  suited 
to  all  the  schools,  nor  that  it  can  be  applied  without  considerable 
originality  and  thought  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  In  preparing 
for  their  work,  teachers  should  give  proper  attention  to  this  course, 
becoming  familiar  with  the  work  as  it  is  outlined  and  then,  after 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  conditions  of  the  school,  apply  the 
course  to  the  best  advantage  possible.  At  the  close  of  the  term  ex- 
aminations are  held  for  the  districts,  having  applicants  for  gradua- 
tion in  the  course,  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  county  superin- 
tendent. The  questions  are  prepared  by  the  county  superintendent, 
sent  sealed  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  not  to  be  opened  until 
the  morning  of  the  examination.  Certificates  of  scholarship  are 
granted  to  those  making  an  average  of  80  per  cent.,  with  no  branch 
below  50  per  cent.,  and  all  manuscripts  are  sent  to  the  superintendent 
for  inspection.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  examinations  to  give 
pupils  the  impression  that  the  completion  of  this  course  equips  them 
with  a  liberal  education,  but  rather  to  serve  as  a  way-mark  to  which 
teachers  are  carefully  and  thoroughly  to  lead  their  pupils,  and  at 
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which  wheu  pupils  have  arrived  they  may  know  how  well  they  have 
worked  along  the  way,  and  to  inspire  them  to  further  and  better  ef- 
fort. 

School  Libraries. 

There  are  in  the  county  nineteen  different  school  libraries,  several 
of  which  were  established  in  the  country  districts  last  year,  and  al- 
though they  contain  only  a  few  volumes  they  form  a  nucleus  for  addi- 
tional volumes  and  continued  interest  in  the  good  work.  Nearly  all 
these  libraries  were  begun  through  the  efforts  of  teachers  and  pupils, 
the  money  used  to  purchase  the  books  having  been  raised  by  popular 
subscription  or  by  holding  entertainments.  In  no  case,  so  far  as 
reported,  have  boards  set  aside  any  money  for  this  purpose.  The 
selection  of  books  has  been  made  with  great  care  so  that  the  best  of 
literature  is  finding  its  way  into  the  hands  and  homes  of  children 
who  otherwise  would  be  deprived  of  this  far-reaching  educational 
factor.  It  has  come  to  the  superintendent's  personal  observation 
that  books  taken  home  by  the  children  are  as  eagerly  looked  for 
and  as  carefuly  read  by  the  parents  as  by  the  children,  thus  being 
doubly  valuable.  The  books  of  the  Carnegie  Library,  Johnstown, 
through  the  kindness  of  the  managers,  are  accessible  to  teachers  and 
pupils  throughout  the  county.  Books  given  out  from  this  library 
are  selected  by  the  teachers  and  librarians  in  charge,  so  that  only 
those  works  that  are  adapted  to  their  needs  get  into  the  hands  of  the 
children.  May  what  has  been  begun  in  establishing  these  reading 
centers  have  continued  support,  and  spread  until  every  school  shall 
have  its  free  library  and  every  boy  and  girl  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
and  a  taste  for  a  high  class  of  literature,  so  that  the  future  citizen 
may  lighten  his  toil  and  sweeten  his  life  by  association  with  the  bene- 
factors of  the  past,  and  be  lifted  to  a  moral  plane  that  will  insure  a 
devoted  patriotism. 

Local  Institutes. 

An  encouraging  feature  of  school  work  is  the  interest  shown  in 
the  local  institutes.  These  are  a  source  of  inspiration  to  both  teacher 
and  pupil  and  are  a  means  of  bringing  parents  into  closer  sympathy 
with  the  teacher's  work. 

High  Priced  Charts. 

The  visits  of  the  high  priced  chart  agents  are  becoming  less  fre- 
quent in  the  county,  and  their  sales  to  unwary  directors,  we  are  glad 
to  say,  still  less  frequent. 

('ounty  Institutes. 

Cambria  county  and  Johnstown  city  united  in  holding  their  insti- 
tute in  Ebensburg  this  year.  The  union  proved  of  mutual  benefit, 
bringing  the  teachers  of  the  county  and  city  into  close  sympathy  and 
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tilling  each  with  the  spirit  of  helpfulness.  The  corps  of  instructors 
consisted  of  the  strongest  educational  men  in  the  field.  During  the 
week  of  institute  the  school  directors'  association  held  two  very  inter- 
esting sessions.  Deputy  State  Superintendent  J.  Q.  Stewart  was 
present  and  made  plain  many  points  referred  to  him.  The  directors 
spoke  highly  in  favor  of  the  fearless  and  emphatic  way  in  which  he 
answered  questions  submitted  to  him. 

Township  High  School. 

Although  there  are  no  township  high  schools  established  yet,  some 
of  the  districts  are  looking  forward  to  the  organization  of  such 
schools  in  the  near  future.  If  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature 
will  only  set  aside  a  portion  of  the  funds  for  appropriation  in  the 
State  to  this  purpose,  some  of  the  townships  will  take  steps  at  once 
to  establish  high  schools.  The  farmers'  institutes  must  be  given 
credit  for  helping  considerably  to  awaken  a  sentiment  in 
favor  of  high  schools,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  matter 
will  be  continually  kept  before  the  people  until  the  children 
in  the  rural  districts  will  have  as  good  educational  advantages 
as  those  in  the  larger  towns  and  cities.  It  is  the  universal  opin- 
ion of  thoughtful  people  that  a  more  popular  and  far-reaching  step 
in  the  school  system  of  Pennsylvania  has  not  been  taken  since  the 
system  itself  was  adopted.  The  township  high  school  will  provide 
for  a  higher  and  additional  practical  education  for  the  children  on 
the  farms  and  in  the  smaller  towns,  allow  them  to  remain  at  home 
while  they  are  being  educated,  keep  in  its  own  locality  large  sums  of 
money  which  under  the  present  system  are  gathered  into  educational 
centers,  serve  as  an  incentive  to  keep  the  young  people  in  the 
farming  districts,  open  up  a  more  interesting  and  profitable  system  of 
farming,  bring  higher  social  enjoyment  into  rural  life  that  always 
attends  a  broader  education  in  any  community,  and  all  with  little  or 
no  additional  local  taxation. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  commend  the  teachers  for  their  profes- 
sional zeal,  the  directors  for  the  interest  they  have  shown  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  schools,  and  to  thank  the  press  for  its  hearty  support,  and 
the  Department  for  wholesome  advice  given. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— Mattie  M.  Collins. 


While  no  great  changes  have  been  made  during  the  past  year,  yet 
in  reviewing  the  work,  there  is  reason  for  believing  that  something 
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has  been  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  educational  interests  in 
Cameron  county. 

Many  of  the  school  buildings  were  repaired,  papered  and  painted. 
New  maps  were  placed  in  several  schools.  Our  school  rooms  are 
now  well  furnished  with  charts,  globes,  maps,  dictionaries  and  ency- 
clopedias. We  notice,  however,  that  at  many  places  the  blackboards 
are  not  of  sufficient  surface  and  of  such  quality  as  to  insure  the  best 
results  from  their  use. 

During  the  year  I  visited  every  school  in  the  county  three  times, 
and  many  five,  held  eight  public  and  two  special  examinations,  at 
which  one  hundred  and  seven  applicants  were  examined,  of  whom 
seventeen  were  rejected. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Driftwood,  November  23d  to  28th, 
inclusive,  and  was  attended  by  all  the  teachers  in  the  county.  The 
institute  was  a  success  both  in  attendance  and  in  the  nature  of  the 
work.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  S.  H.  Albro,  Mansfield  State  Nor- 
mal; Prof.  C.  M.  Thomas.  Clarion  State  Normal;  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith, 
West  Chester  Normal  School;  Prof.  Most,  Edinboro,  Pa.,  and  Prof. 
I.  D.  Gresh,  Milton,  Pa.  The  teachers  were  well  pleased  and  appre- 
ciated the  valuable  instruction.  The  evening  entertainments  were 
lectures  by  Dr.  S.  H.  Albro,  Dr.  Geo.  Edw.  Keed,  Judge  Alfred 
Ellison  and  a  musical  entertainment  by  the  Ollie  Torbett  Concert  Co. 

The  directors'  day  session  was  quite  largely  attended  and  was 
interesting  and  profitable.  The  addresses  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith  and 
Prof.  C.  M.  Thomas  to  teachers  and  directors  were  excellent, 

A  course  of  reading  for  teachers  was  decided  upon  by  a  committee 
of  three  for  the  year,  as  follows:  Halleck's  Psychology,  Tompkins 
School  Management  and  Pennsylvania  Citizen.  We  were  pleased 
to  note  that  nearly  all  the  teachers  procured  the  books  and  we  hope 
that  much  good  will  result  from  this  course. 


CARBON  COUNTY— A.  S.  Beisel. 


In  submitting  this  my  fourth  report  of  the  schools  of  Carbon 
county,  I  am  able  to  report  continued  improvement  during  another 
year.  Along  the  line  of  improvement  have  been  the  following:  Sal- 
aries increased,  school  term  increased,  new  school  houses  built  and 
old  ones  repaired,  school  grounds  beautified  with  flower  beds  and 
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shade  trees,  and  the  employment  of  the  highest  grade  teachers  availa- 
ble. Of  the  204:  teachers  employed,  84  are  male  and  120  are  female, 
29  taught  their  first  term  and  93  have  taught  five  terms  or  more,  65 
orv  normal  school  graduates,  16  hold  permanent  certificates,  9  hold 
professional  certificates  and  the  remaining  114  hold  provisional  cer- 
tificates, 143  taught  graded  schools  and  61  taught  ungraded  schools, 
i;-!  taught  9  months  or  more,  40  taught  6  months  and. the  other  31 
taught  either  7  or  8  months. 

The  average  term  is  8:^  months,  an  increase  of  one-twentieth  over 
last  year.  I  hojje  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  we  will  average  at 
least  9  months. 

The  standard  for  provisional  certificates  has  been  raised,  the 
number  of  applicants  has  decreased  and,  therefore,  the  quality  of 
teachers  is  superior  over  past  years.  The  examinations  are  all  writ- 
ten, the  interest  to  spectators  is  little,  the  visitors  are  few  and  the 
applicants  are  delighted. 

The  teachers  are  already'  elected  for  next  year.  Very  few  old 
teachers  were  denied  re-employment.  Weissport  and  Franklin  in- 
dependent district  are  the  only  changes  made  in  principals. 

Lehighton  is  the  only  board  that  employs  a  special  teacher  in  vocal 
music.  A  two  years'  trial  proves  that  the  board  would  as  soon  dis- 
pense with  the  teaching  of  any  other  branch  as  they  would  with 
music. 

Upper  Towmensiug  and  Mahoning  townships  have  each  erected 
a  one  roomed  building.  While  they  do  not  have  all  the  conveniences 
which  most  borough  schools  have,  yet  they  are  excellent  school 
houses  for  rural  districts.  The  borough  of  Lehighton  has  erected  a 
model  eight  roomed  brick  school  building.  A  cut  of  the  building 
would  be  a  credit  to  the  annual  report  and  certainly  so  to  the  county. 
In  design  and  arrangement  it  is  equalled  by  few  and  surpassed  by 
none.  The  heating  and  ventilating  are  as  nearly  perfect  as  they  can 
be  made.  The  town  justly  feels  proud  of  the  building  and  well  they 
can.  The  school  directors  have  spent  many  an  hour  in  meditation 
and  have  worried  over  unjust  criticisms,  but  undismayed  they  con- 
tinued until  the  last  stroke  had  fallen.  The  town  appreciates  their 
honest  efforts  and  the  school  children  laud  them  as  they  go  in  and  out 
daily:  yea,  the  building  itself  is  the  means  of  showering  praises  upon 
the  directors  while  they  live  and  it  will  stand  a  monument  to  their 
memories  when  thej-  are  dead.  Oh  I  that  all  children  could  have 
access  to  such  school  buildings. 

The  directors  throughout  the  countiy  arc  slow  in  providing  neces- 
sary apparatus  for  the  schools.  A  large  number  of  our  schools  are 
without  dictionaries  and  without  outline  maps.  The  chart  agent  and 
the  agent  selling  expensive  mathematical  blocks  must  not  have  been 
in  oui-  county  during  last  year,  for  T  have  not  found  a  trace  of  them 
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in  my  visits.  All  our  high  schools  have  libraries;  most  are  small, 
and  the  increase  is  slow  and  measured.  In  quality  and  number  of 
volumes  Mauch  Chunk  and  Lansford  lead. 

Classes  were  graduated  from  the  following  high  schools:  Mauch 
Chunk,  East  Mauch  Chunk,  Lansford,  Lehighton,  Weatherly,  Summit 
Hill  and  Nesquehoning.  I  assist  in  the  examinations  of  all  our  high 
schools  and  know  that  the  work  is  well  done,  reflecting  credit  on  the 
teachers. 

The  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Mauch  Chunk  November 
30th  to  December  4,  inclusive.  The  attendance  was  large.  Every 
teacher  in  the  county  was  enrolled.  Instructions  were  given  in  pri- 
mary work,  in  composition,  in  geography,  in  grammar,  in  langua-ge, 
in  reading,  in  spelling,  school  management,  in  child  study,  in  voice 
culture,  in  busy  work  and  in  psychology.  Enthusiastic  talks  were 
given  on  habit,  on  temperament,  on  ideals,  on  towards  the  top,  on 
wise  as  serpents  and  on  the  child  in  the  home.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  C.  C.  Boyer,  Dr.  J.  P.  Welsh,  Dr.  Byron  King,  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart, 
Dr.  G.  P.  Bible,  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Prof.  J.  M.  Coughlin  and  Miss  Mar- 
garet McCloskey.  The  evening  lecturers  were  Col.  Geo.  W.  Bain, 
Hon.  Alfred  Ellison  and  Hon.  Geo.  R.  Wendling.  The  Torbett  Con- 
cert Company  gave  a  very  pleasing  entertainment.  All  in  all  this 
was  the  most  successful  institute  held  in  the  county. 

It  is  our  custom  to  hold  educational  meetings  in  different  portions 
of  the  county  right  before  the  opening  of  the  term.  Such  meetings 
were  held  at  Stemlersville,  at  Rockport  and  at  McDaniels  in  Mahon- 
ing. The  meetings  were  well  attended  and  I  am  sure  that  much  good 
was  done  to  the  schools.  The  local  institute  committees  have  de- 
cided to  hold  local  institutes  at  Weatherly,  Lansford  and  Lehighton ; 
these  institutes  to  be  held  about  the  opening  of  the  school  term. 

With  thanks  to  the  teachers,  to  the  directors,  to  the  press  and  to 
the  Department  for  kindnesses  sliown,  I  submit  my  report. 


CENTRE   COUNTY— C.  L.  Gramlev. 


We  have  nothing  startling  to  report.  \\'e  are  moving  steadily 
along  with  a  natural  and  healthy  growth.  Every  day  we  more  fully 
realize  the  fact  that  our  public  schools  are  nothing  but  the  deliberate 
effort  of  the  State  to  make  a  nobler  and  better  race.  They  are  of 
the  highest  importance  because  above  everything  else,  they  are  the 
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means  to  the  greatest  end  of  human  effort,  the  perfection  of  man. 
We  have  also  learned  in  most  districts  that  the  question  of  education 
is  a  question  of  teachers.  The  teacher  is  to  the  school  what  the  soul 
is  to  the  body.  It  is  he  that  devises  good  methods,  employs  them 
with  discernment.  He  is  inspiration  itself,  is  alive  and  awakens 
life.  The  children  learn  that  it  is  good  to  be  where  he  is,  and  follow 
him  unconsciously.  It  takes  our  best  men  and  women  to  become 
teachers,  for  such  men  and  women  alone  can  do  good  work,  whether 
in  primary  schools,  intermediate  schools  or  high  schools.  We  occa- 
sionally find  a  place  where  this  condition  is  not  to  be  obtained,  be- 
cause parents,  who  should  as  learners  seek  to  comprehend  what  ob- 
ject the  teacher  tries  to  gain,  or  what  difficulties  hinder  progress, 
too  often  stand  opposed  to  a  teacher  when  new  and  better  means  are 
to  be  introduced.  Let  us  ever  bear  in  mind  that  the  child,  not  the 
teacher,  is  the  princij)al  sufferer  when  patrons  sympathize  with  the 
elements  opposed  to  authority.  Is  such  conduct  not  a  crime?  How 
to  effect  a  union  everywhere  between  parent  and  teacher  that  an 
intelligent  and  harmonious  management  of  children  may  be  secured, 
is  one  of  our  great  educational  problems.  The  thoughtless  and  ap- 
parently' innocent  work  of  directors  either  as  individuals  or  as  com- 
mittees will  at  times  receive  the  censure  of  a  community  to  such  an 
extent  that  their  usefulness  as  directors  is  greatly  impaired.  All 
important  business  should  be  transacted  by  the  whole  board.  There 
may  be  times  when  committee  work  is  preferable,  but  let  it  be  the 
exception.  I  have  observed  that  much  of  the  trouble  with  which 
boards  come  in  contact  has  its  origin  in  individual  work.  This  is  the 
kind  of  work  that  opens  the  door  through  which  come  insinuations 
and  intimations  that  improper  influences  have  been  called  into  ques- 
tion. The  whole  board  should  not  only  elect  but  also  select  the 
teachers  for  the  different  schools.  If  apijaratus  is  to  be  bought,  com- 
pel the  vender  to  bring  his  wares  to  the  board  room,  and  there  before 
all  the  directors,  extol  the  merit  of  his  goods. 

Three  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  One  in  Benner, 
one  in  College  and  one  in  Millheim  borough.  The  house  in  Millheim 
is  a  large  two  story,  four  room  structure.  It  is  a  frame  building 
incased  in  bricks,  has  large  corridors,  four  cloak  rooms,  a  supply 
room  and  a  directors'  office.  All  of  the  interior  is  wainscoted  to  a 
proi)er  height.  The  building  is  furnished  with  improved  furniture 
and  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  a  modern  system.  A  good  iron  fence 
encloses  a  beautiful  level  j-ard  sufficiently  large  for  a  play-ground. 
The  architectural  designs  for  this  excellent  house  were  furnished 
by  the  secretary  of  the  board,  Mr.  J.  ('.  Smith.  This  enterprise  re- 
flects much  credit  upon  the  board,  and  trust  will  mark  the  beginning 
of  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  schools  of  this  otherwise  progressive 
borough.  The  houses  in  Benner  and  in  College  are  one  room  build 
ings  of  wood,  neatly  finished  and  well  furnished. 


School  Building,  Millheira  Borough,  Centre  County. 
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Twenty-six  public  examinations  were  held  during  the  year,  3(52 
applicants  examined,  out  of  which  number  237  were  licensed.  Al- 
though the  standard  was  considerably  raised,  we  had  a  surplus  of 
43  teachers  after  all  schools  were  supi)lied.  Rigid  examinations  give 
protection  to  faithful  teachers  and  to  the  public  in  general,  and  sug- 
gest a  just  and  reasonable  manner  by  which  to  eliminate  those  less 
competent.  The  number  of  teachers  who  fail  in  the  school  room 
is  happily  growing  less  each  succeeding  year;  this  is  brought  about 
by  withholdiug  certificates  from  applicants  of  insuflficient  age  and 
limited  ability  and  by  directors  becoming  more  cautious  in  the  selec- 
tion of  teachers. 

Practical  results  in  our  county  do  not  give  loud  praises  for  our 
recently  enacted  compulsory  law.  We  enrolled  twenty-six  pupils 
less  than  last  year,  when  under  such  a  law  our  enrollment  should  have 
increased.  Eight  districts  report  a  lower  per  cent,  of  attendance 
than  last  year,  five  show  no  gain  or  loss,  while  twenty  present  a 
slight  increase,  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  county  being 
eighty-four,  last  year  eighty-two.  Apparent  contradictions  in  the 
law  were  differently  interpreted  by  legal  authority,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence we  had  a  compulsory  law  that  did  not  compel.  Why  not  give 
us  laws  that  may  be  readily  understood  by  all. 

The  county  institute  was  well  attended  by  the  teachers,  but  seven 
were  absent.  Intense  interest  was  shown  during  every  day  session. 
The  instructors  were  men  of  experience  and  were  thoroughly  appre- 
ciated. The  evening  entertainments  were  also  good,  but  were  con- 
demned by  a  few  who  failed  to  hear  them. 

The  directors'  association  met  in  the  Belletonte  high  school  build- 
ing on  Thursday  of  institute  week.  The  association  was  addressed 
by  several  institute  instructors.  Important  questions  were  earnestly 
discussed.  The  influences  that  go  out  from  these  meetings  are  felt 
in  the  school  work  throughout  the  county,  yet  how  much  more  potent 
for  good  would  these  gatherings  be  if  our  Legislature  would  encour- 
age the  attendance  by  compensating  directors,  as  teachers  are  paid 
for  attending  institute.  D.  F.  Fortuey,  Esq.,  and  Clark  M.  Gramley 
represented  our  county  at  the  State  Directors'  Association  last  Jan- 
uary; they  reported  the  meeting  a  success  and  are  sanguine  that  such 
an  annual  meeting  will  materially  aid  the  onward  progress  of  popu- 
lar education. 

Local  institutes  are  growing  in  favor  in  the  northern  and  western 
part  of  the  county.  These  meetings  create  a  sentiment  for  better 
work,  are  excellent  means  to  train  young  men  and  women,  and  teach- 
ers of  experience  owe  it  to  their  profession  to  help  in  this  work.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  in  some  parts  of  the  county  the  teachers  seem 
to  be  of  the  opinion  that  this  adjunct  of  school  work  is  not  needed. 

The  township  high  school  is  discussed  in  varions  places,  and  this 
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disciissiou  will  tinally  briiij;;  ^'ood  results.  Au  interest  in  good  lit- 
erature is  felt,  and  as  a  result  a  number  of  teachers  and  pupils  are 
putting-  forth  efforts  to  establish  libraries  in  their  schools.  Instead 
of  investing  large  sums  of  money  in  blocks,  fancy  charts  and  other 
aj)])aratus  which  are  rarely  used,  and  which  lie  locked  in  a  beautiful 
case  in  souie  out  of  the  way  place,  whose  only  mission  is  to  gather 
dust,  let  us  equip  every  school  with  a  nucleus  for  a  good  library  in 
which  should  be  found  an  unabi-idged  dictionary  and  a  suitable  cyclo- 
pedia. 

A  few  years  ago  compai-atively  few  of  our  teachers  were  regular 
readei's  of  educational  papers,  but  now  a  large  majority  not  only  read 
such  journals  but  also  study  one  or  more  standard  works  or  methods. 

^[any  school  grounds  are  still  not  what  they  should  be;  a  number 
are  too  small,  others,  if  large  enough,  show  evidences  of  neglect, 
w^hile  in  a  few  instances  children  must  become  trespassers  if  they 
are  to  resort  to  out-door  play.  These  grounds  should  be  amply  large, 
enclosed  with  a  good  fence,  planted  with  suitable  trees,  so  as  to  make 
them  attractive,  for  a  child's  environments  do  much  towards  fash- 
ioning its  character.  The  education  of  the  child  should  not  stop 
during  the  hours  of  intermission. 

The  high  schools  of  Philipsburg  and  Bellefonte  graduated  the 
usual  number;  the  closing  exercises  in  both  boioughs  were  unusually 
interesting. 

The  town  of  State  College,  where  the  Pennsylvania  State  College 
is  located,  has  recently  been  incorporated  into  a  borough,  and  will 
henceforth  regulate  its  own  school  affairs.  A  large  and  commodious 
school  building  will  at  once  be  erected,  thus  giving  the  borough 
superior  facilities. 

We  are  about  to  introduce  into  our  schools  the  system  of  grading 
devised  by  Supt.  .1.  M.  lierkey,  of  Johnstown,  and  are  glad  to  report 
no  serious  ()j)p()sition.  We  claim  for  it  better  classification,  better 
attendance,  more  j»upils  studying  all  the  branches,  more  effective 
work  by  teachers  and  ])ui»ils,  and  more  interest  in  schools  on  the 
part  of  parents.  We  may  realize  bright  hopes  foi-  the  future  if  we 
faithfully  perfoi'm  the  duties  of  the  present. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Bye. 


That  our  school  interests  felt  the  general  dei»ressi<)n  was  shown  in 
the  fact  that  no  new  buildings  were  erected  and  but  few  furnished 
during  the  year  past.     The  current  ye;ir.  however.  ()]>(Mis  auspiciously. 
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Honeybrook  township  led  off  with  a  new  school  building  to  replace 
one  of  over  thirty  years'  standing,  while  two  of  our  boroughs  are 
drawing  plans  for  new  four  room  houses.  Warwick  has  just  com- 
pleted the  remodeling  and  painting  of  the  houses  in  that  district. 
They  have  taken  a  few  every  year  in  this  way  and  thus  made  a  general 
and  complete  improvement  without  instituting  taxation  that  was 
felt  to  be  burdensome.  West  Nantmeal  erected  a  substantial  shed 
ding  at  Central  high  school  for  the  use  of  pupils  who  drive  to  school. 
East  Whiteland  completed  another  one  of  those  school  buildings  for 
which  the  AMiitelands  are  noted.  Thirteen  districts  wholly  or  par- 
tially supplied  their  schools  with  relief  maps.  One  form  of  improve- 
ment, which  made  rapid  strides  last  year,  was  that  of  supplying  to 
the  schools  our  national  flag.  And  under  the  new  law  providing  for 
the  purchase  of  flags  by  the  board  of  directors  the  present  large  num- 
ber will  be  materially  increased. 

The  successive  adoption  of  the  uniform  course  of  study  goes  stead- 
ily on.  We  have  now  seventeen  districts,  outside  the  boroughs,  under 
this  system.  We  shall  for  the  year  1897-98  change  the  character  of 
the  requirements  in  literature  from  general  to  specific  ones.  The 
Juniors  v^ill  be  required  to  read  ''Evangeline,''  Longfellow;  "Snow 
Bound,"  Whittier;  ''Grandfather's  Chair,"  Hawthorne;  "Eip  Van 
Winkle,"  Irving,  and  "Forest  Hymn,"  Bryant.  The  Seniors  will 
make  a  special  study  of  "Enoch  Arden,"  Tennyson;  "Merchant  of 
Venice,"  Shakespeare;  "Lady  of  the  Lake,"  Scott;  "Cotter's  Saturday 
Night,"  Burns,  and  three  American  patriotic  selections.  Declaration 
of  Independence,  ^Vashington's  FareAvell  Address  and  Lincoln's  Get- 
tysburg Speech. 

Our  forty-first  annual  institute  w^as  very  much  of  a  success.  The 
attendance  was  large  at  all  times,  457  teachers  being  present  and 
over  200  directors.  The  morning  work  was  conducted  in  three  sec- 
tions, divided  principally  on  pedagogy,  history  and  literature  and 
science.  All  met  together  for  the  afternoon  sessions,  at  which  visi 
tors  were  present  in  large  numbers,  estimated  sometimes  as  high  as 
fifteen  hundred.  The  directors'  meeting  was  a  large  and  enthusiastic 
one.  The  former  officers,  Messrs.  Isaac  Richards,  president,  and  John 
Balderson,  secretary,  have  proved  themselves  zealous  and  eflficient, 
and  were  re-elected  at  the  annual  meeting  in  February.  Four  local 
institutes  were  held  during  the  year.  These  were  characterized  by 
the  presence  of  instructors  of  high  grade,  full  and  free  discussions, 
exhibitions  of  excellent  work  of  pupils  and  widespread  interest.  The 
net  receipts  were  devoted  to  local  library  purposes,  and  neat  sums 
were  realized  for  these  interests.  Besides  these,  our  boroughs  and 
combined  districts  held  monthly  meetings  wiiich  in  many  cases 
closely  approached  the  nature  of  an  institute. 

The  auxiliary  organizations  were  conspicuous  for  their  activity 
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during  the  present  year.  The  principals'  association  meetings  were 
well  attended  and  the  work  done  was  of  an  interesting  and  profitable 
nature.  The  Chester  County  Teachers'  Association  took  a  long  step 
toward  higher  professional  equipment  by  organizing  the  Teachers' 
Professional  Society.  Through  a  committee  appointed  by  the  asso- 
ciation a  regular  correspondence  course  in  professional  study  is  con- 
ducted. Certain  books  are  selected  to  be  read,  or  lines  of  work  laid 
down  for  investigation,  of  which  syllabi  or  outlines  are  sent  ou-t  by 
the  committee.  At  stated  times  examination  (questions  are  sent  out 
and  on  the  merit  of  the  answers  certificates  are  granted  to  those 
whose  work  satisfies  the  committee.  Even  though  the  course  was 
not  inaugurated  until  December  1st,  seventy  teachers  were  enrolled. 
Every  teacher  in  the  county  is  eligible  to  membership,  and  the  fees 
are  but  twenty-five  cents,  to  cover  mailing  expenses.  Although  but 
yet  in  its  infancy  a  keener  grasp  of  professional  subjects  is  already 
noticeable  among  those  who  took  the  course. 


CLARION   COUNTY— W.   A.   Beer. 


The  work  in  this  county  is  still  advancing,  and  the  attitude  of  the 
teaching  force  towards  the  highest  culture  in  the  teacher  is  decidedly 
improved.  Of  the  teachers  employed,  forty-nine  were  graduates  of 
some  normal  school,  chiefly  of  Clarion.  Of  the  other  two  hundred 
teachers,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  have  attended  the  Normal  at 
Clarion  or  some  other  normal  school.  Only  five  of  those  employed 
received  their  entire  school  training  in  the  common  school.  There 
were  only  eighty-six  who  had  more  than  four  terms'  experience,  while 
fifty  had  never  taught  before.  Of  these  beginners,  the  most  of  them 
did  fairly  good  work,  and  the  effects  of  the  united  reading  is  very 
clearly  shown. 

The  interest  in  the  study  of  pedagogy  continues  at  the  normal 
school,  and  this  systematic  study  under  skilled  teachers  is  supported 
by  the  county  institute  and  by  our  local  institutes,  at  which  the  best 
current  thought  on  the  subject  of  the  right  teaching  of  the  child 
is  freelj'  discussed  by  teachers,  preachers,  lawyers,  doctors  and  all 
classes  of  people,  from  the  most  limited  in  information  to  those  who 
have  the  best  scholastic  attainments. 

At  our  local  institutes  Prof.  A.  W.  More,  of  Chicago  University, 
assisted  during  two  sessions.     Prof.  Holbrook,  Prof.  Thomas,  Prof. 
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Jiugli  aiid  I'l'of.  J)a\is,  of  the  Normal,  gave  valuable  help.  Of  the 
public  school  teachers  those  who  assisted  can  not  all  be  enumerated 
here,  but  it  is  but  fair  to  mention  the  able  and  encouraging  lecture 
given  by  Prof.  J.  M.  Thompson,  of  East  Brady,  at  various  places 
throughout  the  county.  His  discussion  of  the  "Fifth  Wheel"  is 
winning  for  him  a  place  as  a  platform  lecturer.  Prof.  McDonald, 
of  East  Brady;  Prof.  Brown,  of  New  Bethlehem;  Prof.  Craig,  of  St. 
Petersburg;  Prof.  McNaughton,  of  Sligo;  Prof.  Space,  of  Fairmount; 
Prof.  Downs,  of  Rimersburg,  and  many  other  teachers  are  enthusi- 
astic workers  in  the  local  institutes. 

The  county  institute  was  a  gratifying  success.  Prof.  Moore,  above 
mentioned,  was  with  us  all  week  and  instructed  in  pedagogy  and 
literature.  He  did  us  great  good.  Dr.  Charles  McMurry,  the  little 
giant  of  Herbartianism,  also  gave  us  a  full  week's  work  which  de- 
lighted our  teachers.  His  reading  discussions  and  his  talks  on  geog- 
raphy were  wonderfully  concrete,  yet  brimful  of  the  pedagogy  for 
which  he  is  noted.  Dr.  R.  H.  Holbrook,  of  the  Clarion  Normal,  gave 
very  able  and  valuable  instruction  in  history  and  civics,  with 
enough  of  the  Holbrook  notions  of  pedagogy  thrown  in  to  put  every 
other  instructor  on  his  mettle.  Prof.  I.  D.  Gresh  instructed  in  music 
and  Prof.  Davis  was  often  with  us  to  advise  and  encourage.  Miss 
Rena  Johnson  presided  at  the  piano.  Dr.  McMurra}'  lectured  on 
Monday  night,  and  on  Tuesday  night  the  New  York  Male  Quartet 
gave  a  concert,  assisted  by  the  accomplished  elocutionist,  Miss  Nellie 
Nichols.  On  Wednesday  night  Wm.  Hawley  Smith  gave  a  lecture 
such  as  only  he  can  give,  and  on  Thursday  night  Dr.  John,  late  of  De 
Pauw  University,  gave  a  profound  answer  to  the  isms  of  Ingersoll. 
The  paper  read  bj'  Dr.  John,  Friday  morning,  on  the  education  of 
women,  was  probably  the  most  able  argument  ever  made  before  a 
Clarion  audience. 

Prof.  Rugh,  Prof.  Craig,  Prof.  Wilson  and  Prof.  Sayers  assisted 
very  materially  with  their  quartet  singing,  and  in  the  absence  of 
Prof.  C.  E.  Rugh,  Prof.  Harry  Rugh  sang  in  the  quartet.  An  insti- 
tute is  fortunate  in  having  3'oung  men  of  musical  ability  to  help  the 
thing  along,  and  our  singers  will  alwaj^s  have  a  preferred  place  in  the 
hearts  of  our  teachers. 

During  the  week  of  institute  a  Child  Study  Association  was 
formed,  and  about  forty-five  members  enrolled.  A  part  of  the  ex- 
amination for  professional  certificates  was  a  thesis  on  "Child  Study." 
The  outline  of  the  work  was  prepared  by  the  county  superintendent, 
assisted  by  Dr.  McMurry,  and  sent  out  to  the  persons  who  desired 
to  be  examined  for  this  grade  of  certificate,  also  to  those  who  desired 
to  be  examined  for  a  permanent  certificate.  I  had  at  institute  an 
nounced  that  no  professional  certificate  would  be  renewed  without 
examination,  so  all  who  then  held  that  grade  of  certificate  were  re- 
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quiied  to  bo  oxaiuiiuHl.  This  brouj^lil  to  my  desk  for  fi'iticism, 
tweiity-foui-  theses  on  the  subject,  soiik^  of  which  showed  the  writers 
to  be  well  up  ou  the  current  agitation.  These  papers  were  distrib- 
uted anionj4  members  of  the  Child  Study  Association  for  comment 
and  ciiticism,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  examination  for  profes- 
sional certiticates  we  had  a  very  enthusiastic  meeting  of  the  associa- 
tion. ]*rof.  John  Johnston  read  his  paper,  and  a  number  of  others 
rej.orted  criticisms  and  comments  on  the  papers  tliey  had  examined. 
This  was  on  the  last  day  of  May.  The  association  has  three  regular 
meetings  a  year,  one  the  last  of  May,  one  in  September  and  one  during 
the  week  of  the  county  institute.  The  papers  received  from  the 
applicants  for  examination  were  not  the  only  ones  received  by  the 
association.  Others  sent  in  reports  of  investigations  they  had  made 
during  the  term. 

All  papers  were  filed  with  the  librarian  for  the  use  of  the  members 
and  the  students  at  the  Normal. 

T  have  been  very  much  gratified  by  the  interest  shoAvn  in  the  matter 
of  starting  school  libraries.  Some  teachers  directed  the  etforts  of 
their  pupils  to  this  end  in  sucli  a  manner  that  in  several  schools  from 
fifteen  to  tw^enty  dollars  worth  of  books  were  procured  during  the 
term.  The  schools  of  w  hich  I  have  note  that  have  acted  in  the  matter 
of  securing  supplementary  reading  as  the  nucleus  of  libraries  are 
Sligo,  Prof.  McNaughton,  principal;  Callensburg,  Prof.  Sayers;  West 
Freedom.  Emma  Kupert;  Jefferson,  Prof.  Johnston;  Central,  Miss 
Edinger;  Attlebarger,  Miss  Anna  Berrean;  No.  3,  St.  Petersburg, 
^liss  Nan  L.  Smith;  East  Brady,  Prof.  McDonald,  princii)al.  Clarion 
borough  schools  have  a  lai'ge  amount  of  supplementary  reading  pro- 
vided by  the  board,  as  also  has  New  Bethlehem,  and  it  is  very  likely 
that  other  boards  will  take  action  in  this  direction  during  the  next 
term. 

The  apparatus  fakir  and  the  map  fraud  have  not  done  a  very 
heavy  business  the  past  year  in  Clarion  county,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  directors  will  see  that  fifteen  dollars  worth  of  good  books  is 
of  more  value  to  a  school  than  |100  of  high  priced  maps  and  globes 
and  kindred  appliances,  which  few  teachers  ever  use.  I  think  it 
would  be  wise  not  to  spend  a  dollar  for  maps,  globes,  charts  and  other 
apparatus  till  every  school  has  a  library  of  at  least  a  hundred  vol- 
umes. At  the  i)resent  prices  for  standard  literature,  such  a  library 
could  be  secured  for  about  half  that  number  of  dollars. 
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CLEAKFIELD  COUNTY— G.   \\\   Weaver 


Another  year  lias  been  added  to  the  history  of  ])ublic  schools  in 
Clearfield  countj'. 

We  trust  the  year  has  been  one  of  growth  and  development.  The 
great  area  and  the  large  number  of  schools  make  it  almost  impossible 
to  give  a  correct  i'ei)ort  of  the  real  condition  of  the  schools.  Seven 
new  schools  were  added  during  the  year  and  fifteen  new  houses 
built  or  repaii-ed,  also  sup})lied  with  new  furniture.  Though  the 
county  has  a  seating  capacity  of  nearly  20,000  children,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  build  a  number  of  new  houses  this  year.  A  very  encour- 
aging feature  has  taken  hold  of  the  people  In  building.  Instead  of 
the  flimsy  wooden  structure  they  are  built  of  stone,  brick,  or  cased 
in  brick.  Sandy  townsliij)  built  two  substantial  brick  school  houses 
last  year,  and  all  the  new  buildings  in  the  township  hereafter  will 
be  built  of  brick.  Curwensville  borough  built  two  additional  rooms 
of  sandstone,  costing  over  $7,000.  This  makes  the  Pattou  graded 
public  school  liuilding  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best  and  most  con- 
venient in  the  county.  Clearfield  borough  buiL  two  double  story 
brick  buildings,  costing  |6,000,  and  a  seating  capacity  of  over  200 
pupils.  This  addition  gives  Clearfield  excellent  school  facilities.  In 
West  Clearfield  two  additional  rooms  were  built.  This  will  give 
all  pupils  plenty  of  room.  Bell  township  built  two  substantial  frame 
buildings,  seated  with  new  furniture.  This  township  will  build 
another  one  during  1897.  New  houses  were  also  built  in  Chest,  De- 
catur, Gulich,  Knox  and  Jordan  townships;  while  in  other  townships 
man}'  were  repaired.  The  seating  capacity  is  much  in  excess  of  the 
pupils;  yet  the  17,338  pupils  of  the  county  are  often  too  much  crowded 
for  want  of  proper  distribution. 

While  much  care  is  exercised  in  making  the  rooms  comfortable 
and  pleasant,  the  surroundings  are  often  neglected.  In  many  school 
yards  the  only  adornment,  an  ash  heap,  the  accumulation  of  many 
years.  The  late  law  has  wrought  a  much  needed  change  in  outbuild- 
ings, but  a  little  enforcement  in  a  few  jjlaces  would  greatly  improve 
the  moral  condition.  The  borough  of  Curwensville  has  the  best  kept 
school  grounds  in  the  county.  Houtzdale,  Kam(\v,  Mahaffey  and 
Clearfield  borough  also  pay  considerable  attention  to  the  school 
yards. 

Arbor  day  was  especially  observed  in  Clearfield  borough.  Nearly 
100  trees  were  planted  and  appropriate  exercises  observed  during  the 


40  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

day.  Maliaflej  also  planted  ovei'  50  trees  and  fenced  the  school  yard. 
The  school  grounds  should  all  be  fenced,  trees  and  shrubbery  planted. 
The  surroundings  have  much  to  do  with  inspiring  work  in  the  school 
room. 

During  the  year  28  public  examinations  were  held  and  444  appli- 
cants were  examined.  For  these  332  provisional  certificates  were 
granted  and  112  rejected.  The  majority  of  those  failing  were  espe- 
cially deficient  in  spelling,  mathematics  and  grammar. 

Many  of  the  teachers  employed  hold  high  grade  certificates.  There 
being  84  professional,  38  permanent  and  59  normal  diplomas.  These 
figures  indicate  that  the  teachers  are  progressive  and  really  lead  the 
way  in  the  march  of  progress. 

Directors  and  patrons  cannot  fail  to  realize  that  after  all  the 
teacher  is  the  vital  factor  in  the  school  room  and  his  worth  as  a  man 
is  the  secret  of  success.  Neither  are  the  best  paid  the  most  useful; 
but  often  in  the  rural  district,  with  a  small  salary,  are  found  those 
who  can  mold  the  will  and  build  up  public  sentiment.  The  day  is 
past  when  anybody  will  do  for  a  "primary  teacher,"  but  patrons  see 
that  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  have  the  child  started  cor- 
rectly. A  constant  effort  is  made  to  raise  the  standard  of  admission 
into  the  teachers'  ranks;  and  around  this  standard  we  hope  to  rally 
the  loyal  support  of  directors  and  teachers. 

It  may  be  difiicult  to  estimate  the  work  of  the  teacher  in  figures, 
yet  the  earnest,  conscientious  work  done  during  the  year  by  a  host 
of  loyal  teachers  cannot  fail  to  he  brought  forth  in  the  life  of  the 
future  citizens. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  report  that  in  almost  every  place  where 
there  is  a  graded  school  a  library  is  found,  to  which  all  pupils  have 
access  during  the  week.  Clearfield,  Curwensville,  Mahaifey,  Irvona, 
Houtzdale,  Ramey,  Maderia  and  Osceola  have  circulating  as  well  as 
reference  libraries.  A  prominent  feature  is  the  encA'clopedia  and 
dictionary  used  daily  by  the  pupils.  Many  of  the  townships  have 
put  an  encyclopedia  in  each  school  in  the  district.  A  commendable 
act  for  others  to  follow. 

Most  of  the  schools  are  supplied  with  globes,  outline  maps  and 
charts.     Two  townships  have  invested  in  "relief  maps." 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  Clearfield  in  the  month 
of  December.  The  attendance  was  large  at  each  session.  Many  citi- 
zens were  refused  admission  for  want  of  room,  though  the  seating 
capacity  of  the  opera  house  is  nearly  a  thousand. 

Of  the  420  teachers,  402  were  enrolled.  Nearly  all  of  the  absentees 
were  either  sick  or  had  sickness  at  home.  Sorry  to  say  that  two 
remained  away  because  "they  didn't  care  to  come."  May  these  two 
never  be  enrolled  again  as  teachers.  The  institute  instructors  were 
Prof.  Byron  King;  Pittsburg;  Dr.  C.  T.  Barnes,  Sanquoit,  N.  Y,;  G.  W. 
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Hull,  Ph.  D.,  Millersville,  Pa.;  Supt.  ^\.  L.  Greeiu-,  Du  Bois,  and 
Prof.  J.  S.  Brown.  The  evening  lecturers  were  Dr.  J.  F.  Rothroek, 
Byron  King,  Rev.  Sam.  P.  Jones  and  the  original  Swedish  Quartet  Co. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  annual  convention  of  directors  was  largely  attended.  About 
one  hundred  directors  were  present.  Almost  every  district  was  rep- 
resented. The  most  important  subjects  discussed  were  "Selection  of 
Text-books,"  "Consolidation  of  Schools  into  Township  High  Schools" 
and  "Free  Transportation." 

The  county  was  divided  into  seven  local  districts,  in  which  educa- 
tional reunions  were  held.  These  were  all  well  sustained  and  con- 
ducted by  the  teachers  and  productive  of  public  sentiment  favorable 
to  the  public  school  system.  In  conclusion,  we  would  thank  the 
directors  and  teachers  for  their  loyal  support,  the  patrons  for  their 
hospitality  and  the  press  for  its  encouraging  words. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— W.  A.  Snyder 


The  teacher  is  the  vital  element  in  all  instruction  in  our  public 
schools.  There  can  be  no  substitute  for  an  enthusiastic,  energetic 
teacher.  High  priced  apparatus  can  not  supersede  the  personality 
of  the  teacher.  To  equip  our  schools  with  all  the  ingenious  devices 
calculated  to  facilitate  instruction  at  the  expense  of  the  teachers  is 
pernicious  and  should  be  condemned  by  constituents  and  school  peo- 
ple generally.  Personal  aggrandizement  is  too  often  an  element  in 
securing  the  purchase.  The  result  is  an  outraged  public  and  de- 
bauched and  debased  officials.  Our  county  has  not  escaped  the  rav- 
ages of  the  chart  men.  When  costly  apparatus  is  placed  in  dingy 
dens,  supplied  with  none  of  the  essentials — a  reading  chart,  diction- 
ary and  maps — it  is  a  most  vicious  transaction  and  merits  condemna- 
tion. If  the  money  used  in  purchasing  luxuries  were  expended  in 
equipping  our  schools  with  libraries  consisting  of  reference  books 
and  the  best  literature,  the  benefits  accruing  would  be  manifold.  Li- 
braries are  too  much  of  a  rarity.  We  teach  boys  and  girls  to  read  and 
too  little  effort  is  made  towards  directing  them  into  the  proper  chan- 
nels. A  taste  for  reading  is  acquired  and  an  insatiable  desire  to 
devour  anything  and  everything  soon  perverts  the  taste  and  destroys 
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a  dispositiou  to  read  what  is  woilh  reading.  Our  pupils  are  doing 
more  reading  of  the  right  Icind.  They  have  been  encouraged  to  read 
several  books  during  vacation  and  a  list  furnished  from  whieh  to 
make  their  selections.  Poems  have  been  suggested  for  them  to 
memorize — Little  Boy  Blue,  The  Barefoot  Boy,  Gray's  Elegy,  Thana- 
topsis;  also,  Lincoln's  Speech  at  Gettysburg.  Quite  a  numl)er  are 
heeding  the  suggestion.  Some  of  our  teachers  are  woefully  deficient 
along  literary  lines,  text-book  knowledge  and  nothing  else.  They 
lack  in  culture  and  general  information.  Every  tc^acher  who  does 
no  general  reading  each  mouth  is  unfit  for  the  school  room.  They 
are  too  dangerously  near  the  "dead  line"  to  be  desirable  teachers. 
Coming  into  the  presence  of  their  schools  with  their  musty  lore, 
their  capacity  for  usefulness  is  limited,  if  not  negative,  and  they 
deserve  to  be  relegated  to  the  shades  of  innocuous  desuetude.  For- 
tunately, the  number  is  getting  less  each  year.  They  are  no  longer 
the  same  menace  to  the  progressive  student  teacher  who  feels  the 
responsibility  of  the  position  and  is  striving  constantly  for  a  better 
equipment. 

The  compulsory  school  law  was  not  enforced  in  all  our  districts. 
The  cause  in  some  places  was  the  uncertain  tenor  of  the  law  and  its 
lack  of  specific  data  concerning  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  its 
enforcement.  The  cause  in  other  places  was  pure  negligence.  In 
the  districts  in  which  it  w^as  stringently  enforced  the  results  were 
excellent.  Habitual  truants  w'ere  retained  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
to  interest  them  and  they  became  interested  and  good  pupils.  Quite 
a  number  of  pupils  were  brought  into  school  who  had  no  conception 
of  what  school  life  meant.  We  hope  for  much  better  results  this 
year.  The  sentiment  is  favorable  to  the  new  law  and  our  citizens 
are  being  convinced  that  "sumptuary  legislation"  is  not  a  delusion 
and  snare. 

Improvements. 

"Novrs  township  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  district  in 
the  county  to  furnish  better  advantages  to  all  its  jiupils  by  establish- 
ing a  townshi])  high  school  at  "Westport.     It  is  an  abundant  success. 

Bald  Eagle  townshi])  has  manifested  a  spirit  of  progression  by 
(•rtM-riiiU  new  school  houses,  one  each  year  for  the  last  three  years. 

Flemington  borough  re])aired  their  school  house  so  extensively 
that  the  new  building  bears  no  resemblance  to  the  old.  The  new 
building  is  very  attractive  and  is  a  credit  to  the  town. 

AVoodward  township  displaced  the  last  of  her  old  buildings  by  a 
very  pretty  and  comfortable  new  building. 

Pine  Creek  township  erected  a  new  l)uilding  at  Charlton.  Their 
buildings  are  all  in  excellent  condition  now,  being  among  the  best 
in  our  countv. 
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Extensive  repairs  were  luade  in  the  followiiij^-  districts:  Porter, 
L()j4a)i,  IJceeli  Creeli  towusliip,  Castanea. 

A  disposition  to  malve  seliool  rooms  more  habitable  and  pleasant 
evinces  a  healthy  educational  sentiment,  yet,  the  teacher  is  the  soul 
of  the  school  and  it  is  the  height  of  folly  to  allow  a  careful,  pains- 
taking, progressive  teacher  to  leave  a  district  when  a  few  additional 
dollars  would  retain  that  teacher. 

We  rejoice  with  the  rest  at  the  retention  of  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer  as 
State  Superintendent.  The  omen  is  auspicuous  along  educational 
lines  when  patriotism  and  eflftciency  supplant  partisanship. 


COLUMBIA   COUNTY— John  K.  Miller. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year  we  find  nothing  remarkable  or 
of  profound  importance  to  report  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction. Slowly  but  steadily  we  have  been  moving  forward  in  our 
educational  efforts.  Teachers,  as  a  rule,  have  been  energetic  and 
progressive;  directors  conscientious  and  co-operative;  patrons  arous- 
ing to  the  fact  that  the  welfare  of  the  community  lies  in  promoting 
the  cause  of  education.  Therefore,  throughout  the  county  an  intel- 
lectual awakening  is  manifest.  The  people  as  time  goes  on  show  an 
increased  interest  in  the  selection  of  persons  who  are  to  direct  the 
destinies  of  our  school  system.  More  car(^  is  being  exercised  in  the 
choice  of  teachers.  Buildings  and  grounds  are  receiving  attention. 
The  man  with  expensive  apparatus  who  tries  to  inveigle  careless 
directors  through  the  influence  of  his  oily  tongue  has  made  little 
progress  during  the  past  year.  With  the  aid  of  the  teachers  we 
expect  to  put  an  end  to  this  needless  expenditure  of  money  and  devote 
more  time  and  energy  in  the  direction  of  lengthening  the  term,  in- 
creasing salaries  and  in  establishing  school  libraries. 

As  we  look  over  the  year's  work  we  have  many  reasons  for  being 
encouraged;  everywhere  signs  of  activity  are  visible  which  if  properly 
nurtured  will  develop  into  good  results. 

School  Houses. 

Three  of  the  districts,  Madison,  Fishing  Creek  and  Cleveland,  have 
erected  substantial  houses.  Many  other  districts  have  improved 
school  property  by  making  additions,  repainting,  papering  and  beau- 
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tifjing  both  interior  and  exterior  parts.  Efforts  along  this  line  are 
commendable.  When  it  is  considered  that  our  children  spend  six 
hours  a  day,  five  days  in  a  week,  in  the  school  room  during  the  most 
impressible  period  of  their  lives,  our  attention  should  be  directed 
toward  making  pleasant  their  environments  during  this  critical 
interval  of  time.  We  are  slowly  but  surely  learning  to  realize  that 
education  does  not  consist  in  filling  the  mind  with  facts  and  figures, 
but  is  far  more  reaching  in  its  aspects.  It  consists  in  quickening 
tho  sympathies,  learning  the  lessons  of  human  suffering,  and  develop- 
ing the  aesthetic  tendencies  of  the  boys  and  girls  through  the  silent 
influences  of  art  and  literature.  The  teacher's  personality,  made 
agreeable  by  affable  manners  and  neat  and  tidy  appearance,  is  not 
the  only  requisite  necessary  to  produce  inspiration  and  intellectual 
activity  while  under  the  guidance  of  the  teacher,  but  also  the  con- 
struction of  the  school  house  together  with  the  decorations  and  fur- 
nishings as  arranged  b}'  persons  of  tact  and  taste,  stand  out  as  ''topics 
of  prominence  and  magnitude." 

Teachers. 

Our  teachers,  generally  speaking,  possess  those  attributes  which 
are  essential  in  developing  an  educational  spirit  in  the  community  as 
well  as  in  the  school.  This  feature  of  the  work  is  too  often  over- 
looked in  studying  the  school  question.  When  we  stop  to  consider 
that  the  teacher  no  matter  how^  well  he  may  be  equipped  for  his  pro- 
fession, still,  if  he  does  not  succeed  in  producing  harmony  and  co- 
operation among  pupils,  patrons  and  directors,  he  will  be  handi- 
capped in  his  labors.  The  teacher  to  be  successful  must  have  the 
support  of  the  neighborhood,  and  have  all  his  enthusiastic  efforts, 
no  matter  what  they  may  be,  recognized. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  taking  advantage  of  the  excellent  educa- 
tional inducements  as  offered  by  our  State  normal  school.  The  fact 
that  it  is  centrally  located  makes  it  convenient  for  the  teachers  of 
the  county  to  better  qualify  themselves  for  educational  work.  Dur- 
ing the  past  spring  term  the  greater  part  of  the  teachers  who  have  not 
already  finished  the  elementary  course  were  quite  active  in  their  ef- 
forts to  do  something  toward  getting  a  better  certificate.  By  com- 
pleting the  six  branches  at  one  time,  and  later  doing  the  Junior  and 
Senior  work,  our  schools  are  filled  by  energetic  and  jirogressive  per- 
sons who  by  their  industry  and  self-sacrificing  tenacity  are  able 
eventually  to  complete  the  full  normal  course.  These  excellent  quali- 
ties are  always  transmitted  to  the  i)U]»ils  under  their  guidance  both 
by  precept  and  example,  thereby  causing  them  also  to  have  constantly 
before  them  noble  aims  and  aspiring  to  educational  attainments. 
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School   Libraries. 

The  friends  of  our  schools  are  showing  a  marked  degree  of  enthusi- 
asm in  the  subject  of  libraries.  In  a  number  of  our  rural  districts 
the  teachers  by  holding  entertainments  were  able  to  accumulate 
enough  funds  to  buy  a  few  well  chosen  books.  These  will  form  a 
nucleus  around  which  in  each  case  may  cluster  enough  books  of  refer- 
ence and  of  standard  literature  to  make  a  library,  which  is  one  of  the 
essential  conditions  of  education. 

The  mind  is  so  constituted  that  an  impression  once  made  can  never 
be  effaced;  therefore,  if  the  child's  mind  on  leaving  the  school  room 
does  not  contain  pictures  other  than  the  ones  received  from  the  ordi- 
nary routine  of  arithmetical  demonstration,  or  the  analyzing  and 
diagramming  of  the  most  intricate  technicalities  of  grammar,  he  will 
turn  to  the  fascinating  lithographs  of  the  circus,  the  obscene  stories 
as  related  by  the  loafer  on  the  street  corner,  or  the  lewd  and  licen- 
ious  pictures,  the  coarse  rhymes  and  rude  jokes  cut  or  carved  by 
brutes  on  the  secluded  places  where  the  purest  of  our  children  are 
compelled  to  go.  Accustom  the  child  to  inquire  into  the  mysteries 
of  nature  and  he  will  not  be  attracted  by  the  allurements  of  the  street, 
or  the  companionship  of  questionable  characters.  Familiarize  him 
with  the  charms  of  music,  and  the  society  of  Robinson  Crusoe,  David 
Copperfield,  or  any  of  the  well  established  characters  found  in  good 
literature,  and  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  preventing  him  from  read- 
ing the  blood-and-thunder  tales  of  the  west,  or  the  miserable  trash 
to  which  so  many  of  our  children  have  access. 

Conclusion. 

Finally,  in  closing,  we  wish  to  tender  our  heartfelt  thanks  to  the 
members  of  the  faculty  of  our  normal  school,  the  supervising  princi- 
pals of  our  larger  towns,  directors,  teachers  and  patrons  for  valuable 
assistance  rendered,  the  Department  for  courtesies  shown.  Deputy 
Supt.  Houck  for  his  services  at  our  county  institute,  and  to  all  who 
have  contributed  in  making  our  work  during  the  past  year  both 
pleasant  and  profitable.  With  renewed  energy  we  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  another  year,  realizing  that  the  future  foreshadows  a  field 
of  promising  labors  wherein  many  occasions  will  present  themselves 
for  good  conscientious  work.  We  trust  that  we  may  be  prepared  to 
take  advantage  of  our  opportunities. 
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CRAWFORD  COUNTY— E.  M.  Mixer. 


On  assuming  the  duties  of  the  ottice  it  was  decided  to  take  up 
definite  lines  of  woik.  Among  these,  perhaps  four  stand  out  more 
conspicuously  than  the  rest. 

1.  Better  teachers  and  better  paid  teachers. 

2.  A  longer  school  term. 

3.  Music  in  our  public  schools. 

4.  School  libraries. 

Too  many  endeavor  to  enter  the  work  of  teaching  before  they  are 
prepared  for  it.  Ko  one  should  begin  the  work  of  a  teacher  until 
he  has  completed  at  least  a  twelve  years'  course  of  study.  A  uniform 
standard  should  be  required  of  country  and  city  teachers. 

2.  The  length  of  term  for  country  schools  is  too  short.  A  course  of 
study  has  been  adopted  which  requires  at  least  eight  months  each 
3'ear  in  order  to  complete  it,  and  yet  many  districts  are  to  do  the  work 
in  six  and  seven  months.  This  is  a  serious  mistake  and  good  work 
can  not  be  expected  till  the  term  is  made  longer. 

o.  A  branch  that  is  little  taught  and  very  much  needed  is  music. 
But  few  things  will  enthuse  a  school  more  than  good  music.  It  has 
been  taken  up  by  the  leading  towns  and  we  hope  to  see  it  taught  in 
every  school  in  the  county. 

4.  The  subject  that  is  now  attracting  much  attention  is  libraries. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  was  not  a  library  in  a  single  coun- 
try district  in  the  county.  A  number  of  teachers  have  started  li- 
braries in  their  schools  and  have  made  good  beginnings.  Time  will 
be  required  to  do  the  w'ork  we  have  outlined,  but  we  hope  as  each 
year  passes,  to  see  these  four  lines  of  work  improve  until  they  occupy 
the  place  they  deserve  in  our  public  schools. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— I.  L.  lirvner 


This  being  my  first  year's  work  in  the  superintendency,  it  has  been 
a  year  of  observation  rather  than  direction.  I  have  been  studying 
the  needs  of  the  schools  in  the  county  and  am  now  better  prepared 
to  direct. 
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Owing  to  a  spii-it  of  exclusiveness  and  consei'vatisni,  school  senti- 
ment is  rather  shiggisli  and  onr  sc-hools  are,  on  the  whole,  not  as  high 
grade  as  they  shonld  be.  A  few  districts  and  one  or  two  boroughs  are 
the  exceptions.  For  years  the  praises  of  the  schools  have  been 
sounded,  directors,  teachers  and  taxpayers  alike  listening  to  them 
and  all  the  while  saying  "all  is  well."  In  this  well  worn  channel  the 
schools  have  been  moving  along.  Not  for  a  moment  did  the  people 
realize  the  condition  of  the  schools  and  school  sentiment,  until  a 
patron,  Hon.  S.  M.  Wherry,  visited  all  the  schools  in  his  township 
and  gave  to  each  school  an  examination.  The  examination  did  not 
show  well  for  the  schools,  consequently  a  scathing  rebuke  was  given, 
through  the  columns  of  the  press,  to  the  directors  and  teachers  of  that 
township.  The  discussion  in  the  papers  was  eagerh'  read  by  the  peo- 
I)le  all  over  the  county.  Attention  w^as  drawn  to  the  schools  as  it 
has  not  been  for  years.  Directors  will  exercise  greater  care  in  the 
selection  of  teachers  and  teachers  will  feel  that  they  will  be  respon- 
sible for  the  condition  of  their  schools. 

During  the  year  we  divided  the  county  into  four  local  institute 
districts.  Institutes  were  held  at  Mt.  Holly,  Newville,  Mechanics- 
burg  and  Shij)pensburg.  Considering  that  local  institutes  have  not 
been  held  in  tlie  county  for  some  time,  the  teachers  did  well.  The 
progressive  teachers  attended  and  took  an  active  part.  Next  year 
we  shall  expect  all  the  teachers  to  attend.  At  the  first  three  insti- 
tutes the  peoi)le  attended  the  sessions  and  took  a  great  interest  in 
them.  At  the  last  one  they  did  not  attend.  Educational  meetings 
were  held  in  some  of  the  districts.  Next  year  we  shall  ask  and  urge 
the  teachers  to  hold  educational  meetings  and  thus  arouse  a  better 
sentiment  in  every  district. 

Three  new  houses  were  built.  One  in  Frankford,  one  in  Shippens- 
burg  townshii),  and  one  in  Shippensburg.  The  Frankford  and  Ship- 
pensburg  township  buildings  are  built  of  brick,  well  ventilated  and 
supi>lied  with  new  furniture  and  slate  blackboards.  The  Shippens- 
burg  building  is  a  model  of  neatness  and  convenience.  It  is  located 
on  Normal  avenue  and  Burd  street,  two  of  the  principal  thorough- 
fares of  the  borough.  It  is  substantially  built,  of  the  best  material. 
The  dimensions  are  120  feet  by  60  feet.  A  portico  10  by  15  at  each 
end,  then  a  vestibule  15  feet  wide;  on  one  side  of  the  vestibules  are 
water  closets,  cloak  rooms  and  stairways.  There  are  four  school 
rooms  and  entrances  to  each  from  the  vestibules.  The  building  is 
heated  with  hot  water,  well  lighted,  has  an  excellent  system  of  venti- 
lation and  has  all  modern  appliances  and  conveniences.  The  building 
is  designed  for  eight  rooms;  the  second  story  is  now  used  as  an  educa- 
tional hall.  The  directors  certainly  could  not  have  left  a  more  fitting 
monument  to  their  worth  as  directors  than  this  building. 

A  new  piano  has  been  placed  in  the  high  school  in  Shippensburg. 
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Slate  blackboards  aud  new  stoves  have  beeu  placed  in  a  number 
of  houses. 

New  furniture  is  needed  in  several  houses  in  Silver  Spring. 

Lower  Mifflin  had  all  their  rooms  renovated. 

A  number  of  rooms  in  other  townships  need  renovation.  School 
rooms  should  be  made  pleasant  and  attractive.  The  wooden  black- 
boards should  be  put  aside  and  slate  substituted. 

Nothing  has  been  done  in  the  direction  of  school  libraries. 

The  chart,  relief  map  and  block  sharks  succeeded  in  four  townships 
and  one  borough.  In  two  other  townships  suits  are  pending  and 
it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  courts  will  sustain  these  scoundrels 
and  their  diabolical  schemes.  An  interesting  book  could  be  written 
on  the  outrageous  methods  pursued  by  them  in  Cumberland  county. 
No  method  seemed  too  low  and  no  prevarication  too  great  for  these 
men  to  use,  in  order  to  dupe  the  directors  and  rob  the  taxpayers. 

The  county  institute  was  pronounced  a  success  by  all  competent 
critics. 

The  directors'  association  met  on  Wednesday  of  institute  week  and 
held  ver}-  interesting  sessions.  The  first  semi-annual  meeting  of  the 
school  directors'  association  was  held  in  Mechanicsburg  during  the 
month  of  February.     It  was  well  attended  by  the  directors. 

Upper  Allen  has  decided  to  have  a  township  high  school  next  year. 
An  examination  was  held  in  the  township  to  ascertain  the  number 
(jf  students  prepared  to  enter  a  high  school. 

During  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  superintendent,  through  the 
columns  of  the  county  papers,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  patrons  of  the 
schools.  A  second  letter  was  addressed  to  all  the  ministers  in  the 
county,  asking  them  to  preach  a  special  sermon  on  education.  A 
third  letter  was  addressed  to  the  voters  on  the  election  of  school  di- 
rectors. A  fourth  letter  was  addressed  to  the  general  public  on  edu- 
cation in  the  count}'.  A  fifth  letter  was  addressed  to  the  directors 
lading  stress  upon  the  selection  of  teachers,  and  giving  other  sugges- 
tions, intended  for  the  advancement  of  the  schools. 

I  want  to  thank  the  Department  for  courtesies  extended  during  the 
year,  and  especially  do  I  want  to  thank  the  numerous  papers  of  the 
county  for  so  liberally  throwing  open  their  columns  to  the  discussion 
of  school  matters. 
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DAUPHIN  COUNTY— R.  M.  McNeal. 


The  casual  observer  will  see  comparative!}'  little  in  the  operation 
of  our  schools  during  the  past  year  to  indicate  great  progress  or  rapid 
advancement.  We  built  no  palatial  school  houses,  the  school  term 
was  lengthened  in  only  three  districts,  teachers'  salaries  were  but 
slightly  increased,  and  nothing  was  done  in  any  department  of  our 
educational  work  that  was  calculated  to  specially  attract  public  at- 
tention. 

\A^hile  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  not  more  visible  signs  of 
a  live,  progressive,  educational  sentiment  among  our  people,  yet  the 
year  was  by  no  means  barren  of  good  results. 

In  the  schools  it  was  a  year  of  earnest,  faithful  work  on  the  part 
of  teachers  and  pupils.  The  institutes  and  educational  meetings 
were  loyally  supported  by  the  teachers  and  well  attended  by  the 
public. 

Educational  sentiment,  although  not  as  vigorous  and  active  in  its 
manifestation  as  we  would  like  to  have  seen  it,  nevertheless  gave 
evidence  of  considerable  vitality  and  growth. 

The  compulsory  school  law  was  pretty  thoroughly  enforced,  and 
with  very  gratifying  results.  In  some  districts  the  measure  was  not 
enforced  at  the  beginning  of  the  term  and  in  consequence  of  this  neg- 
lect quite  a  number  of  children  amenable  to  the  law  attended  school 
scarcely  the  number  of  days  required  by  its  provisions.  Had  the 
law  been  put  into  operation  when  the  schools  opened  most  of  these 
children  would  have  become  interested  in  their  work  and  been  held 
till  the  close  of  the  term.  This  much  needed  legislation  had  the 
effect  of  considerably  increasing  school  attendance  in  many  districts. 
I  found  in  a  few  of  the  country  schools  children  ten  and  twelve  years 
of  age  who  had  never  been  in  school  before  this  year  and  some  of 
them  lived  within  a  mile  of  a  school  house.  Their  education  had  been 
entirely  neglected  at  home;  all  the  knowiedge  they  possessed  had 
been  unconsciously  absorbed  from  their  associations. 

For  fifteen  years  Harrisburg  united  with  the  county  in  holding  the 
annual  teachers'  institute.  This  year,  however,  the  city  teachers 
decided  to  have  a  separate  institute,  which  was  held  the  week  before 
the  opening  of  their  schools.  This  separation  was  not  the  result  of 
estrangement,  as  the  most  cordial  relations  existed  between  the  two 
bodies  of  teachers,  as  well  as  between  the  superintendents  connected 
with  the  institute. 
4-5-97 
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The  forty-fourth  annual. session  of  the  county  institute  was  held  in 
Chestnut  street  hall,  Harrisburg,  Xovembor  0-13.  1800. 

The  day  instructors  were  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
Nathan  C.  Schaefi'er,  Charles  C.  Miller,  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  E.  Oram 
Lyte,  S.  C.  Schmucker,  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  E.  T.  Jeffers  and  Wallace 
P.  Dick.  Mr.  A.  M.  Lindsay,  of  Steelton,  conducted  the  singing  and 
gave  daily  instruction  in  vocal  music. 

The  evening  sessions  were  devoted  to  lectures  by  Hon.  H.  W.  J. 
Ham,  Supt.  Charles  C.  Miller  and  Judge  Alfred  Ellison,  and  an  enter- 
tainment by  the  Arion-Cooke  Combination. 

In  the  abilit}^  of  the  instructors  employed,  the  practical  character 
of  the  work,  the  interest  manifested  by  the  teachers  and  the  en- 
thusiasm of  the  public,  our  institute  this  year  fully  sustained  the 
standard  of  excellence  that  has  characterized  the  sessions  of  this  body 
in  the  past. 

A  new  departure  was  made  in  the  method  of  keeping  the  record  of 
attendance.  Instead  of  requiring  the  members  to  have  their  attend- 
ance cards  punched  by  the  doorkeepers  as  they  entered  the  hall  each 
session,  as  was  our  practice  for  several  years,  the  teachers  were  put 
on  their  honor  and  allowed  to  keep  and  report  their  own  attendance. 
As  each  teacher  enrolled  he  received  a  card  properly  prepared  for 
keeping  a  daily  record  of  his  attendance.  At  the  close  of  the  institute 
he  signed  his  name  to  the  card,  certifying  to  the  truth  of  his  report  and 
handed  it  to  the  enrolling  secretary.  The  plan  worked  admirably; 
we  never  had  so  little  tardiness  and  truancy  as  at  this  session. 

The  local  and  district  institute  work  this  year  was  more  satisfac- 
tory than  ever  before.  The  teachers  were  faithful  in  their  attend 
ance,  took  an  active  part  in  the  exercises  and  did  much  to  make  these 
meetings  effective  agencies  in  the  education  of  public  sentiment.  We 
have  but  few  persons  calling  themselves  teachers  who  wilfully  absent 
themselves  from  the  local  institutes,  and  they  are  known  and  marked. 
In  addition  to  the  local  and  district  institutes  a  number  of  educa- 
tional meetings  were  held.  I  attended  thirty-six  of  these  meetings, 
including  institutes. 

The  school  directors'  association  is  becoming  more  and  more 
effective  as  a  means  of  improving  our  schools.  The  regular  annual 
session  of  this  organization  was  held  in  the  court  house  on  Thursday 
of  county  institute  w'eek.  The  attendance  w'as  good,  nearly  every 
district  in  the  county  being  represented  and  the  work  w'as  practical. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  at  Elizabethville,  February  27. 

The  attendance  should  have  been  much  better,  but  the  exercises 
were  interesting  and  the  meeting  profitable. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Seal,  editor  of  the  Millersbiirg  Herald,  was  elected  ]>resi- 
dent,  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Keehling,  of  Steelton,  was  elected  secretary. 

There  were  no  school  libraries  established  in  the  county  during  the 
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year.  Several  of  those  already  iu  use  were  enlarged  through  funds 
raised  by  lectures  and  entertainments  given  by  the  schools.  The 
largest  and  best  libraries  in  the  schools  under  my  supervision  are 
at  Wiconisco,  Lykens,  Millersburg  and  AVilliamstowu. 

Quite  a  number  of  cyclopedias,  dictionaries  and  other  books  of 
reference  have  been  placed  in  the  schools  of  the  county  since  my 
last  report. 

Our  directors  wasted  no  money  this  year  on  high  priced  charts  and 
mathematical  blocks.  Wiconisco  and  Williamstown  each  purchased 
a  set  of  relief  maps. 

There  were  five  school  houses  built  during  the  year.  Royalton 
erected  a  very  creditable  brick  building  containing  two  rooms.  It 
was  dedicated  September  26,  with  appropriate  exercises,  witnessed 
by  almost  the  entire  population  of  the  borough.  Upper  Swatara  put 
up  a  neat,  comfortable  frame  house  containing  two  rooms.  Derry, 
Londonderry  and  Reed  each  erected  a  single  room  brick  building. 
But  for  the  method  of  heating  and  lack  of  proper  means  of  ventilation 
these  houses  might  all  be  rated  as  first  class  buildings. 

When  will  our  country  school  houses  be  provided  with  proper 
appliances  for  heat  and  ventilation,  and  how  is  this  much  needed 
reform  to  be  accomplished  ?  Some  of  the  more  progressive  boards  of 
directors  make  all  possible  provision  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
children  and  the  school  houses  compare  favorably  with  the  dwellings 
in  the  same  communities;  but  there  are  too  many  districts  in  which 
the  character  of  th^  school  house  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  indifference 
to  the  people. 

The  order  of  architecture  of  school  buildings  referred  to  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  in  his  last  report,  has  not 
entirely  passed  away.  There  are  yet  some  school  houses  in  w^hich 
"the  pupil  may  have  an  illustration  of  the  three  zones  by  w'alking 
from  the  stove  to  either  corner  of  the  room." 

I  have  gone  into  school  rooms  where  there  were  from  fifty  to  sev- 
enty pupils  breathing  impure  air,  some  of  them  roasting  near  a  red 
hot  stove  and  others  near  the  walls,  shivering  in  their  w' raps. 

The  time  has  come  w'hen  all  our  school  houses  should  have  more 
modern  heating  apparatus  and  better  means  of  ventilation. 

Of  the  260  teachers  employed  in  our  schools  during  the  year,  35 
were  beginners;  117  have  taught  five  or  more  terms;  58  are  graduates 
of  normal  schools,  and  119  have  had  normal  school  training. 

With  a  very  few  exceptions,  these  teachers  did  more  study  and 
reading  along  professional  and  other  lines,  manifested  greater  ear- 
nestness and  zeal,  taught  more  skilfully  and  in  every  way  did  better 
work  than  in  any  preceding  year  of  my  supervision. 

One  of  the  greatest  obstacles  in  the  way  of  more  rapid  advancement 
of  our  schools  is  the  indifference  of  the  people.     This  lack  of  interest 
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is  niauifested  iu  \aiious  wajs,  but  particularly  in  the  selection  of 
school  directors.  Until  the  people  a\vaken  out  of  this  apparent 
stupor  and  see  the  necessity  of  electing  to  the  directorship  the  most 
intelligent  and  progressive  citizens  of  the  district,  our  children  will 
not  haAe  the  educational  advantages  they  should  possess. 

Too  many  directors  are  ignorant  of  their  oflicial  duties  and  obliga- 
tions and  are  unwilling  to  make  an  effort  to  learn  them,. 

A  law  was  passed  several  years  ago  giving  school  directors  the 
right  to  subscribe  for  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal  and  pay  for 
it  out  of  thp  funds  of  the  district.  The  official  department  of  the 
Journal  contains  all  new  school  laws  passed  by  the  Legislature,  the 
rulings  and  decisions  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
directions  to  members  of  the  school  boards  concerning  their  official 
duties  and  information  on  many  school  matters  with  which  directors 
should  be  familiar.  The  purpose  of  the  law  was  to  put  this  valuable 
aid  in  the  hands  of  directors  without  expense  to  themselves,  so  that 
they  might  be  the  better  qualified  to  perform  their  duties  and  render 
efficient  service  to  the  schools  under  their  control;  and  yet  many 
directors  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded. 

Every  school  director  in  the  State  ought  to  be  a  reader  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania School  Journal. 

I  have  known  school  directors  to  go  into  town  where  the  local  in- 
stitute of  their  district  was  in  session,  spend  the  evening  in  the  shops 
and  stores  within  a  square  or  two  of  the  place  of  meeting,  regard- 
less of  the  fact  that  it  was  their  duty  to  be  ])resent  at  these  educa- 
tional gatherings,  if  possible. 

This  class  of  directors  will  not  attend  the  meetings  of  the  school 
directors'  association  or  any  other  educational  gathering.  Is  it  rea- 
sonable to  expect  the  schools  to  make  rapid  advancement  under  the 
leadership  of  men  whose  influence  is  negative  and  discouraging  rather 
than  positive  and  helpful? 

It  is  true  we  have  in  the  directorship  of  this  county  some  of  the 
best,  most  intelligent  and  most  progressive  men  to  be  found  in  the 
districts  they  represent,  but  in  too  many  boards  they  are  outnum- 
bered by  the  indifferent  members  already  described. 

The  results  accomplished  during  the  year  are  due  to  the  earnest, 
conscientious  work  of  the  teachers,  the  faithful  service  and  loyal 
sui)port  of  a  large  class  of  our  directors  and  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  the  people  who  are  interested  in  education.  I  am  under  obliga- 
tions to  the  "press"  of  the  county  and  city  for  valuable  service  in 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  schools  and  in  helping  to  educate  public 
sentiment. 

To  all  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  improvement  of  our 
schools  and  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  education,  I  return  my 
sincere  thanks. 
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I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  a  quite  general  satisfactory  con- 
dition in  the  educational  work  of  the  county.  True,  some  districts 
might  do  considerably  better  than  at  present,  but  on  the  whole  a 
commendable  interest  is  manifested  by  teachers,  directors  and  citi- 
zens and  a  general  desire  is  shown  for  educational  advancement. 

The  directors  of  Aldan  borough  built  a  very  neat  and  commodious 
brick  building.  They  emploj^ed  two  teachers  at  first  but  were  soon 
obliged  to  engage  the  third.  Previous  to  this  year  the  directors  had 
been  sending  their  children  to  Clifton  Heights  since  the  organization 
of  the  borough  about  three  years  ago.  Darby  borough  has  been  pro- 
vided with  a  new  high  school  building  which  had  been  talked  of  by  the 
directors  for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  built  of  stone  and  presents  a  very 
fine  appearance.  It  contains  four  school  rooms  on  each  floor,  which  may 
be  thrown  into  one  large  room  on  each  floor  by  sliding  the  partitions. 
It  also  contains  a  directors'  room  and  teachers'  rooms.  Both  of  the 
above  named  buildings  are  supplied  with  water  by  a  water  company 
which  is  now  supplying  nearly  all  the  schools  in  the  thickly  settled 
part  of  the  county,  thereby  obviating  the  difficulties  attending  the 
carrying  of  w\ater  or  keeping  up  of  wells,  at  the  same  time  furnishing 
better  water.  The  directors  of  Sharon  Hill  purchased  a  fine  building 
more  centrally  located,  which,  after  a  few  changes  were  made,  pro- 
vides ample  and  attractive  accommodations  for  the  children  of  the 
borough.  The  old  brick  building  has  been  sold.  The  new  building 
which  the  directors  of  Thornbury  erected  to  take  the  place  of  the  one 
burned  down  last  year  is  quite  an  ornament  to  the  neighborhood.  It 
is  built  of  serpentine  stone  and  is  provided  with  every  convenience. 

The  Radnor  high  school  graduated  its  first  class  in  its  four  years' 
course  this  year.  There  were  two  boys  and  two  girls  in  the  class  and 
all  expect  to  attend  some  institution  of  learning  for  a  higher  course 
of  study  next  year.  One  of  the  boys  has  secured  a  scholarship  in  the 
State  College. 

The  closing  exercises  in  connection  with  the  various  grammar  and 
high  schools  throughout  the  county  have  largely  gotten  away  from 
the  entertainment  idea  and  most  of  the  evening  is  devoted  to  an  ad- 
dress by  some  prominent  person.  This  year  these  occasions  were 
honoi'cd  by  the  presence  of  Rev.  S.  A.  Martin,  president  of  Wilson  Col- 
lege, at  Wayne;  Hon.  John  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia,  at  Lans 
(lownr;  Prof.  M.  D.  Learned,  of  the  Universitv  of  Pennsvlvania,  at 
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Ridley  Park,  and  otliei-s  of  a  iiioie  local  reputation  at  other  points, 
who  gave  admirable  addresses  upon  various  phases  of  educational 
work.  These  addresses  have  been  the  means  of  giving  additional 
impetus  to  the  school  sentiment  of  the  community.  At  the  opening 
of  the  school  term  Ihe  directors  of  Radnor  township  closed  two  of 
their  rural  schools  and  conveyed  the  children  to  other  schools  in  the 
district.  Some  diflSculty  arose  as  to  the  manner  of  carrying  out  the 
plan  of  transportation,  but  this  should  be  easily  remedied.  On  the 
whole  the  system  of  consolidation  was  very  satisfactory.  The  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  it  cost  the  township  less  to  close  those  schools  and 
convey  the  children  to  other  points  or  not,  is  not  so  important  to  my 
mind  as  the  fact  that  every  child  in  the  district  can  look  forward  to 
entrance  into  the  high  school  and  the  children  of  the  rural  section 
of  this  large  district  have  the  same  privileges  as  those  of  the  thickly 
settled  part. 

Three  districts  in  the  county  have  been  imposed  upon  by  agents  in 
the  sale  of  mathematical  blocks.  There  has  been  no  extravagant 
expenditure  of  money  this  year  for  charts  or  maps,  although  during 
the  past  few  years  much  money  has  been  expended  in  this  way  inju- 
diciously. Teachers  are  often  to  blame  for  encouraging  the  purchase 
of  new  apparatus  and  when  once  placed  in  the  school  room,  it  is 
seldom  thought  of  by  a  large  percentage  of  the  teachers.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  directors  would  ofteuer  consult  their  teachers  they 
would  be  saved  much  needless  expense. 

Those  interested  in  the  public  school  work  of  the  county  have 
always  appreciated  the  value  of  a  well  selected  library  in  the  school. 
Consequenth'  we  have  several  libraries  in  the  schools  which  were 
started  twenty-five  and  thirty  years  ago.  Twenty-six  out  of  the  forty 
school  districts  in  the  county  now  have  libraries  in  their  schools,  con- 
taining from  thirty  to  over  a  thousand  volumes  each.  There  are  thirty- 
two  libraries  in  the  county,  some  of  the  districts  having  more  than 
one  school  in  which  there  is  a  library.  The  libraries  of  Ridley  Park 
and  Rutledge  belong  to  the  citizens  but  are  kept  in  the  schools  under 
the  provisions  of  the  recent  enactment  and  are  used  by  both  scholars 
and  citizens.  The  largest  library  owned  by  any  school  is  that  at 
Lansdowne,  where  they  have  six  hundred  and  forty  books,  all  pur- 
chased by  means  of  entertainments  given  by  the  children  and  by  sub- 
scriptions given  by  the  patrons  of  the  schools.  The  school  also  re- 
ceives eight  periodicals  regularly.  This  year  the  school  board  made 
an  appropriation  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  books  and 
subscriptions  to  i)eriodicals.  As  near  as  I  can  tell,  about  sixty  per 
cent,  of  the  pupils  who  are  permitted  to  take  books  out,  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privilege  and  with  one  exception,  the  reports  from  the 
teachers  testify  to  the  good  influence  of  the  library  upon  the  school 
life  of  the  child,  and  under  proper  direction  claim  that  the  reading 
done  aids  the  scholars  in  the  preparation  of  their  lessons. 
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The  teachers'  association  of  the  county  held  its  usual  number  of 
meetings  this  year  and  the  work  done  was  of  a  very  high  order. 

A  number  of  educational  meetings  were  held  at  dilferent  points  in 
the  county,  which  proved  very  interesting  and  helpful  to  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  community.  The  entertainment  element  was 
eliminated  as  far  as  possible  and  most  of  ilie  time  was  occupied  in 
the  reading  of  papers  followed  by  discussions  on  the  part  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  community.  Some  of  the  best  of  these  meetings  were  held 
in  the  evening,  when  most  of  the  time  was  given  up  to  the  discussion 
of  some  phase  of  the  educational  work  in  which  the  people  were  di- 
rectly interested.  As  evidence  of  the  value  of  these  meetings,  the 
citizens  in  some  instances  arranged  for  a  second  meeting  themselves. 

The  newspapers  of  the  county  take  an  active  interest  in  all  educa- 
tional work  and  cheerfully  print  full  accounts  of  all  meetings  held 
and  prove  a  great  force  for  educational  advancement. 


ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweenev, 


In  observance  to  duty,  I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  my  first  report 
as  superintendent  of  Elk  county. 

With  the  assistance  of  many  of  the  leading  teachers  and  directors, 
imi)rovements  have  been  made  in  the  school  work  of  the  county,  and 
it  is  our  intention  to  continue  in  the  same  manner,  as  opportunity 
permits. 

Institutes. 

County. — During  the  week  ending  November  27th,  1896,  we  held 
our  county  institute  at  Ridgway,  and  from  the  increased  interest 
manifested,  and  the  general  results  which  followed,  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  the  public  did  not  err  in  pronouncing  it  the  best  meeting  ever 
held  in  the  county.  All  teachers  were  present,  and  the  total  absence 
was  but  four  days. 

As  instructors  and  entertainers  we  had  Dr.  Andrew  S.  Draper,  Dr. 
S.  H.  Albro,  Prof.  C.  M.  Thomas,  Prof.  Wm.  Most,  Miss  Jennie  Scott, 
Will  Carleton  and  the  Torbett  Concert  Company,  all  of  whom  we  can 
speak  in  high  terms. 

Local. — Twenty-six  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  county  during 
the  year,  of  which  number  th(^  county  superintendent  took  part  in 


56  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

twentj-four.  Many  of  the  teachers  took  such  a  deep  interest  in  this 
work  as  to  not  only  attend  in  their  home  districts,  but  in  nearly  all 
districts  in  the  county. 

The  directors  and  patrons  did  much  to  make  them  a  decided  suc- 
cess by  their  attendance  and  co-operation. 

Educational  Association. 

At  the  call  of  the  county  superintendent  the  professional  teachers 
of  the  county  met  and  organized  a  teachers'  association  to  be  known 
as  the  "Elk  County  Educational  Association,"  and  held  its  first 
meeting  at  Johnsonburg.  on  April  30th  and  May  1st.  Of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  teachers  in  the  county,  ninety-eight  answered  to 
roll  call  and  became  active  members.  Many  educational  topics  were 
discussed  by  outside  and  home  talent  and  all  departed  feeling  that  a 
new^  agency  for  working  much  good  had  been  firmly  established. 

Visitations. 

The  superiutendent  visited  all  schools  in  the  county  during  the 
year,  and  in  all  made  three  hundred  and  fifteen  visits.  In  all  visits 
I  tried  to  correct  error  and  to  advise  a  method  of  improvement,  and 
my  second  visit,  in  most  instances,  showed  that  an  effort  had  been 
made  to  carry  out  suggestions. 

The  directors  in  the  county  took  increased  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  schools  during  the  year,  by  visiting,  either  in  company  with  the 
superintendent  or  by  themselves,  during  the  progress  of  the  term; 
yet,  a  few  neglected  this  important  duty,  which  they  owe  to  the 
teachers  and  pupils.  In  a  few  districts  the  directors  as  a  board  have 
made  a  practice  of  visiting  the  schools  at  a  stated  time  each  month 
and  others  have  made  individual  monthly  visits.  In  either  case  much 
good  is  the  result. 

Patrons  have  during  the  year  taken  great  interest  in  visiting 
schools.  All,  I  attribute  to  the  interest  aroused  at  the  local  insti- 
tutes. 

District  Supervision. 

The  three  townships  of  Bensinger,  Horton  and  Spring  Creek,  in 
addition  to  the  boroughs,  have  introduced  local  supervision  as  a  fixed 
part  of  their  school  work,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  it  should  be 
in  all  districts  in  the  State.  Where  a  good  district  superintendent 
is  in  charge,  we  find  uniformity,  accuracy,  progress  and  an  economy 
of  time  and  material.  Those  district  superintendents  are  required 
to  lay  out  the  work  for  the  teachers;  to  visit  all  schools  at  least  once 
each  month;  to  call  the  teachers  together  for  local  institute  work  and 
to  act  as  principal  of  the  high  school.  Thus  they  become  co-operators 
with  the  county  suj)erintendent. 
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It  is  hoped  that  the  day  is  near  at  hand  when  the  people  will 
realize  the  need  of  such  a  system,  and  that  the  engaging  of  such  a 
person,  in  townships,  will  be  mandatory,  instead  of  optional  with 
school  boards. 

Teachers,  Term  and  Salary. 

The  term  for  the  year  ending  with  this  report  has  averaged  over 
seven  and  one-half  months.  In  no  district  has  it  been  less  than  seven 
months,  and  the  terms  set  now  for  the  coming  year  shows  that 
the  tendency  is  for  still  a  higher  average.  The  grade  of  teachers  is 
inquired  into,  and  those  who  show  low  scholarship  and  practice  are 
not  re-engaged.  The  teachers  are  making  every  effort,  by  profes- 
sional reading,  by  attending  school  and  educational  gatherings,  to 
become  more  efficient  and  worthy  of  their  calling.  The  directors 
show  their  appreciation  by  increase  in  salaries. 

Examinations. 

Examinations  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  county  during  the  year 
and  it  has  been  the  aim  to  do  justice  to  the  worthy  and  to  get  rid  of 
those  who  for  years  have  made  no  efforts  to  improve  themselves  or 
their  schools.  The  standard  of  qualification  for  a  provisional  certifi- 
cate was  advanced  hj  making  the  examinations  more  difficult,  and 
by  marking  closely  and  in  this  way  many  of  the  incompetent  teachers 
were  not  allowed  to  waste  the  precious  time  of  the  coming  generation 
of  men  and  women. 

Equipment. 

In  most  districts  much  care  is  taken  in  the  providing  of  good  build- 
ings, but  yet  in  a  few  instances  there  is  a  great  chance  for  improve- 
ments. The  schools  are  well  supplied  with  books  and  supplies,  in- 
cluding maps  and  charts,  which  are  necessary,  but  in  some  cases  not 
only  are  the  essential  things  provided,  but  in  addition  much  expensive 
and  useless  material,  which  has  necessitated  the  cutting  down  of 
term,  salary  or  something  which  would  add  to  the  work  of  the  school. 

Finally. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  say  that  every  effort  was  put  forth  and  we 
feel  that  with  the  entire  co-operation  which  we  received  from  teach- 
ers, directors  and  patrons,  the  work  was  as  good  as  in  most  sections 
of  the  State,  and  we  wish  to  thank  all  teachers,  directors  and  patrons 
who  assisted  by  participating  or  encouragement  to  advance  the  edu- 
cational standard  in  Elk  county. 


58  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


ERIE  COUNTY— Thomas  M.  IMoiiison. 


Having  been  interested  and  indirectly  in  touch  with  the  educational 
interests  of  Erie  county  for  the  past  twelve  years,  I  am  pleased  to 
state  that  great  advancement  has  been  made  along  some  lines  in  the 
improvement  of  our  public  schools. 

The  problem  of  grading  the  country  school  has  been  solved;  a  fact 
largely  due  to  the  eiforts  of  my  predecessor. 

The  gradual  awakening  of  our  teachers  to  a  sense  of  the  importance 
of  moral  instruction  in  the  school  and  of  training  the  pupil  in  habits 
of  industry,  obedience  and  honesty.  The  development  of  the  idea 
of  training  for  citizenship  by  giving  the  pupils  a  knowledge  of  gov- 
ernment and  instilling  into  them  a  love  for  our  country.  While  these 
are  facts,  yet  the  improvement  along  other  lines  has  not  been  as  rapid 
as  the  friends  of  education  could  desire,  and  while  upon  the  whole 
our  teachers  are  faithful,  conscientious  and  zealous,  yet  there  are 
too  many  who  are  incompetent,  both  in  scholarship  and  professional 
acquirements. 

Local  Institutes. 

Fifteen  districts  out  of  twenty-one  held  monthly  institutes  at  which 
directors  often  met  with  the  teachers  and  discussed  subjects  pertain- 
ing to  school  work. 

A  "Principals'  Round  Table"  was  organized  at  the  county  institute, 
the  object  of  which  is  "to  promote  teaching  power,  elevate  the  stand- 
ard of  education  and  secure  more  friendly  relations  among  the  teach- 
ers of  Erie  countj^"  This  organization  held  three  very  interesting 
and  profitable  meetings  during  the  year. 

County  Institutes. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Erie 
high  school.  The  instructors  were  Supt.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of  Dauphin 
county;  Miss  Lelia  Patridge,  of  Philadelphia;  Dr.  Jno.  R.  Flickinger 
and  Prof.  Wm.  Most,  of  Edinboro  State  Normal  School;  Deputy  State 
Supt.  Houck,  Supt.  H.  C.  Missimer  and  Prof.  James  Burns,  of  Erie. 
Five  hundred  and  forty  teachers  were  in  attendance.  The  institute 
was  divided  each  half  day  into  three  classes,  each  class  occupying  a 
separate  room, and  each  room  assigned  an  instructor.  This  plan  was  a 
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success,  as  it  gave  tlie  teacher  an  opportunity  to  ask  questions  and 
even  discuss  topics. 

Our  lecture  course  consisted  of  Dr.  James  Clement  Ambrose,  of 
Chicago;  Judge  Alfred  Ellison,  of  Anderson,  Ind.;  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  and  the  Torbett  Concert  Company. 

Directors'  Association. 

Our  directors  met  during  the  institute  and  effected  the  first  "di- 
rectors' association"  ever  organized  in  this  county.  Mr.  C.  F.  Follett, 
Ovid,  Pa.,  was  elected  president;  Mr.  C.  C.  Rice,  of  Union  City,  secre- 
tary, and  Mr.  S.  D.  Ware,  of  West  Springfield,  chairman  of  executive 
committee. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  pupils  graduated  from  the  eight  grades  of 
our  township  schools  and  received  a  certificate  of  promotion. 

Township  High  Schools. 

Township  high  schools  are  established  in  West  Springfield,  North 
Springfield  and  Lowville.  North  Springfield  and  Lowville  each  grad- 
uated two  from  the  tenth  grade. 

In  conclusion,  I  want  to  thank  the  State  Department,  the  city  and 
county  directors,  the  public  press  and  the  teachers  for  their  hearty 
co-operation  in  my  work. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— E.  F.  Porter. 


School  Libraries, 

The  following  districts  have  from  fair  to  splendid  libraries:  Belle 
Vernon,  Bridgeport,  Brownsville,  Connellsville,  Dunbar,  borough, 
Vanderbilt,  Fayette  City,  New  Haven,  Dawson. 

There  has  been  no  move  made  by  our  directors  to  establish  free 
libraries  under  the  act  of  1895.  We  hope  to  see,  in  the  near  future, 
every  school  house  in  our  county  supplied  with  a  selection  of  choice 
books.  Our  boys  and  girls  will  read  something;  if  it  is  not  the  pure, 
elevating  thoughts  of  the  good  and  great  who  have  lived  before  them 
they  will,  in  all  probability,  take  to  the  literature  of  low  and  vicious 
character.  Our  taste  for  reading  is  formed  as  we  form  appetites.  Is 
it  not  true  that  the  literature,  whether  it  be  high  or  low,  good  or  bad, 
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that  we  leai'u  lo  eiijoj  in  youtli,  will  oharacteii/.c  our  tastes  lor  read- 
ing through  life?  This  subject  ought  to  engage  the  minds  of  parents 
and  teachers. 

School  Apparatus. 

We  fear  that,  annually,  there  is  expended  a  large  sum  of  money 
for  globes,  charts,  maps  and  blocks,  that  does  not  give  value  re- 
ceived. Sometimes,  before  directors  take  time  to  exercise  better 
judgment,  the  suavity  of  the  "sleek-tongued"  agent  has  won  their 
hearts  and  signatures.  When  the  time  arrives  to  hire  teachers,  the 
cry  is  made  for  low  wages,  because  of  the  investment  made  in  appa- 
ratus. The  first-class  teacher  turns  away  to  seek  a  better  position, 
the  weak  teacher  is  hired.  School  begins.  The  teacher  spends  the 
winter  battling  with  pupils  whom  he  cannot  teach,  and  with  the 
unruly  whom  he  cannot  govern.  The  apparatus  hibernates  in  some 
obscure  corner,  coming  out  in  the  spring  gray  with  dust.  The  appa- 
ratus is  all  right.  The  school  cannot  succeed  well  without  it,  but 
good  judgment  in  buying  is  required,  and  buying  apparatus  should 
not  be  made  a  pretext  for  lowering  wages. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  directors'  association  held  its  annual  session  in  the  court  house 
Wednesday,  December  16.  Number  of  directors  in  attendance,  80. 
This  organization  has  already  done  good  work,  and  we  trust  that  its 
usefulness  has  only  begun  to  grow,  and  that  future  years  shall  tell  of 
its  successful  efforts  in  the  way  of  promoting  popular  education. 

The  Year's  Work. 

While  our  schools  have  made  marked  progress  in  many  directions, 
all  things  are  not  entirely  satisfactory.  In  the  selection  of  teachers 
by  school  directors,  one  of  the  growing  evils  is  nepotism.  It  fre- 
quently happens  at  the  February  election  that  the  best  men  for  school 
directors  refuse  to  be  candidates,  or,  if  they  accept  the  nomination, 
they  are  defeated  by  less  competent  men,  because  the  latter  ''stand 
in  with  the  politicians."  The  politician's  candidate  has  worked  hard 
for  his  election.  Why?  Because  he  has  a  son,  daughter,  or  some 
other  relative  whom  he  expects  to  land  as  a  teacher  next  year. 
'These  things  ought  not  to  be."  If  the  "slated"  teacher  were  always 
qualified,  the  result  would  not  be  so  injurious  to  our  schools,  but  such 
is  not  the  case.  If  applicants  make  a  "3"  in  a  branch  or  branches, 
the  superintendent  must  give  them  the  same,  notwithstanding.  1 
have  explained  to  directors  that  a  "3"  in  a  branch  is  on  the  verge  of 
failure,  yet  I  have  teachers  holding  nearly  No.  1  certificates,  refused 
schools,   and    others   holding   certificates   counting   from    16  to   22 
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chosen,  bcnaiise  the  latter  are  friends  of  those  directors  chosen  last 
February — the  politician's  candidate.  I  believe  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  the  people  will  awake  to  the  enormity  of  the  wrong  and 
crush  it  by  selecting  for  school  directors  the  best  men  of  the  district, 
regardless  of  politics  or  party  affiliation. 

Teachers. 

With  very  few  exceptions  our  teachers  did  excellent  work  during 
the  term  of  '96  and  '97,  and  for  their  faithful  labors  they  are  worthy 
the  commendation  of  pupils,  parents,  directors  and  county  superin- 
tendent. 

The  Compulsory  School  Law. 

The  law  worked  admirably  last  year,  even  accomplishing  better 
results  than  were  hoped  for  by  its  most  ardent  supporters. 

Gain  in  Schools. 

Since  my  last  report  there  has  been  a  gain  of  twenty-one  schools, 
as  follows:  Bullskin,  one;  Connellsville,  one;  Connellsville  township, 
one;  Dunbar  township,  seven;  Fayette  City,  one;  Franklin,  one; 
Georges,  two;  Henry  Clay,  one;  Menallen,  one;  North  Union,  two; 
Springfield,  one;  Washington,  1;  Springhill,  one. 

New  Houses. 

Bridgeport,  a  fine  new  annex  of  six  rooms;  Connellsville  township, 
one  frame  building,  one  room;  Franklin  township,  annex,  one  room; 
George  township,  two  houses,  three  rooms;  Henry  Clay  township,  one 
house,  one  room;  New  Haven,  annex,  four  rooms;  North  Union,  one 
new  house  and  one  annex,  two  rooms;  Springhill,  one  house,  one 
room;  Washington,  one  house,  one  room;  Wharton,  one  house,  to  take 
place  of  old  building. 

County  Institute. 

This  part  of  the  work  continues  to  grow  in  interest.  The  attend- 
ance and  enthusiasm  at  the  institute  last  December  are  unparalleled 
in  the  history  of  these  annual  gatherings.  Practical  work  was  the 
characteristic  of  every  instructor.  Many  were  the  teachers  who  said 
to  me,  "I  never  before  heard  so  many  good  things.  I  feel  that  I  have 
received  a  new  inspiration  for  my  school  work." 

Local  institutes  kept  up  to  their  previous  good  record. 
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Conclusion. 

I  still  continue  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
the  good  advice  and  the  prompt  replies  received  to  all  inquiries. 

I  have  the  kindliest  feeling  toward  all  our  teachers,  directors  and 
patrons  for  courtesies  received  at  their  hands. 


FOREST  COUNTY— E.  E.  Stitzinger. 


In  submitting  my  first  annual  report,  it  is  very  encouraging  to  be 
able  to  say  that  our  schools  are  in  a  progressive  condition.  Directors, 
teachers  and  patrons,  generally  speaking,  seem  to  be  aroused  to  the 
fact,  that  in  order  to  secure  the  best  results  in  this  great  work,  each 
must  perform  well  the  part  which  is  alloted  to  him.  Accordingly, 
their  efforts  have  been  united  and  the  effect  may  be  seen  in  the  erec- 
tion of  more  attractive  and  convenient  buildings,  fitted  with  substan- 
tial and  comfortable  furniture,  and  the  necessary  school  apparatus; 
in  emplo^auent  of  better  qualified  teachers,  and  in  the  increased  at- 
tendance of  pupils. 

True,  there  are  yet  many  things  to  be  accomplished;  but  another 
3^ear's  hard  work  has  been  done  and  much  good  is  the  result. 

Eight  additional  schools  were  opened  this  year,  four  of  which  were 
graded.  The  graded  schools  were  as  follows:  Tionesta,  one;  East 
Hickorj^,  one,  and  Marionville,  two. 

Tionesta  organized  a  high  school  with  a  three  years'  course,  cover- 
ing the  following  branches:  Advanced  arithmetic,  algebra,  plane  and 
solid  geometry,  plane  trigonometry,  advanced  grammar,  rhetoric, 
civil  government,  physics,  general  history,  beginners'  Latin,  Caesar, 
Virgil,  book-keeping  and  English  and  American  literature,  besides 
assigned  reading  and  composition. 

Jenks  organized  a  township  high  school  at  Marionville.  A  three 
years'  course  was  also  prepared  for  this  school,  wiiicli  compares  very 
favorably  with  that  of  Tionesta.  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to 
report  that  each  of  these  schools  did  excellent  work  during  the  year. 

The  Tionesta  high  school  graduated  its  first  class  this  year.  The 
class  consisted  of  a  young  lady  and  young  gentleman,  who  proved 
themselves  thoroughly  prepared  in  the  course  provided. 

A  select  summer  school  has  been  organized  in  Tionesta  and  one  in 
Marionville,  which  offer  to  teachers  a  normal  course  of  eight  or  ten 
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weeks.  A  kindergarten  has  been  organized  in  connection  with  the 
Marionville  select  school,  which  promises  to  be  a  very  interesting 
feature. 

At  present  everything  seems  to  indicate  a  very  successful  school 
at  each  of  these  places. 

Our  teachers  show  a  very  healthy  professional  spirit.  Of  the 
ninety-three  teachers  in  the  county,  nineteen  are  normal  graduates; 
eight  hold  permanent  certificates,  and  four  hold  professionals.  Thus, 
.33  1-3  per  cent,  of  the  teaching  force  of  the  county  hold  either  normal 
diplomas  or  the  higher  grade  certificates. 

The  teachers  of  the  county,  generally  speaking,  manifested  their 
interest  in  educational  work  by  the  active  part  they  took  in  local  and 
district  institutes. 

Last  year  the  teachers  of  but  one  district  in  the  county  held 
monthly  meetings;  but  this  year  the  teachers  of  all  the  districts  ex- 
cept three  were  organized,  and  did  very  elTective  work,  a  work  the 
importance  of  which  cannot  easily  be  overestimated. 

A  year  later  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  a  teachers'  organization 
in  each  district  and  institute  work  in  a  flourishing  condition.  To 
assist  in  this  work,  I  think  directors  would  do  well  to  make  attend- 
ance at  local  institutes,  at  least  once  a  month,  obligatory  on  the  part 
of  the  teacher,  by  a  provision  of  the  contract. 

A  new  building  of  two  rooms  Avas  erected  in  Marionville,  in  wiiich 
the  latest  improvements  in  heating  and  ventilation  have  been  utilized. 
Its  seating  capacity  is  at  once  comfortable  and  convenient,  while  all 
of  its  appliances  are  of  the  most  improved  kinds. 

The  two  room  building  at  East  Hickory  was  enlarged  and  remod- 
eled, and  now  in  its  stead  they  have  a  building  of  four  commodious 
rooms,  elegantly  furnished  throughout  with  modern  furniture  and 
provided  with  useful  school  apparatus. 

At  Duhriug  a  very  neat  and  substantial  one  room  building  was  con- 
structed. Besides  this,  many  improvements  in  school  property  have 
been  made  in  various  places,  along  the  line  of  remodeling  and  enlarg- 
ing buildings,  furnishing  with  improved  desks  and  apparatus,  improv- 
ing school  grounds,  etc. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  Tionesta,  De- 
cember 28,  1896,  to  January  1,  1897.  All  but  six  of  the  teachers  were 
in  attendance.  Instructors  were  Dr.  Ruric  N.  Roark,  Kentucky 
State  College;  Dr.  C.  M.  Thomas,  Clarion  State  Normal  School;  Prof. 
S.  G.  Smith,  Columbus  School  of  Music,  and  Prof.  J.  G.  Nolph,  prin- 
cipal Derrick  City  schools. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Monday  night,  Rev. 
Frank  DeWitt  Talmage,  ''Nuts  to  Crack,  or  Other  People's  Follies;" 
Tuesday  night,  Dr.  R.  N.  Roark,  "Perils  of  the  Republic;"  Wednesday 
night,  Dr.  Geo.  Edward  Reed,  "Qualities  that  Win,"  and  Thursday 
night,  Dr.  Jehu  DeWitt  Miller,  "Uses  of  Ugliness." 
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On  the  whole,  our  institute  was  highly  entertaining  and  very  in- 
structive. Witness,  the  Committee  on  Resolutions:  This  institute 
is  not  only  a  grand  success  but  the  best  in  the  history  of  education  of 
Forest  county. 

In  various  ways  a  few  shools  have  been  furnished  with  small 
libraries.  The  town  of  Marionville  has  purchased  a  library  to  which 
the  pupils  of  the  school  have  free  access.  The  work  in  this  direction 
has  not  progressed  as  I  desired;  however,  I  shall  labor  to  be  more 
successful  along  this  line  another  year. 

All  my  available  time  throughout  the  term  was  spent  in  visiting 
schools.  Nearly  every  school  in  the  county  was  visited  twice  and 
some  of  them  three  times. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  county  the  teachers  have 
engaged  in  uniform  professional  reading. 

During  the  year  nearly  all  of  our  teachers  have  been  reading  ''Edu- 
cational Foundations"  and  "Quick's  Educational  Reformers."  I  an- 
ticipate a  great  educational  advancement  along  this  line  in  the  near 
future. 

In  conclusion,  I  shall  take  the  opportunity  to  publicly  express  my 
sincere  thanks  to  the  school  department,  the  press,  the  directors,  the 
teachers  and  the  patrons  for  the  faithful  and  earnest  assistance  they 
have  rendered  in  advancing  that  which  is  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
future  prosperity  and  welfare  of  Forest  county  and  the  honor  and 
happiness  of  her  people — The  cause  of  education. 

May  we  continue  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder,  co-workers  in  beat- 
ing back  the  darkness  of  ignorance  and  superstition,  and  by  bending 
every  energy  and  using  every  influence  may  we  assist  in  the  harmoni- 
ous development  of  the  physical,  intellectual  and  moral  powers  of 
those  who  soon  will  be  the  men  and  women,  the  citizens  of  this  part  of 
the  great  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— W.  F.  Zumbro. 


In  submitting  this,  my  fourth  annual  report,  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  we  have  had  a  very  successful  school  year,  and  while  no  radical 
changes  have  been  proposed,  or  set  going  in  the  schools,  we  have  been 
moving  steadily  onward.  The  graded  system  has  been  fairly  inaug- 
urated in  every  district  of  the  county  and  the  results  thus  far  have 
been  entirely  satisfactory.  One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  applicants 
were  examined  for  graduation,  and  one  hundred  and  eight  diplomas 
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weie  awarded.  The  woik  submitted  by  lliese  juuiig  people  wati  vei  \ 
eommendable  indeed,  reflecting  credit  upon  themselves  and  upon 
their  teachers.  Many  of  them  at  once  sought  admission  to  our  var 
ions  normal  and  select  schools,  nnd  fi-om  nil  accounts  nre  doinji 
excellent  work. 

Ft  is  sometimes  urged  that  there  are  too  uiany  diplomas  scattered 
broadcast  ovei-  the  country,  but  we  fail  to  see  how  this  can  be  an 
evil.  In  our  opinion,  it  depends  quite  largely  upon  the  spirit  in 
which  they  are  awarded  and  received.  We  have  endeavored  to  set 
plainly  before  the  minds  of  those  who  complete  the  course  of  study, 
that  the  diploma  does  not  mean  the  completion  of  their  education, 
or  even  of  the  branches  which  they  have  studied,  but  only  a  begin 
ning,  and  the  fact  that  so  many  go  forward  to  increase  their  stock  of 
learning,  proves  that  they  realize  the  true  meaning  of  a  common 
school  diploma. 

The  term  reports  show  great  improvement  in  the  matter  of  classi 
tication.  The}'  show,  too,  that  there  are  comparatively  few  pupils 
in  our  rural  schools,  who  do  not  take  up  all  the  branches  of  their  re 
spective  grades.  The  following  items,  gleaned  from  these  reports, 
may  be  interesting:  Algebra  is  taught  in  53  of  our  country  schools, 
music  in  68,  civil  government  as  a  separate  branch  in  19,  physical 
geography  in  7,  English  literature  in  6,  Latin  in  3  and  geometry  in  2. 
In  the  rural  schools  the  number  who  were  present  every  day  of  the 
term  was  849;  the  number  of  pupils  over  13  years  of  age,  3,005.  and 
fi47  visits  are  reported  as  having  been  made  by  the  directors. 

We  have  endeavored  to  keep  prominently  before  the  minds  of  oui 
teachers  the  following  principles  relative  to  our  course  of  study. 
That  the  success  of  any  plan  of  gradation  depends  upon  the  teacher's 
being  in  it  and  back  of  it,  that  no  course  will  run  itself,  that  the  course 
of  study  is  for  the  child,  and  not  the  child  for  the  course;  flexibility, 
therefore,  should  be  a  marked  characteristic  of  any  plan  that  would 
promote  the  child's  highest  good. 

That  individual  thought  on  the  part  of  the  [tupil  is  better  than  high 
class  standing,  that  inspiration  is  better  than  learning,  that  the 
most  imjiortaut  lessons  to  be  prepared  and  learned  for  the  great 
school  of  life,  have  not  been  and  cannot  be  contained  in  any  course 
of  study,  or  between  the  lids  of  any  text-book,  that  the  best  test  of 
the  teacher's  work  is  not  how  much  the  pupils  know,  but  that  it  is 
what  1  liey  are.  and  what  they  can  do  when  they  come  to  assume  flic 
burdens  and  responsibilities  of  life. 

With  these  ends  in  view  the  teachers  work  is  not  to  be  classe<l 
with  any  other  calling  on  earth.  The  making  of  a  life  is  better  than 
the  building  of  a  brain.  As  ex-Governor  Wm.  E.  Russell,  of  Massa 
chusetts,  well  said,  in  an  address  to  a  graduating  class  at  a  high 
school   n   short    time  befoic   liis  dcafh:    "There  is  one   thing   in    this 
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world  better  than  making  a  living;  that  is  making  a  life."  This  was 
a  grand  sentiment,  worthy  of  the  man  who  made  it,  and  worthy  of 
being  kept  in  mind  by  every  teacher  and  by  every  boy  and  girl. 

Select  schools  have  been  in  progress  in  all  parts  of  the  county  dur- 
ing the  spring  months  and  they  have  been  well  attended.  It  seems 
to  me  that  this  is  an  indicator  that  says  to  us  plainly  that  the  wind 
of  public  sentiment  blows  in  the  direction  of  a  longer  school  term. 

The  idea  of  centralizing  and  more  thoroughly  grading  the  schools 
seems  to  be  gaining  ground  rapidly,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that 
a  number  of  our  schools  will  be  graded  the  coming  year.  The  town- 
ship high  school  has  been  discussed  and  agitated  more  within  the  last 
year  than  ever  before.  Perhaps  the  graded  system  has  had  con- 
siderable to  do  with  this.  Those  who  complete  the  course  in  every 
district  are  inquiring  whether  or  not  the  public  school  has  anything 
more  to  give  them;  whether  or  not  the  inscription  upon  the  Rock  of 
Gibraltar,  "Ne  plus  ultra,"  applies  to  them.  May  our  school  authori- 
ties imitate  the  example  of  Charles  V.  of  Spain,  and  demonstrate 
practically  that  there  is  more  beyond  for  those  who  are  desirous  of  a 
broader  and  more  liberal  education,  and  who  have  not  the  financial 
means  for  its  attainment. 

As  to  the  matter  of  establishing  and  maintaining  public  school 
libraries,  comparatively  little  progress  has  been  made.  But  seven- 
teen schools  of  the  county  (less  than  six  per  cent.)  have  any  books, 
other  than  the  regular  text  and  reference  books.  One  hundred  and 
five  schools  are  supplied  with  an  Unabridged  Dictionary  and  twenty- 
four  with  an  encyclopedia.  In  the  seventeen  school  libraries  just 
referred  to  there  are  in  all  one  thousand  books. 

We  believe  that  more  could  be  done,  and  ought  to  be  done,  along 
this  line.  One  or  two  entertainments,  or  special  exercises  of  a  liter- 
ary character,  could  be  given  in  each  school,  and  aside  from  the 
many  other  advantages  thus  to  be  derived,  enough  money  could  be 
procured  to  start  a  library.  We  doubt  if  the  teacher  can  render  a 
much  greater  service  to  his  pupils  than  to  get  them  interested  in  this 
matter.  Once  started,  the  collection  of  books  will  constantly  in- 
crease. Proper  care  should  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of  these 
books.  Only  those  which  are  not  too  heavy,  and  which  point  good 
moral  lessons  should  be  selected.  For  the  common  school  library 
we  prefer  Trowbridge,  Alger,  Alcott  and  Kingsley,  to  Scott,  Dickens, 
Thackeray  and  Irving.  Good  reading  leads  to  right  living,  right 
thinking  and  right  acting.  Pupils  should  be  carefully  trained  on 
three  very  important  things  in  connection  with  reading,  viz:  1.  What 
they  read.     2.  How  they  read.     3.  Why  they  read. 

We  very  much  fear  that  these  matters  are  not  being  attended  to  in 
our  county,  as  they  should  be.  As  was  intimated  in  the  State  Super- 
intendent's circular  letter  of  April  19,  reading  to  learn  should  be  th(^ 
natural  sequence  of  learning  to  read. 
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New  houses  were  built  in  Fannett,  Oreeu,  Guilford,  Hamilton  and 
Quincy  districts,  all  improved  with  patent  furniture. 

The  chart  and  block  man  has  not  found  such  verdant  pasture  upon 
otir  soil  for  the  past  several  years,  and  we  have  enjoyed  comparative 
rest  from  his  incursions. 

The  local  institute  work  of  the  year  was  very  successful.  The 
(.ounty  is  divided  into  eleven  districts  and  local  institutes  were  held 
in  each  district,  seven  of  them  lasting  two  days.  It  was  our  pleasure 
t(»  attend  them  all,  with  two  exceptions.  Much  interest  was  mani- 
fested, not  only  by  the  teachers,  but  also  by  the  directors  and  the 
general  public. 

The  county  institute  was  the  great  educational  event  of  the  year 
and  was  very  largely  attended.  The  proceedings  were  gotten  out 
in  the  form  of  a  stenographic  report,  which  feature  is  highly  prized 
by  teachers  and  directors.  On  the  26th  of  February  we  addressed  a 
circular  letter  to  the  teachers  of  the  county,  inquiring  whether  or 
Dot,  in  the  face  of  the  expense  incurred,  we  should  continue  this 
ri'port,  and  83  per  cent,  of  the  replies  read  something  like  this:  '*Do 
not  discontinue  the  stenographic  report.  We  are  willing  to  con 
tribute  more  for  this  purpose  than  formerly,  if  necessary." 

Seventeen  public  examinations  were  held  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  provisional  certificates  were  granted.  This  number  was 
considerably  in  excess  of  the  number  of  those  who  secured  schools  on 
certificate  of  this  grade. 

We  have  just  one  suggestion  to  make  at  this  place  in  our  report. 
We  think  that  there  should  be  a  wider  margin  between  the  different 
kinds  of  legal  certificates  now  in  use.  The  common  school  curri- 
culum is  too  narrow  upon  which  to  issue  a  legal  license  to  teach.  It 
is  a  self-evident  truth  that  the  teacher  must  know  more  than  he  is 
required  to  teach,  and  that  to  teach  arithmetic  well  requires  some 
general  knowledge  in  the  other  branches  of  mathematics;  to  teach 
language  properly  requires  more  than  a  mere  smattering  of  English 
grammar;  to  teach  United  States  history  acceptably,  presupposes 
a  knowledge  of  the  events  that  have  taken  place  in  other  countries 
than  our  own.  Any  boy  or  girl,  with  average  intelligence,  who  at- 
tends school  from  the  age  of  six  to  the  age  of  sixteen,  can  obtain 
enough  of  the  common  school  branches  to  pass  a  fair  examination, 
but  this  is  no  guarantee  that  he  or  she  will  make  a  teacher. 

We  would  suggest  that  algebra,  English  and  American  literature, 
general  history  and  the  natural  sciences  be  studied  and  examined 
in  by  those  who  would  make  themselves  eligible  for  election  to  teach 
in  the  common  schools.  We  would  suggest  further  that  the  same 
qualifications  be  expected  from  the  holders  of  permanent  certificates, 
as  are  required  to  pass  an  examination  upon  graduating  at  a  normal 
school. 
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This  marks  the  close  of  another  school  year,  a  year  of  hard  work, 
and  we  trust  a  year  of  advancement  in  educational  affairs. 

My  opinion  is,  I  hope  without  any  egotism,  that  the  past  term  has 
been  the  most  profitable  to  the  schools  during  ray  incumbency  of  the 
office.  The  greatest  credit  is  due  to  nearly  every  teacher  in  the 
county  for  the  zeal  and  energy  shown  and  the  fullest  possible  con 
centration  of  each  upon  the  work,  and  the  remarkable  self  develop 
ment  shown  by  them. 

County  institute  was  held  December  14  to  18.  Eighty  out  of  a  pos 
sible  81  teachers  enrolled  during  Monday  afternoon.  The  other  one 
came  Wednesday  morning.  Only  two  and  a  half  days  absenteeism 
during  the  week. 

Lecturers,  Dr.  Reed,  Rev.  Foster  and  Judge  Ellison.  Instructors. 
Prof.  Baer,  of  Reading;  Prof.  Sprenkel,  Prof.  Eckels  and  Prof.  Barton. 
The  teachers  took  a  very  strong  and  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
institute,  fully  two-thirds  of  their  number  participating. 

The  county  was  divided  into  four  sections  and  four  local  institutes 
were  held  just  before  the  schools  opened.  Sixty-nine  out  of  a  possi 
ble  81  teachers  attended  and  I  believe  all  took  part.  An  attack  of 
fever  prevented  my  attending  the  last  two.  School  organization, 
classification,  government  and  practical  teaching  were  the  subjects 
of  discussion  at  these  meetings.  They  told  strongly  on  school  work 
and  will  be  held  again  if  I  shall  have  control  when  schools  are  about, 
to  open. 

Term  report  blanks  (Berkey)  were  sent  to  the  teachers. 

.Vll  reported  except  the  teacher  of  the  McConnellsburg  high  school, 
and  one  in  Wells  (at  New  Grenada).     The  report  from  Wells  is  now  in. 

From  these  reports  I  quote  aggregate  attendance  of  teachers  a1 
local  institutes,  as  follows:  Ayr,  38,  1  attended  none;  Belfast,  40; 
Bethel,  30;  Brush  Creek,  24;  Dublin,  25,  1  did  not  attend  any;  Lick- 
ing Creek,  35;  McConnellsburg,  9.  no  report  from  high  school;  Taylor. 
38;  Thompson,  33;  Tod.  22;  Tniou.  GO;  Wells,  11,  no  report  from  New 
Grenada;  making  a  total  attendance  of  79  teachers  out  of  365  at  these 
meetings.     The  great  majority  of  these  meetings  are  practical  affairs. 

A  few  are  show  games;  one  or  two  having  brass  bands  in  attend 
a  nee.     All  should  stick  to  practical  work. 

A  paper  containing  a  careful  rating  of  the  teachers  who  had  taught 
under  me  ;it  any  time,  was  sent  to  each  secretary,  with  a  request  that 
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II  be  laid  ItefuJt-  llu-  board  when  selecting  (eacLeis.  Ii  [un\  great 
iiiHneiice  iu  the  selection  of  teachers,  and  also  pul  life  in  a  few  of  the 
lazy  ones.  It  was  merciless  to  teachers  but  merciful  t(»  (lie  future 
men  and  women,  for  whom  the  schools  exist.  I  personally  weni 
before  every  board  and  tried  to  have  them  employ  only  the  best  avail 
able  material.  Only  four  or  five  selections  were  made  in  defiance  of 
the  rating  pai>er  and  my  recommendations.  Two  in  Brush  Creek 
(where  one  man  seemed  to  control  two  or  three  others),  and  two  in 
Belfast  (where  relationship  did  the  mischief).  Result  is  a  very  high 
average  of  good  work. 

Bethel  and  Belfast  gave  a  substantial  increase  in  salaries,  Union  a 
small  increase,  and  Taylor  lowered  salaries  one  dollar  per  month  on 
the  entire  township.  Thompson  and  Brush  Creek  can  and  should 
pay  better  salaries  for  good  teachers.  The  care  exercised  by  boards 
in  selection  of  teachers  paid. 

Tod  built  one  new  house,  long  delayed  justice.  One  of  her  schools 
is  still  too  large,  63  pupils.  Wells  graded  No.  1,  but  made  the  mis- 
take of  making  the  primary  too  large  and  paying  her  smallest  sal- 
ary. McConnellsburg  made  the  same  mistake  of  paying  high  and 
grammar  teachers  larger  salaries  than  primary  and  intermediate, 
which  are  the  most  difficult  and  most  important  work.  Believe  both 
districts  will  do  justice  by  primary  teachers  next  term.  The  bor- 
ough established  one  new  school.  Wells  built  a  new  house.  There 
are  a  number  of  very  poor  houses  and  some  miserably  poor  things 
in  the  shape  of  blackboards.  Hope  these  disgraces  will  be  speedily 
wiped  out. 

Nothing  at  all  has  been  done  by  any  boards  toward  libraries. 

The  map  and  chart  and  block  men  are  not  imposing  on  our  people 
any. 

Ayr  furnished  Educational  Independent  for  supplementary  read 
ing.  Many  teachers  furnished  it  themselves  in  other  districts.  It  is 
a  paying  investment.  Professional  studies  are  being  taken  hold 
of  by  our  teachers  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  heretofore.  Shall 
examine  in  theory  from  Prince  this  year.  Many  are  studying  it  and 
the  rest  should  be.  Forty-three  directors  with  me  in  schools  as 
against  eleven  my  first  year.  Twenty-eight  attended  association 
during  institute.  There  is  a  great  change  for  the  better  in  attitude 
of  directors  towards  schools  but  a  much  greater  is  needed. 

Farr  attendance  law  has  been  a  great  blessing  where  any  attempt 
has  been  made  to  enforce  it. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  sickness  that  hindered  attendance.  Six 
teen  schools  were  closed  for  a  time  by  illness  of  teachers. 

Carelessness  of  parents  (in  this  place  at  least)  was  responsible  for 
absenteeism.  Tt  is  an  absolute  disgrace  to  the  community,  which 
all  show  so  much   nnnecessary  absenteeism      So  long  as  boys  are 
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permitted  to  hunt  and  idle  awaj  time  that  should  be  spent  in  school, 
there  will  be  idle,  shiftless  young  men  and  criminal  business  for  the 
courts.  So  long  as  girls  are  permitted  to  stay  away  from  school  un- 
necessarily, there  will  be  slatterns  and  gossips.  So  long  as  very 
young  girls  and  boys  run  where  they  please,  when  they  please,  and 
with  whom  they  please,  will  There  be  many  recruits  for  our  alms- 
houses, jails  and  penitentiaries. 

Would  to  God  that  parents  could  all  be  awakened  to  the  awful 
responsibilities  resting  upon  them.  Then  would  the  problems  of 
attendance,  government  and  character  building  be  solved. 

Friday,  February  19,  was  Burrowes  day  in  the  schools  of  the 
county.  Sixty-one  of  the  schools  raised  |18.05.  The  other  twenty 
raised  nothing.  Examined  ninety-two  applicants  last  fall.  Seventy- 
six  passed.  Only  six  pretty  good  provisional  certificate  holders  were 
not  employed.  Will  cut  closer  this  year.  Will  not  renew  any  profes- 
sionals. Must  make  permanents  or  take  provisionals.  I  heartily 
thank  all  who  have  aided  and  trust  those  who  did  not  will  next  year. 


GREENE   COUNTY— J.    L.    Hopton. 


In  submitting  this,  my  first  annual  report,  I  feel  that  there  is  but 
little  new  to  offer  over  previous  reports  made  by  my  predecessors  in 
olfice.  There  is  no  questioning  the  fact  that  there  is,  in  this  county, 
a  gradually  increasing  interest  manifested  by  parents  in  general, 
and  all  persons  interested  in  the  great  cause  of  education,  in  the 
maintenance  of  our  common  school  system. 

There  are  now  two  hundred  fifteen  (215)  schools  in  the  county, 
with  a  total  enrollment  of  seven  thousand  two  hundred  thirty  (7,230) 
pupils,  making  an  average  enrollment  of  thirty-three  (33)  pupils  to 
each  school.  Ten  of  these  schools  were  graded,  viz:  Waynesburg 
union  schools,  Carmichaels  public  schools,  Mt.  Morris,  Greensboro, 
Rogersville,  Jefferson  borough,  Nineveh,  Graysville,  East  Waynes- 
burg and  Bridgeport. 

We  have  also  for  the  better  education  of  our  children  two  colleges, 
viz:  Waynesburg  College,  located  in  Waynesburg,  and  Mononga 
hela  College,  in  Jefferson  borough. 

Only  twenty-six  (2(5)  of  the  public  school  buildings  are  brick,  the 
others  all  being  frame,  and  the  greater  number  of  them  being  well 
adapted  to  their  intended  purpose,  but  T  regret  to  say  a  few  of  them 
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are  unlit  for  school  purposes  and  should  be  supplanted  by  more  com 
modius  buildings. 

Directors  are  giving  more  attention  to  the  construction  and  fur- 
nishing of  new  houses  than  ever  before,  and  are  building  after  the 
more  modern  plans,  thus  giving  us  houses  which  are  better  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  the  child,  and  giving  particular  attention  to  the  sani- 
tary conditions  so  essential  to  the  health  of  pupils. 

Three  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  past  year. 

Of  the  two  hundred  fifteen  (215)  teachers  emploj'ed  in  the  county, 
forty  (40)  of  them  held  permanent  certificates  and  twenty-eight  (28) 
professional,  the  remaining  one  hundred  thirty-nine  (131))  held  pro- 
visional certificates,  but  many  of  them  having  had  many  years  expe- 
rience in  school  work. 

The  Bible  was  read  in  one  hundred  forty-seven  (147)  of  our  schools, 
and  singing  was  practiced  in  one  hundred  sixteen  (116)  of  them.  We 
note  a  wonderful  improvement  in  the  discipline  since  vocal  music  has 
been  so  generally  introduced.  The  good  results  flowing  from  it  have 
been  far  reaching  and  wide  spread  and- 1  would  respectfully  urge 
teachers  to  give  more  prominence  to  this  important  part  of  school 
work. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  some  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
establishment  of  school  libraries  although  we  must  confess  that  but 
the  initial  step  has  been  taken  in  this  direction,  and  the  pupils  as  a 
general  rule  do  not  use  the  means  already  afforded  them  for  the 
acquisition  of  general  information  with  that  desire  and  thirst  for 
knowledge  which  we  would  be  pleased  to  commend. 

Teachers  should  exert  their  utmost  influence  to  cultivate  this  de- 
sire in  the  minds  of  their  pupils. 

I  regret  to  report  that  a  great  deal  of  public  money  is  annually 
expended  unnecessarily  in  purchasing  relief  maps,  various  charts, 
globes,  blocks,  etc.,  which  should  be  more  profitably  emploj^ed  in  the 
lengthening  of  the  school  term,  increasing  the  teacher's  salary  and 
in  the  establishment  of  school  libraries. 

The  county  institute,  held  at  Waynesburg,  in  October,  1896,  from 
the  19th  to  the  23d  inclusive,  was  generally  regarded  in  every  particu- 
lar as  a  success.  The  attendance  was  remarkably  good  during  the 
several  sessions  of  the  institute,  and  during  the  evening  lectures  and 
entertainments  the  opera  house  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity,  thus 
manifesting  enthusiasm  and  appreciation  of  those  interested  in  insti- 
tute work. 

In  closing  this  report  for  this  my  first  year's  work  as  county  super 
intendent,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment for  information  and  courtesies  received,  also  to  the  directors 
and  teachers  for  their  earnest  co-operation  with  me  in  advancing 
the  cause  of  common  school  education,  and  to  the  many  friends 
throughout  the  county  who  have  aided  me  in  the  good  work. 
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The  school  vear  just  closed  has  been  maiked  by  good  work  ou  the 
pait  of  the  teachers  and  by  a  healthy  educational  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  general  public. 

Three  new  houses  were  built  duriufz;  the  year.  The  new  buildiuji; 
iu  Spruce  Creek  township  deserves  special  mention.  It  is  built  of 
brick  and  contains  three  tine,  large  rooms,  well  lighted  and  supplied 
with  ample  blackboard  surface  of  stone  slate.  The  rooms  are  all  on 
the  ground  floor  and  are  well  arranged  for  the  accommodation  and 
comfort  of  the  pupils.  The  building  is  heated  throughout  with  hot 
water.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  board  to  have  a  township  high 
school  and  have  all  the  schools  of  the  township  graded.  The  board 
is  thoroughly  progressive  and  means  to  do  all  it  can  for  the  schools, 
and  do  it  well. 

There  are  now  22S  schools  iu  the  county,  with  a  total  enrollment 
of  7,626  pupils. 

Twenty-eight  teachers"  examinations  were  held  during  the  year, 
at  which  there  were  33(5  applicants  for  teachers'  certificates  exam 
ined.  Of  this  number  about  60  were  rejected.  Of  the  teachers  em 
ployed  during  the  term,  184  held  provisional  certificates,  21  held  pro 
fessional  certificates,  11  held  permanent  certificates  and  13  held  nor- 
mal school  diplomas. 

The  county  institute  was  held  during  week  of  November  9,  and, 
while  a  number  of  teachers  were  absent  on  account  of  sickness,  it 
was  unanimously  conceded  one  of  the  very  best  institutes  we  have 
ever  had. 

Our  teachers  have  been  stirred  up  on  the  subject  of  professional 
reading  and  the  results  are  very  much  in  evidence.  The  work  along 
this  line  has  been  more  systematic  and  extensive  than  heretofore. 

Several  districts  adopted  the  Berkey  system  of  grading  last  year 
and  the  results  show  that  it  was  a  wise  step.  The  indications  are 
that  the  system  will  be  adopted  generally  throughout  the  county 
this  3'ear. 

Sixteen  local  institutes  and  six  educational  meetings  were  held  dur 
ing  the  year.  These  were  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  citi- 
zens. As  a  factor  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county,  the  local  in 
stitute  has  made  itself  felt  for  good.  The  meetings  were  character- 
ized by  plenty  of  enthusiasm  and  general  participation  in  the  exer 
cises  on  the  part  of  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  of  the  schools. 
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A  uuuibcr  uf  disU'icLs  bavt-  liiadt'  a  8lai  (  in  llu'  wuv  of  public 
school  librarie«.  A  goodly  number  of  districts  have  the  International 
dictionary,  and  some  few  have  secured  a  few  works  of  reference. 
Orbisonia,  Mt.  Union  and  Alexandria  have  all  made  considerable 
[U'ogress  in  the  way  of  working  school  libraries. 

The  chart  agent  has  been  getting  in  liis  work  in  a  number  of  dis 
rricts.  Two  years  ago  six  or  eight  districts  bought  a  |40  chart,  and 
it  seems  that  in  most  cases  it  was  a  poor  investment,  for  the  teachers 
failed  to  use  them.  This  year  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  directors  will  not 
allow  themselves  to  be  imposed  upon  by  paying  enormous  prices  for 
goods  that  will  be  of  little  value  to  the  schools,  and  worst  of  all. 
necessitate  the  lowering  of  the  teacher's  salary  or  a  shortening  of 
the  school  term,  in  order  to  pay  for  said  goods. 

The  interest  shown  by  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  in  the  edu 
•  ational  work  of  the  county,  encourages  us  to  anticipate  a  greater 
educational  growth  for  the  year  upon  which  we  are  about  to  enter. 


INDIANA  (JOUNTV— A.  M.  Hannners. 


There  is  little  information  concerning  the  work  of  our  schools  for 
the  year  that  cannot  be  gained  either  directly  or  indirectly  from  the 
accompanying  statistical  report.  For  this  reason,  and  in  order  that 
we  may  keep  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Department,  we 
shall  endeavor  to  be  brief. 

Our  schools,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  in  a  nourishing  condition. 
The  majority  of  our  directors  are  alive  to  the  resi)ousibility  they 
have  assumed;  the  scholarship  of  our  teachers  is  of  a  higher  grade 
than  ever  before;  and  intelligent,  systematic  work  on  the  part  of 
pupils  is  now  the  rule  rather  than  the  excej)tiou. 

Two  houses  have  been  built  since  our  last  report — one  in  Cone 
uiaugh  and  one  in  South  Mahoning — and  since  the  beginning  of  the 
current  year  contracts  have  been  let  for  eight  others.  A  number 
of  houses  havf'  been  repaired,  repainted  nnd  wholly  or  partly  re 
seated. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  each  of  our  larger  graded  schools  is 
equipped  with  standard  works  of  reference  and  a  carefully  selected 
library.  In  a  number  of  rural  schools,  too,  a  start  has  been  made  in 
this  direction.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  further  this  movement, 
nnd  we  heli('\ c  for  tlie  year  just  entered  upon  we  can  report  a  decided 
■  mIvhimt  along  thifs  line. 
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The  course  of  study  for  the  county  is  now  in  very  general  use.  No 
attempt  has  been  made  to  enforce  its  use;  it  has  simply  won  its  way 
through  its  merits.  One  hundred  twentj^-nine  pupils  were  reported 
for  graduation  at  the  close  of  the  annual  school  term.  Seventy-two 
(72)  passed  the  examination,  and  were  granted  diplomas,  the  remain- 
ing fifty-seven  (57)  failed.  This  will  show  that  our  final  examina 
tions  mean  something  and  the  requirements  for  graduation  are 
strictly  adhered  to. 

Our  county  institute  w  as  again  the  great  educational  feature  of  the 
year,  and  attracted  immense  crowds  of  interested  spectators.  The 
attendance  of  our  own  teachers  was  fully  up  to  the  high  percentage  of 
former  years;  and  in  addition  to  this,  many  teachers  from  adjoining 
counties  were  present  the  greater  part  of  the  week.  Our  leading 
instructors  were  Dr.  E.  E.  White,  Dr.  Arnold  Tompkins,  Dr.  A.  E. 
VVinship,  Dr.  A.  E.  Maltby,  Prof.  S.  G.  Smith  and  Supt.  Samuel  Ham 
ilton. 

The  relief  map  man,  the  chart  agent  and  the  block  peddler  have 
traversed  every  square  mile  of  the  county  from  the  Big  Mahoning 
to  the  banks  of  the  Blacklick,  and  from  historic  Cherrytree  to  the 
classic  Conemaugh.  All  their  powders  of  persuasion,  and  all  their 
peculiar  methods  of  securing  orders  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
our  directors,  and  long  and  earnestly  have  these  philanthropic  gentle- 
men labored  to  prove  their  unselfish  (?)  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our 
boys  and  girls.  In  spite  of  all  their  efforts,  however,  they  have  found 
this  an  unfruitful  field.  It  is  true  that  in  a  few  districts  the  directors 
have  been  "taken  in  and  done  for,"  but  the  large  majority  of  pur- 
chases of  this  kind  have  been  made  through  reliable  local  dealers  and 
at  the  right  price.  We  have  found  that  a  word  fitly  spoken  by  the 
superintendent,  as  opportunity  presents  itself,  will  do  much  to  pre- 
vent this  unwise  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  We  do  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  being  opposed  to  the  judicious  use  of  helps  of  this 
kind;  it  is  the  fictitious  values  placed  on  the  articles  and  the  dis- 
honest means  employed  to  effect  their  sales  that  we  condemn. 

In  conclusion  we  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  all  who  have 
in  any  way  helped  us  in  the  work  of  the  year  just  closed. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— R.  B.  Teitrick. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  gratifying  success.  While  all  that 
could  be  desired  has  not  been  accomplished,  yef  there  are  substan 
tial  evidences  that  the  schools  of  this  county  havf  V)eeii  in  the  line 
of  progress. 
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A  uniform  course  of  study  was  placed  in  all  the  ungraded  schools 
of  the  county,  and,  as  a  result,  marked  improvement  was  manifested 
in  order,  study  and  interest. 

Reports  and  classifications  of  the  pupils  of  nearly  all  the  schools, 
together  with  suggestions  as  to  the  reviews  and  the  coming  year's 
work,  are  in  the  hands  of  the  directors  for  the  benefit  of  the  succeed- 
ing teachers.  Public  support  and  the  cordial  and  active  co-opera- 
tion of  teachers  will  bring  our  country  schools  to  the  front  in  work 
and  worth.  Sixty-one  applicants  for  graduation  were  examined  and 
twenty-three  diplomas  were  granted. 

The  standard  of  qualification  for  a  teacher's  certificate  was  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit.  Many  of  our  teachers 
have  sought  to  better  prepare  themselves  for  their  work  by  attend- 
ance during  the  past  year  at  normal  schools  or  other  well  equipped 
institutions.  That  the  teacher  must  be  a  person  of  broad  scholar- 
ship, sound  morals  and  great  energy,  and  that  he  must  possess  skill 
in  instructing  and  managing,  is  universally  admitted.  Teachers  pos- 
sessing these  qualifications  can  not  long  be  retained  in  schools  where 
terms  are  short  and  salaries  low.  The  only  way  we  can  hope  to  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  our  schools  is  to  strengthen  our  teaching  force. 
Keep  the  same  good  teacher  in  the  same  school  as  long  as  possible. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  at  Brookville  during  the  week  of 
November  23-27.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  it  was  a 
pleasant  and  profitable  meeting.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  R.  N. 
Roark,  Prof.  A.  W.  Moore,  Supt.  W.  A.  Beer,  Miss  Alice  E.  Allen  and 
Prof.  J.  G.  Dailey.  The  evenings  were  filled  by  Prof.  Moore,  Rev. 
Sam.  P.  Jones,  Prof.  J.  B.  DeMotte  and  Arion  Lady  Quartette,  as- 
sisted by  J.  V.  Cooke,  reciter  and  impersonator. 

The  division  of  the  county  into  ten  local  institute  districts,  and 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  for  each  district,  was  a  noteworthy 
feature  of  the  year's  work.  Meetings  were  held  in  all  of  these  dis- 
tricts with  one  exception.  These  meetings  were  largely  attended 
and  did  much  toward  cultivating  a  healthy  school  sentiment  in  the 
localities  in  which  they  were  held. 

Printed  copies  of  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  insti- 
tute were  distributed  among  the  teachers  and  the  directors. 

The  directors'  association  of  the  county  met  during  the  institute. 
Much  interest  was  manifested,  and  important  and  vital  school  ques- 
tions were  discussed. 

During  the  year  two  new  houses  were  erected  in  Young,  one  in 
Perry  and  one  in  Washington  township.  At  Walston  (in  Young)  the 
house  is  a  four  roomed  building.  At  Falls  Creek  (in  Washington) 
it  is  a  two  roomed  building.  All  are  substantial  structures  and  suf- 
ficiently large  to  meet  the  wants  of  their  respective  districts.  All 
are  supplied  with  modern  furniture. 
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The  ucw  buildiug  at  Keyuuidsville  was  occupied  liiis  ^ear.  It  is* 
of  brick  and  stone,  three  stories  high,  containing  fifteen  rooms,  and  an 
assembly  hall  that  will  comfortably  seat  four  hundred  and  fifty  per- 
sons. This  is  one  of  the  best  buildings  in  this  part  of  the  State.  It 
is  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Smead  system.  These  buildings  re 
fleet  credit  not  only  upon  the  directors  under  whose  administration 
they  were  erected,  but  also  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  communities 
in  which  they  are  located. 

Our  schools  have  been  materially  benefited  by  comi)ulsory  educa- 
tion, yet  we  find  that  there  are  some  persons  who  antagonize  it.  Not- 
withstanding the  slight  opposition,  it  has  been  a  great  means  for 
good,  and  is  growing  in  favor.  The  enforcement  of  this  law  was  not 
what  it  should  be,  some  few  irregularities  preventing  the  best  re 
suits.  We  hope  for  a  better  enforcement  during  the  coming  year  and 
urge  all  citizens  to  assist  directors  by  their  hearty  co-operation. 

In  submitting  this,  my  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  this 
county,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  ray  duties  have  been 
pleasant,  and  though  the  position  is  attended  by  constant  labor  and 
anxiety,  yet  I  have  enjoyed  the  work  of  the  year. 

In  closing  this  report  I  desire  to  say  that  my  sincere  thanks  are 
due  to  my  predecessor.  Prof.  J.  H.  Hughes,  for  suggestions  given  me 
in  my  official  duties,  to  the  directors,  teachers,  clergy,  editors  and 
citizens  for  their  hearty  co-operation,  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction,  from  which  T  have  received  counsel  and  assistance. 


.lUNIAT.A    (BOUNTY— I )cnnv    M.    Marshall 


The  work  done  in  our  schools  during  the  past  year  was  generally 
satisfactory,  notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  two  epidemics, 
measles  and  scarlet  fever.  The  former  contagious  disease  spread 
over  our  county  during  the  latter  part  of  the  term,  greatly  hindering 
the  efiiciency  of  the  schools. 

The  course  of  study  adopted  for  the  district  and  village  school>^ 
has  been  closely  followed  the  past  term  by  a  large  majority  of  our 
teachers.  From  my  own  personal  observations,  as  well  as  from  re 
ports  from  teachers.  1  can  report  that  the  "Berkey  Course  of  Study  " 
is  well  suited  for  ungraded  schools.  It  has  increased  interest  in 
school  work  on  the  part  of  teachers,  pupils  and  parents,  and  thus 
increased  nKcndancc  upon  \W  pari  of  pupils.  Teachers  in  working 
in  harmon>-  with  the  cnnrsc  of  stndA   have  pftV-rtcd  hottci'  clnssifira 
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tiou,  so  we  tiiid  more  ol  tlie  i)ii])ils  studying  all  tlie  biauclies  aud  the 
little  folks  interested  in  profitable  work.  A  few  teachers  are  op 
posed  to  this  revival  in  the  work  of  our  ungraded  schools,  but  they  are 
the  few  who  are  dead  to  any  and  all  progress  and  are  kept  in  the  pro 
fession  through  sympathy  or  some  other  improper  motive.  Yet  the 
plan  has  been  a  success  largely  through  the  skillful  efforts  of  our 
progressive  teachers. 

When  the  increase  of  State  appropriation  was  first  received  in 
Juniata,  two  ways  of  applying  it  were  suggested  to  the  different 
boards — that  of  bettering  the  condition  of  the  schools  by  lengthening 
the  term,  increasing  salaries  to  secure  better  teachers,  etc.,  or  to  apply 
it  in  reducing  taxes.  The  directors  of  our  boroughs  never  lost  sight 
of  the  true  end  in  view  of  the  increased  State  aid,  and  have  adopted 
the  former.  They  are  giving  the  children  the  advantage  of  an  eight 
months  term,  with  a  sufficient  salarj^  to  command  teachers  who  are 
in  every  way  capable  of  moulding  the  characters  and  awakening  and 
directing  thought  along  proper  lines  in  their  pupils.  These  directors 
are  giving  the  children  that  which  is  more  enduring  than  granite  and 
of  infinitively  more  value  than  gold.  While  in  too  many  of  the  rural 
districts  directors  have  adopted  the  latter  and  thus  are  depriving  the 
children  of  educational  advantages  which  of  right  belongs  to  them. 

The  increased  school  population  in  Fayette  necessitated  the  build 
ing  of  an  additional  house.  The  directors  aimed  to  locate  the  new 
house  so  as  to  relieve  the  overcrowded  schools.  In  this  they  par 
tially  succeeded.  The  house  is  a  neat  frame  building,  is  supplied 
with  suitable  furniture  and  slate  blackboard. 

The  plan  of  recommending  and  adopting  a  course  of  study  for  the 
teachers  has  proved  beneficial  and  was  again  carried  out.  The  fol- 
lowing books  were  adopted:  T*ainter's  History  of  Education  and 
Halleck's  Psychology. 

Our  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  Mifflintown,  November 
23-27.  During  the  day  sessions  instruction  was  given  by  Drs.  N.  C. 
Schaefifer,  Geo.  W.  Hull,  Profs.  Wallace  P.  Dick,  F.  H.  Green,  Geo. 
W.  Twitmyer,  W.  W.  Deatrick  and  W.  Frank  Beck,  M.  D.  Evening 
lectures  were  delivered  by  Profs.  F.  H.  Green,  W.  J.  Clarke  and  Rev. 
A.  N.  Raven;  an  elocutionary  entertainment  by  Prof.  R.  L.  Cumnock, 
and  a  musical  entertainment  by  the  Swedish  Grand  Concert  Com 
pany.  The  institute  was  a  success  in  attendance,  interest  and  in 
struction. 

Seven  local  institutes  were  held  at  jioints  convenient  for  all  the 
teachers  in  the  county.  Our  teachers  manifest  a  great  interest  in 
these  meetings  by  coming  fully  ])repared  to  perform  the  duties  as- 
signed them. 

I  feel  grateful  and  hereby  tender  my  thanks  to  all  who  have  contrib 
uted  to  the  ndvancenient  of  education  in  our  <ountv 
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LACKAWANNA   COUNTY— J.  C.  Tavlor. 


1  have  tile  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  schools  of 
Lackawanna  county  for  the  year  ending  June,  1897. 

Never  since  this  county  was  organized  in  1878  have  the  schools 
had  so  much  to  contend  against  as  during  the  past  year.  Diphtheria, 
scarlet  fever,  measles  and  other  contagious  diseases  prevailed  in  sev- 
eral districts  to  such  extent  as  to  force  teachers  to  close  schools  for 
want  of  scholars.  These  diseases  continued  for  over  three  months, 
reducing  the  attendance  greatly.  This  condition  prevailed  chiefly 
during  December,  Januar^^  and  February.  Although  badly  broken 
up,  our  schools  recovered  from  the  shock  and  closed  the  year  with 
the  usual  attendance.  The  lost  time  could  not  be  entirely  made  up. 
Aside  from  the  unavoidable  results  of  so  much  sickness,  our  schools 
were  successful  in  their  work. 

County  Examinations. 

Owing  to  the  increased  number  of  candidates  applying  for  admis- 
sion to  the  final  examination,  it  was  necessary  to  divide  the  class. 
Instead  of  holding  a  single  examination  in  Scranton,  as  in  former 
years,  final  examinations  were  held  in  Moscow,  Waverly,  Olyphant, 
Taylor  and  Archbald.  Out  of  ninety-eight  candidates  examined 
sixt.y-six  passed  these  examinations.  Fifteen  of  those  who  passed 
in  common  branches  last  year  took  examinations  this  year  in  algebra, 
civil  government,  general  history,  physical  geography  and  rhetoric. 
We  shall  continue  to  use  the  revised  Illinois  course  of  study  this  year. 
Much  better  results  are  obtained,  especially  in  ungraded  schools  than 
under  the  former  go-as-you-please  plan. 

•  Buildings. 

Ten  new  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  including 
the  excellent  six  room  structure  in  South  Abington,  mentioned  in 
last  report  as  nearly  completed.  Carbondale  township  built  an  ex- 
cellent one  room  house,  one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  Olyphant, 
Winton  and  Taylor  each  erected  a  good  two  room  building.  Fell  has 
built  two  houses  of  two  rooms  each,  one  takes  the  place  of  a  building 
consumed  by  fire  last  winter.  Waverly  has  erected  a  very  good  and 
well  planned  graded  school  building  containing  three  school  rooms, 
a  recitation  room,  cloak  rooms,  etc.     This  is  really  a  Tiiodel  hnilding. 


'T    "21 


Old  Forge  High  School  Building,  Laciiawanna  County. 
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Old  Foigc  LowusLiip  has  ueail>  completed  a  very  haudsome  and  lom- 
modious  high  school  building,  containing  eight  school  rooms,  a  large 
auditorium,  library,  directors'  room,  cloak  closets,  etc.,  at  a  total  cost 
of  about  |20,()00  (twenty  thousand  dollars).  This  house  is  heated 
and  ventilated  by  the  Smead  system  and  is  equipped  with  electric 
bells  and  speaking  tubes,  which  enable  the  principal  to  converse  with 
any  teacher  in  the  building  without  leaving  his  room.  This  is  now 
the  best  building  in  the  county  outside  of  the  city  of  Scranton.  The 
directors  have  overcome  many  obstacles,  including  an  injunction 
served  while  the  building  was  being  erected,  and  they  deserve  great 
credit  for  their  work.  The  members  of  the  board  which  planned  this 
building  were  Wm.  Repp,  John  Cooke,  Henry  Russell,  Samuel  Baker, 
John  Carroll  and  A.  H.  Van  Carapen.  This  elegant  school  home  for 
the  children  of  Old  Forge  township  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  far 
seeing  wisdom  of  these  gentlemen  and  to  their  faithful  service  to 
their  district.  All  but  tw^o  of  the  ten  buildings  are  properly  heated 
and  ventilated,  and  all  are  well  lighted  and  furnished  with  single 
desks  and  slate  blackboards. 

Libraries. 

Nearly  all  of  our  graded  schools  are  equipped  \\ith  libraries  of 
from  fifty  to  five  hundred  volumes.  These  collections  are  growing 
steadily.  During  the  past  jeav  five  new  libraries  were  founded  in 
district  schools.  The  money  was  collected  bj'  school  entertainments. 
The  credit  for  this  work  belongs  to  Misses  Nora  J.  Finch.  Dora  Huth 
maker,  Edith  Masters.  May  Odell  and  Adelia  Stanton. 

Arbor  Day. 

In  answer  to  a  circular  letter  sent  out  in  April,  twenty-eight  teach- 
ers reported  over  three  hundred  trees  planted,  grounds  cleared, 
shrubs  and  roses  set  and  flower  beds  made. 

County  Institute. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  in  October.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  R.  Heber  Holbrook,  Prof.  J.  W.  Redway,  Supt.  James  M.  Cough- 
lin,  Dr.  Mara  L.  Pratt,  Prof.  Geo.  P.  Bible,  and  Prof.  H.  E.  Cogswell. 
The  leading  topics  were  pedagogy,  child  study,  geography,  language, 
history  and  vocal  music.  The  evening  entertainments  were  a  picture 
play,  ''Miss  Jerry,"  by  Alexander  Black,  and  a  literary  entertainment 
by  Prof.  Byron  W.  King. 

Directors'  Association. 

In  connection  with  the  institute  was  held  on  Thursday,  October 
l.""»th,  the  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  directors'  association.     S«'v 
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eiity-six  diit^cturs  vveiL-  preseiil.  'Vht-  Uiii'clois  vvurf  addiesseil  by  Dr. 
Holbi'ook  on  "The  Value  of  rrotVssioual  Training;"  by  Supt.  CougL 
lln  on  "New  Laws,"  and  by  Prof.  Bible  on  "The  Kelation  of  Normal 
Schools  to  Common  Schools."  "How  Should  Teachers'  Salaries  In- 
Graded?"  was  discussed  by  directors  D.  H.  Moses,  \A  in.  H.  Morgan, 
and  James  J.  O'Malley.  "How  should  the  State  Appropriation  be 
Distributed?"  was  discussed  by  directors  Wm.  Repp,  S.  B.  Wage  and 
John  L.  Stone.  President  John  W.  Cure  made  a  verbal  report  of  his 
visit  to  the  State  Directors'  Association,  held  in  Harrisburg  last 
winter,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  the  newly  elected  officers  was 
appointed  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  State  association.  This 
committee,  Wm.  Repp,  James  J.  O'Malley,  John  P.  Moore  and  Frank 
I>.  Carr  afterward  attended  the  State  association  as  directed. 

Local  Institutes. 

Local  teachcis"  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  at  Maytield, 
('lark's  Summit,  Archbald,  Fell,  Dalton,  Carbondale,  Jermyu,  Green 
field,  Elmhurst,  Moscow,  Moosic  and  Olyphant.  The  county  superin- 
tendent was  present  at  each  of  these  meetings. 

(Jonclusiou. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  county  is  steadily  advancing  in  educational 
affairs.  Terms  are  as  long  or  longei-  (except  in  two  districts),  sal- 
aries are  rising,  teachers  are  becoming  better  qualified,  buildings 
are  better  built  and  cared  for  than  in  former  years. 

Benton,  the  only  district  where  teachers  boarded  arixiud,  abolished 
this  custom  this  year  and  raised  teachers'  salaries. 

My  thanks  are  hereby  tendered  to  directors,  citizens,  teachers  and 
representatives  of  the  public  press  for  tluMr  constant  and  cordial  sup 
port  in  this  educational  work. 


L.ANO.ASTRK  COUNTY  — .M.  .1.  Mrechl 


In  view  of  the  general  shrinkage  of  values  and  the  extraordinary 
disturbance  of  economic  conditions  over  the  country,  the  schools  of 
the  county  enjoyed  a  comparatively  prosperous  year.  There  was 
only  the  slightest  cutting  of  salary  and  that  only  in  a  few  distriots. 
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aiid  uu  irdiirlinii  aii^  s\  hei'e  iii  the  length  of  the  ti'iiii.  School  toudi 
tions  were  encouraging.  The  enrollment  of  children  was  large,  theii 
attendance  regnlai',  teachers  were  enthusiastic  in  their  work,  ma 
terials  supplied  were  sufficient  in  quantity  and  adapted  to  the  gradi 
of  school  and  kind  of  work  to  be  done,  and  the  physical  conditions 
of  the  school  room  and  school  premises  were  given  closer  personal 
inspection  by  teacher  and  director.  In  various  districts  houses  were 
built,  yards  enlarged,  new  heaters  introduced,  trees  planted  and 
grounds  enclosed  in  neat,  durable  fences,  old  buildings  put  in  garb 
of  fresh  paint,  and  new  desks  and  window  shades  furnished.  In  the 
borough  of  Akron  a  two  story,  four  room  brick  building  was  erected 
that  ranks  in  architectural  design  and  finish  among  the  finest  school 
houses  of  that  size  in  the  State.  The  house  is  a  modern  structure, 
spacious  and  convenient  in  its  interior  arrangements  and  admirably 
adapted  to  its  purpose.  It  stands  upon  a  fine  site  in  the  central  part 
of  the  town  and  upon  an  eminence  where  it  commands  a  full  view  of 
the  broad  and  beautiful  valley  of  the  Cocalico,  a  scope  of  country 
that  presents  to  the  eye  a  panorama  of  surpassing  beauty. 

An  event  of  some  notoriety  in  local  school  circles  was  a  visit  from 
the  itinerant  map  agent.  He  came  among  our  people  carrying  a  free 
lance.  In  spite  of  the  competition  of  home  agents  and  their  liberal 
discount  of  prices,  he  seemed  to  have  a  monopoly  of  the  business. 
Maps  superior  in  finish  and  lower  in  price  were  refused  by  some  dis- 
tricts earlier  in  the  season,  because  of  the  stress  of  the  times,  and 
yet  a  few  months  later,  with  no  change  in  the  stress  of  the  times, 
some  of  these  very  districts  seemed  to  melt  under  the  masterful 
touch  of  this  eloquent  stranger  as  it  would  appear  by  giving  him  an 
order  for  a  full  set  of  maps,  $35.00  per  set,  for  each  school  in  the 
township.  Of  course  his  persuasive  manner  did  not  win  in  all  dis 
tricts,  but  he  sold  in  enough  to  take  over  four  thousand  dollars  out 
of  the  county. 

His  methods  were  peculiarly  his  own.  In  one  respect  he  was  a 
rival  of  the  wise  man  in  the  tale  of  the  bramble  bush.  If  occasion 
demanded  it  he  could  jump  into  a  bramble  bush  and  scratch  out  both 
his  eyes  and  in  the  next  breath  he  could  jump  into  another  bush  and 
scratch  them  in  again.  He  boasted  that  he  could  throw  the  same 
spell  of  witchery  over  his  patrons.  His  success  would  almost  war 
rant  one  to  believe  in  his  boast.  Where  prejudice  and  half  truths 
served  his  purpose  best  there  he  would  appeal  to  prejudice,  where 
township  pride  would  further  his  end  he  would  woo  the  "green  eyed 
god,"  where  the  individual  director  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  a 
progressive  school  man  he  would  open  his  battery  of  blandishments 
upon  him,  where  a  township  would  file  exceptions  to  the  extravagant 
price  of  his  maps  he  would  pacify  the  opposition  by  making  a  liberal 
discount  and  throwing  in  a  map  gratis,  where  ij  wrtnld  be  necessary 
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to  couvinte  the  purchaser  that  his  map  gives  the  latest  boundary 
or  discovery,  he  would  leave  the  impression  that  all  the  changes  made 
recently  upon  the  surface  of  the  globe  by  floods  and  earthquakes  and 
boards  of  international  arbitration,  were  found  in  full  detail  upon  his 
maps  and  nowhere  else. 

He  could  play  upon  a  harp  of  a  thousand  strings.  He  could  plow, 
he  could  pitch  hay,  he  could  pin  the  paper  bonnets  on  the  grape 
bunch,  discuss  the  details  of  tobacco  culture,  tell  a  story  of  course, 
and  play  with  reminiscences  like  a  bo}'  plays  with  a  long  kite  string. 
Yet  in  the  face  of  all  these  resources  upon  which  he  drew  as  occa- 
sion suggested,  his  canvass  shows  that  the  string  upon  which  he 
played  chiefly  to  make  his  sales  was  not  the  character  of  the  maps  but 
the  merits  of  a  patent  rotating  cj'linder  to  which  the  maps  were  at- 
tached, and  from  which  each  map  could  be  opened  and  closed  with- 
out disturbing  the  others.  Many  of  our  teachers  were  opposed  to 
the  maps  and  the  ^'Yankee  patent,"  but  so  persistent  and  eloquent 
was  this  knight  of  the  ingenious  cylinder  that  directors  in  some  of 
our  most  conservative  districts  lost  their  heads  and  would  place  an 
order  with  him  for  several  hundred  dollars  before  the  ingratiating 
individual  would  shake  the  dust  of  the  township  from  his  heels  and 
depart  for  new  fields  of  conquest. 

The  maps  in  question  are  rather  small  in  size,  cheaply  gotten  up, 
inferior  in  finish  and  color  and  should  be  bought  for  at  least  40  per 
cent,  of  the  price  paid  for  them.  The  case  and  cylinder  in  which  they 
are  placed  is  quite  a  complex  piece  of  work  and  so  delicately  adjusted 
that,  as  was  shown  in  some  schools  during  the  term,  the  machinery 
will  not  stand  the  wear  and  tear  of  ordinary  service.  The  whole 
affair  looks  very  like  a  case  where  directors  *'paid  too  dear  for  their 
whistle." 

The  question  of  the  "school  library"  touches  upon  a  subject  that 
should  lie  very  near  the  heart  of  every  one  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  childhood.  Our  schools  have  not  neglected  this  line  of  education. 
Through  special  efforts  put  forth  by  them  in  the  matter,  the  public 
school  library  has  been  slowly  gaining  ground  in  the  county.  This 
is  true  to  the  extent  that  to-day  half,  if  not  a  majority,  of  our 
schools  own  a  small  library  of  standard  and  juvenile  literature.  The 
total  number  of  volumes  in  school  libraries  of  the  whole  county  is 
about  twelve  thousand.  At  first  the  books  were  obtained  chiefly 
through  individual  contribution  or  subscription;  later  revenue  was 
obtained  from  admission  fees  of  public  entertainments  held  by  indi 
vidual  schools. 

The  initial  movement  to  found  a  library  in  our  rural  schools  was 
made  some  fifteen  years  ago.  A  few  of  the  boroughs  have  had  a  good 
working  library  or  the  nucleus  of  one  for  the  last  twenty-five  years. 
Not  so  the  countrv  district.     When  the  rural  school  took  hold  of  the 
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work  of  formiug  a  library  for  itself  it  began  in  a  small  and  feeble 
way.  Only  a  few  books  were  procured  at  a  time.  Books  were 
donated  upon  a  limited  scale.  Money  was  frequently  obtained  by 
subscription  from  a  few  public  spirited,  large  hearted  patrons  who 
felt  that  the  inspiration  of  a  good  book  would  make  the  lessons  of  the 
text-book  reach  farther  into  the  future  life  of  the  pupils.  The  ''spell- 
ing bee"  was  another  source  of  revenue.  Through  its  agency  the 
greater  oumber  of  libraries  were  formed.  Outside  of  dictionaries 
and  Champlin's  cyclopedia  no  funds  of  the  districts  have  been  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  library  books.  But  nearly  all  townships  have  been 
gcuiM-ous  enough  to  furnish  a  bookcase  where  a  library  had  been 
st.ii  ■<  d  or  where  evidence  was  given  of  an  earnest  effort  to  start  one. 
The  size  of  our  libraries,  as  one  would  naturally  suppose,  varies 
greatly.  In  some  schools  there  are  perhaps  not  over  ten  or  a  dozen 
copies  to  be  found,  while  in  others  there  are  upwards  of  several  hun- 
dred. In  none  of  them  is  to  be  found  "the  best  one  hundred  books." 
Six  years  ago  the  teachers  were  asked  to  count  books  in  stock  and 
report  the  number  upon  their  county  institute  enrollment  card,  which 
was  sent  to  them  some  ten  days  before  the  institute  met.  The  report 
showed  over  eight  thousand  books  on  hand.  Since  then  enough  vol- 
umes have  been  added  to  make  twelve  thousand  a  safe  estimate. 

The  books  on  hand  treat  upon  a  variety  of  subjects.  Care  was 
taken  to  select  safe,  clean  reading  suited  to  the  comprehension  and 
age  of  the  pupils.  Naturally  not  always  the  best  books  may  have 
been  chosen.  Yet  upon  the  whole  it  is  surprising  what  an  excellent 
line  of  reading  was  selected.  The  teacher  would  scan  publishers' 
lists  and  book  reviews  closely  and  would  seek  conference  with  per- 
sons who  had  a  very  fair  acquaintance  with  books  in  order  to  get  the 
best  list  and  the  safest  books.  Asa  result  in  spite  of  the  long  drawn 
out  ijeriod  during  which  the  work  was  carried  on,  and  the  various 
teachers  who  were  associated  in  extending  the  list  of  books,  the  pupils 
have  access  to  a  creditable  and  salutary  line  of  literature  to  supple- 
ment the  letter  and  spirit  of  their  text-books. 

Reading  a  strong,  clean  book  is  in  itself  an  education.  Some  pupils 
read  books  of  that  kind  of  their  own  accord,  others  must  be  taught 
to  read  them.  A  library  within  reach  of  the  learner  where  he  can 
browse  a  little  now  and  then  as  opportunity  offers  will  tend  to 
quicken  his  literary  instincts  and  prepare  him  to  look  at  things  and 
nature  with  a  more  appreciative  heart.  The  mere  presence  of  books 
will  help  to  make  readers.  Some  of  the  books  may  be  seldom  touched 
but  others  are  read  and  read  again.  That  has  been  our  experience. 
Books  like  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  "Black  Beauty/'  "Boyhood  Days  of 
Lincoln,"  "Little  Women,"  and  others  of  the  same  type  have  been 
thumbed  over  and  over  again.  There  is  a  fulness  and  wealth  of  life 
in  their  pages  that  the  child  intuitively  recognizes  as  belonging  to 
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rlie  lioble  auti  bt'aiitifnl  iuHueutt's  whiclj  wUeu  thev  are  permitted  to 
[•lay  upon  or  touch  the  soul,  make  men  and  womou  seek  diligently  for 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  in  their  daily  tasks. 

The  books  read  mostly  show  that  preference  is  given  to  stories,  in 
this  children  were  simply  true  to  their  natural  craving.  It  is  the 
unusual  child  or  the  child  who  has  had  unusual  mental  stimulus  that 
would  prefer  history,  science  and  the  solider  portions  of  literary 
composition.  I'pon  the  whole  the  general  reading  of  our  pupils 
may  be  very  limited  but  the  atmosphere  that  hangs  over  and  around 
the  library  has  brought  into  many  a  school  "The  Youth's  Companion," 
"The  School  Gazette,''  '"Our  Times,''  "Harper's  Round  Table,"  and 
kindred  publications,  all  of  which  are  read  to  greater  or  less  extent. 
It  may  seem  a  matter  of  little  moment  to  read  a  book  or  a  part  of  a 
book,  but  a  clean,  healthful  story,  an  incident  through  which  the 
current  of  a  useful  or  self-sacrificing  life  is  bounding,  a  w^ord  of  ad- 
vice radiant  with  the  atmosphere  of  a  good  home,  a  picture  of  the 
devotion  of  some  fond  mother  or  the  rugged  honesty  of  some  boy 
who  would  dare  to  do  right  in  the  hour  of  great  temptation,  will  leave 
an  impress  upon  the  young  growing  child  that  will  stimulate,  and  stir, 
and  sting  him  to  aspire  to  a  higher  plane  of  thought  and  feeling. 

Children  who  are  within  reach  of  a  good  book  in  school  life  are 
to  be  congratulated.  Then  the  plastic  spirit  of  childhood  may 
receive  such  an  impress  from  it  that  its  sovereign  spirit  will  be  upon 
the  children  through  manhood  and  womanhood  and  touch  almost  all 
that  is  best  in  them  and  their  future. 


L.WVRENCE  (M)IJNTV— Thomas  M.  Stewart. 


A  reasonable  degree  of  progress  has  been  made  along  educational 
lines  during  the  past  year.  While  all  has  not  been  accomplished  that 
may  have  been  expected  and  hoped  for,  substantial  gains  have  been 
made  and  the  results  show  a  healthful  and  encouraging  growth  in 
sentiment  which  promises  well  for  the  future. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  schools  were  in  operation  in  the 
county  last  year.  The  number  of  children  in  attendance  was  six 
thousand  live  hundred  and  forty.  There  were  ninety-one  men  and 
ninety-three  women  emploj^ed  as  teachers,  with  an  average  salary 
of  thirty-seven  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents  for  the  meii  and  thirty 
fdiii   dnlljirs  ;iim]  I  \\etit  v  eiglil   cents  fctr  the  wumen 
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Sumiiiaivv. 

The  amount  paid  for  leacliers'  wages  was  foityUve  thousaud  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  and  twelve  cents;  for  school  books 
three  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  sixty-two 
cents;  school  supplies  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
dollars  and  eighty-one  cents;  for  fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors, 
etc.,  twenty  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and  nine 
cents;  for  building,  repairing,  etc.,  sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-two  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents.  The  total  expenditures 
were  eighty-nine  thousand  and  twenty-five  dollars  and  ninety-five 
cents.  The  total  receipts  were  ninety-one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-six  dollars,  which  includes  the  State  appropriation  of  twenty 
nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  and  sixty  seven 
cents. 

The  average  number  of  months  taught  was  seven  and  eighteen 
hundredths.  One  district  had  an  annual  term  of  nine  months.  Four 
districts  had  an  annual  term  of  eight  months.  Sixteen  districts  had 
an  annual  term  of  seven  months.  Two  districts  had  an  anual  term  of 
six  and  three-fourths  months,  and  two  districts  had  an  annual  term 
of  six  months.  It  is  hoped  that  the  term  may  be  extended,  at  least  in 
the  four  districts  which  provided  less  than  seven  months  school  last 
year. 

Fifteen  public  examinations  were  held  and  two  hundred  and  eighty 
applicants  were  examined. 

All  the  schools  were  visited  once  and  a  number  of  them  were  visited 
the  second  time  by  the  superintendent,  making  in  all  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  visits. 

Local  Institutes. 

Local  institutes  under  the  direction  of  the  teachers  were  held  and 
were  attended  by  directors  and  patrons  of  the  schools  in  their  respect 
ive  districts.  It  is  an  admitted  fact  that  such  educational  meetings 
properly  conducted  are  of  great  benefit  to  the  cause  of  education  and 
that  no  better  agency  can  be  employed  for  awakening  an  interest  in 
behalf  of  the  public  schools. 

Annual  (Joiinty  Institulr. 

The  annual  county  institute,  which  was  held  in  the  city  of  New 
Castle,  October  12-16,  was  a  pronounced  success.  The  county  and 
city  united  in  holding  a  joint  institute  and  the  result,  as  shown  by 
the  attendance  and  interest,  proved  to  be  entirely  satisfactory.  AD 
the  teachers  were  present  except  two.  whose  absence  was  unavciid 
able. 

The  [trinfipal  insi  iiictois  wtTc  l>r.  N.  C  SrhjietTf  i .  Sii|M'iifitond»iit 
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of  Public  Instruction;  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  Superintendent; 
Hon.  O.  T.  Corson,  State  school  commissioner  of  Ohio;  Dr.  D.  J. 
Waller,  Jr.,  principal  of  the  State  normal  school  at  Indiana,  Pa.;  Dr. 
M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  of  Philadelphia;  Dr.  A.  E.  Maltby,  principal  of  the 
State  normal  school  at  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.,  and  Supt.  J.  W.  Canon,  of 
New  Castle, 

Prof.  A.  J.  Davis,  of  the  Clarion  State  normal  school ;  Dr.  R.  J.  Fer- 
guson, president  of  Westminster  College,  and  Dr.  J.  M.  Mealy  ad- 
dressed the  institute. 

The  music  was  in  charge  of  Prof.  W.  H.  Young,  of  the  city  schools. 
He  was  ably  assisted  by  local  talent  and  the  music  was  a  successful 
feature  of  the  institute. 

The  school  directors  and  citizens  met  in  the  opera  house  on  the 
afternoon  of  Thursda.y  and  were  addressed  by  ex-Supt.  of  Public  In- 
struction, Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.;  School  Commissioner  Corson,  of  Ohio; 
Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Deputy 
State  Superintendent  John  Q.  Stewart.  Evening  lectures  were  given 
by  Dr.  Schaeffer,  Deputy  State  Superintendent  Houck,  Commissioner 
Corson  and  Judge  Alfred  Ellison,  and  a  musical  entertainment  by  the 
Torbett  Concert  Company. 

The  instruction  was  practical  and  helpful  and  was  of  a  high  order 
of  merit.  The  attention  given  and  interest  manifested  were  good 
from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the  sessions.  The  good  impres- 
sions made,  the  beneficial  effects  produced  and  the  influence  exerted 
were  apparent  in  every  school  represented. 

The  method  of  recording  the  attendance  of  teachers  at  the  institute 
is  worthy  of  special  mention  in  this  connection.  A  card  was  i^re- 
pared  and  handed  to  each  member  when  enrolled,containing  a  printed 
certificate,  upon  which  the  attendance  at  the  different  sessions  was 
to  be  noted  and  certified  by  the  holder  at  the  close  of  the  institute. 
The  teachers  were  thus  placed  upon  their  honor  without  any  offensive 
and  unnecessary  surveillance  on  the  part  of  any  person  and  the  record 
of  attendance,  punctuality  and  regularity,  individually  and  collect- 
ively, on  the  part  of  the  teachers  proved  to  be  entirely  satisfactory 
without  a  single  exception.  This  plan,  which  is  cordially  approved 
and  recommended,  will  be  continued. 

School  Houses. 

It  is  a  gratifying  evidence  of  an  awakened  interest  in  education 
to  note  the  improved  condition  of  school  buildings;  while  this  im 
provement  is  not  as  marked  as  it  should  be,  there  is  apparently  a 
wholesome  tendency  in  the  right  direction.  The  work  of  education 
is  greatly  facilitated  in  the  atmosphere  of  a  good  school  house,  so  sit- 
uated as  to  be  most  inviting  in  its  location  and  attracive  in  its  ap 
pointments  and  surroundings.  The  health  and  comfort  of  the  chil 
(hen  in  attendance  upon  the  public  schools  are  dependent  in  a  great 
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measure  upon  the  character  of  the  accommodations  which  are  pro 
vided  for  them  by  the  school  boards.  The  sanitary  conditions,  so 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  schools,  are  of  vital  importance  to  the 
children  and  are  worthy  of  the  closest  attention  and  most  vigilant 
oversight  on  the  part  of  the  directors. 

A  substantial  and  commodious  school  house  was  erected  by  the 
Ellwood  City  borough  school  board.  The  new  building  was  dedi 
cated  with  appropriate  exercises  on  February  22d,  1897.  The  direct- 
ors, as  well  as  the  patrons  of  the  schools,  are  deserving  of  commenda- 
tion for  their  good  work  in  behalf  of  the  schools  and  children  of  the 
district.  This  conspicuous  example  of  enterprise  and  progress  is 
worthy  of  emulation. 

Charts,  Maps  and  Apparatus. 

The  purchase  of  worthless  charts,  maps  and  useless  apparatus  for 
the  schools,  at  exorbitant  prices,  has  been  a  cause  for  complaint  in 
some  districts  and  directors  have  been  repeatedly  urged  not  to  be 
come  a  party  to  such  costly  transactions.  Fortunately,  there  is  now 
but  little  cause  for  complaint  in  this  matter  as  such  unwarranted 
extravagance  is  not  in  favor  with  school  boards.  More  attention 
can  be  given  with  profit  to  the  purchase  of  useful  books  of  reference 
and  to  the  establishment  of  libraries  for  the  schools.  The  funds 
expended  in  this  way  will  bring  a  good  return  to  the  district. 

Visitation  of  Schools. 

The  pupils  and  teachers  were  encouraged  in  their  work  in  some  dis- 
tricts by  occasional  visits  from  parents  and  directors.  The  visita- 
tion by  parents  and  others  who  are  interested  in  the  children  might 
become  more  general  with  profit  to  the  schools.  Such  visits  judi- 
ciously made  will  always  be  cordially  welcomed  by  the  teachers  and 
will  be  mutually  helpful  to  all  parties  concerned. 

Teachers. 

The  teaching  force  as  a  whole  proved  to  be  fairly  satisfactory  and 
the  services  rendered  were  generally  acceptable.  Teachers  are  show- 
ing a  disiposition  to  improve  themselves  and  in  most  cases  were  atten- 
tive to  their  duties.  The  standard  of  qualifications  can  be  steadily 
advanced  by  the  teachers  if  they  wall  make  an  earnest  effort  to  ac 
quire  teaching  skill  as  well  as  scholarship,  which  will  add  to  their 
professional  attainments  and  increase  their  usefulness. 

The  teacher  is  recognized  on  every  hand  as  the  most  potent  factor 
in  education.  His  work  when  properly  done  and  his  influence  when 
rightly  directed  are  invaluable  in  the  school  nnd  home  ns  well  ns  in 
the  conimunitv  where  he  labors. 
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If  a  leaclin  ba:?  uul  Ikh-ii  aided  and  stiiuiilait'd  l),\  lli^^  own  t'lloits 
to  achieve  better  results  from  daj  to  day  be  will  fail  (o  awakeu,  in 
the  minds  of  his  pupils,  that  normal  activity  which  is  essential  to  the 
development  of  the  higher  aspirations  of  the  young,  and  which  event 
ually  results  in  good  citizenship  and  in  the  fonnntiou  of  good  char 
acter. 

To  be  successful,  therefore,  in  the  broadest  sense  teachers  must 
have  an  intelligent  comprehension  of  the  nature  and  scope  of  their 
work  and  a  true  conception  of  the  character  and  functions  of  their 
office.  They  must  have  a  clear  perception  of  the  ends  to  be  accom- 
plished and  must  put  conscience  and  spirit  as  well  as  thought  and 
effort  into  their  work.  Without  these  they  will  fail  to  stimulate  and 
elevate  to  useful  manhood  and  womanhood  the  boys  and  girls  who  are 
placed  in  their  charge. 

Higher'  Institutions  of  Leai'ning. 

The  (State  normal  schools  in  this  section  are  liberally  patronized  by 
our  teachers.  Westminster  College,  at  New  Wilmington,  which  is 
a  well  known  educational  institution,  is  maintaining  a  high  educa 
tional  standard.  A'olant  is  attracting  a  goodly  number  of  student 
teachers  and  is  doing  good  work.  Rose  Point  Academy,  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  county,  has  had  a  fair  attendance.  The  opportunities 
thus  afforded  and  this  spirit  of  improvement  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers  are  producing  good  results  in  our  public  schools. 

Directors. 

Directors   are   giving   more  serious   consideration    to    the   things 
which  concern  the  welfare  of  the  children  and  they  are  becoming 
more  thoughtful  and  discriminating  in  the  administration  of  the 
school  affairs  of  the  district.     Membership  in  a  school  board  is  mag 
nified  by  the  holder  of  the  office  as  it  should  be  when  he  fully  com 
prehends  the  responsibilities  he  has  assumed  in  accepting  the  posi 
tion,  and  the  possibilities  for  good  which  are  his,  are  without  limi 
tation,  when  the  duties  of  the  oflSce  are  performed  in  a  faithful  and 
conscientious  manner.     The  greatest  care  should,  therefore,  be  exer 
••ised  by  the  people  in  the  selection  of  directors  on  whom  such  power 
is  conferred  by  the  laws  governing  the  school  system.     Directors  who 
are  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the  schools,  persons  of  good  judgment, 
earnest,  intelligent,  capable,  progressive  and  faithful  to  duty,  are  of 
priceless  worth  to  the  district.     The  services  of  such  men  as  mem 
bers  of  boards  are  indispensable  and  a  district  is  greatly  favored  when 
represented  by  surh  porsons  in  this  napacity 
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TLe  iM'wspaptis  ut  tilt-  loiinty  are  a  helptul  ageuiy  iu  diaseiuiuatmg 
educational  intelligence  and  are  doing  much  to  promote  a  growing 
sentiment  in  favor  of  longer  terms  throughout  the  county  and  better 
remuneration  for  the  teachers.  Much  good  can  be  accomplished  by  the 
timely  and  valuable  assistance  of  the  press  in  emphasizing  the  great 
importance  of  the  public  schools.  The  co-operation  of  the  newspa- 
pers as  a  factor  in  the  work  of  education  is  welcomed  and  commended. 

State  Teachers'  Association. 

The  county  was  favored  by  the  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Teachers'  Association  in  New  Castle,  June  29th,  30th,  and  July  1st, 
1897.  The  total  membership  was  four  hundred  and  twenty-four,  of 
which  three  hundred  and  two  are  credited  to  Lawrence  county.  The 
local  enrollment  exceeded  that  of  any  other  county  in  the  State  in 
which  the  meetings  were  held  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  asso 
elation.  The  only  exception  is  in  the  case  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
which  had  a  local  enrollment,  in  the  year  1872,  of  over  four  hundred 
members.  Our  citizens  and  teachers  honored  themselves  by  the  ex- 
cellent re<-ord  made  in  this  particular. 
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The  work  of  another  school  year  is  completed,  and  its  results  will 
follow  in  their  own  time.  To  what  extent  the  lessons  that  have  been 
taught  will  help  to  make  men  and  women  of  the  boys  and  girls  the 
future  alone  can  tell.  Let  us  hope  that  much  good  seed  has  been 
sowed,  and  that  all  of  it  has  fallen  upon  fruitful  soil,  and  that  in  due 
time  there  will  be  an  abundant  harvest.  While  no  great  changes 
have  occurred  during  the  past  year  it  can  conscientiously  be  asserted 
that  there  are  evidences  of  a  gradual  and  substantial  growth. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  business  depression  Cornwall  dis- 
trict extended  the  term  one  month,  now  making  it  ten  months,  while 
in  all  the  other  districts  excepting  one  the  terms  of  the  former  year 
were  continued.  In  four  of  our  districts  the  term  continues  to  be 
six  months.  Why  is  this  so?  Are  those  districts  poverty  stricken? 
No.     With  the  liberal  Mssistance  the  State  renders,  thev  could  with 
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out  burdening  the  taxpayers  have  at  least  an  additional  month.  Are 
the  directors  of  these  districts  men  who  are  luke  warm  toward  the 
cause  of  popular  education?  Does  the  fault  lie  with  them?  No. 
There  are  members  in  the  boards  of  these  districts  who,  if  they  re- 
vealed their  true  inner  feelings  to  me,  would  cheerfully  extend  the 
school  term.  They  hesitate  in  their  actions  because  they  fear  that  an 
extension  of  the  school  term  would  not  be  permanent.  At  succeed- 
ing elections  only  men  who  would  pledge  themselves  to  support  a  six 
months  term  could  be  elected.  The  fault,  therefore,  lies  with  the  peo- 
ple, thus  showing  that  the  schools  of  a  community  are  what  that  com- 
munity desires  them  to  be.  Hence  it  follows  that  the  moulding  of  the 
educational  sentiment  of  a  community  is  very  important.  Consid- 
ering the  length  of  the  school  term  these  districts  show  as  good  re- 
sults in  their  work  as  are  found  in  the  districts  having  longer  terms. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  in  most  instances  carried  into 
effect.  Education  in  its  relation  to  the  public  welfare  must  be  viewed 
in  the  same  light  as  are  matters  which  concern  the  public  health  or 
even  the  convenience  of  the  people  at  large.  The  theory  of  the  free- 
dom of  the  individual  and  the  sacredness  of  personal  rights  have  no 
strength  when  placed  in  opposition  to  regulations  which  should  be 
enforced  to  guard  the  community  against  the  contagion  of  disease 
or  the  contamination  of  vice.  If  education  in  its  relation  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  a  community  be  viewed  in  such  a  light,  and  if  the 
safety  and  the  preservation  of  our  republic  with  her  free  institutions 
are  dependent  upon  the  character  and  the  intelligence  of  its  citizens, 
and  if  education  is  the  birthright  of  every  child  whose  home  is  be- 
neath the  protecting  folds  of  our  nation's  flag,  then  no  one  can  fail  to 
recognize  the  justification  of  the  State  in  saying  that  all  children 
must  be  educated. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  every  district  excepting  two.  They 
were  usually  well  attended,  not  only  by  the  teachers  but  also  by  the 
citizens  of  the  district  or  districts  in  which  they  were  held.  The 
directors  of  a  few  districts  met  with  the  teachers  and  took  part  in  the 
various  discussions.  I  attended  one  institute  in  every  district  ex- 
cepting one,  and  can  bear  testimony  to  the  excellent  work  done  at 
these  gatherings  by  the  teachers.  Teachers'  meetings  and  local  in- 
stitutes are  growing  in  popularity  and  the  districts  in  which  they  are 
not  held  are  considered  non-progressive.  There  is  no  other  factor 
greater  than  the  local  institute,  if  properly  conducted,  by  which  a 
community  can  be  aroused  in  educational  sentiment.  The  county 
institute,  although  it  fell  below  the  standard  of  excellence  attained 
by  some  former  institutes,  was  a  success. 

We  have  had  during  the  past  year  a  larger  number  of  professionally 
trained  teachers  than  ever.  Fifty-one  of  our  two  hundred  and  twelve 
teachers  are  normal  school  graduates.     Tn  1888,  of  the  one  hundred 


No.  5.  LEBANON  COUNTY.  91 

and  ninety  teachers  then  employed,  only  fourteen  were  normal  school 
graduates.  While  the  number  of  professional  and  permanent  certifi- 
cate teachers  did  not  inciease  in  as  great  a  proportion,  we  have  to-day 
quite  many  more  of  this  class  than  we  had  nine  years  ago,  leaving 
now  many  less  schools  in  the  hands  of  the  provisional  certificate 
teachers  than  then. 

The  importance  of  employing  none  other  than  truly  competent 
teachers  is  so  great  that  it  must  forever  be  kept  before  the  minds  of 
those  into  whose  hands  is  given  the  power  to  hire  teachers.  And 
strange  as  the  fact  is,  nevertheless  it  is  true,  that  many  directors  fail 
to  recognize  what  really  true  teaching  is.  I  saw  school  .rooms  in 
which  the  children  turned,  rose,  stood  and  marched  at  the  signal  of 
a  bell,  where  the  turning,  rising,  standing  and  marching  were  so  em- 
phasized that  all  purpose  of  these  actions  ended  in  the  doing.  The 
children  recited  in  the  exact  language  of  the  text-book.  When  a 
pupil  slipped  into  the  error  of  answering  in  the  fullness  of  his  own 
language  and  of  his  own  mind,  the  teacher  would  say  ''No,  that  is  not 
what  I  w^ant.  Mary  you  may  recite."  Mary  is  able  to  bring  to 
light  that  which  is  in  the  teacher's  mind.  Her  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject is  also  what  the  text-book  says,  and  the  other  child  who  did  not 
quite  understand  the  process,  saw  a  credit  mark  placed  on  Mary's 
record.  I  thought  to  myself,  ere  long  you  will  learn  to  talk  from  the 
fulness  of  your  teacher's  mind  and  from  the  emptiness  oi  your  own, 
because  such  a  system  of  teaching  will  soon  develop  that  power  for 
you.  The  copy  books  were  neat  and  clean.  The  order  was  equiva 
lent  to  grave  yard  silence  and  every  director  said  "This  is  a  good 
school." 

In  this  school  the  pupil  who  could  remember  words  without  asso- 
ciating them  with  ideas,  who  could  recite  in  a  mechanical  way  the 
solutions  in  mental  arithmetic  regardless  of  comprehending  them, 
got  the  perfect  grade  mark.  In  this  school  exactly  so  many  pages 
must  be  gone  over  before  a  given  date,  a  sort  of  a  judgment  daj-, 
or  a  harvest  home  day  when  a  specimen  of  what  has  been  gathered 
is  shown.  Visitors  are  invited  to  witness  the  marching  and  the 
glib  reciting.  The  pupils  go  through  the  aisles  in  perfect  order  at 
the  teacher's  "left,  right,  left,  right."  Her  thoughts  are  not  upon  the 
possibilities  of  the  little  individual  beings  as  they  pass  before  her 
because  she  is  filled  with  anxiety  lest  some  one  should  "right,  left." 

Marching  is  perfectly  proper.  It  is  helpful  if  properly  directed. 
But  in  a  school  where  military  precision  is  the  all  prevailing  feature 
there  is  meagre  provision  for  that  training  of  the  child  which  gives 
ease  and  grace  of  thought  and  manner.  These  ends  cannot  be  gained 
by  simply  emphasizing  complete  statements  and  perfect  marching. 
Always  obeying  orders  which  have  their  origin  in  the  minds  of  an- 
other may  finally  perfect  machine  power  but  it  can  not  develop  and 
ultimately  bring  to  perfection  thought  power. 


;•!'  HUWLIC  iNS'i'KUC'I'lUN  Off.  Doc. 

I  give  Ibis  word  picture  because  diiectoiH  aud  citmuiuuities  too  fre 
({uently  take  military  precision  and  perfect  order  as  a  criterion  by 
which  to  measure  the  success  of  the  teacher  and  not  because  it  is  the 
prevailing  condition  of  things,  [f,  however,  in  every  district  through- 
out our  county  but  one  such  school  be  found,  there  would  be  nineteen 
too  many. 

New  buildings  have  been  erected  as  follows:  One  single  room  build- 
ing in  each  of  Jackson,  Heidelberg  and  Bethel  districts,  and  a  four 
room  building  in  Millcreek  district.  The  single  room  buildings  are 
all  substantial,  well  lighted  and  well  furnished  houses,  while  the 
four  roomed  building  of  Millcreek,  erected  in  the  town  of  Newmans- 
town,  deserves  special  mention.  It  is  a  brick  structure  with  spa- 
cious corridors  and  cloak  rooms.  It  is  furnished  with  excellent  fur- 
niture and  provision  is  made  for  heating  and  ventilating  by  a  modern 
system.  It  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  buildings  in  the  county 
and  its  erection  reflects  much  credit  upon  the  directors  under  whose 
sui)ervisioii  it  was  erected.  The  grounds,  which  are  ample,  graded 
and  beautifully  terraced,  were  planted  last  fall  with  carefully  selected 
shade  trees.  A  hydrant  yielding  pure,  crystal  like  South  mountain 
water  is  found  near  the  main  entrance  of  the  building.  The  grading 
and  terracing  of  the  grounds  and  the  purchasing  and  planting  of  the 
trees  was  altogether  done  gratuitously  by  the  citizens  of  the  town. 
This  shows  a  spirit  of  magnanimity  not  found  in  all  communities,  and 
is  worthy  of  commendation.  These  grounds  are  beyond  a  question 
the  most  beautiful  in  the  county.  The  house  and  grounds  were  for- 
mally dedicated  to  the  cause  of  education  by  imposing  ceremonies 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Independent  Order  Sons  of  America. 

A  phase  of  educational  work  the  importance  of  which  was  empha 
sized  in  a  previous  report  continues  to  be  too  much  neglected.  It  is 
the  provision  that  should  be  made  for  forming  the  habit  of  reading 
wholesome  literature.  We  have  some  excellent  libraries  in  our 
county  and  a  few  of  our  districts  have  their  schools  well  supplied 
with  choice  supplementary  reading  matter,  but  these  libraries  are 
chiefly  found  in  the  towns.  There  is  comparatively  little  attention 
given  to  this  matter  in  the  rural  districts,  yet  for  reasons  which  are 
obvious  the  amplest  provision  should  be  made  in  these  districts  for 
forming  this  important  habit.  What  do  the  schools  of  to-day  give  the 
farmer  boy  to  interest  him  in  the  farm?  Does  he  not  know  more 
concerning  the  counting  room,  cube  root,  the  rivers  and  mountains 
of  Asia,  etc.,  than  about  the  soil,  the  animals  and  the  plants  of  his 
father's  farm?  Books  treating  in  an  elementary  manner  of  the 
various  subjects  of  the  natural  sciences  should  be  found  in  every 
school  throughout  every  rural  district.  But  some  one  will  say  ^'There 
Is  no  time  for  reading  such  books."  When  there  is  time  for  re-reading 
threadbare  lessons,  for  teaching  unimj>ortant  subjects  in  arithmetic, 
for  tejicliijig  tlif  fffectw  upon  the  liuinmi  system,  nf  narcotics  ;ind  stini 
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ulaiils  during  tlie  eiitiie  sdiooi  couiHe,  Iheii  Llieie  uuglil  Lu  be  time 
for  doing  something  out  of  which  more  beautiful  results  would  grow. 
Let  us  hope  that  our  directors  recognize  the  importance  of  this  kind  of 
work  and  in  the  future  make  provision  to  carry  it  into  effective 
operation. 


liEHlGH    COUNTY— A  Ivin    Kii|.|' 


It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  coiitiuued  progress 
in  the  public  schools  of  our  county  for  the  year  just  ended.  Nothing 
new  or  startling  has  occurred  during  the  last  year  in  our  school  work. 

Five  new  buildings  were  erected  as  follows:  Catasauqua,  Hanover, 
Upper  Saucon,  Lynn  and  Whitehall. 

Just  before  the  opening  of  the  schools  last  fall  a  severe  wind  and 
hail  storm  demolished  the  Wanamaker  building  in  Lynn  township. 
The  board  at  once  commenced  to  rebuild  upon  the  old  site,  and  in 
two  months  the  new  building  was  ready  for  occupancy.  The  school 
in  the  meantime  was  accommodated  in  the  Lynnport  primary  school 
room.  The  old  stone  building,  known  as  Seiders'  school  house,  was 
razed  to  the  ground  and  a  one  roomed  brick  building  erected  in  its 
place.  This  is  one  of  the  handsomest,  neatest  and  best  planned 
rural  school  buildings  in  the  county.  The  yard  was  enlarged  and 
graded  and  now  contains  about  one-half  an  acre  of  ground.  The 
two  story  building  at  East  Catasauqua,  in  Hanover  township,  was 
found  to  be  insecure  and  was  therefore  condemned  the  third  week 
in  October.  Rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  the  schools  were  se- 
cured in  private  dwellings  and  preparations  made  to  rebuild.  The 
new  building  was  finished  and  occupied  by  the  schools  on  the  1st  of 
February.     It  is  a  brick  structure,  80  by  68  feet,  with  a  12  foot  ceiling. 

The  Catasauqua  building  is  the  pride  of  school  architecture  in  Le 
high  county.  It  is  a  model  modern  structure  in  every  respect,  being 
two  stories  high,  each  story  containing  live  school  rooms.  The  third 
story  or  attic  is  fitted  up  for  an  assembly  room.  The  main  entrance 
is  from  the  east  through  a  hall,  15  by  28  feet,  with  halls  of  the  same 
width  running  north  and  south  through  the  entire  building.  Tne 
school  rooms  are  25  by  32  feet,  with  a  twelve  foot  ceiling.  A  cloak 
room,  8  by  28  feet,  belongs  to  each  apartment.  Each  room  also  con 
tains  a  bookcase  and  a  teacher's  private  closet.  The  building  is 
heated  by  the  Smead-Will's  system,  but  in  order  to  make  the  ventila 
tion  complete,  a  fan  ]>ropelled  by  an  electiir  motor  was  added.  The 
principars  roiuii   is  coiiTiecttMl   with  other  ruonis  by  s|M';ikiiii:   lubes. 
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On  the  second  floor  is  the  directors'  room  which  also  contains  a  large 
library  of  well  selected  books. 

The  building  was  dedicated  and  formally  opened  for  school  pur 
poses  on  the  8th  of  March. 

Many  of  the  other  buildings  of  the  county  were  repaired  and  very 
few  really  poor  buildings  now  remain.  For  several  years  the  Slating- 
ton  schools  were  overcrowded,  but  the  board  has  made  arrangements 
to  erect  a  model  eight  roomed  building  during  the  summer  and  have  it 
ready  by  the  time  schools  open  next  fall. 

The  school  term  remained  unchanged  in  the  various  districts  ex- 
cept in  Upper  Saucon,  where  it  was  increased  from  seven  to  eight 
months.  Coplay,  Whitehall,  North  Whitehall  and  Salisbury  each 
added  one  more  school,  making  the  total. number  of  teachers  for  last 
year  an  even  three  hundred. 

Just  before  the  opening  of  the  last  term  I  placed  a  new  course  of 
study  into  every  one  of  the  rural  schools.  This  was  generally  fol- 
lowed by  the  teachers  and  in  due  course  of  time  will  make  the  work- 
ing of  our  schools  more  uniform.  A  set  of  the  International  cyclo- 
paedia was  placed  into  each  of  the  Lower  Milford  schools.  Slating- 
ton  bought  a  set  of  relief  maps  and  West  Bethlehem  a  set  of  math- 
ematical blocks.  Minor  apparatus  was  placed  into  a  number  of  the 
other  schools  of  the  county. 

In  my  report  last  year  and  at  the  preliminary  meetings  of  teachers 
and  directors  I  protested  against  the  water  supply  in  many  of  our 
schools,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  last  term  a 
change  was  brought  about  in  over  one  hundred  of  our  schools.  In 
each  case  the  directors  procured  a  cooler.  This  is  a  great  improve- 
ment upon  the  open  bucket.  It  is  covered  with  a  dust  proof  cover 
and  the  water  is  drawn  from  a  spigot,  leaving  the  water  uncontam- 
inated  from  school  room  impurities. 

The  question  of  school  libraries  was  considerably  agitated  during 
the  past  year  and  some  progress  has  been  made,  though  not  as  much 
as  desirable.  Our  borough  schools  all  have  libraries  of  more  or  less 
importance.  Many  of  our  rural  schools  have  made  a  start,  some 
having  less  than  a  dozen  volumes,  while  others  have  from  twenty- 
five  to  fifty.  I  hope  the  directors  of  the  various  districts  will  take 
the  matter  in  hand  and  donate  a  small  portion  of  the  State  appro- 
priation annually  towards  the  establishment  of  these  libraries,  so 
that  pupils  may  read  to  learn  after  they  have  learned  to  read.  T 
hope  to  be  able  to  report  a  general  forward  movement  in  this  direc- 
tion in  my  next  report. 

The  compulsory  law  was  generally  complied  with,  though  some  of 
the  requirements  were  not  so  generally  understood  as  they  should 
have  been.  In  my  opinion  the  law  should  be  amended  so  as  to 
require  a  certain  per  cent,  of  the  entire  school  term.     .\s  it  is  the 
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eighty  days  seem  to  fix  the  maximum  time  of  attendance  of  some  of 
our  school  population.  Many  left  school  altogether  after  they  had 
attended  the  eighty  days  and  others  became  very  irregular.  On  the 
whole  I  believe  that  the  law  had  a  very  salutary  effect  upon  our 
schools. 

Our  teachers  have  given  encouraging  evidence  of  improvement. 
The  work  which  they  did  in  the  school  room  was  very  satisfactory 
with  the  exception  of  a  few.  The  failures  were  owing  mostly  to  one 
or  the  other  of  the  following  causes: 

1.  Indisposition  to  bodily  or  mental  exertion. 

2.  Lack  of  ability  to  govern. 

3.  Deficiency  in  judgment. 

4.  Deficiency  in  general  information. 

5.  Lack  of  inborn  capacity  to  teach. 

The  sooner  the  teachers  belonging  to  either  of  the  above  class  are 
placed  on  the  "retired  list"  the  better  it  will  be  for  our  schools.  Pro- 
fessional reading  was  engaged  in  by  most  of  our  teachers. 

The  books  read  by  the  members  of  the  reading  union  were  White's 
Elements  of  Pedagogy  and  Krohm's  Psychology. 

I  think  directors  would  do  well  if  they  were  to  inquire  of  their  ap- 
plicants as  to  how  many  of  them  engaged  in  systematic  professional 
reading,  and  those  who  can  not  produce  any  evidence  of  the  same 
should  be  considered  as  drones  in  the  profession.  Let  none  but  the 
best  and  most  progressive  teachers  be  engaged. 

The  county  institute  was  held  the  third  week  in  October  and  was 
one  of  the  great  educational  events  of  the  year.  The  usual  number 
of  local  institutes  was  held  in  various  sections  of  the  county  and  they 
continue  to  mould  public  opinion  in  favor  of  better  schools. 

Death  has  removed  from  our  midst  J.  H.  Behringer,  one  of  the 
ablest  teachers  of  Salisbury;  Josiah  Transue,  of  West  Bethlehem ; 
John  Thomas,  of  Hokendauqua;  Joseph  Betz,  of  Slatington,  and 
Oliver  Krum,  of  W^ashington,  four  conscientious  directors. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  teachers,  directors,  parents  and  all 
friends  of  education  for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  for  courtesies 
extended  to  me. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY— T.  B.  Harrison. 


Our  schools  numbered  five  hundred  and  sixty-three,  three  hundred 

•and   ninety-nine  being  graded.     We   enrolled   nearly   twenty-eight 

thousand  pupils.     We  employed  five  hundred  and  eighty-one  teach 
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crs.  Two  iiiiudred  aud  thirty- tUiec  held  provisional  ceililicates,  tifl v 
one  have  professionals,  forty-nine  bold  permanent  certificates  and 
two  hundred  and  forty-seven  are  graduates  of  State  normal  schools. 
Sixty-seven  taught  their  first  terms,  while  three  hundred  and  fifteen 
have  had  five  or  more  years  experience. 

All  but  eight  of  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  once  during 
the  term,  and  a  few  twice,  so  that  the  county  superintendent  niadc 
in  all  five  hundred  and  sixty-five  official  visits. 

Thirteen  new  houses  were  erected,  all  of  which  were  equipped  witli 
uuKlern  furniture,  slate  boards  and  all  the  needful  appliances  for  the 
comfort  of  the  pupils  and  the  convenience  of  the  teachers.  Xearl\ 
all  the  schools  are  now  supplied  with  unabridged  dictionaries. 

Our  teachers  have  manifested  commendable  zeal  in  their  work. 
Xearly  all  are  regular  subscribers  to  educational  papers,  and  are 
earnestly  endeavoring  to  keep  themselves  abreast  with  the  best  edu 
cational  thought.  As  a  result  better  methods  of  teaching  are  finding 
their  way  into  the  schools  and  our  pupils  are  getting  more  out  of 
their  work  than  ever  before.  A  comparison  of  lists  of  teachers 
shows  a  smaller  percentage  of  changes  in  the  corps  of  teachers  than 
usual,  and  it  is  noticeable  that  the  districts  having  the  best  schools 
make  the  least  number  of  changes.  Our  people  are  learning,  some- 
what slowly  it  is  true,  that  it  is  very  unwise  to  change  teachers  except 
for  cause.  In  many  of  our  boroughs  principals  are  employed  for 
three  years. 

There  is  a  growing  sentiment  in  many  of  our  rural  districts  in  favor 
of  central  grammar  or  high  schools.  Hemlock  township  will  next 
year  maintain  two  grammar  schools,  which  will  accommodate  all 
the  advanced  pupils,  and  primary  schools  conveniently  located  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  township  for  the  younger  pupils.  This  is  a  move 
in  the  right  direction  and  will  result  in  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the 
schools  of  that  township  very  materially.  Such  an  arrangement 
would  be  appreciated  in  many  other  townships^.  Dallas  borough 
received  nearly  or  quite  three  hundred  dollars  in  tuition  from  non 
resident  pupils  from  the  adjoining  towushii)s.  Huntingdon,  inde- 
pendent, had  nearly  twenty  pupils  who  paid  for  the  privilege  of 
attending  their  graded  schools.  These  instances  indicate  that  the 
people  in  these  sections  are  ready  for  the  township  high  school.  Han 
over  township  has  all  her  schools  graded  with  but  two  exceptions. 
and  these  exceptions  are  so  located  as  to  render  grading  impossible. 

In  previous  rei)Oi'ts  so  much  has  been  said  with  reference  to  the 
unwise  expenditure  of  money  for  charts,  globes,  blocks,  etc.,  that  i1 
is  scarcely  necessary  lo  touch  upon  (hat  poini  in  this  rei)ort.  My 
position  with  I'eference  to  the  matter  is  well  known.  1  have  not  hesi 
tated  to  condemn  the  prnttice  of  loading  our  schools  with  practically 
useless  apy>aratns.  mihI   neglecting  to  provide  those  things  ilinf  ;H'e 
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iudispeii  sable.  Siill,  i  lu-  cliail  iiiiiii  iiiaiiaf^cs  In  ^il  iii  U\n  work  urea 
sionallv.  The  [tcoplc  arc  begitiiiinj;  ((»  take  an  iiilcrest  in  tliis  pliasf 
of  school  luanagonic'ul,  and  arc  gcKiuj;  in  the  liabit  of  retiring  lo 
private  life  those  members  of  the  school  boards  who  indulge  in  this 
form  of  extravagance.  In  one  township  indignation  meetings  were 
held  after  the  hoaid  had  purchased  chai-ts  foi-  the  entire  schools  of 
the  townshi]*  at  an  expense  of  nearly  three  hundred  <lollai's,  and  the 
agent  who  made  the  sale  left  the  county  to  avoid  arrest  for  crooke(i 
methods  of  doing  l)usine>-s.  We  have  been  exercising  ])oor  judgment  in 
these  matters.  It  is  to  be  hoped  thai  we  will  not  go  lo  I  he  othei' 
extreme  and  fail  to  provide  the  necessary  ai)paratus  for  our  schools. 

Our  c(Hinty  institute  was  held  during  the  last  week  of  October  and 
was  the  largest  ever  held  in  the  county.  Dr.  A.  E.  Wiuship.  Mathilde 
E.  Coffin,  Trof.  E.  O.  Excell.  Dr.  J.  P.  Welsh  and  Prof.  0<m..  P.  Rible 
were  our  instructors,  and  gave  us  excellent  work. 

Looking  over  the  entire  year  I  feel  that  the  I'esults  have  l»een  (]uil<' 
satisfactory.  Directors,  teachers  an<l  patrons  have  worked  for  the 
most  part  harmoniously  for  the  advancement  of  our  schools.  The 
prospects  for  the  coming  year  are  promising. 

There  is  a  little  danger  just  now  that  threatens  us.  and  that    is 
I  he  tendency  in  some  districts  to  adopt  the  home  talent  principle  in 
the  selection  of  teachers.     Several  instances  might  be  cited  wheie 
most  excellent  teachers  have  l)eeu  dropped  from  the  corps  to  make 
room  foi"  some  inexperienced  resident  of  the  borough  or  township. 
The  principle  is  not  good.     The  schools  are  established  and  main 
tained  not  to  furnish  employment  for  a  given  number  of  persons  in 
a  district,  but  for  the  girls  and  boys,  and  the  only  proper  inquiry  thai 
can  be  made  when  teachers  are  to  be  selected  will  relate  to  the  ability'* 
of  the  applicants  and  not  to  their  place  of  residence.     I  care  not  from 
what  particular  locality  the  teacher  of  my  boy  comes,  but  I  am  in 
tensely  interested  in  the  question  of  his  ability  to  teach.     If  we  can 
keep  before  us  the  idea  that  all  influences  touching  the  public  schools 
should  tend  to  their  upbuilding,  and  that  all  other  influences  should 
be  suppressed,  the  results  would  be  far  more  satisfactory. 

I  have  been  highly  gratified  with  the  hearty  support  received  in  all 
etforts  put  forth  for  the  advancenuMit  of  our  schools.  Oui'  teachers 
are  always  loyal,  our  directors  !ir(>  progressive  men  :nu1  our  ]te(tpTe 
ai-e  interested  in  the  schools. 
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LYCOMING  COUNTY— J.  Georf?e  Becht. 


Educational  Meetings. 

To  supplement  the  statistics  gathered  during  my  visits  to  the 
schools,  near  the  close  of  the  term  I  sent  to  each  teacher  a  blank 
schedule  to  be  filled  out  and  returned  to  me  as  soon  as  the  term 
ended.  The  information  asked  for  related  to  the  various  educational 
meetings  held  in  the  sub-districts;  the  number  of  libraries  estab- 
lished during  the  year,  with  number  and  names  of  books  purchased; 
the  number  of  pupils  pursuing  branches  beyond  the  common  school 
studies;  the  number  of  pupils  attending  school  every  day,  and  infor- 
mation concerning  the  operation  and  enforcement  of  the  compulsory 
school  law.  The  responses  from  the  teachers  were  prompt  and  indi- 
cated a  healthy  condition  of  affairs  in  nearly  every  district.  A  tabu- 
lated statement  of  these  reports  showed  that  during  the  winter  there 
were  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  (169)  meetings  of  literary  societies, 
seventy-one  (71)  evening  reviews,  seventy-six  (76)  spelling  schools, 
twenty-seven  (27)  flag  raisings  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  (160)  enter- 
tainments of  an  educational  character  or  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion. Thus  more  than  five  hundred  (500)  meetings  were  held,  to 
which  may  be  added  thirty  (30)  district  institutes,  the  session  of  the 
annual  county  institute,  twelve  (12)  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  Ex- 
change and  one  session  of  the  Teachers'  Association.  These  gath- 
erings give  to  the  educational  work  of  the  counly  an  impulse  and  a 
forward  movement  that  can  be  felt  all  along  the  line.  Here  teachers, 
directors  and  patrons  meet  together  for  the  discussion  of  questions 
and  methods  of  management,  administration  and  economy  in  school 
affairs.  These  meetings  constitute  the  educational  forum  whereon 
the  participants  appeal  to  a  wider  constituency  to  enlist  their  in- 
terest, sympathy  and  support. 

Libraries. 

In  the  direction  of  the  establishment  of  libraries  a  very  creditable 
start  was  made.  Twelve  (12)  districts  reported  having  laid  the 
foundations  of  libraries  this  year  with  seven  hundred  and  eighty; 
five  (785)  as  the  total  number  of  books  purchased.  This  number 
does  not  include  the  books  purchased  for  the  borough  and  town 
libraries  previously  established  and  from  which  a  separate  report 
was  received.     Of  those  reporting,  White  Hall  school,  Washington 
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township,  led  off  with  the  hti-gest  iiiiiJibei-  of  books,  followed  bj 
Beech  Grove,  Cogan  House  township,  iind  S(  hools  in  Anthony,  Eldred, 
Loyalsock,  Limestone,  Gamble  and  Mifflin.  Great  care  was  exercised 
in  the  choice  of  books,  only  those  of  a  wholesome  character,  of  a 
permanent  value  and  within  the  comprehension  of  the  pupils  were 
selected.  The  movement  in  this  direction  was  largely  aided  by  the 
inspiring  address  of  Director  G.  E.  Hagenbuch,  of  Washington  town- 
ship, at  the  session  of  the  directors'  convention  during  the  annual 
institute.  This  address  gave  impetus  alike  to  teachers  and  directors, 
and  foreshadows  still  better  results  for  the  future. 

The  teacher  has  performed  a  very  small  part  of  his  "high  and 
holy  mission"  when  he  has  taught  his  pupils  the  mere  mechanical 
process  in  reading.  He  must  do  more  than  that.  He  must  create 
within  them  a  desire  for  the  best  of  the  world's  thought  as  found 
in  books,  and  having  done  this,  he  will  have  created  a  new  source 
of  happiness  and  will  have  lifted  the  pupils  into  a  higher  and  purer 
atmosphere. 

School  Room  Decorations. 

In  connection  with  our  rural  schools,  the  subject  of  the  appearance 
of  our  school  buildings  needs  more  attention.  From  a  sanitary 
point  of  view  cleanliness  is,  of  course,  essential;  but  as  a  question 
of  education  and  training,  much  more  is  necessary.  School  houses  as 
a  matter  of  course  have  only  dimension;  for  everything  is  subjected 
to  a  false  utility.  In  our  striving  after  the  true  and  the  good  we 
must  not  lose  sight  of  the  value  of  the  beautiful  in  life — that  which 
gives  tone  to  the  whole  character  of  man.  Right  living,  culture  and 
refinement,  and  those  qualities  which  in  the  last  analysis  largely 
determine  both  our  pleasure  and  success  are  not  only  the  product 
of  industry  and  thrift,  but  are  largely  matters  of  good  taste. 

The  young  man  of  cultivated  taste  is  not  led  astray  by  low  forms 
of  vice,  not  merely  because  of  the  moral  judgment  passed  upon  them, 
but  also  because  they  are  highly  offensive  to  him.  It  is  essential 
then  that  the  child  should  be  early  directed  in  the  right  way  so  as 
to  acquire  a  taste  for  only  the  best  both  in  art  and  literature.  Taste 
grows  by  what  it  feeds  on,  and  it  is  as  necessary  not  to  see,  or  hear, 
or  read  those  things  which  deprave  the  taste  as  it  is  to  perceive  and 
contemplate  that  which  is  good.  This  applies  to  the  decorations  of 
school  rooms  and  the  environments  of  school  buildings  as  well  as  to 
the  literature  that  pupils  read. 

In  many  places  an  effort  has  been  made  to  decorate  the  school 
houses,  but  the  result  has  too  often  been  to  fill  the  walls  with  un- 
sightly trash,  cheap  chromos  and  advertisings  pictures,  often  of 
a  somewhat  questionable  character.  It  is  enough  to  have  the  adver- 
tising fiend  deface  nature  without  bringing  his  wares  into  the  school 
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looiu.  Au  effort  is  Iteiug  uiaUe  lu  banish  ttiis  si  nil  I  rum  our  build 
ings,  and  to  substitute  something  which  will  more  nearly  approach  a 
true  work  of  art.  This  will  take  time.  The  plan  in  oiteratiou  is  for 
each  school  to  contribute  each  year  a  small  sum  or  money  with 
which  to  secure  a  good  picture  of  some  noted  man,  of  some  beautiful 
landscape  or  of  some  historical  event.  If  kept  u])  we  may  ho])e  tu 
have  better  aj)])earing  school  rooms  in  the  future. 

Compulsory  School  I^aw. 

Notwitlistauding  the  indefinite  provisions  of  the  act  relating  to 
the  compulsory  attendance  of  children,  my  observation  of  its  opera 
tion  leads  me  to  believe  that  by  it  much  good  was  accomplished,  and 
those  who  looked  upon  it  with  disfavor,  fearing  that  it  was  incapable 
of  enforcement,  and  that  an  attempt  at  enforcement  would  result 
in  untold  difficulties  and  perplexities,  have  in  many  cases  admitted 
the  wisdom  and  justice  of  such  a  law.  In  some  of  the  remote  and 
isolated  sub-districts  children  were  found  in  the  schools  who  here- 
tofore had  never  been  inside  the  school  house  door.  In  no  case  was 
it  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  to  accomplish  the  purpose; 
but  upon  due  notification  by  the  secretary,  parents  without  much 
apparent  opposition  complied  at  once  with  the  requirements.  The 
proposed  amendments  to  the  law  will  without  doubt  strengthen  it 
and  make  its  enforcement  more  definite  and  decisive. 
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Cenerally  sj^eaking,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  a  successful  yeai- 
of  school  work. 

Nine  new  frame  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year. 

Two  of  them  are  in  Kane  borough,  one  a  six  room  building  contain 
ing  modern  improvements,  the  other  a  two  room  building. 

School   houses  containing  two  rooms  were  built  at  Sim|tsoii  ;iinl 
(Jolegrove. 

Buildings  of  one  room  were  built  in  the  following  districts:  Two  in 
Wetmore,  one  in  Liberty,  one  in  Sergeant. 

The  Ormslty  school  house  was  cnhiiged  so  ;is  lo  lia\c  a  two  room 
Imilding. 

School  houses  in  various  places  have  been  repaired. 

The  |ilans  :ni<l  materials  used  in  flic  luiildings  mcnli<unMJ  sImiu   wis 
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liiihi    itij    I  III     )>.irl    (>(    siliool    (liiit  h»iH    ill    ficci  iii)z    uiiu«i.    siiltslMnfiji  I 
liiiildiugs. 

ArruugeiiiL'Ulis  l)a\f  Ihh-ii  iiumIc  toi'  ;i  lim-  library  iii  llu-  publir 
schools  of  Smethport  borougb.  liy  the  time  school  opens  in  Sei» 
(ember  the  books  will  be  placed  therein. 

It  will  start  with  about  one  thousand  Mty  (1,U5U)  volumess  ot  tirst 
class  works  in  the  ranges  of  biography,  history,  poetry,  travel,  tic 
tion,  science,  etc.,  and  will  cost  initially  about  one  thousand  dollars* 
($1,000). 

They  have  a  |)lan  whereby  annual  additions  will  be  made  to  the 
library. 

A  successful  county  institute  was  held  at  Smethport,  October 
12-16,  189G.  Two  hundred  twelve  teachers  were  present.  The  in 
structors  were  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Dr.  Wni.  A.  Mowry  and  Prof.  J. 
A .   Sprenkle. 

Evening  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Monday,  "Girls,  Old  and 
Young,''  A.  E.  Winship;  Tuesday,  "Heroes  and  Heroism,"  C.  H.  Fitz 
William;  Wednesday,  "Kings  and  Queens,"  Alfred  Ellison;  Thurs 
day,  Torbett  Concert  Company. 

Thirteen  teachers  prepared  papers  or  talks,  which  were  delivered 
during  the  week. 

Our  count}'  teachers'  association  convened  at  Mt.  .lewctt  in  the 
month  of  February. 

[n  addition  to  instruction,  papers  and  talks  were  given  by  some  of 
the  leading  teachers.  The  meeting  was  satisfactory,  ft  is  hoped 
more  teachers  will  be  present  next  year. 

[n  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  State  Dei)artmeut,  the  press  of 
the  county,  the  directors,  the  teachers  and  the  patrons  for  support 
and  assistance  given  in  my  first  year's  work.     With  their  co-opera 
tion  T  hope  to  advance  the  school  intei'ests  of  the  county. 
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I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  there  has 
been  a  steady  advancement  in  the  progress  of  the  schools  of  our 
county. 

One  new  school  house  was  built  in  Shenangn  township.  Several 
buildings  were  supplied  with  new  furniture. 
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In  the  last  three  years  over  hfty  per  cent,  of  the  rural  school  houses 
have  been  nicely  papered  and  painted  and  the  grounds  beautified 
and  adorned  with  trees  and  level  grounds. 

All  our  school  buildings  are  much  above  the  average. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Mercer,  August  24-29,  inclusive. 
Instruction  was  given  by  Hon.  Harry  Houck,  Dr.  Theo.  B.  Noss,  Prof. 
F.  H.  Green  and  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey. 

The  instructions  were  good  and  much  that  was  taught  bore  fruit 
in  its  application  to  the  every  day  work  of  the  school. 

Evening  lectures  were  given  by  Col.  L.  F.  Copeland,  Col.  G.  W. 
Bain,  and  Charles  N.  Thomas.  A  concert  was  given  by  the  Pitts- 
burg male  quartette. 

The  standard  of  examinations  has  been  gradually  raised  year  after 
year,  and  the  result  is  better  qualified  teachers.  If  it  were  not  for 
the  sentiment  prevailing  in  too  many  places,  to  employ  home  teach- 
ers, every  school  in  our  county  could  be  filled  with  teachers  who  have 
completed  a  strong  course  of  study.  Low  wages  and  geographical 
lines,  drive  our  best  teachers  elsewhere  for  higher  wages  and  longer 
terms. 

The  schools  are  well  supplied,  with  a  few  exceptions,  with  the  neces- 
sary appliances. 

Our  directors  are  careful  and  do  not  expend  school  funds  lavishly. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— Geo.  T.  Cooper. 


Ordinarily,  the  review  of  past  experiences  is  a  source  of  pleasure 
and  especially  so  when  the  results  achieved  can  stand  the  test  of  fair 
criticism.  A  fair  comparison  of  the  year's  work  reveals  commenda- 
ble evidence  of  improvement  and  progress  in  our  public  schools.  As 
in  other  matters,  so  in  school  work,  the  experiences  of  the  past  dis- 
tinctly outline  many  essentials  to  our  educational  work  in  the  future. 

The  county  directors'  association  continues  to  meet  twice  a  year; 
the  discussions  at  these  meetings  have  been  very  helpful  not  only  to 
directors  themselves,  but  to  all  interested  directly  or  indirectly  in  the 
best  interests  of  our  public  schools.  I  am  more  firmly  than  ever 
convinced  that  a  law  authorizing  the  payment  of  directors'  actual  and 
necessary  expenses  out  of  the  funds  of  the  respective  school  districts, 
based  upon  the  faithful  performance  of  duty,  would  result  in  better 
attendance  at  directors'  meetings  and  in  a  more  willing  and  faithful 
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performance  of  directors'  duties  in  general.     Time  and  money  are 

necessarily  the  first  considerations  to  many  a  man  who  otherwise 
would  serve  the  public  gratuitously  in  a  good  cause.  "The  laborer 
is  worthy  of  his  hire." 

Blanks  prepared  by  the  superintendent  were  furnished  to  all  the 
teachers  of  our  county,  except  the  borough  of  Lewistown,  in  which 
to  report  to  the  superintendent  and  secretaries  of  their  respective 
school  boards,  the  condition  and  needs  of  their  respective  schools; 
the  data  contained  in  these  reports  will  be  especially  useful  to 
directors  in  the  purchase  of  the  necessary  books  and  supplies  for  the 
next  school  term. 

County  institute,  held  Thanksgiving  week,  was,  for  the  most  part, 
a  complete  success;  the  day  instructors  and  evening  lecturers  ac- 
quitted themselves  as  becometh  those  gifted  with  master  minds  and 
possessed  with  rare  scholarship. 

It  has  been  our  consant  aim  to  advance  the  requirements  of  teach- 
ers' examinations  to  such  an  extent  as  seems  to  be  in  keeping  with 
fair  judgment  and  the  best  interests  of  our  schools.  Were  all  appli- 
cants for  teachers'  certificates  required  to  furnish  evidence  of  a. 
least  one  year's  professional  training  outside  the  public  school  work, 
we  would  have  better  schools  and  fewer  incompetent  teachers. 

Permanent  certificates  should  be  required  to  contain  more  branches 
than  those  mentioned  in  the  common  school  curriculum. 

During  the  year  we  have  continued  our  custom  of  preparing  educa- 
tional notes  for  publication  in  the  county  papers  as  a  means  of  keep- 
ing the  public  informed  as  to  progress  of  our  schools  and  interesting 
them  in  the  same.  We  regret  to  state  that  educational  meetings 
were  fewer  and  in  several  instances  less  interesting  than  a  fair  degree 
of  professional  zeal  would  warrant;  lack  of  proper  interest  in  a  few 
cases,  and  too  much  of  the  spirit  of  "Who  shall  be  the  greatest,"  in  a 
few  other  instances  were  probably  the  leading  causes  of  this  unusual 
laxity  in  general  educational  work. 

The  Lewistown  high  school,  under  the  supervision  of  Prof.  W.  F. 
Kennedy,  has  adopted  three  four  year  courses  of  study,  viz:  The 
English,  Latin,  scientific  and  classical;  the  classical  course  includes 
Caesar,  Cicero  and  Virgil  in  Latin,  and  Anabasis  and  Illiad  in  Creek. 

Brown  township  school  board  erected  an  excellent  brick  school 
building  at  Reedsville,  which  was  dedicated  on  New  Year's  day.  Dr. 
Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  Rev.  W. 
J.  Swigart,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  being  the  leading  orators  of  the  day. 
This  is  an  excellent  building  throughout;  conveniences  for  heating, 
light  and  ventilation  are  of  the  latest  inventions,  and  the  artistic  de- 
sign and  thorough  workmanship  of  the  entire  structure  reflect  mer- 
ited credit  upon  the  architect  and  contractor.  Mr.  Stetler,  of  Middle- 
burg,  Snyder  county. 

rt  is  the  intention  of  the  board  that  the  Reedsville  schools  shall 
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illrllMlc    ;i    flisllh  I     lii-ili    srliocd    lo    act  Ullllli<>(|;i  I  r    I  lir    liUHr    adsHUced 

sclhtlais  (»r  I  he  •'iifiic  distikl,  and  a  t'oiirs<'  (•!'  stiidv  with  tliis  end 
III   \ic\\    lias  liccii  lu-cparcd  by  a  cominittrc  a[i|»()intod  liy  the  board. 

The  borougli  of  Xowlon  Hamilton  lias  decided  to  build  a  new  school 
house  this  year  and  the  decision  is  alread.\  beinjj;  piil  into  execution. 

The  summer  noi-mal  held  in  Lewistown.  in  which  1  was  ably  as 
sisted  by  Profs.  Kennedy  and  Xoetllnji.  of  Hloomsbur<i.  was  well 
attended  and  good  results  obtained.  These  summer  normals,  though 
only  three  weeks  in  length,  have  a  telling  effect  on  oiif  schools.  Many 
of  our  teacheis  would  enter  upon  the  work  of  teaching  without  any 
professional  training  were  it  not  for  the  normal. 

Derry,  Decatur  and  Brown  districts  each  continue  to  have  seven 
month  school  terms.  \Ve  heartily  recommend  as  long  a  school  term 
as  possible,  but  would  recommend  the  lengthening  of  school  terms 
to  the  judgment  of  wise  and  careful  directoi-s  rathei-  than  to  the 
mandate  of  compulsory  legislation. 

However,  in  a  very  few  instances,  it  becomes  a  question  whether 
our  schools  have  improv<*d  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  help  re 
ceived  from  the  State. 

Decatur,  Menno  and  (iranville  districts  each  purchased  outline 
geographical  maps  of  an  agent  representing  the  Western  Publishing 
House,  of  Chicago.  HI.  Decatur  paid  $210  for  iMght  sets  of  tua])s. 
<  iranville  |175  for  seven  sets  of  maps. 

The  purchase  of  all  books  and  apparatus  of  L'M^ry  kind  should  grow 
out  of  the  direct  needs  of  the  scholars  rather  than  out  of  the  sug 
geslions  of  the  traveling  agent;  there  is  no  doubt,  however,  as  to 
the  need  of  outline  maps  if  properly  used  by  the  teachers  in  charge. 

Fn  July  last  T  located  permanently  at  the  county  seat  and  have 
found  my  new  location  much  more  advantageous  to  the  performance 
of  my  official  duties.  At  least  seven  of  our  village  schools  have 
small  libraries,  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the  pupils.  These  libraries 
have  been  procured  with  funds  raised  by  the  efforts  of  teachers  and 
pupils.  Lewistown  has  a  very  good  library  in  the  care  of  Miss  Mary 
.McCord,  a  former  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Lewistown. 

One  director,  Mr.  Satzler,  of  Granville,  and  one  ex  director.  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Lewistown,  have  recently  been  called  to  the  world 
unseen.  May  their  spiritual  existence  be  supremely  happy  in  th<^ 
gi'i.'at  school  of  the  redeemed  that  knows  no  dismissal. 

In  concluding  our  fourth  annual  report,  we  repeal  our  thankful 
acknowledgment  of  all  kindnesses  received  at  the  hands  of  the  De 
partment  of  Education  and  from  directors,  teachers,  patrons  and 
friends  of  education,  and  especially  and  most  kindly  would  we  re 
member  all  those  whose  kindnesses  and  hospitality  we  have  enjoyed 
during  our  labors  and  tours  over  the  county.  .May  He  who  doeth 
all  things  well  irnide  ma  correctly  and  safely  throiitrh  another  year. 
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MONHOK   (JOUNTY— T.    H.   ScifHsw 


The  work  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  was  at  tended,  in  man  v 
instances,  with  very  gratifying  results.  There  was  a  material  in 
crease  over  that  of  the  previous  year  in  the  number  of  schools  char 
acterized  by  a  high  degree  of  efficiency.  This  is  due  to  the  steady 
advancement  of  the  teachers  in  prefessional  knowledge  and  skill.  Ii 
must  be  said  in  justice  to  the  majority  of  the  teachers  and  by  way  of 
commendation,  that  they  have  advanced  themselves,  professionally, 
beyond  the  material  considerations  offered  in  the  rural  districts. 
Hut.  with  their  aid.  I  hope  to  awaken  a  deeper  interest  in  our  schools 
among  the  people,  and  to  win  a  more  substantial  appreciation  for  the 
intelligent  and  efficient  service  in  the  school  room.  Encouraging 
results  have  already  been  realized.  The  fact  that  the  public  schools 
have  been  established  and  are  to  be  maintained  for  the  benefit  of 
the  children,  and  not  for  the  accommodation  of  applicants  for  th<' 
teacher's  position,  is  growing  in  public  sentiment.  Teachers  that 
have  been  successful  in  advancing  the  educational  interests  of  the 
children  are  sought  after,  and  the  salary  is  fixed  to  command  their 
.services.  This  is  business  tact  in  school  matters;  and  when  all  the 
districts  of  this  c(umty  come  to  recognize  it  as  such,  there  will 
not  only  be  general  improvement  among  the  schools,  but  the  results 
will  be  much  greater  and  better,  in  ]>roportion  to  the  amount  of 
money  invested. 

The  schools  in  the  borough  of  Delaware  Water  (lap  were  reorgan 
ized  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  and  they  entered  upon  the  year's 
work  in  accordance  with  a  well  arranged  course  of  study,  adopted 
by  the  board  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Excellent  work  was  done 
during  the  term,  and  the  patrons  highly  appreciated  the  earnest  and 
successful  efforts  of  the  teachers.  Nearly  all  the  pupils  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments  met  the  requirements  for  promotion,  and  a  prom 
ising  class  of  six  will  take  up  the  studies  in  the  high  school  this  year. 

The  graded  schools  at  Tannersville  have  added  a  new  item  to  their 
history.  A  class  of  three  young  ladies  were  graduated  from  the 
grammar  school.  The  graduating  exercises  proved  an  interesting 
occasion  to  the  patrons  of  the  school.  The  members  of  the  class 
performed  their  part  of  the  program  in  n  very  creditabh'  mannei-. 
The  address  to  the  graduates  was  delivei'ed  by  I  lie  ronnly  snperiii 
lendent. 

The   irr.'idiia  ting   cluss   (tf    (lie    K;ist    SI  r'niuNliiir!/    liiirli    school    was 
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smaller  than  usual,  numbering  only  two;  that  of  the  Stroudsburg 
high  school,  fourteen.  This  class  exceeded  in  number,  and  surpassed 
in  scholarship,  all  previous  classes,  although  the  classes  in  the  past 
had  an  enviable  reputation  for  high  grade,  average  scholarship. 

Improvements  in  school  accommodations  were  made  by  erecting 
one  new  school  house  in  each  of  the  following  townships:  Coolbaugh, 
Chestnut  Hill,  Eldred,  Jackson  and  Polk.  The  building  in  Cool 
baugh  entitles  the  citizens  of  that  district  to  the  honor  of  having 
the  coziest  two  room  school  building  in  the  county.  It  is  heated 
with  steam,  scientifically  arranged  for  ventilation  and  handsomely 
furnished.  The  one  in  Chestnut  Hill  also  provides  for  two  schools, 
and  in  design,  arrangement  and  finish,  it  stands  second  to  the  fore- 
going. Those  in  Polk,  Jackson  and  Eldred,  are  one  room  buildings, 
neat,  substantial  and  attractive  in  appearance.  Eldred  made  further 
improvements  by  furnishing  all  the  school  houses  in  the  township 
with  slate  surface.  A  number  of  schools  throughout  the  county  were 
supplied  with  either  new  desks  or  slate  blackboard. 

The  step  taken  by  Coolbaugh  and  Chestnut  Hill,  in  making  pro- 
vision for  graded  schools,  should  be  followed  by  several  other  town- 
ships in  the  county.  That  we  do  not  have  more  graded  schools  is  due 
largely  to  the  opposition  from  districts  with  ordinary  or  small  sized 
schools.  Apparently  the  people  of  those  districts  forget  that  from 
the  centre  of  population  comes  the  bulk  of  the  school  funds  for  the 
entire  township;  that  it  is  an  injustice  to  oblige  those  contributing 
most  to  the  school  fund  to  put  up  with  the  poorest  school  accommo- 
dations and  advantages.  Yet  such  is  the  case,  when  sixty  to  seventy 
pupils  are  crowded  into  one  room,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  one 
teacher,  while  the  same  number  in  other  districts  has  the  accommo- 
dation of  two  separate  buildings,  and  the  services  of  two  teachers. 

Expensive  school  apparatus  had  no  ready  market  in  this  county 
during  the  past  year.  The  directors  have  been  exercising  good  judg- 
ment in  this  respect.  We  have,  however,  some  of  those  aids  for 
draining  the  treasury,  hiding  under  the  dust.  They  serve  as  re- 
minders of  well-meant  but  mistaken  ideas.  Elaborately  constructed 
apparatus  presupposes  thoroughly  prepared  teachers,  and  without 
the  latter,  the  former  is  only  so  much  dead  material.  First,  and 
all  the  time,  the  good,  live  teacher,  and  the  directors  that  shall  judi- 
ciously use  the  available  school  funds  in  securing  that  best  of  all 
school  apparatus,  will  see  the  wisdom  of  their  judgment  in  the  su- 
perior excellence  of  the  schools,  and  their  name  will  be  honored  by 
the  children  growing  up  in  them. 

In  the  matter  of  school  libraries,  I  regret  to  say  very  little  progress 
has  been  made.  The  only  book  furnished  in  addition  to  the  text- 
books is  Webster's  International  Dictionary.  The  boroughs  of 
Stroudsburg  and  East  Stroudsburg  and  two  townships  have  also 
added  the  international  or  Johnson's  cyclopedia.     If  suoress  shall  fol 
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low  efforts,  the  next  annual  report  will  contain  sonictliing  more  en 
couraging  along  this  line. 

The  compulsory  law  has  been  doing  some  good  service  in  this 
county,  and  in  a  quiet  way.  The  directors  have  exercised  good  judg- 
ment and  secured  its  observance  without  trouble. 

The  county  institute  was,  in  every  respect,  a  very  successful  event. 
All  the  schools  in  the  county,  but  two,  were  represented.  The  fol- 
lowing were  the  day  instructors:  Drs.  White,  Home  and  Curran; 
Profs.  Bible,  Kemp,  Paul,  Park  and  Laury;  Miss  L.  E.  Patridge  and 
Hon.  Henry  Houck,  W.  A.  Shafer,  H.  L.  Walters,  N.  G.  Keiser  and  J. 
J.  Unger,  of  the  teachers,  also  took  part  in  the  regular  program.  The 
evening  entertainments  and  lectures  were  given  by  the  Torbett  Con- 
cert Company  and  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  A.  M.,  Rev.  J.  H.  Raker,  A.  M., 
and  E.  E.  W^hite,  LL.  D. 

Institute  work  was  continued  during  the  term  by  a  series  of  local 
institutes  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  I  was  present  at 
seventeen  of  these  meetings,  and  the  teachers,  with  few  exceptions, 
showed  a  commendable  degree  of  interest.  The  earnestness  with 
which  many  took  hold  of  the  work  inspired  the  more  reserved,  and 
their  efforts  resulted  in  arousing  popular  interest  in  these  conven- 
tions. The  practical  utility  of  this  agency  in  school  w'ork  could  be 
seen  in  the  school  room.  Those  teachers  who  had  no  interest  in 
local  institutes  furnished  no  evidence  of  interest  in  their  schools. 

With  thanks  to  teachers,  directors  and  parents  for  their  hearty 
co-operation,  kindness  and  good  will,  and  to  the  representatives  of 
the  Department  for  assistance  and  encouragement,  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit this  report. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— R.  F.  Hoffecker. 


A  review  of  one  year's  work  in  so  large  a  field  as  Montgomery 
county  brings  but  little  satisfaction  in  the  way  of  immediate  results. 

Real  school  progress  is  not  of  mushroom  growth  and  the  success 
of  a  year  is  frequently  spoiled  the  next  year  by  the  advent  of  new 
teachers  or  new  directors. 

No  growth  is  so  substantial  as  good  school  sentiment  firmly  fixed 
in  the  minds  of  the  people.  When  they  realize  the  necessity  for  good 
schools,  when  the  election  of  a  school  director  is  considered  of  more 
importance  than  any  other  local  officer,  when  political  bias  and  favor 
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itism  are  laid  aside  iu  order  to  elect  the  best  man.  iIhm  we  need  noi 
fear  for  the  prosperity  of  our  common  schools. 

The  people  of  our  county  have  not  yet  reached  this  happy  period, 
but  they  are  interested  in  popular  education,  desire  good  schools, 
discriminate  between  the  ability  of  teachers  and  are  proud  of  the 
standing  of  the  pupils  in  the  different  local  schools.  In  our  efforts 
to  promote  educational  growth  we  have  been  greatly  aided  by  the 
press  of  the  county,  which  has  given  invaluable  service  to  the  cause 
of  education,  by  drawing  the  attention  of  the  people  to  many  needed 
improvements,  giving  encouragement  to  progressive  school  move 
ments  and  publishing  many  valuable  statistics. 

Strong,  capable  and  energetic  teachers,  who  have  made  proper 
preparation  for  their  work,  do  not  only  make  good  schools,  but  pro- 
duce healthy  school  sentiment,  which  is  felt  in  adjoining  districts. 
The  time  of  choosing  teachers  always  brings  a  great  deal  of  anxiety 
without  power  to  act.  Directors  are  frequently  deceived  in  select- 
ing teachers,  who  hold  flattering  testimonials.  Experience  has 
surely  taught  many  that  recommendations  are  oftener  smooth  plans 
of  dismissal.  When  a  change  must  be  made  it  would  be  well  for 
directors  to  appoint  a  committee  to  visit  schools  and  to  select  such 
teachers  as  are  capable  of  maintaining  order,  securing  attention  and 
who  have  made  teaching  a  study.  When  it  becomes  necessary  to 
elect  inexperienced  teachers,  the  time  given  to  preparation,  the  course 
pursued,  the  standing  of  the  schools  attended  should  have  due  weight 
with  directors.  To  choose  because  the  applicant  lives  in  the  vicinity 
or  is  a  personal  friend  or  relative  should  be  sufficient  cause  for  the 
removal  of  a  director.  The  times  may  be  the  cause  or  the  excuse  to 
shorten  terms  and  lower  salaries,  but  the  school  interests  of  the 
county  are  in  safe  hands  and  but  little  reduction  will  be  made. 

The  school  buildings  erected  during  the  year  deserve  special  men 
tion. 

North  Wales  and  Ambler  each  built  an  addition  of  four  rooms. 
These  boroughs  now  rank  among  the  foremost  in  first  class  seating 
capacity,  combined  with  all  modern  conveniences.  Upper  Dublin  built 
a  house,  which  contains  four  school  rooms  and  a  room  for  text-books, 
supplies  and  a  library,  and  also  repaired  and  enlarged  another  build- 
ing. 

Abington  and  Norriton  each  built  a  house  with  two  rooms.  Wor 
cester,  Towamensing  and  Lower  Pottsgrove  each  built  a  house,  well 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  their  respective  localities.  All  of  these  new 
buildings  are  well  i)lanned.  well  lighted,  capable  of  good  ventilation 
and  have  the  best  methods  of  heating. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  no  extravagance  displayed  in  the 
purchase  of  apparatus.  What  has  been  bought  can  be  used  to  good 
jidvantnge.     Wo  still  firmlv  believe  in  a  graded  rf)iirse  of  study  wliicli 
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includes  a  tinal  cxauiiualioii.  11  is  an  in*ciili\«-  and  a  itnvard  for 
ambitious  teachers  and  a  goal  for  the  iudilferent.  It  is  an  induce- 
ment for  pupils  to  remain  longer  in  the  schools,  makes  more  evenlv 
balanced  students  and  gives  a  desire  for  higher  attainments.  In 
short  term  districts  nearly  all  pupils  who  graduate,  seek  some  higher 
institutions  of  learning.  This  course  is  paving  the  way  for  township 
high  schools.  Cheltenham,  Whitpain,  Plymouth  and  Abington  sus- 
tain good  high  schools  and  each  year  adds  to  their  strength  and 
efficiency. 

Cheltenham  district  opened  on  Monday  evening,  January  11,  1897, 
a  night  school,  which  was  continued  until  April  5.  During  the  three 
months  it  was  opened,  forty-five  pupils  were  enrolled,  whose  ages 
ranged  from  sixteen  to  thirty  years.  The  subjects  taught  were 
spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography  and  civil  govern 
ment.     The  success  of  the  school  was  far  greater  than  anticipated. 

Great  attention  is  still  given  to  the  establishment  and  increase  of 
libraries,  and  the  teachers  continue  to  respond  nobly  to  the  demands 
made  upon  them.  The  teachers  are  annually  reminded  of  their  duty 
in  respect  to  libraries.  Prior  to  county  institute,  a  program  of  the 
meeting  is  sent  to  each  teacher  and  enclosed  with  it  is  a  circular  letter 
asking  for  full  information  regarding  school  libraries.  No  matter 
how  small  the  report,  if  it  is  but  a  single  volume,  due  credit  is 
given.  A  report  of  the  libraries  of  each  district  is  published  and 
bound  with  the  teachers'  institute  proceedings,  a  free  copy  of  which 
is  sent  to  the  school  directors  of  the  county. 

The  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  law  caused  but  little  trouble 
or  contention  among  the  people.  In  nearly  all  cases  of  delinquency 
the  directors  found  sufficient  reasons  to  excuse  the  parents. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  Pottstown,  beginning 
October  26,  1896.  Eminent  and  practical  instructors  were  employed, 
who  held  large  audiences  every  session.  The  week  was  a  profitable 
and  enjoyable  one  to  the  teachers. 

Four  local  institutes  were  held.  Two  or  more  prominent  educators 
were  present  at  each  meeting. 

A  large  number  of  teachers  took  active  part  in  the  exercises. 
Local  institutes  still  hold  the  power  to  attract  and  interest  the  people. 

The  directors'  association  held  two  interesting  and  enthusiastic 
meetings.  Much  fruit  will  be  the  result  of  these  harmonious  gath- 
erings of  directors  from  all  parts  of  the  county.  The  outlook  points 
to  incessant  toil,  but  it  also  shows  the  growth  of  the  past.  Only 
four  districts  are  without  a  graded  course  of  study,  only  five  are 
without  a  library  in  some  of  the  schools  and  no  school  term  is  shorter 
than  seven  months. 

The  county  has  twenty-two  districts  of  ten  months  each,  twelve  of 
nine  months,  pigbt  of  pight  months  and  fiftoon  of  seven  months.     Sov 
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eral  of  the  last  will  probably  be  found  in  the  advanced  colunin  in  the 
near  future. 

Again  we  extend  cordial  thanks  to  the  State  Department  for  advice 
given  and  to  the  directors,  teachers  and  people  for  their  hearty  sup 
port. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— W.  D.  Steinbach. 


The  work  of  another  year  is  finished  and  we  look  forward  with  en- 
couraging hoi)es  that  the  work  so  faithfully  executed  by  our  teachers 
will  3'ield  most  excellent  results.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  submitting 
this  my  tenth  annual  report.  As  I  look  back  over  my  ten  years  of 
supervision  I  cannot  but  feel  highly  gratified  with  the  advancement 
that  has  been  made  in  different  lines  of  educational  work. 
Great  improvements  have  been  made  in  our  school  houses  and  out- 
buildings, so  that  at  the  present  time  I  think  we  can  boast  of  as  good 
buildings,  upon  the  whole,  as  any  county  in  this  great  Common- 
wealth. Two  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  in  Anthony 
township.  One,  an  old  brick  structure,  was  razed  to  the  ground 
during  the  September  gale.  Both  are  neat,  attractive  and  comforta- 
ble buildings,  and  now  with  but  one  exception,  Anthony  has  excellent 
accommodations  for  its  school  children.  One  good  brick  building 
in  Liberty  was  destroyed  by  the  great  storm,  which  necessitated  the 
erection  of  a  new  one,  and  another  was  soon  erected  in  its  place, 
which  for  strength,  neatness  and  mechanism  doubtless  stands  the 
peer  of  any  in  this  county. 

A  very  cozy  building  in  Mahoning  township,  on  Sidler  Hill,  was  also 
built  during  the  year,  which  for  beauty  and  design,  comfort  and  work- 
manship reflects  great  credit  upon  the  board  of  directors.  A  large 
number  of  our  houses  were  damaged  to  some  extent  and  of  course 
this  was  followed  by  unexpected  additional  expense.  In  every  town- 
ship there  is  a  strong  tendency  among  our  directors  to  improve  our 
school  buildings  and  our  schools. 

Yes,  the  block  peddler,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  visited  us  during  the 
year.  As  soon  as  I  found  he  was  here  I  made  a  personal  fight  against 
him.  He  succeeded  in  getting  his  blocks  into  five  of  our  schools — in 
West  Hemlock  and  Mayberry — at  a  total  expense  to  those  districts 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars.  The  fight  became  too  hot 
for  him  and  he  left  the  county.  This  naturally  frightened  the  map 
man  and  he  did  not  put  in  an  appearance.     A  word  of  caution  might 
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not  be  amiss  just  here.  Directors,  look  out  for  unscrupulous  supply 
agents  and  do  not  agree  to  buy  anything  until  a  regular  meeting  of 
your  board  is  called  and  the  subject  has  been  carefully  weighed  in  all 
its  bearings.  That  school  is  quite  well  equipped  that  has  a  good  sup- 
ply of  text-books,  pencils,  tablets,  a  good  slate  blackboard  and  if  pos- 
sible a  good  dictionary  and  a  few  cheap  outline  maps. 

The  subject  of  pupils  reading  to  learn  after  they  have  learned  to 
read  has  not  received  much  attention  during  the  past  year.  A  few 
of  our  most  progressive  teachers  have  done  a  little  in  that  direction 
by  way  of  having  a  reading  table  and  bringing  a  supply  of  such  papers 
as  the  Youth's  Companion  and  some  of  the  leading  magazines.  I  will 
give  it  the  attention  this  year  that  its  importance  demands. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  during  Christmas  week  and  while  it 
was  not  well  attended  by  the  citizens  of  Danville  and  the  count}^  gen- 
erally, the  attendance  of  teachers  was  good,  and  from  a  literary  stand- 
point it  was  a  success.  Many  of  our  best  teachers  gave  class  exer- 
cises, read  papers  and  took  part  in  many  of  the  discussions  on  im- 
portant questions.  Dr.  J.  P.  Welsh  and  Prof.  William  Noetling,  of 
the  Bloomsburg  normal,  were  with  us  the  greater  part  of  the  week 
and  rendered  very  valuable  services.  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy 
State  Superintendent,  was  with  us  during  two  days  and  in  his 
happy  and  delightful  manner  entertained  and  instructed  our  teach- 
ers. He  delivered  an  evening  lecture,  "Bound  to  Win,"  which  pleased 
our  people  very  much.  Few  men  are  as  popular  as  he  among  our 
people.  Dr.  Byron  W.  King  addressed  the  institute  in  an  able  and 
eloquent  manner  and  in  the  evening  gave  an  elocutionary  entertain- 
ment which  was  far  above  the  average.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State 
Superintendent,  appeared  before  the  institute  and  addressed  the 
teacher  in  a  strong,  grand  and  eloquent  appeal  for  better  schools. 
His  talk  was  much  appreciated  and  the  force  of  it  will  long  be  felt 
among  our  teachers. 

With  many  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  ser- 
vices rendered  and  to  all  who  so  kindly  assisted  me  in  my  labors  I 
close  my  annual  report  for  1896-97. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— W.  F.  Hoch. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  marked  by  good  work  on  the 
part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

Only  thirty-one  of  our  teachers  are  beginners  and  thirty  per  cent. 
(»f  these  were  normal  school  graduates,  having  the  benefit  of  the 


112  PUBLIC  INS'l'KUCriUN  Ott.  Doc. 

luudi'l  srboul  luiiiiiiig.  Ol'  I  he  L'TT.  icaclic'is.  i;Jo  hav*-  lauylil  iiiorr 
than  li\c  terms.  Six  are  graduates  of  colleges,  87  are  graduates  of 
normal  schools.  «>2  hold  penn;m«'n1  certificates  and  11.'^  provisional 
certificates. 

We  held  uiueteeii  regular  exaiuinaiiuns  aud  several  specials.  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  applicants  were  examined,  of  which  ten  received 
professional  certificates.  14(1  pr(t\ -sional  certificat»s  and  100  were 
rejected. 

If  has  b;'eu  our  aim  to  get  the  best  qualified  teachers  for  our  schools 
aud  in  ordei'  to  do  this  the  standard  of  certificates  has  been  raised 
from  \ear  to  year.  The  standard  is  high  enough  now  lo  exclude  all 
who  do  n(*t  have  a  pretty  thorough  knowledge  of  th  '  common  school 
branches  Most  of  the  applicants  before  they  a])])ly  for  a  (.eriificate 
l.'ave  attended  either  a  normal  school  or  a<'ademy  for  at  least  two 
or  three  sessions. 

Five  ne\\  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  One  in  lietlilehem 
township,  two  in  Washington  and  two  in  Williams.  The  one  in  Beth- 
lehem township  is  a  substantial  brick  building,  furnished  with  patent 
fniniture  and  slate  surface. 

The  two  in  AVashington  are  frame  buildings,  properly  furuislitd. 
Williams  erected  two  very  tine  brick  buildings.  These  are  the  besi 
and  handsomest  school  buildings  in  the  county. 

The  Delaware  building  is  32  by  3()  feet,  with  hallway  4  feet  wide, 
and  ceiling  12  feet.  Entire  inside  is  wainscoted  3|  feet  high.  Cost 
of  building  aud  lot.  $2,500.  The  Cedarville  building  is  32  by  40  feet, 
with  cloak  rooms  0  by  14  feet,  and  ceiling  13  feet  high.  Entire  in 
side  is  wainscoted  4  feet  high.  Cost  of  building  and  lot,  |2,600. 
lioth  buildings  lia\-e  hard  wood  finish,  a  cellar  under  entire  building, 
and  are  furnished  with  the  latest  aud  best  patent  furniture  and 
plenty  of  slate  surface. 

Many  other  improvements  in  houses,  outbuildings,  fences,  etc.,  have 
been  made  in  the  different  districts.  Since  the  increase  in  the  State 
apy)ropriation,  most  of  the  districts  in  the  county  have  made  addi 
tions  to  their  supply  of  apparatus.  All  our  school  rooms  except  two 
are  supplied  with  jtatent  furnitui-*'  and  all  <*xcej)t  thirty  with  slate 
surface. 

Out  of  the  thirty  districts,  seventeen  are  supplied  with  outline 
nuijis.  twenty-eight  with  reading  charts,  eighteen  with  dictionaries, 
and  eighteen   with  the  international  encyclopedia. 

Many  of  the  districts  are  also  supplied  with  globes  atid  the  county. 
State  and  United  States  maps. 

A  few  of  our  distri<-ts  do  not  have  anything  in  this  line  worth  men- 
tioning. 

<'onsiderable  interest  has  been  manifested  the  last  few  years  in 
.«*iho()l   libraries.     The  iniportauce  of  giving  our  children   an  oppor 
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liiuily  Ui  got  iirquuiiited  witli  good  literature  ju  oidei   iIimI   iIkv   iiiav 
acquire  a  taste  for  reading caunot  Itc  ovorestinialed. 

Many  (tf  the  teachers  in  the*  rural  districts  collected  from  tive 
to  twenty  dollais  llirougli  their  pupils,  with  which  they  started 
a  small  library. "  The  following  are  some  of  the  largest  libraries  in 
the  county;  Nazareth,  775  volumes;  Bangor,  482  volumes;  Pen 
Argyl,  250  volumes;  Freemansburg,  218  volumes;  East  Bangor,  175 
volumes;  Portland,  154  volumes;  Hellertown,  l.'>5  volumes;  North- 
ampton, 96  volumes. 

\Ye  hope  to  be  able  to  report  considerable  progress  frotii  year  to 
year  in  this  good  work. 

The  thirty-fourth  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was  again 
held,  through  the  kindness  of  the  board  of  control,  in  the  assembly 
room  of  the  Easton  high  school,  October  19-23,  1896.  Day  instruc- 
tion was  given  by  Profs.  G.  P.  Bible,  J.  B.  DeMotte,  Geo.  W.  Hull, 
W.  W.  Deatrick,  (Jeo.  W.  Twitmyer,  K.  L.  Kemp,  Drs.  Byron  \\'. 
King,  Geo.  M.  Philips  and  A.  R.  Home. 

The  primary  teachers  met  in  separate  session  on  Tuesday,  Wednes- 
day and  Thursday  forenoons  and  were  instructed  by  Supt.  O.  R.  Wilt 
on  Language  Training,  by  Miss  Mariam  S.  Skidmore  on  Primary 
Methods,  by  Supt.  Geo.  \A'.  Twitmyer  on  The  Primary  Teacher's  Op 
portunity,  and  by  Byron  W.  King  on  Reading. 

The  evening  entertainments  were:  Monday  night.  Rev.  J.  H.  Raker, 
"Vesuvius,  Herculaneum  and  Pompeii;'"  Tuesday  night.  Prof.  J.  B. 
l-)eMotte,  "Python  Eggs  and  the  American  Boy;'"  Wednesday  night. 
Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  "Miscellaneous  Readings;"  Thursday  night,  a 
musical  entertainment  by  "The  Ollie  Torbett  Concert  Company." 

On  Wednesday  the  directors'  association  met.  President  Bishop 
made  a  brief  report  on  the  work  of  the  State  Directors"  Association, 
formed  at  Harrisburg.  The  following  topics  were  then  taken  up  and 
discussed:  Round  Table  Conference,  Compulsory  School  Law,  mem 
luM's;  School  Legislation,  Dr.  A.  R.  Home;  address,  Prof.  J.  B.  Dc 
Motte.  It  was  decided  to  send  five  delegates  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  State  association  and  pay  their  expenses  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
county  directors'  association.  The  chairman  appointed  the  follow- 
ing delegates:  Dr.  G.  M.  Schwartz,  of  Pen  Argyl;  M.  J.  Shimer,  Free 
mansburg;  Wm.  B.  Lilly,  Bethlehem;  S.  R.  Odenwelder,  Nazareth, 
and  J.  H.  Halleman,  South  Bethlehem. 

Six  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  in  different  sections 
of  the  county.  The  meetings  were  well  attended  by  both  teachers 
and  citizens.  At  two  of  the  institutes  Hon.  Henry  Houck  gave  the 
evening  lecture  and  also  assisted  in  the  day  work.  Our  teachers  de- 
serve special  credit  for  the  active  part  they  took  at  these  meetings. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  who 
have  in  any  way  contributed  towards  the  success  of  our  s<'hoo1s 

s-  5  -97 
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NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Ira  Shipman. 


The  public  schools  of  Northumberland  county  have  made  fair 
progress  during  the  past  year.  In  some  districts  wages  were  lowered 
but  we  are  pleased  to  say  to  the  credit  of  nearly  all  teachers,  that 
their  zeal  in  the  work  did  not  make  a  corresponding  change.  We 
can  not  hold  in  high  esteem,  as  a  teacher,  the  person  who  says,  when  I 
receive  $25  a  month,  I  will  do  25  dollar  teaching.  The  probabilities 
are,  that  if  that  same  person  should  receive  |50  a  month  he  would 
still  do  25  dollar  teaching.  Such  a  view  of  the  teacher's  ijrofession, 
if  acted  upon  must  react  to  the  detriment  of  the  system  and  incalcu 
lable  loss  to  the  pupils  who  may  be  unfortunate  enough  to  be  sub 
ject  to  such  supervision  and  training. 

A  marked  change  in  the  desire  manifested  by  teachers  for  better 
professional  training  is  noticeable.  This  statement  is  not  applicable 
to  all,  who,  on  account  of  position,  may  be  called  teacher,  but  we  do 
know  from  personal  observation  and  inquiry  that  at  least  80  per 
cent,  of  the  teachers  are  reading,  studying  and  practically  applying 
the  best  methods  suggested  by  the  best  books  and  journals  of  edu- 
cation. In  many  schools  we  find  on  teachers'  desks  the  latest  jour- 
nals and  some  standard  work  or  works  on  methods,  ready  for  use, 
should  opportunity  offer  for  supplementing  the  so  called  logical 
arrangement  of  text-book  matter. 

The  sleek  block  and  chart  men  have  gotten  in  some  of  their  work 
in  Northumberland  county.  It  is  remarkable  how  carefully  most 
of  these  dealers  in  wood  and  paper  avoid  those  who  really  know  and 
understand  the  financial  and  educational  value  of  their  wares. 

The  free  text-book  law  has  been  the  greatest  gift  that  could  have 
been  bestowed  upon  financially  poor  parents.  Were  it  not  for  the 
prudent  foresight  of  the  legislative  bodies  that  enacted  this  law, 
many  children  in  these  hard  times  could  not  attend  school,  and  the 
compulsory  attendance  law  would  necessarily  be  less  effective  than 
what  it  has  been. 

Directors  too  often  purchase  a  cheap  grade  of  supplies,  apparently 
thinking  this  to  be  a  saving  of  money,  but  it  too  often  proves  to 
be  false  economy.  We  cannot  reasonably  expect  good  results  from 
teachers  and  pupils  by  supplying  them  with  inferior  quality  or 
scanty  supply  of  school  working  materials.  In  those  schools  in 
which  there  is  a  liberal  supply  of  good  working  materials  and  in 
which  teachers  insist  upon  preservation  of  tablet  work  done  by 
pupils,  we  find  more  accuracy,  better  taste  displayed  and  more  syste 
ma  tie  work.  * 
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The  International  dictionary  is  in  almost  every  school  in  the 
county,  in  which  pupils  can  make  use  of  it,  but  we  have  a  few  districts 
that  should  be  better  supplied  with  suitable  charts,  window  curtains 
and  small  dictionaries. 

Elementary  science  work  is  becoming  more  popular  and  its  educa 
tional  value  better  understood  each  year.  It  is  observed  in  schools 
taught  by  teachers  well  founded  in  elementary  science  or  observation 
work,  that  every  branch  taught  is  made  to  mean  more  than  the 
printed  page.  Imagination  and  reason  go  searching  for  hidden  in- 
formation. Geography,  history,  reading  and  language  continually 
supplement  each  other,  thus  making  each  more  practical,  more  inter- 
esting and  more  valuable. 

The  central  examinations  held  at  the  close  of  the  last  three  years 
have  given  the  rural  districts  a  phase  of  school  work  to  which  they 
had  not  been  accustomed.  The  few  who  predicted  failure  to  a  course 
of  study  in  rural  schools  have  lived  long  enough  to  see  that  such  a 
system  can  be  carried  out  with  good  results. 

The  most  valuable  service  of  a  superintendent  in  a  large  county 
does  not  lie  merely  in  visiting  the  schools,  but  rather  in  outlining 
and  giving  direction  to  the  work.  In  this,  the  printing  press  and  the 
mails  are  indispensable  factors.  Frequent  visitation  is  accom- 
plished, practically,  through  the  system  of  reviews  and  reports  in 
use  in  the  county.  This  line  of  review  work  has  for  its  object  the 
development  of  thought,  originality  and  self  reliance.  It  stimulates 
the  pupils  to  study  from  proper  motives  and  is  intended  to  regulate, 
supplement  and  strengthen  the  work  done  by  teachers. 

This  line  of  work  is  not  without  cost  and  much  additional  labor, 
but  we  desire  to  see  the  country  schools  rise  and  become  close  compet- 
itors with  our  best  town  schools  in  the  branches  allowed  to  be  taught. 

Give  the  country  as  long  a  term,  by  one  month,  as  the  town,  and 
teachers  a  salary  proportional  to  work  required  to  be  done  and  the 
country  schools  will  become  close  rivals  of  the  town  schools.  I  do 
not  speak  thus  laudingly  of  the  country  schools  to  the  discredit  of 
the  town  schools,  for  we  know  that  the  town  schools  are  under  the 
direction  of  competent  supervising  principals  and  teachers  and  that 
they  are  doing  very  creditable  work. 

The  heavy  wind  of  September  30,  1896,  did  much  damage  to  school 
property;  eight  school  houses  were  wholly  or  partially  destroyed. 
East  Chillisquaque  rebuilt  the  school  house  at  Potts  Grove,  that  was 
badly  damaged  by  the  storm,  making  it  contain  two  rooms  instead 
of  one;  the  schools  of  this  district  will  be  conducted  along  the  line 
of  central  high  schools.  A  modern  two  story,  four  room  building 
was  erected  in  Coal.  This  building  is  among  the  best  in  the  county 
in  the  line  of  light,  lieating,  ventilation  and  furniture.     A  two  story 
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frame  buildiiig  wua  cierled  al  Heiiidou,  in  Jacksou.  Lower  Mahauov 
rebuilt  three  of  their  school  houses,  one  on  aceouul  of  lon^  use,  the 
other  two  on  account  of  damage  by  the  storm.  Mt.  Carmel  townshij) 
built  two  two  roouj  frame  buildings,  good  style  of  architecture. 
Many  flag  poles,  from  which  float  the  stars  and  stripes,  were  erected 
in  difi'erent  parts  of  the  county,  but  especially  in  Lewis  and  Uela 
ware  districts.  February  5th  was  obseryed  throughout  the  county 
as  parents'  and  patrons'  day. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Sunbury,  December  14-18,  inclus- 
ive, 1896.  There  were  300  hundred  teachers  enrolled  and  110  direct- 
ors in  attendance.  Shamokin  and  Milton  teachers  were  not  enrolled. 
Local  institutes  were  organized  within  reasonable  distance  of  almost 
every  teacher  in  the  county,  but  were  only  middling  well  attended. 

The  first  call  for  a  county  institute  in  Northumberland  county  was 
issued  in  1855,  by  my  learned  friend,  Hon.  J.  J.  Reimensnyder,  then 
county  superintendent,  and  now  present  at  this  the  last  county  insti- 
tute held.  The  first  institute  was  held  at  Sunbury,  in  the  old  court 
house  that  stood  in  Col.  James  Cameron  Park,  and  continued  in  ses- 
sion two  days. 

The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  institutes  up  to  1875  were 
published  in  pamphlet  form  and  distributed  among  the  teachers. 
Since  1875  the  only  record  of  proceedings  of  which  we  know,  except 
for  the  past  four  years,  must  be  sought  from  the  new'spaper  files  in 
the  respective  offices.  The  minutes  for  the  past  four  years  have 
been  neatly  transcribed  by  Misses  Cummings  and  Gray,  the  secre 
taries  of  the  last  institute,  in  a  book  purchased  for  that  purpose. 

Of  the  teachers  employed  during  the  school  year  189G-7,  119  held 
provisional  certificates,  38  professionals,  42  permanents  and  34  nor 
inal  school  diplomas.     The  average  age  is  27  years. 

Among  hindrances  to  progress  are,  shortness  of  term,  low  salaries 
of  teachers,  indifference  on  the  part  of  some  patrons,  irregular  at 
tendance,  lack  of  necessary  apparatus  and  scanty  supi)ly  of  tablets, 
pencils,  etc.,  in  a  few  districts,  interference  by  patrons  as  to  methods 
used  by  teachers,  frequent  change  of  teachers  and  a  kind  of  low 
toned  grumbling  by  a  few  who  seem  to  be  lamenting  over  lost  oppor- 
tunities. 

Habitual  change  of  teachers,  except  for  incompetency,  cruelty,  neg- 
ligence or  immorality  is  the  most  serious  drawback  to  progress  in  our 
public  schools.  There  is  more  reason  for  railroad  companies  to 
change  superintendents,  train  dispatchers  and  foremen  every  year 
than  there  is  for  school  directors  to  bo  changing  competent  teachers 
every  year. 

We  note  with  pride  and  satisfaction  that  several  districts  do  recog- 
nize tenure  of  teachers'  position,  but  we  refer  to  it  with  regret,  that 
in  too  many  instances  pxpprif^ncpd.  siiccpssfnl  toa«-])ors  are  displaced 


No.  ;,  PKKKV    CUUN'I  V.  1  IT 

to  make  rouiii  fur  tiiuse  who  might  succeed  in  utLei  work,  but  who 
have  but  little  natural  ability  for  the  teacher's  work,  and  no  higher 
motive  than  making  it  a  stepping  stone  to  some  other  profession. 

If  teachers  had  more  assurance  of  being  retained  from  year  to 
year,  their  interest  would  be  increased,  they  would  surround  them 
selves  with  more  books  of  reference,  feel  themselves  under  greater 
obligations  to  attend  all  educational  meetings,  would  be  looked  upon 
by  patrons  of  their  districts  as  leaders  of  thought,  would  be  less 
criticised  by  local  gossips  who  never  enter  the  school  room  to  ascer- 
tain the  true  nature  of  the  teacher's  work,  and  would  become  a 
stronger  factor  in  the  cause  and  advancement  of  the  common  school 
system. 

Hoping  for  a  continuance  of  progress  in  school  work,  and  thanking 
all  who  have  in  any  way  aided  me  during  the  past  four  years  in  pro 
moting  the  interests  of  the  schools.  T  submit  this  my  fourth  annual 
report. 


I'ERKV  COUNTY— Ezra  H.  Hrvner. 


In  presenting  this,  my  lirst  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  if 
Perry  county,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  note  the  healthy  growth  of  the 
schools  as  the  year  advanced.  On  account  of  the  lack  of  personal 
knowiedge  of  the  schools  of  the  county  prior  to  my  appointment  as 
superintendent,  I  am  unable  to  make  a  comparison  of  this  year's 
work  and  that  of  previous  years.  From  reports  received  from  school 
directors  and  friends  of  education  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 
I  am  led  to  infer  that  there  has  been  in  the  main  a  general  advance 
along  the  line  of  solid  and  hopeful  improvement. 

The  demand  for  teachers  of  high  grade  and  scholarship  is  growing. 
but  the  salaries  offered  in  some  cases  are  lamentably  small.  It  will 
be  impossible  to  hold  within  the  county  the  best  teachers  until  direct 
ors  are  made  to  realize  that  the  ''laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire"  in 
this  as  in  every  other  pursuit  in  life,  and  that  it  is  false  economy  to 
hire  the  cheapest  attainable. 

The  standard  of  education  has  been  raised  during  the  past  year. 
and  greater  advancement  may  be  looked  for  in  the  coming  year.  Only 
thoseteacheis  who  arc  willing  and  nnxioiis  to  improve  tlieniselvcs  ma  v 
expect  to  }»«•  rctaiin'd       That  the  patrons  in  general  arc  tnking  a  greal 
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interest  iu  school  affairs  and  the  cause  of  education,  is  evidenced  by 
the  large  numbers  which  are  in  attendance  at  all  educational  meet- 
ings, whether  it  be  at  the  county  institute,  the  district  institute  or 
the  commencement  of  the  borough  high  school. 

At  Newport,  in  connection  with  the  regular  monthly  visiting  com- 
mittee of  school  directors,  several  citizens  are  appointed  each  month 
to  visit  the  schools.  This  plan  might  be  followed  by  all. other  dis- 
tricts in  the  county  with  great  profit,  both  to  the  schools  and  to  the 
citizens. 

In  the  rural  districts  teachers  and  pupils  alike  complain  of  the  non- 
visitation  of  directors.  In  every  district  one  or  two,  or  even  three,  may 
be  found  who  feel  it  their  duty  and  now  and  then  devote  a  day  to 
visiting  the  schools.  It  should  be  the  aim  and  desire  of  each  and 
every  director  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  with  the  same  fidelity 
and  care  that  he  would  exercise  in  the  conduct  of  his  own  business. 
If  he  can  not  do  this,  he  should  not  accept  the  trust. 

The  progress  of  the  school,  the  success  of  both  teacher  and  pupil, 
depends  very  largely  upon  the  interest  which  the  managers,  the 
directors,  take  in  it. 

One  school  house  was  built  in  each  of  the  following  districts:  Mad- 
ison, S.  W.,  Juniata,  and  one  story  was  added  to  the  Oak  Grove  school 
house  in  Spring  township;  these  rooms  were  supplied  with  excellent 
furniture  and  good  blackboards. 

New  furniture  was  placed  in  several  houses  throughout  the  county; 
a  larger  number  is  expected  to  be  furnished  during  the  coming  year. 

The  "chart  and  block  peddlers"  have  made  very  few  inroads  in 
Perry  county.  Attempts  were  made  in  a  number  of  districts  to  in- 
troduce them  through  deception,  but  they  proved  unsuccessful. 

Classes  were  graduated  from  Duncannon,  Marysville  and  Newport 
high  schools. 

The  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  New  Bloomfield,  Novem- 
ber 9-13,  1896.  Our  instructors  were:  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  E. 
O.  Lyte,  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Baer,  Dr.  C.  C.  Rounds, 
Supt.  Geo.  W.  Twitmyer,  Prof.  Geo.  Black  Roddy  and  Rev.  F.  H. 
Weidenhammer. 

The  attractions  of  the  evening  were:  Rev.  I.  M.  Foster,  Hon.  H.  W. 
J.  Ham,  The  Torbett  Concert  Company  and  Hon.  Wallace  Bruce. 

The  first  annual  session  of  the  Perry  county  association  of  school 
directors  convened  in  the  grand  jury  room  of  the  court  house  on 
Thursday,  November  12,  1896,  at  ten  a.  m. 

The  attendance  was  about  fifty  directors;  the  president,  J.  C. 
Hall,  M.  D.,  of  Millerstown,  delivered  an  eloquent  address,  in  which 
he  gave  the  object  and  aim  of  the  organization.  An  interesting  pro- 
gram was  carried  out  during  the  day,  in  which  a  large  number  of  di- 
rectors took  an  active  part.     A  number  of  important  resolutions  were 
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passed.     The  association  elected  H.  E.  Sheibley  and  J.  B.  Lahr  to  the 

State  coDYention  of  school  directors.  At  three  p.  m.  the  directors 
met  in  joint  session  with  the  institute  and  were  addressed  by  Dr.  G. 
M.  D.  Eckels,  Dr.  C.  C.  Rounds,  and  the  Hon.  Wallace  Bruce  recited 
one  of  his  fine  poems,  entitled  "The  Coast  Survey,  or  the  Girl  with  the 
Big  Mouth." 

Although  this  association  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  we  feel  that  our 
schools  have  felt  its  influence  for  good  already. 

Seven  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  months  of  December, 
January  and  February,  all  of  which  were  well  attended. 

The  directors  and  teachers  of  Tyrone  township  organized  a  monthly 
district  institute.  In  these  meetings  they  discussed  different  meth- 
ods employed  in  teaching  various  branches  and  complex  questions  of 
school  government.  They,  and  the  superintendent  with  them,  would 
recommend  this  plan  to  every  other  district  in  Perry  county.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended  by  directors,  teachers  and  citizens,  thus 
proving  to  be  a  most  important  factor  toward  making  the  school  of 
Tyrone  township  even  more  successful  than  in  the  past. 

Thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  the  many  courtesies  ex- 
tended, to  the  directors,  teachers  and  patrons  for  their  interest  and 
encouragement,  to  the  press  for  its  kindness  and  willingness  to 
publish  educational  news. 


PIKE  COUNTY— George  Sawyer. 


The  work  of  the  school  year  just  passed  compares  favorably  with 
the  record  of  previous  years  if  it  does  not  even  surpass  it  both  in 
advancement  and  in  the  interest  manifested. 

The  teachers  were  earnest  and  faithful,  willing  to  do  all  that  could 
be  done  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  pupils.  Their  desire  to 
do  good  teaching  has  stimulated  an  unusually  large  number  of  them 
to  endeavor  to  raise  their  standard  of  scholarship,  and  as  a  result,  the 
schools  were  made  better,  the  pupils  had  the  advantage  of  drawing 
from  broader  minds,  and  a  new  impetus  has  been  given  to  the  work 
that  can  be  attributed  not  only  to  the  desire  of  pupils  to  advance, 
but  to  the  mutual  interests  of  scholars  and  teachers. 

The  results  obtained  from  the  annual  county  institute  held  in  Mil- 
ford,  October  26-30,  were  very  encouraging,  many  things  having  been 
presented  there  which  were  put  into  practice,  and  consequently  were 
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productive  of  jjood  l■^•^slllts.  espfcinllv  so  in  tin-  i  ;isc  of  oiii   yoiiiiger 
(oachers. 

Xinetv-t'tmi-  per  l-ojjI.  oJ  lLn'  w  lioie  iiniuber  of  Leaclieis  were  in  ill 
tendance  and  an  nnusuallv  lar<ie  unmber  of  directors.  The  meetings, 
both  dav  and  evening  sessions,  were  well  attended  by  the  public. 
Instruction  was  given  by  Supt.  CTeo.^A'.  Tw  itniyer.of  Bethlehem;  Prof. 
K.  L.  Kemp,  of  East  Siroudsbiirg  normal,  and  I'i'of.  \V.  FT.  Detwiler. 
of  Bloomsburg. 

The  standard  of  examinations  has  been  raised  over  that  of  pre- 
vious years,  in  consequence  of  which  on\y  those  who  are  progressive 
find  a  place  in  our  corps  of  teachers.  The  less  ambitions  or  poorly 
e(]uii)ped  ones  being  droi)ped  from  the  list. 

.\11  examinations  are  written  and  each  teacher  of  a  class  has  the 
same  (juestions.  This  method  is  not  very  interesting  to  the  specta 
tors  who  assemble,  but  it  is  the  faii'est  and  best  way  to  test  a  teach 
er's  qualification. 

Ten  public  and  nine  s[»ecial  examinations  were  held  dni'itig  the 
year. 

One  hundred  sixteen  applicants  were  examined,  thirty  i  wo  of  whom 
fell  below  the  required  seventy-five  per  cent,  to  class  them  as  properly 
i|ualified  teachers. 

Irregularity  in  attendance,  due  partly  to  sickness,  but  largely  to 
other  causes  that  might  have  been  prevented,  has  not  only  broken 
into  the  regular  classification  of  pupils,  but  has  been  a  hindrance  to 
the  advancement  of  those  who  were  able  to  be  present  every  day. 
There  has  been,  however,  a  better  attendance  throughout  the  year 
than  at  any  time  during  my  term  of  oftice,  seven  of  the  eleven  dis 
tricts  reporting  an  inciease  in  attendance  of  from  five  to  eight  per 
cent. 

One  new  school  house  was  built  in  Palmyra  district  during  the 
year.  It  is  a  substantial  frame  building,  finished  on  the  inside  with 
Georgian  pine,  ash,  etc..  is  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  7)resents 
a  cheerful  appearance. 

-V  number  of  the  plaster  walls  in  the  buildings  of  the  various  dis 
tricts  have  given  place  to  Georgian  pine  finish. 

The  school  houses  in  Greene  district  were  all  repainted  and  fur 
nished  with  slate  blackboards,  book  cases,  etc..  during  the  year. 

The  interest  shown  by  directors  in  the  advancement  of  the  schools 
has  been  commendable,  and  to  them,  to  the  press,  patrons  of  the 
schools  and  to  all  who  have  helped  to  mak<'  the  work  of  the  year 
pleasant,  T  extend  my  sincere  thanks. 
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There  are  five  libraries  iu  the  schools  of  the  coiiutv.  Oue  of  these 
was  established,  and  books  were  added  to  three,  during  the  year.  The 
funds  for  these  libraries  were  secured  by  subscription  and  school 
entertainments. 

Eight  districts  piir(liase<l  blocks  at  $ii'2  per  set,  and  two  districts 
sets  of  maps. 

The  average  length  of  the  school  term  is  (if  months.  The  average 
wages  and  the  short  school  term  of  this  county  hinder  progress  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers,  yet  many  are  nobly  devoting  themselves  to  their 
work. 

The  institute  was  held  October  20  to  30,  and  was  attended  by  twd 
hundred  twenty-five  teachers.  The  instructors  were  Miss  Anna 
Buckbee,  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer.  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith  and  Dr.  Heber  Hoi 
brook.  Five  minute  papers  were  prepared  by  twenty  different  teach- 
ers, and  each  day  one  period  was  set  aside  for  questions  by  teachers, 
I  lie  subject  upon  which  questions  were  to  be  asked  having  been  pre- 
viously assigned.  The  aim  was  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  teach- 
ers and  to  make  each  teacher  responsible  for  the  success  of  the  in 
stitute.  The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  a  reception,  a  con 
cert  by  the  Lyric  quartet  and  lectures  by  Prof.  John  B.  DeMotte  and 
Oen.  John  B.  Gordon. 

The  directors'  association  met  on  Thursday  of  institute  week  foi 
the  first  time  since  its  organization,  with  twenty  members  present. 

.\  special  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  better  professional  qualifi- 
cations on  the  part  of  the  teachers.  The  course  of  professional  read 
ing  for  the  county  during  the  year  consisted  of  Parker's  ''Talks  on 
Pedagogics,"  and  Prince's  "Courses  and  Methods,"  upon  which  the 
examination  in  theory  of  teaching  was  based.  With  but  few  excep- 
tions the  teachers  of  the  county  have  visited  one  or  more  schools  dur 
ing  the  year.  There  were  five  sessions  of  the  Potter  county  teachers' 
association.  Every  teacher  in  the  county  is  expected  to  be  present 
at  one  of  these  meetings.  Several  schools  have  arranged  for  classes 
in  theory  of  teaching  and  a  number  of  teachers  have  gone  to  normal 
schools  for  the  spring  term.  Unprogressive  and  incompetent  teach 
ers  have  been  dropped  as  far  as  possible  and  only  a  number  sufficient 
to  accommodate  the  schools  has  been  granted  certificates.  It  is  the 
aim  to  permit  no  one  to  teach  the  coming  year  that  has  not  had  spe 
cial  training  for  teaching. 
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The  I'equiiemeuts  in  all  other  branches  of  stiid;^  hu\e  been  more 
rigid  than  heretofore,  especially  in  English.  The  general  informa- 
tion of  teachers  is  too  limited.  In  teachers'  examination  the  question 
was  asked,  "What  general  reading  have  you  done  during  the  year?" 
Many  teachers  had  not  read  a  magazine  or  a  standard  literary  work. 

Candidates  for  professional  certificates  were  examined  in  gram- 
mar based  on  Milton's  "Paradise  Lost"  and  Macauley's  "Essay  on 
Milton,"  and  in  theory  of  teaching  based  on  the  reading  courses  of  the 
last  three  years,  besides  writing  an  essay  on  "A  Course  of  Study  for 
Ungraded  Schools." 

Ten  pupils  out  of  forty-nine  candidates  completed  the  course  of 
study  for  common  schools,  five  completed  a  two  years'  high  school 
course,  and  five  a  four  years'  high  school  course. 

The  classification  register  has  proven  a  great  benefit  to  our  schools. 
Teachers  now  begin  a  school  familiar  with  its  classification  and  know 
where  each  class  and  each  pupil  are  to  begin  work.  We  have  visited 
schools  on  the  first  day  of  the  term  where  a  new  teacher  presided  and 
by  the  aid  of  the  classification  register  and  text-book  record  the 
school  was  organized  in  fifteen  minutes. 

Twice  during  the  school  term,  at  the  middle  and  at  the  end,  uniform 
examination  questions  were  sent  to  all  the  ungraded  schools  and 
schools  of  less  than  four  rooms  of  the  county.  Three  days  were  set 
apart  for  each  examination.  The  questions  were  intended  to  be  sug- 
gestive to  teachers  as  well  as  a  test  for  pupils.  In  instances  where  the 
questions  did  not  fit  the  work  done  by  the  pupils,  teachers  were  per- 
mitted to  make  out  another  list,  which  was  sent  to  the  superintend- 
ent. In  schools  of  more  than  three  grades  teachers  made  out  their 
own  questions  and  sent  them  to  the  superintendent.  After  the 
papers  were  looked  over  by  the  teachers,  a  report  was  sent  of  each 
school  to  the  superintendent.  The  reporting  sheets  are  duplicates 
of  the  pages  in  the  classification  register. 

I  thank  all  that  have  contributed  to  the  educational  interests  of 
the  county. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— G.  W.  Weiss. 


Directors'  Association. 

The  seventeenth  annual  convention  of  the  directors'  association 
of  Schuylkill  county  was  held  in  the  grammar  school  building  on 
Centre  street.  Pottsville,  on  Wednesdav,  November  11th,  1890.     The 
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proceedings  were  harmonious  and  instructive  to  the  large  body  of 
intelligent  directors  present,  who  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
papers  read  and  their  subsequent  discussion. 

A  paper  by  C.  C.  Matten,  Esq.,  on  "The  Relation  and  Duties  of 
Directors  to  the  Public  Schools"  was  highly  commended  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

An  elaborate  report  was  read  by  R.  A.  Wilder,  Esq.,  chairman  of 
the  law  committee,  on  the  compulsory'  education  law,  which  had  been 
referred  to  it  for  a  report.  The  committee  after  mature  consideration 
recommended  an  extension  of  the  compulsory  period  and  the  attend- 
ance to  twenty  consecutive  weeks.  It  also  suggested  that  some  pro- 
vision should  be  made  to  aid  indigent  families  deprived  by  the  law 
of  the  help  of  wage  earning  children.  Drafts  of  laws  to  meet 
these  recommendations  were  appended  to  the  report.  An  intelligent 
discussion  of  the  report  followed,  after  which  it  was  accepted,  re- 
ferred to  the  delegates  to  the  State  directors'  convention,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

At  the  close  of  regular  business  the  usual  oflBcers  were  elected  to 
serve  the  ensuing  year. 

Schuylkill  county  has  the  honor  of  first  organizing  the  public 
school  directors  into  a  permanent  association,  and  its  influence  has 
been  far  reaching  in  the  State  and  county.  Its  meetings  have  always 
been  harmonious  and  the  exchange  of  courtesies  between  the  associa- 
tion and  county  superintendency  has  always  been  of  the  happiest  kind. 
No  one  can  measure  its  good  influence  over  our  local  schools  and  the 
hope  is  that  it  may  ever  continue  to  labor  for  their  good. 

Houses. 

Nineteen  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  by  the 
directors  of  the  following  districts:  Auburn,  Branch,  Butler,  Delano, 
Eldred,  Foster,  Girardville,  Hegins,  Kessler,  McKeansburg,  New  Cas- 
tle, West  Penn,  Pine  Grove  borough,  East  Union,  North  Union, 
Washington  and  Wayne,  each  one,  and  Porter,  two. 

Auburn  erected  a  fine  building,  neatly  furnished  with  patent  desks 
and  slate  surface.  It  is  a  two  story,  four  room  frame  building  40  by 
46  feet,  ceiling  13  feet.  Entire  inside  of  the  building  is  wainscoted 
4  feet  high.  There  are  four  school  rooms,  each  20  by  30  feet,  and  four 
cloak  rooms  each  16  by  16  feet.  The  building  is  heated  by  steam, 
and  one  room  is  furnished  with  single  patent  desks. 

Branch  erected  a  frame  building  22  by  32  feet,  with  12  feet  ceiling, 
wainscoted  inside  3^  feet  high.  It  is  furnished  with  patent  desks 
and  new  slate  surface.     Cost  of  building,  $490. 

Butler  erected  a  substantial  frame  building  25  by  40  feet,  ceiling 
12  feet.  It  has  ten  windows,  is  wainscoted  inside,  fine  finish.  It  is 
well  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  new  slate  surface. 
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lielauo  rnrtt  »l  ;i  fiaiiie  l»iiiidiug  26  by  3-  ftH-t,  cciliiig  12  feet.  The 
inside  is  wainscoted  four  feet  high,  and  neatly  fnrnislu'd  witli  new 
patent  desks  and  slate  surface. 

Eldred  erected  a  tine  frame  building  24  by  38  feet,  ceiling  18  feet. 
It  has  a  vestibule.  It  is  wainscoted  inside  four  feet  high  and  neatly 
furnished  with  new  patent  desks  and  slate  surface.     Cost  $585. 

Foster  erected  an  elegant  building.  It  is  a  three  room,  one  story 
frame  building  30  by  64  feet,  ceiling  12  feet.  Room  No.  1  is  24|  by 
30  feet;  room  No.  2  is  24  by  30  feet;  room  No.  3,  which  is  the  directors' 
room,  and  also  the  book  room,  is  6  by  30  feet.  There  is  an  entry  with 
vestibule  6  by  30  feet.  Front  and  vestibule  doors  are  double,  5  feet 
wide  and  10  feet  high.  Transoms  over  all  the  doors.  Belfry  8  by  8 
feet  and  8  feet  high.  Two  porches,  one  in  front  and  one  at  the  rear 
of  the  building.  The  entire  inside  is  wainscoted  with  one-half  inch 
yellow  pine  4  feet  high.  The  entire  building  is  handsomely  furnished 
with  single  patent  desks  and  teachers'  desks  and  supplied  with  369 
square  feet  of  slate  surface.  The  directors  of  Foster  have  done  well 
in  the  erection  of  the  building  and  in  purchasing  such  a  large  play 
ground.     The  play  ground  contains  over  an  acre  of  land. 

Girardville  erected  a  magnificent  school  building.  It  is  a  two 
story,  six  roomed  building,  with  all  modern  improvements.  It  is 
built  of  buff  brick,  with  brown  stone  steps,  basement  and  trimmings, 
and  slate  roof.  It  has  two  entrances  and  exits,  also  outside  entrances 
to  the  toilet  and  play  rooms  in  the  basement.  It  also  contains  a 
library  and  a  principal's  and  directors'  room.  The  interior  finish 
is  of  southern  hard,  yellow  pine  in  natural  finish.  There  are  two 
broad  flights  of  stairs  with  landing  half  way,  leading  from  first  to 
the  second  floor,  with  cloak  room  and  hat  room,  supply  and  teachers' 
closets,  umbrella  stands,  etc.  Each  of  the  six  school  rooms  has  a 
seating  capacity  of  fifty  and  is  lighted  by  seven  large  windows,  and 
has  two  entrances  and  exits,  and  is  provided  with  electric  bells, 
speaking  tubes,  drinking  fountains,  etc.  The  under  floor  system  of 
ventilation  is  used  in  the  building.  In  the  basement  are  located  three 
large  Smead-Wills  Co.  furnaces,  with  boys'  and  girls'  toilet  rooms, 
play  rooms  and  janitor's  room.  The  coal  vaults  are  located  under 
the  sidewalks. 

The  building  is  furnished  with  plenty  of  slate  surface  and  patent 
desks.  The  building  reflects  credit  on  the  directors  of  Girardville,  on 
the  architects,  Rudrauff  &  Davey,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  and  on  the 
people  of  the  borough. 

Hegins'  directors  built  a  substantial  one  story,  one  room  frame 
building  at  Fairview.  It  is  28  by  32  feet,  ceiling  13  feet.  Its  frame 
is  of  the  best  white  oak.  It  is  double  weather  boarded  and  lined  with 
felt  paper.  It  is  wainscoted  inside  H  feel  high.  Wainscoting  and 
ceiling  is  of  the  very  best  yellow  pine.     There  are  two  cloak  rooms 
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iinuexed  lu  I  lie  main  ruoui.     U  is  fuiuislicd  wilii  pulcul  desks  and 
slate  surface.     The  school  yard  is  enlarged  to  one-fourth  of  an  acre. 

Kessler  erected  a  one  story  frame  building  24  by  32  feet,  ceiling  12 
feet.  Tt  is  wainscoted  inside  4^  feet  high.  It  has  a  vestibule.  The 
building  is  surmounted  with  a  cupola,  containing  a  100  pound  bell. 
Ft  is  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  slate  surface.  Entire  cost  of 
building,  |800. 

McKeansburg  directors  erected  a  new  one  room  frame  building 
:i2  by  36  feet,  ceiling  12  feet.  The  inside  of  the  building  is  wains 
coted  4|  feet  high.  It  contains  a  vestibule  and  is  furnished  with 
patent  desks.     Cost  about  $700. 

New  Castle  township  erected  a  tine  two  room,  one  story  frame 
building  30  by  60  feet,  ceiling  13  feet.  It  contains  two  school  rooms, 
each  27  by  27  and  a  hallway  6  by  30  feet.  The  entire  inside  is  wains 
coted  4  feet  high.  It  is  well  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  slate 
surface.     Entire  cost,  |1,760. 

West  Penn  erected  a  one  story  frame  building  24  by  32  feet.  It 
contains  a  vestibule  and  is  supplied  with  new  slate  surface  and  new 
patent  desks.     The  entire  inside  is  wainscoted  5  feet  high. 

Pine  Grove  borough  enlarged  their  school  facilities  by  adding  an- 
other story  to  one  of  their  brick  buildings,  thus  making  one  school 
room  with  vestibule  and  cloak  rooms  attached.  It  is  a  very  pleasant 
room.  The  inside  is  wainscoted  4  feet  high,  and  well  furnished  with 
new  slate  surface  and  new  patent  desks. 

East  Union  erected  another  one  room  building  at  Oneida.  It  is 
a  frame  building  30  by  40  feet,  ceiling  12  feet.  It  contains  8  win- 
dows, a  vestibule  and  two  cloak  rooms.  The  entire  inside  is  wains 
coted  4  feet  high.     It  is  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  slate  surface. 

North  Union  erected  a  one  story  frame  building  30  by  50  feet,  ceil 
ing  13  feet.     It  contains  a  vestibule  and  two  cloak  rooms.     The  entire 
inside  is  wainscoted  4  feet  high.     It  is  furnished  with  patent  desks 
and  slate  surface. 

Washington  erected  a  frame  building  26  by  30  feet,  ceiling  12  feel. 
It  contains  a  vestibule  and  two  cloak  rooms.  The  inside  is  wains 
coted  4  feet  high,  and  is  furnished  with  new  patent  desks  and  new 
slate  surface. 

Wayne  erected  a  one  story  fi-ame  building  at  Friedensburg,  28  by 
38  feet,  ceiling  12  feet.  It  has  a  vestibule  and  two  cloak  rooms.  The 
inside  is  wainscoted  4^  feet  high  and  is  finely  furnished  with  new 
patent  desks  and  new  slate  surface.  The  building  is  surmounted 
with  a  cupola  containing  a  bell,  and  is  surrounded  by  one-half  an 
acre  of  play  ground.     Entire  cost  $700. 

Porter  deserves  credit  for  erecting  two  of  the  most  elegant  and 
best  arranged  buildings  in  the  rural  districts.  One  is  a  four  room, 
fwo  story  frjiiiie  Imildiug.  e?-erted  iil   Keincr  <'ity       It   i-ont;iins  four 
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main  rooms,  each  1*4^  by  32  feet,  ceiling  13  feet,  oue  recitation  room 
and  two  cloak  rooms  attached  to  each  main  room.  There  are  two 
hallways  and  two  vestibules.  The  entire  inside  is  wainscoted  4  feet 
high  and  has  a  hard  oil  finish. 

The  other  is  a  two  room,  one  story  frame  building  erected  at  Keiner- 
ton.  The  two  main  rooms  are  each  24  by  32  feet,  ceiling  12  feet,  with 
cloak  rooms  attached.  It  contains  a  large  hallway  and  the  inside  is 
wainscoted  3^  feet  high.  Both  buildings  are  heated  and  ventilated  by 
the  Smead- Wills  system,  with  dry  closets  in  the  cellars.  They  have  in- 
side shutters,  are  well  lighted  with  plenty  of  windows,  and  each  main 
room  in  both  buildings  is  supplied  with  152  square  feet  of  slate  sur- 
face, and  furnished  with  patent  desks. 

The  directors  of  Porter,  and  Frank  X.  Reilly,  the  architect,  deserve 
special  credit  for  the  fine  and  well  arranged  buildings  they  erected. 

The  directors  of  the  various  districts  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
erection  of  such  fine  and  substantial  buildings. 

Twenty-four  school  rooms  have  been  furnished  with  improved 
patent  desks  in  the  following  districts:  Auburn,  one;  Branch,  two; 
Butler,  one;  Delano,  two;  Eldred,  one;  Foster,  one;  Kline,  one;  West 
Penn,  one;  Pine  Grove  borough,  one;  Port  Carbon,  one;  Porter,  four; 
Rahn,  one;  Rush,  one;  St.  Clair,  one;  Tower  City,  one;  East  Union, 
two;  Washington,  one;  Wayne,  one.  Many  of  them  have  been  sup- 
plied with  single  desks,  which  are  preferable  to  double  desks. 

Apparatus. 

The  following  districts  purchased  maps  of  Schuylkill  county: 
Auburn,  four;  Blythe,  two;  Branch,  seven;  Cressona,  three;  Frack- 
ville,  ten;  Frailey,  five;  Hegins,  twelve;  Hubley,  six;  Kessler,  one; 
North  Manheim,  eleven;  West  Mahanoy,  seven;  Minersville,  three; 
Mt.  Carbon,  one;  North,  two;  Norwegian,  three;  Orwigsburg,  one; 
Palo  Alto,  four;  Port  Carbon,  three;  Porter,  nine;  Ryan,  four;  St. 
Clair,  six;  Schuylkill  Haven,  six;  Tremont  borough,  three;  Union, 
seven;  East  Union,  twelve;  Walker,  four;  Washington,  one.  Total, 
137  maps. 

Additional  apparatus  was  purchased  in  the  following  districts: 

Barry  purchased  an  Appleton's  chart. 

Branch,  five  sets  of  outline  maps. 

North  West  Brunswick,  one  Continental  reading  chart. 

Cass,  three  Appleton's  charts,  five  normal  charts,  nine  sets  of 
Johnson's  Encyclopedia,  and  nine  sets  of  geometrical  blocks. 

Centre,  one  normal  chart. 

Cressona,  four  sets  of  outline  maps,  oue  geographical  study,  one 
Yaggy's  Manikin,  one  map  of  Pennsylvania. 

Eldred,  one  Appleton's  chart. 

Foster,  four  sets  of  outline  maps. 
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Frackville,  seven  sets  of  maps,  two  maps  of  Pennsylvania,  one 
lunar  tellurian  globe  and  one  set  University  literature. 

Gilberton,  three  lunar  tellurian  globes  and  three  Appleton's  charts. 

Girardville,  one  language  chart. 

McKeansburg,  two  Appleton's  charts. 

New  Castle,  four  lunar  tellurian  globes. 

East  Norwegian,  four  sets  of  outline  mai)8. 

West  Penn,  four  Appleton's  charts. 

Port  Clinton,  one  Butler's  reading  chart. 

Rush,  three  Appleton's  charts. 

St.  Clair,  four  sets  of  outline  maps. 

Walker,  one  Appleton's  chart. 

Washington,  one  complete  chart. 

Yorkville,  one  set  of  Johnson's  Encyclopedia. 

Rooms  have  been  supplied  with  slate  surface  in  the  following  dis 
tricts:  Auburn,  four;  Branch,  one;  Butler,  one;  Delano,  one;  Eldred, 
one;  West  Penn,  one;  Pine  Grove  borough,  one;  Port  Carbon,  one; 
Porter,  six;  Rush,  one;  St.  Clair,  eight;  Washington,  one,  and  Wayne, 
one. 

Increase  of  Salary  and  Terms  Lengthened. 

Barry,  Kline  and  North  Manheim  lengthened  their  school  terms. 

The  following  districts  increased  the  salaries  of  some  or  all  of  their 
teachers:  Auburn,  Barry,  South  Brunswick,  Cass,  Centre,  Cressona, 
West  Mahanoy,  North  Manheim,  New  Ringgold,  East  Norwegian, 
Orwigsburg,  Rahn,  Stephens,  North  Union,  Yorkville. 

With  the  large  State  appropriation  more  of  our  districts  should 
lengthen  their  school  terms  and  increase  the  teachers'  salaries.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  a  few  of  our  districts  are  retrograding  instead  of 
progressing,  by  shortening  their  school  terms  and  reducing  the  sal- 
aries of  their  teachers.  Undoubtedly  this  latter  change  has  been 
largely  effected  by  outside  parties  or  taxpayers  who  complain  of  hard 
times  and  scarcitj-  of  money. 

Institutes. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  Academy  of 
Music,  Pottsville,  November  9  to  13, 1896. 

During  the  day  sessions  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson, 
Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  Prof.  C.  M.  Parker,  Dr.  F.  H. 
Green,  Dr.  Silas  Neff,  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  and  Dr.  Geo. 
W.  Hull. 

An  evening  lecture  was  delivered  by  John  Burroughs,  and  musical 
and  literary  entertainments  were  given  by  Polk  Miller,  Dr.  Byron  W. 
King,  Miss  Inez  Grenelli,  and  the  Listerman  Grand  Concert  Com 
pany  and  Kellogg's  Bird  Carnival  Concert  Company. 
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Local  iiislituleH  were  held  at  llej^insvilU- au»l  at  l>(»ualdsou.  Thes*- 
meetings  were  well  attended.  TLi-  lar^«'  buildings  were  over 
rrowded,  and  many  failed  to  gain  entrance.  Evening  lectures  were 
delivered  and  day  instruction  was  given  l»y  Dr.  .\.  R.  Home.  Supt. 
Henry  Houck  and  Dr.  W.  ^■.  Deatriek. 

Most  excellent  work  was  done  by  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  vicinity 
in  I  he  form  of  talks,  essays,  recitations,  class  drills  and  special  scarf 
doll,  and  sunflower  drills,  and  discussions  on  methods  of  teaching. 
The  exhibit  of  school  w oik  was  very  creditable. 

I'nbiic  School  Libraries. 

The  following  districts  or  towns  have  public  school  libraries.  They 
are  well  patronized  by  the  community.  The  books  are  extensively 
r<»ad  by  the  pupils  of  the  vicinity: 

Auburn.  113  volumes;  Llewelhn,  200;  Cressoua.  700;  Delano.  FracU 
ville,  1,100;  Donaldson,  270;  Girardville.  110;  Minersville.  100:  Or 
wigsburg,  375;  Pine  Grove  borough.  1,200;  Port  Carbon.  85;  Port  Clin 
ton,  125;  Schuylkill  Haven.  450;  Gordon,  St.  Clair.  Tower  City.  Tre 
mont  borough.  300;  Tremont  township.  150. 

(Jonclusion. 

With  hearty  thanks  to  teachers,  directors,  the  public  press  of  the 
county,  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  prompt  en 
ergetic  and  intelligent  co-operati(m,  numberless  courtesies,  interest 
manifested  in  popular  education,  information  given  and  assistance 
rendered.  T  most  respectfully  submit  my  report. 


SNYI)P:K  COUNTY  — F.  C.   Kowersox. 


Having  nothing  of  unusual  importance  to  report  this  year,  yet  1  am 
pleased  to  note  the  steady  progress  that  has  been  made  in  all  the 
lines  of  educational  work. 

As  a  rule  our  teachei's  ha\e  been  exceptionally  enthusiastic  and 
have  earnestly  devoted  themselves  to  the  development  of  the  embryo 
citizen's  best  interests  and  powers. 

Considering  the  meagre  salaries  paid  in  snmc  disti'icts  ;ind  the 
lack  of  proper  sympathy  and  (encouragement  in  many  other  districts, 
the  teachers  are  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation  foi  the  unsel 
tish.  untiring  efforts  put  forth  for  the  intellectual  and  moral  advance 
iiient  (if  llicir  icsjiective  j)upils.  I  certHinly  do  belie\c  Hint  in  this 
respect  the  last  year's  work  has  bpcu  f>re  eniinent, 
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Our  teachers  realize  more  and  more  that  there  is  a  vital  difference 
between  ''keeping  school  and  teaching  school/'  and  being  filled  with 
the  true  spirit  of  the  honest  teacher,  they,  in  the  main,  have  labored 
to  the  intense  satisfaction  of  the  patrons  and  pupils  to  teach  school 
according  to  the  demands  of  the  times  and  with  an  "eye  single"  to  the 
highest  possible  good  of  the  child. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  directors  throughout  the  county  may 
be  able  to  see  their  way  clear  to  pay  salaries  commensurate  with  the 
good  work  that  the  teachers  have  been  doing  and  thus  utilize  the 
appropriation  and  taxes  to  the  best  advantages  of  the  schools. 

This  is  the  surest  way  of  raising  the  standard  and  the  best  method 
of  retaining  our  most  competent  teachers. 

I  am  glad  to  report  the  increased  interest  manifested  by  the  di- 
rectors in  their  respective  schools.  More  directors  accompanied 
me  this  year  in  my  visits  to  the  schools  than  in  any  year  before.  Thus 
a  rare  opportunity  was  given  the  teacher  to  make  known  his  wants 
and  needs,  and  an  excellent  privilege  accorded  me  to  make  sugges- 
tions where  improvements  were  desirable  and  greatly  needed.  I 
trust  that  all  the  directors  will  recognize  the  great  necessity  of  ob- 
serving that  law  which  requires  them  to  visit  each  school  once  a 
month.  I  am  sure  that  better  results  would  be  recorded  if  this  law 
were  closely  followed. 

Since  organizing  the  directors'  association  one  year  ago,  great 
good  has  been  accomplished  in  stimulating  concerted  action  along  all 
lines  of  directors'  duties. 

In  May  the  association  convened  in  semi-annual  convention,  various 
questions  of  vital  importance  were  discussed  and  acted  upon,  and 
propositions  for  the  work  of  the  new  year  made,  which  if  carried 
out  to  the  letter  and  spirit  will  certainly  place  our  county  upon  a 
firmer  basis,  educationally,  than  her  fondest  votaries  have  ever  con- 
templated. After  appointing  various  committees  to  arrange  and 
formulate  a  program  for  the  regular  annual  meeting,  which  will  be 
held  in  Middleburg  during  the  week  of  institute,  the  convention  ad- 
journed. Unmistakable  signs  of  an  earnest  purpose  and  high  resolve 
to  do  more  work  for  their  respective  schools  was  depicted  upon  the 
countenances  of  almost  every  director  present.  May  we  not  hope 
that  every  director  will  feel  the  necessity  of  attending  these  meet- 
ings? Your  presence  is  a  stimulus  to  the  association  and  we  are 
sure  the  association  will  prove  a  benefit  and  blessing  to  you. 

The  teachers'  normal  school  was  held  in  Middleburg,  beginning 
July  17,  and  continuing  for  a  term  of  four  weeks.  Ninety-three 
young  men  and  ladies  were  enroled.  Dr.  Gobble  and  Profs.  Wood- 
ruff and  Herman  ably  assisted  in  making  the  school  a  success.  We 
are  of  the  firm  conviction  that  this  is  one  of  the  strong  elements 
of  our  progress.  Here  the  teachers  meet  and  converse  with  each 
9-5-97 
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other,  relatiug  their  experiences  and  seeking  tlie  proper  remedy  for 
that  in  which  they  are  weak.  A  spirit  of  mutual  helpfulness  seems  to 
pervade  the  entire  school  which  aside  from  the  social  benefits  prove 
to  be  an  incalculable  blessing. 

All  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  twice  and  some  dis- 
tricts three  times. 

The  general  health  of  the  i)U]m1s  and  teachers  has  been  very  good. 
Some  few  districts,  notably  Beaver  and  Spring,  were  considerably 
stricken  with  diphtheria,  necessitating  the  closing  of  a  few  schools 
for  a  short  time.  Happily  the  epidemic  was  overcome  and  the 
schools  resumed  operation  without  much  inconvenience. 

Directors  during  the  year  paid  considerable  attention  to  beautify- 
ing the  grounds  of  school  sites,  repairing  the  outbuildings  and  fences, 
painting  the  buildings  externally  and  papering  and  white-washing 
the  houses  internally,  thus  adding  to  the  comfort,  health  and  hap]»i 
ness  of  the  pupil. 

The  attendance  has  been  (juite  regular  and  larger  than  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

I  am  glad  for  the  changes  in  the  compulsory  act,  which  will  affect 
quite  a  large  number  of  pupils  between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and 
sixteen.  We  have  plenty  boys  and  girls  without  any  visible  em- 
ployment upon  whom,  I  trust,  parents  and  directors  will  now  insist 
the  necessity  of  going  to  school. 

Quite  a  number  of  schools  obtained  new  furniture,  apparatus  and 
appliances. 

Just  two  schools  in  the  county  contain  the  old  carpenter  made 
desks. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Middleburg  during  the  first  week 
in  December,  and  it  was  a  pronounced  success. 

During  the  day  sessions  instruction  was  given  by  Profs.  Wallace 
Peter  Dick,  Jos.  F.  Barton,  W.  H.  Detweiler,  S.  A.  Baer  and  William 
Moyer. 

Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Rev.  I.  N.  Morehead,  Judge 
Alfred  Ellison  and  Lu  B.  Cake  and  Ella  M.  Cake. 

Many  of  the  teachers  delivered  excellent  addresses  and  read  inter- 
esting papers  on  timely  topics,  which  added  very  materially  to  the 
interest  and  success  of  the  institute. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  each  district.  I'atrons,  teachers  and 
I)upils  taking  an  active  ])art  in  all  the  exercises.  Crowded  houses 
greeted  each  jirogram. 

Conclusion. 

Our  heartfelt  thanks  arc  extended  to  the  Department  for  in- 
numerable kindnesses  shown,  to  the  kind  people  of  Snyder  county 
who  have  so  hospitably  entertained  and  welcomed  us,  to  the  direct- 
ors and  teachers  who  have  steadfastly  stood  by  us  and  assisted  us, 
and  to  the  ])ress  of  the  county  for  many  courtesies  extended  us. 
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SOMERSET  COUNTY— E.  E.  Tritts. 


In  submittiiij,'  this,  my  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Somer- 
set county,  I  am  unable,  of  course,  to  make  any  comparison  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  schools  with  that  of  former  years.  The 
schools,  however,  I  am  safe  in  saying,  have  made  the  usual  progress 
during  the  past  j^ear.  This  progress,  furthermore,  was  not  confined 
to  the  larger  towns  nor  to  the  more  populous  districts,  but  was  gen- 
eral throughout  the  entire  county.  School  officers  and  teachers  have 
labored  earnestly  and  harmoniously  to  place  the  schools  on  a  higher 
plane  of  usefulness  and  efficiency. 

During  the  year  five  new  school  houses  were  built  and  quite  a  num- 
ber were  repaired  and  supplied  with  better  and  more  comfortable 
furniture.  Meyersdale  erected  an  eight  room  brick  building,  with 
all  the  modern  improvements,  at  a  cost  of  |16,()00,  and  this  is,  at 
present,  the  finest  and  best  equipped  school  house  in  the  county. 
The  dedicatory  exercises  were  held  on  Saturday,  February  27,  1897, 
and  were  the  first  exercises  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  the  county.  Con- 
(^maugh,  Stonycreek,  Quemahoning  and  Somerset  townships,  each, 
erected  one  room  houses.  All  of  these  are  good,  substantial  build- 
ings, furnished  with  modern  furniture.  While  a  majority  of  the 
houses  in  the  county  may  be  classed  as  either  fair  or  good,  yet  quite  a 
number  are  in  a  dilapidated  condition.  These,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  disappear  rapidly  and  new  and  better  houses  take  the  place  of 
I  hem.  Many  of  our  school  rooms  are  very  deficient  in  the  means  of 
ventilation;  at  least  ninety  per  cent,  having  no  other  means  of  venti- 
lation than  the  primitive  method  of  raising  or  lowering  the  windows. 
Another  important  matter  that  has  been  overlooked  by  school  ulT^i- 
cers  is  the  location  and  size  of  school  grounds.  These  have  bec'i  se- 
lected, evidently,  without  any  regard  for  the  health,  comfort  or  con- 
venience of  the  pupils.  Play  grounds  are  needed  in  the  country  as 
well  as  in  the  towns.  It  is  too  often  assumed  that  in  the  country 
boys  and  girls  have  all  out-doors  to  play;  but  it  too  often  happens  in 
rural  communities  that  there  is  no  place  where  children  may 
play  freely.  They  either  ]>lay  in  the  roads  or  trespass  in  private 
fields  and  pastures.  This  leads  to  much  annoyance  and  should  be 
avoided  by  purchasing  large  and  commodious  grounds. 

During  the  ycnr  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  teachers  were  em- 
ployed in  the  public  schools  of  the  county.  Of  this  number  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  three  hold  provisional  certificates,  forty-eight  hold 
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professional  certificates,  eleven  hold  permanent  certificates,  fourteen 
have  graduated  at  a  State  normal,  and  four  are  college  graduates. 
Among  a  majority  of  our  teachers  there  is  manifested  more  profes 
sional  interest,  a  desire  for  improvement,  and  an  eager  purpose  to 
master  the  best  methods  of  teaching.  These  encouraging  features 
are  the  result  of  educational  meetings  and  a  higher  and  more  rigid 
standard  required  to  pass  the  teachers'  examinations.  Too  many  of 
our  teachers,  however,  do  not  enter  upon  the  work  of  teaching  as 
a  vocation.  A  good  many  persons  engage  in  teaching  as  a  temporary 
expedient,  looking  in  other  directions  for  permanent  and  more  lu 
crative  employment.  Our  best  teachers  are  continually  dropping 
out,  and  their  places  filled  by  young  and  inexperienced  ones.  Schools 
which  experience  frequent  change  of  teachers  are  not  the  most  pro- 
gressive. Such  changes  are  often  inevitable,  often  expedient.  Be- 
yond this  they  are  to  be  avoided  as  detrimental  both  to  the  teachers 
and  to  the  schools.  It  is  especially  due  teachers  that,  having  proven 
themselves  competent,  worthy  and  efficient,  they  should  be  able  to 
rely  with  reasonable  certainty  on  employment.  In  other  pursuits 
ability',  skill,  energy  and  good  character  generally  secure  steady 
employment,  and  the  same  rule  should  apply  in  teaching. 

In  the  boroughs  of  Berlin,  Meyersdale,  Salisbury,  Rockwood,  Con- 
fluence and  Somerset  libraries  have  been  established  for  the  use  of 
the  pupils.  Among  these,  Berlin  has  the  largest  and  best  collection 
of  books,  having  books  on  history,  biography,  fiction,  science  and 
travel.  The  number  of  volumes,  however,  does  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty. 

In  the  rural  districts  I  am  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  single 
collection  of  books  that  may  properly  be  designated  as  a  library.  Un- 
fortunately, also,  we  have  no  public  libraries  which  are  accessible  to 
the  pupils  of  the  public  schools.  In  quite  a  number  of  districts  the 
teachers  furnished  supplementary  reading  for  the  use  of  the  pupils. 
In  some  instances  directors  purchased  books  for  this  ]>urpose.  Much 
has  been  done  in  this  manner  to  cultivate  a  taste  for  good  literature 
among  the  pupils  of  our  rural  schools. 

One  of  the  most  formidable  obstacles  in  the  way  of  teaching  lan- 
guage, composition  and  history  is  a  want  of  good  books  in  the  hands 
of  our  pupils.  A  well  selected  library  in  every  school  room  would  be  a 
most  potent  factor  in  the  continued  progress  of  the  schools. 

Upon  investigation,  I  find  that  twenty-one  of  the  forty-three  dis- 
tricts have  been  victims  of  seductive  agents.  The  money  expended 
for  charts  and  maps,  in  almost  every  instance,  would  have  established 
a  small  library  in  every  school  in  the  district,  which  would  have  been 
of  much  more  practical  value  to  the  schools  than  the  maps  and  charts. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Somerset,  December  7-11,  with  an 
enrolment  of  two  hundred  and  ninetv-seven  teachers,  all  bul   two 


No.  5.  SULLIVAN   COUNTY.  133 

beiug  present.     The  interest  awakened  among  the  teachers  was  maui 
tested  by  their  faithful  attendance  at  every  session  of  the  institute 
The  degree  of  popuhir  interest  awakened  was  unprecedented,  thf 
house  being  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity  during  every  session 
The  directors'  association  met  on  Wednesday,  December  9,  and  con 
tinned  in  session  two  days.     On  Thursday  afternoon  a  joint  session 
of  teachers  and  directors  was  held  in  the  court  house.     This  con- 
vention was  well  attended  by  the  directors  and  topics  of  general  in- 
terest bearing  upon  the  school  work  discussed.     Local  institutes  were 
held  in  nearly  every  district  in  the  county.     These  institutes  are  a 
most  potent  factor  in  the  progress  of  our  schools.     They  form  a 
common  bond  of  interest  between  the  teachers  and  the  public.     Our 
teachers  are  brought  into  direct  intercourse  with  their  professional 
brethren,  and  are  thus  enabled  to  measure  themselves  professionally 
with  others.    Were  they  to  remain  isolated,  knowing  little  of  anything 
beyond  their  own  neighborhood,  they  would  naturally  contract  nar- 
row and  selfish  views,  and  be  filled  with  self-sufficiency. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  is  to  a  certain  extent  a  dead  letter. 
Many  plausible  reasons  may  be  assigned,  principal  of  these  being 
that  school  directors  are  loth  to  enforce  the  law  inasmuch  as  they 
are  in  a  majority  of  cases  unable  to  collect  the  fines  imposed.  The 
law,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  be  amended  in  order  that  its  provisions 
may  be  better  understood  and  that  it  may  become  more  effective. 

In  concluding  this,  my  first  annual  report,  I  believe  that  with  a 
better  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  the  schools,  and  a  more  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  teachers,  we  may  look  forward  to  a  prosperous 
and  successful  school  year. 

I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, and  to  all  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  me  in  the  discharge 
of  my  official  duties. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— F.  W.  Meylert. 


In  general,  the  year's  work  has  been  successful.  We  have  steadily 
progressed  along  all  lines  although  the  progress  has  not  been  as 
rapid  as  we  might  desire.  Our  teachers,  as  a  rule,  have  been  earnest 
in  their  work  and  our  pupils  have  shown  commendable  zeal  in  their 
efforts  to  make  the  most  of  their  opportunities.  Among  our  directors 
are  many  earnest,  intelligent  men  who  feel  the  great  responsibility 
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Ihat  nt(aclu_»s  itsolf  to  this  iiiiportanl  office  and  aro  endeavoring  to 
bring  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  this  eonntj  the  best  educational  advant- 
ages that  can  possibly  be  secured.  The  results  of  the  year's  work, 
under  existing  conditions,  were  all  that  could  Ite  expected. 

School  Terms. 

Colley,  DuShore,  Forksville,  Hillsgrove  and  LaPorte  borough  have 
maintained  an  average  term  in  excess  of  the  minimum  six  months. 
These  districts  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  their  progressive 
action  in  this  matter.  I  trust  that  next  year's  report  may  include 
many  other  districts  in  this  list.  There  is  no  district  in  Sullivan 
county  but  that  can  maintain  a  term  of  at  least  seven  months.  Some 
of  our  districts  close  their  schools  with  enough  money  lying  idle  in 
the  treasury  to  provide  for  another  month  of  school.  By  adding  only 
one  month  to  the  annual  school  term  we  add  nearly  two  years  to  the 
school  life  of  our  boys  and  girls. 

When  we  speak  of  a  year  we  ordinarily  think  of  three  hundred 
sixty-five  days.  When  we  speak  of  the  school  year  of  the  pupils  of 
our  county  it  means  an  average  of  one  hundred  twenty-seven  days — 
quite  a  different  thing.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  eighty  per  cent,  of  the 
pupils  of  this  county  attended  school  less  than  one  hundred  days  dur- 
ing the  year  just  closed.  If  parents  into  whose  hands  this  report 
comes  will  take  the  trouble  to  ascertain  the  exact  number  of  days 
their  children  were  in  school  during  the  school  j^ear  they  will  doubt- 
less be  surprised  at  the  result  of  the  investigation.  When  we  con- 
sider how  quickly  the  periods  of  childhood  and  youth  pass  by  and 
that  with  their  passage  these  educational  opportunities  must  cease, 
are  we  doing  our  full  duty  when  we  cut  short  the  sctiool  life  of  our 
boys  and  girls  for  the  sake  of  saving  the  few  paltry  dollars  that  would 
pay  the  teacher  for  the  slightly  increased  service?  Parents  who 
hope  to  see  active  childhood  develop  into  earnest  youth,  and  earnest 
youth  into  useful  manhood  and  womanhood  should  think  seriously 
upon  this  question. 

Educational  Meetings. 

Seven  educational  meetings  w^ere  held  during  the  year.  They 
consisted  of  the  county  institute,  the  normal  institute  and  five  local 
institutes. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  DuShore,  during  the  week  com- 
mencing December  28,  189G.  Our  instructors  included  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  Geo.  M. 
Philips,  principal  West  Chester  State  Normal  vSchool;  Supt.  Geo.  W. 
Twitmyer,  Bethlehem;  Dr.  Geo.  F.  Stradling  and  Prof.  J.  W.  Moyer, 
Philadeli)hia;  Prof.  0.  M.  Parker,  musical  director,  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.     The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  interesting  lectures 
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l»v  J)i'S.  Scliaoffer  and  J*hilii)S,  an  excellent  illustrated  lecture  by  S. 
M.  Sjieedon,  of  New  York,  and  a  delightful  conceit  by  the  Ollie  Tor- 
bct(  Concert  Company.     All  but  four  teachers  were  enrolled. 

The  normal  inslihite  was  held  a(  Forksvillc  during  tlic  monlh 
of  August. 

The  branches  of  study  in  which  teachers  are  examined  for  pro- 
visional certificates  were  reviewed  as  thoroughly  as  time  and  circum- 
stances would  permit.  Special  attention  was  given  to  Methods  of 
Teaching  and  School  Management.  Owing  to  the  superior  advant- 
ages of  the  newly  established  summer  school  at  LaPorte  for  the  train- 
ing of  teachers  it  has  been  considered  best  to  unite  this  institute  with 
the  summer  school.  This  will  admit  of  the  proper  classification  and 
grading  of  students  and  will  give  them  the  advantage  of  a  faculty  of 
seven  thoroughly  qualified  instructors,  a  comprehensive  course  of 
study  and  greater  opportunities  for  the  culture  and  training  required 
by  modern  standards  of  qualification. 

Our  local  institutes  were  successful  in  awakening  greater  interest 
among  teachers,  directors  and  citizens.  They  were  well  attended 
by  the  teachers  who  prepared  many  excellent  papers  on  educational 
topics  and  participated  in  the  discussion  of  school  questions. 

School  Furniture. 

There  are  now  only  two  rooms  in  the  county  not  supplied  with 
patent  furniture.  A  few  rooms  still  lack  recitation  seats.  This  is  a 
matter  that  should  receive  the  immediate  attention  of  school  boards. 
Without  proper  recitation  seats,  properly  placed,  every  pupil  in  every 
class  suffers  serious  inconvenience  that  detracts  from  his  interest  and 
attention.  Surely  no  district  is  too  poor  to  have  suitable  recitation 
seats  in  every  school  room  and  no  board  should  refuse  or  neglect  to 
provide  them. 

The  furniture  in  every  room  in  the  district  should  be  inspected 
by  the  school  board  or  by  a  committee  of  the  board  at  least  once 
a  year.  Oftentimes  directors  are  not  aware  of  the  bad  condition  of 
some  of  the  seats  and  desks  in  the  district. 

The  time  has  come  when  the  double  seats  made  to  accommodate 
two  pupils  should  be  forever  banished  from  every  school  room  in 
the  land.  The  presence  of  two  pupils  in  one  seat  is  one  of  the  most 
prolific  sources  of  confusion  in  the  school  room.  It  encourages  whis- 
pering, crowding,  inattention  and  disorder  and  prevents  independent 
study  and  thought.  It  seriously  interferes  with  the  work  in  pen- 
manship and  is  the  direct  cause  of  much  of  the  unsatisfactory  work  in 
this  branch  of  study.  I  sincerely  trust  that  wherever  new  seats 
are  to  be  purchased  no  board  in  this  county  will  consent  to  accept 
any  but  single  seats  and  desks. 
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School  Apparatus. 

During  the  last  year  we  have  made  progress  in  two  directions.  In 
the  first  place  several  districts  have  supplied  apparatus  both  useful 
and  necessary  while  other  districts  have  learned  lessons  that  will 
insure  against  future  mistakes. 

In  purchasing  apparatus  school  boards  should  procure  first  what  is 
necessary,  second  w'hat  is  useful.  Any  money  spent  further  than  this 
is  wasted. 

In  accordance  with  a  request  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  it  becomes  my  duty  to  report  that  the  seductive  methods 
of  the  relief  map  man,  the  chart  agent,  the  globe  seller  and  the  block 
peddler  have  been  successful  in  four  districts. 

County  Summer  School. 

The  establishment  of  a  summer  school  at  LaPorte  marks  a  new  era 
in  the  educational  history  of  this  county.  For  many  years  the  neces- 
sity for  such  a  school  has  been  apparent  and  it  is  cause  for  con- 
gratulation that  so  excellent  an  institution  has  been  permanently 
located  in  this  county.  It  brings  to  our  teachers  advantages  far 
superior  to  any  that  have  ever  been  offered  in  this  county  before  and 
should  receive  the  encouragement  and  support  of  teachers,  directors 
and  citizens. 

Conclusion. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  hereby  tendered  to  all  who  have  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  year's  work  and  I  trust  that  the  school  year 
upon  which  we  have  just  started  may  be  the  most  prosperous  and 
successful  in  our  history. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Charles  E.  Moxley. 


In  submitting  my  first  annual  report  to  the  Department,  I  realize 
full  well  that  in  a  county  so  large  much  of  the  work  can  not  be 
reached  in  one  year.  While  I  have  become  acquainted  with  the  work 
in  general,  it  has  been  impossible  to  reach  all  points. 

I  have  no  way  by  which  I  can  compare  the  work  of  the  past  year 
with  former  ones,  other  than  from  the  standpoint  of  a  teacher  and  an 
official. 
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The  trend  of  educational  thought  in  Susquehanna  county  has  been 
onward  and  upward.  While  we  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish 
wonders  in  any  particular  line  of  work,  yet  I  feel  the  work  compares 
favorably  with  that  of  former  years. 

In  several  places  the  work  has  been  interrupted  by  epidemics  more 
or  less  severe,  necessitating  the  closing  of  school. 

The  county  institute,  which  was  held  in  Montrose  during  the  week 
of  October  19,  was  a  meeting  of  more  than  usual  interest  and  profit 
to  the  teachers. 

The  day  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  S.  H.  .Mbro,  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte, 
Prof.  Francis  H.  Green.  Prof.  N.  O.  Robinson,  I'rof.  R.  L.  Park,  Prof. 
B.  E.  James  and  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey. 

The  evening  attractions  were  Thos.  Dixon,  H.  H.  Emmett,  Dr.  A. 
A.  Willets  and  Will  Carleton. 

The  local  institutes  have  not  been  a  pronounced  success;  the  few 
that  were  held  were  excellent,  making  up  perhaps  in  quality  what 
was  lacking  in  quantity. 

In  many  places  enthusiastic  teachers'  meetings  were  held;  they 
were  local,  sometimes  including  one  or  more  districts. 

A  Susquehanna  county  teachers'  association  was  organized  early 
in  the  spring  at  Susquehanna.  Constitution  and  by-laws  adopted; 
the  first  annual  meeting  to  occur  in  Hallstead,  September  17-18. 

The  plan  is  to  hold  two  meetings  a  year,  but  not  in  any  way  to 
take  the  place  of  local  institutes,  but  rather  through  it  to  plan  and 
organize  the  local  work,  that  it  may  be  made  more  helpful  to  the 
teachers  and  stimulate  the  interest  in  educational  matters  among 
the  people.  The  standard  of  our  schools  will  not  rise  higher  than  the 
educational  sentiment  of  the  people.  Educate  the  people  of  any  com- 
munity and  the  schools  in  that  community  will  show^  the  result. 

An  effort  will  be  made  at  our  next  county  institute  to  organize  a 
Susquehanna  county  directors'  association.  I  have  received  encour- 
agement from  many  directors  that  such  an  organization  would  meet 
their  approval  and  receive  their  support.  When  this  organization 
is  completed  we  will  be  well  organized  for  efificient  work;  in  organi- 
zation there  is  strength. 

The  professional  spirit  manifested  itself  at  the  last  county  insti- 
tute. A  committee  w^as  appointed  to  recommend  a  text-book  for  the 
teachers,  along  the  line  of  pedagogy,  and  from  which  the  superin- 
tendent should  examine  in  theory  and  practice.  It  is  encouraging 
to  know  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  teachers  early  secured  the 
book  and  have  made  it  a  thorough  study.  The  plan  will  be  continued 
each  year. 

The  announcement  was  made  last  year  that  the  teachers  would 
be  expected  to  pass  an  examination  in  work  done  at  the  county  in- 
stitute in  connection  with  theory  and  practice;  the  results  are  very 
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satisfacloiv.  My  elToi-ts  liave  becMi  to  ji:et  tlic  teachers  to  study; 
low  marks  iu  examination  work  can  be  overlooked  in  j)art,  if  a  teacher 
is  putting  forth  every  effort  to  improve.  There  is  hope  for  the  profes- 
sion if  its  members  try  to  improve. 

Our  teaching  force  is  improving,  a  more  thorough  preparation  is 
required.  The  directors  at  their  last  tri  annual  meeting  made  that 
demand,  that  better  teachers  should  be  provided.  Our  county  is 
sending  to  normal  schools  and  seminaries  more  pupils  than  ever,  and 
a  trained  corps  of  teachers  will  be  in  nearly  all  our  schools  in  a  few 
years. 

A  uniform  system  of  examination  for  pupils  graduating  from  our 
graded  and  high  schools  has  added  an  extra  responsibility  to  the 
work  of  the  superintendent,  yet  I  feel  the  extra  work  will  be  the 
means  of  increased  work  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  graded  and  high  schools  have  been  doing  excellent  work,  a 
very  friendly  feeling  has  always  existed  among  them  and  all  have 
worked  together  for  the  advancement  of  popular  education. 

I  must  not  forget  to  mention  the  greater  and  no  less  loyal  com- 
pany of  faithful  teachers  who  are  the  workers  in  the  rural  schools. 

After  a  year's  work  among  them  as  a  su])erintendent,  and  after 
visiting  more  than  250  schools,  I  am  convinced  that  at  present  the 
rural  school's  greatest  need  is  closer  supervision. 

There  is  a  lack  of  unity  in  the  work.  An  effort  is  being  made  to 
prepare  a  course  of  study  for  the  rural  schools,  not  a  cast  iron 
grading,  but  one  easily  adjusted  to  the  needs  of  the  county. 

New  school  houses  have  been  erected,  one  in  Apolacon  township, 
a  two  room  building  in  Harford  township,  and  a  fine  five  room 
brick  building  in  Hallstead. 

Several  districts  have  furnished  new  furniture,  and  improvements 
in  and  around  the  school  buildings  have  been  quite  general;  a  spirit 
of  improvement  seems  to  be  pre-eminent  through  the  county. 

Recent  legislation,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge,  has  been  in 
most  cases  along  the  line  of  reform.  The  compulsory  school  law 
has  not  proven  a  complete  success,  but  not  from  a  lack  of  interest  on 
the  part  of  the  directors,  but  more  from  a  feeling  that  they  lacked 
sufficient  authority  to  enforce  the  law. 

The  number  of  taxables  as  the  basis  on  which  the  State  appropria- 
tion should  be  i)aid  has  met  with  criticism;  no  doubt  the  present 
Legislature  will  pass  a  law  making  the  distribution  of ^ the  State 
money  more  equitable. 

School  boards  are  not  yet  alive  to  the  need  of  good  school  libraries 
as  they  should  be,  yet  I  am  pleased  to  report  something  has  been 
accomplished  along  this  line. 

I  am  under  great  obligations  to  tlie  l)e]>artnient  for  immy  courte- 
sies shown  me,  step]>ing  as  T  did  from  the  teacher's  desk  where  its 
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duties  had  bccoinc  fainiliar  to  the  position  of  siii»erintendent,  in 
which  I  was  entirely  unfamiliar,  it  was  necessary  to  seek  often  the 
advice  and  direction  of  my  superiors;  all  needed  advice  and  help  has 
been  forthcoming. 

I  wish  to  extend  to  the  county  press  thanks  for  the  many  favors 
received  from  their  hands.  Our  county  press  is  an  important  factor 
in  shaping  public  o]»inion  and  has  always  been  loyal  to  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  county. 

The  past,  with  its  record  of  success  and  failure,  is  beyond  our 
reach  to  change;  the  future  is  before  us,  pregnant  with  grand  possi- 
bilities. We  look  forward  to  the  coming  school  year  with  hope, 
resolved  to  accomplish  more  than  we  have  been  able  to  in  the  past. 


TIOGA  COUNTY— Henry  E.  Raesly. 


I  submit  herewith  my  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Tioga  county 
for  the  year  ending  June,  1897: 

The  conduct  of  the  schools  for  the  year  just  closed  was  not  charac- 
terized by  anything  new  or  startling,  but  consisted  mainly  of  an 
earnest  effort  to  improve  along  the  various  lines  of  work  planned  and 
begun  in  former  years.  We  are  more  than  ever  convinced  that  one 
of  the  chief  ends  to  be  sought  after  in  all  school  work  is  the  ability 
"to  speak  and  write  the  mother  tongue  with  ease  and  correctness." 
Hence  special  attention  was  directed  to  the  teaching  of  English,  more 
particularly  that  division  of  the  subject  embracing  speech,  reading 
and  composition.  This  was  done  by  way  of  definite  suggestions  to 
teachers  while  visiting  their  schools,  and  by  giving  the  subject  con- 
siderable prominence  at  the  annual  county  institute,  the  local  insti- 
tutes and  the  teachers'  examinations. 

In  addition  to  three  interesting  meetings  of  the  teachers"  associa- 
tion, the  usual  number  of  local  institutes  was  held.  The  plan 
adopted  several  years  ago,  by  which  the  county  is  divided  into  four- 
teen local  institute  districts,  and  by  which  the  teachers  of  the  various 
districts  elect  their  own  executive  officers,  is  still  in  vogue  and  seems 
to  meet  with  general  favor.  The  teachers'  reading  circle  was  also 
well  sustained.  The  work  of  this  educational  agency  is  under  the 
direction  of  a  committee  of  teachers,  who  annually  prescribe  a  course 
of  professional  reading  for  the  teachers.  The  books  recommended 
for  last  year  were  Page's  ''Theory  of  Teaching,"  Hinsdale's  "Teaching 
the  Language- Arts,"  and  Sara  Arnold's  ''Waymarks  for  Teachers." 
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The  suj)jily  of  teachers  still  coutiuues  to  exceed  the  demaud.  The 
normal  school  and  our  high  schools  annually  furnish  a  large  number 
of  recruits,  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  all  schools  of  the  county 
should  not  be  supplied  with  competent  and  skilled  teachers.  Un- 
fortunately, however,  the  best  teachers  are  not  always  employed.  Too 
often  the  best  interests  of  the  schools  are  sacrificed  to  gratify  the 
personal  interests  of  those  in  authority.  Many  districts  also  firmly 
adhere  to  the  policy  of  employing  none  but  home  teachers,  irrespect- 
ive of  their  qualifications.  There  is  but  little  to  commend  in  the  cus- 
tom, and  ofttimes  it  would  be  better  if  it  were  honored  more  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance. 

While  the  need  and  importance  of  a  suitable  library  for  every 
school  is  generally  recognized,  we  cannot  report  much  progress  in 
this  direction.  The  borough  schools,  generally,  have  libraries  of 
some  description,  and  add  to  their  collection  of  books  annually.  In 
some  localities  it  is  customary  to  charge  a  nominal  admission  fee  to 
the  annual  closing  exercises  of  the  schools,  and  to  put  the  money  thus 
collected  into  the  library  fund.  As  a  result  the  schools  of  those  dis- 
tricts have  quite  respectable  libraries.  Excepting  the  schools  of 
Elk  district,  in  which  every  school  has  at  least  the  nucleus  of  a  good 
library,  but  few  of  the  township  schools  have  libraries  worthy  of 
mention.  There  is  certainly  chance  for  improvement  along  this  line. 
It  is  now  no  uncommon  sight  to  see  the  flag  floating  from  the  rural 
school  house.  This  is  commendable  and  shows  the  true  patriotic 
spirit.  May  we  not  hope  that  a  similar  zeal  will  characterize  all 
efforts  to  procure  suitable  reading  matter  for  the  boys  and  girls 
of  every  school  in  the  county. 

The  total  attendance  of  pupils  did  not  differ  materially  from  that 
nf  last  year.  Most  districts  attempted  to  enforce  the  compulsory 
law,  but  with  varying  success.  Directors  generally  showed  a  willing- 
ness to  comply  with  the  law.  but  owing  to  various  and  conflicting  in- 
terpretations of  the  act,  and  because  of  a  lack  of  more  definite  direc- 
tions for  the  enforcement  of  its  provisions,  its  operation  was  not 
always  attended  with  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

Four  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  one  each  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  Farmington,  Tioga  township,  Wellsboro,  and  Westfield 
township.  The  one  at  Wellsboro  replaces  and  is  similar  in  structure 
to  the  commodious  eight  room  brick  edifice  erected  in  1894,  mention 
of  which  was  made  in  a  previous  report,  and  which,  with  its  contents, 
was  destroyed  by  fire  of  mysterious  origin  <m  the  night  of  August 
28th,  just  a  few  days  before  the  schools  were  to  open.  (Fortunately, 
the  directors  could  secure  temporary  accommodations  at  once,  and 
the  schools  were  thus  opened  after  the  least  possible  delay.)  The 
present  building  was  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy  by  Jan- 
nary  1st.     By  reference  to  the  statistical  report,  it  will  be  seen  that 
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wc  still  have  some  poor  school  houses  in  Hh'  ((iiiiilv;  in  fnct,  ;i  frw 
unfit  for  use.  It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  note  that  there  is  a 
growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  more  comfortable  and  substantial 
houses.  Delmar  has  just  awarded  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  a 
commodious  two  room  building  to  replace  the  old  weather  beaten 
house  at  Stony  Fork,  and  Shippeu  is  about  to  contract  for  improve- 
ments of  a  similar  nature  at  Asaph. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  last  week  of  October,  and 
was  conducted  on  a  plan  differing  somewhat  from  that  of  former 
years.  Three  distinct  programmes  were  arranged  for  the  morning 
sessions,  and  teachers  had  an  opportunity  to  select  the  programme 
offering  topics  or  subjects  to  which  they  desired  to  give  most  atten- 
tion. The  institute  was  thus  divided  into  three  sections,  the  choice 
of  programme  constituting  the  basis  of  division  for  each  day.  The 
day  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  S.  H. 
Albro,  Dr.  James  M.  Milne,  Prof.  F.  G.  Green,  Miss  Margaret  Mc- 
Closkey,  Prof.  H.  E.  Cogswell,  Prof.  G.  C.  Robertson,  Mrs.  G.  C. 
Robertson,  Miss  Annie  C.  Skeele,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Jenks,  Miss  Eliza  J. 
Boyce,  Prof.  M.  F.  Cass,  Dr.  Daniel  Fleisher,  Prof.  H.  P.  Rea,  and 
Prof.  W.  E.  Blair.  The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  a  con- 
cert by  the  Lyric  Quartette,  and  lectures  by  Dr.  F.  C.  Iglehart  and 
Gen.  John  B.  Gordon. 

The  county  directors'  association  held  its  first  regular  meeting  in 
connection  with  the  county  institute.  The  attendance,  while  not 
so  large  as  it  should  have  been,  was  nevertheless  encouraging.  In 
addition  to  an  address  by  State  Superintendent  Schaeffer,  the  fol- 
lowing topics  were  fully  discussed  by  different  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation: "Recent  School  Legislation,"  "Furnishing  and  Equipping 
School  Houses  with  Proper  Furniture  and  Apparatus,"  "Contracts 
Between  Teachers  and  Directors,"  etc.  Touching  the  question  of 
apparatus,  it  may  be  said  that  directors  are  beginning  to  fight  shy 
of  sleek  tongued  agents.  During  the  year  but  three  districts  yielded 
to  the  "seductive  methods  of  the  relief  map  man,  the  chart  agent,  the 
globe  seller  and  the  block  peddler,"  though  some  other  districts  are 
still  hampered  with  debts  contracted  in  the  purchase  of  these  expen- 
sive supplies  in  former  years. 

In  submitting  this  report,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  for 
courtesies  received,  the  public  press  for  generous  and  extended  re- 
ports of  educational  meetings,  the  directors  and  teachers  for  assist- 
ance and  advice,  and  all  who  have  in  any  way  helped  to  advance  tha 
educational  interests  of  the  countv. 
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UNION  COrNTY— D.  P.  Stapleton. 


Til  is  has  been  a  prosperous  and  progressive  year  in  the  schools  of 
our  county.  The  interest  in  education  continues  to  increase  and  the 
efforts  of  directors,  teachers  and  friends  of  education  have  not 
abated  from  former  years. 

Teachers,  as  a  body,  have  been  watchful,  and  by  example  and  per- 
sonal influence  have  led  their  pupils  to  nobler  aims  and  higher 
aspirations.  They  not  only  sought  to  help  others  but  also  increased 
their  powers  in  gaining  knowledge  and  ability  to  instruct.  To  this 
end  many  teachers  have  been  and  are  now  endeavoring  to  master 
some  course  of  study,  or  are  attending  summer  and  normal  schools. 
The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  love  for  learning,  fidelity,  patriot- 
ism and  progress  will  not  only  mark  the  school  but  the  chair  behind 
the  teacher's  desk  must  be  filled  with  a  person  of  like  attainments. 

Memorial  and  patriotic  exercises  in  our  schools  have  been  greatly 
encouraged,  the  influence  of  which  is  noticeable  in  the  general  intelli- 
gence of  the  pupils,  concerning  men  and  women  of  letters,  statesmen, 
and  soldiers,  and  the  many  flag  jtoles  from  which  float  the  stars  and 
stripes. 

The  county  institute,  held  on  the  last  week  of  December,  in  Mifflin- 
burg,  was  one  of  the  marked  features  of  the  year.  No  effort  was 
spared,  with  the  limited  means  at  hand,  to  make  it  one  of  the  best 
institutes.  The  great  enthusiasm,  cheer  and  kind  words,  in  a  meas- 
ure, showed  to  what  extent  we  were  successful.  The  good  returned 
to  the  county,  through  the  county  institute,  cannot  be  measured  by 
dollars  and  cents. 

Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  A. 
E.  Gobble,  president  Central  Pennsylvania  College;  Dr.  Lincoln 
Hully,  of  Bucknell  University;  Prof.  F.  H.  Green,  of  West  Chester 
State  Normal  School;  Prof.  I.  D.  Gresh,  of  Milton;  Prof.  B.  R.  John- 
son, ex-county  superintendent,  and  Prof.  Wm.  Noetling,  of  Blooms- 
burg  State  Normal  School,  were  among  the  corps  of  instructors. 
Profs.  Kemp,  Green  and  Dr.  Hully  lectured  before  large  audiences 
in  the  evenings.  The  Ollie  Torbett  Concert  Co.  delighted  a  very 
large  audience  with  masterly  achievements.  One  of  the  features 
of  the  institute  was  the  directors'  association,  Capt.  J.  V.  Miller,  pres- 
ident, and  Dr.  H.  C.  Brown,  secretary.  The  forenoon  was  given  to 
an  address  by  the  county  superintendent  and  topics  suggested  for 
discussion  by  the  superintendent.     In  the  afternoon  a  joint  session 
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of  directors  and  tcjuhcrs  was  l»eld,  which  was  uddit'sscd  by  llw 
president,  ('apt.  .1.  \  .  MilhT,  I'rof.  (Ireen,  Prof.  Kemp  and  Dr.  N. 
C.  Scha offer. 

The  teachers  of  (he  county  have  organized  a  teachers'  association 
to  whicli  already  two-thirds  of  our  teachers  belong.  Nearly  all 
townships  and  boroughs  have  maintained  teachers'  organizations 
during  the  school  term.  We  would  like  to  see  every  township  organ- 
ized with  teachers  and  citizens  who  may  enthuse  the  parents  and 
pupils  in  educational  matters. 

The  school  houses  of  the  county  are  substantially  constructed  of 
wood  or  brick  and  generally  well  cared  for. 

Arbor  day  has  done  much  to  beautify  the  school  grounds  and  create 
a  sentiment  of  thrift.  Yet  much  remains  to  be  done  in  this  line. 
Two  new  school  houses  have  been  built  this  year  and  furnished  with 
the  latest  improvements. 

The  need  of  slate  boards  in  every  school  house  is  no  longer  ques- 
tioned. All  of  the  new  and  most  of  the  old  buildings  are  now  fur- 
nished with  slate  boards.  One  school  room  still  remains  to  be  fur- 
nished with  patent  desks. 

Charts  are  found  in  almost  every  school  room,  some  good,  others 
useless.  Several  townships  have  recently  purchased  much  needed 
sets  of  maps  at  reasonable  prices. 

Libraries. 

If  suitable  reading  matter  be  placed  before  the  child  at  the  proper 
time  there  would  be  little  need  of  complaint  against  trashy  literature. 

For  this  reason  every  school  should  be  supplied  with  suitable  books 
adapted  to  the  age  and  proper  inclination  of  the  child.  The  teacher 
is  no  less  a  factor  in  directing  the  proper  development  in  when,  what 
and  how  to  give,  than  the  child  is  to  receive  and  assimilate  what  may 
be  given.  A  beginning  has  been  made  in  placing  suitable  libraries 
in  the  school  buildings.  Thus  far  it  has  been  limited  to  the  tow^ns, 
but  we  hope  that  this  very  laudable  part  of  school  requisites  will 
soon  be  extended  to  the  country. 

The  schools  of  Miflflinburg,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  C.  R.  Neff, 
have  had  one  year  added  to  the  course  of  study.  The  course  of  study 
has  also  been  raised  in  Lewisburg. 

Most  of  the  schools  closed  with  delightful  exercises  in  which 
teachers,  pupils  and  parents  participated. 

Thirty-five  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  graduated  from  the 
public  schools  in  the  county,  of  which  eighteen  graduated  from  the 
schools  of  Lewisburg. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  has  done  much  to  secure  more 
regular  attendance  and  better  results  at  the  close  of  school. 

In  submitting  this  brief  report  I  desire  to  thank  the  teachers, 


144  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

(lirectorK  aud  citizens  who  have  in  so  manv  ways  endeavored  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  ol  our  public  schools,  aud  to  the  press  for  gratui- 
tous publications  of  matters  of  interest  to  our  public  schools.  All 
have  endeavored  to  make  our  work  pleasant  aud  cheered  with  en- 
couraging words.  We  feel  that  the  people  and  the  press  of  our 
county  will  continue  to  speak  and  work  in  the  interests  of  the  boys 
and  girls  who  are  so  soon  to  become  the  men  and  women  of  our 
country. 


VENANGO  COT'NTY— John  F.  Bigler. 


W'e  are  again  happy  to  chronicle  the  very  good  results  of  the  work 
of  the  schools  during  the  past  year.  In  a  great  many  respects  the 
results  have  been  better  than  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  the 
friends  of  education  could  expect.  We  are  certain  that  the  schools 
were  all  that  they  could  be  under  the  present  conditions. 

A  better  organization  of  local  and  district  institutes  has  been  ef- 
fected during  the  year,  and  these  serve  as  a  means  by  which  the  pop- 
ular interest  of  education  is  kept  before  the  people.  The  directors' 
organization  improved  in  numbers  and  interest  during  the  last  year. 
but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  interest  is  not  taken  among  the 
directors,  the  most  potent  factor  of  the  school  system.  It  is  an 
observation  worthy  of  note  that  in  districts  where  live,  energetic 
and  progressive  men  are  elected  to  the  ofifice  of  school  director,  we 
find  excellent  schools.  On  the  other  hand  in  districts  that  have 
school  directors  who  are  indiilerent  and  parsimonious,  we  have 
schools  that  correspond  in  every  respect.  The  "Pennsylvania  School 
Director"  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  real  autocrat,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  law  permits  him  to  do  almost  anjlhing  he  wishes. 
It  naturally  follows  that  we  should  expect  the  people  to  exercise  the 
greatest  care  in  their  choice  of  directors,  who  are  the  custodians  of 
their  children's  highest  and  best  interests. 

New  school  houses  were  built  in  the  following  districts:  two  in 
Cranberry,  two  in  French  Creek  and  one  in  Oil  Creek.  These  are 
good,  substantial  houses,  furnished  with  natural  slate  blackboards 
and  good  furniture.  The  two  in  Cranberry  are  especially  fin*?,  having 
a  modern  system  of  heating  and  ventilation. 

The  interest  in  school  libraries  was  very  good.  Quite  a  number 
of  new  libraries  were  placed  in  schools  that  heretofore  had  none  and 
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a  great  mauv  additions  were  made  t<»  libraries  alreudv  established. 
The  greatest  rare  has  been  exercised  in  the  selection  of  books.  Com- 
mittees have  been  appointed  who  choose  the  best  books  by  standard 
authors  and  exclude  the  books  tlitit  are  in  the  least  questionable  in 
their  character. 

A  course  of  study  and  system  of  grading  are  now  in  all  but  six  dis- 
tricts in  the  county,  and  the  results  are  very  gratifying  to  teachers 
and  all  concerned.  More  than  one  hundred  pupils  were  graduated 
from  the  common  schools  as  a  result. 

Our  teachers  continue  to  improve  professionally  as  follows:  By  at- 
tending good  schools  during  the  spring  and  summer  vacations,  by  a 
lively  interest  in  a  prescribed  course  of  professional  reading  as  well 
as  a  general  course  in  literature,  by  an  active  part  in  the  district  and 
local  institutes,  and  in  the  county  institute,  which  w'as  a  source  of 
good  things  and  an  inspiration  to  every  teacher.  All  this  certainly 
has  a  good  effect  upon  our  teachers  and  the  good  results  are  seen  in 
the  school  room,  since  better  teaching  is  being  done  to-day  than  ever 
before.  Especially  is  this  the  case  with  our  experienced  teachers, 
for  they  are  on  bed  rock  principles  of  pedagogy  and  the  results  of 
their  labors  prove  it. 

There  is  a  good  school  spirit  throughout  the  county,  as  our  citizens 
talk  for  the  schools  and  the  teachers  and  try  to  live  up  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  school  law.  A  disappointment  is  felt  in  a  great  many 
districts  because  of  the  failure  of  the  Legislature  to  make  an  appro- 
priation for  the  support  of  the  township  high  schools.  We  shall 
hope  for  better  things  of  the  next  Legislature. 

We  will  close  this  report  by  thanking  the  Department,  the  press 
and  all  who  have  assisted  us  in  the  work  of  the  year. 


WARREN  COUNTY— H.  M.  Putnam. 


During  the  past  year  school  work  in  this  county  has  been  very  sat- 
isfactory and  in  the  great  majority  of  schools  considerable  progress 
has  been  made.  We  still  have  a  few  districts  in  which  the  aim 
seems  to  be  to  fill  the  position  of  teacher  with  those  who  will  work 
for  the  lowest  salary  with  little  or  no  regard  for  their  ability  to  teach 
welL 

The  "block  peddler"  and  the  "relief  map  man"  were  with  us  and 
10-5-97 
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siicttMMlcd  in  selling  (heir  w  ;uh'S  in  a  few  districts.  Two  districts 
reduced  their  annunl  term  one  month  in  order  to  {»aj  bills  for  blocks 
and  maps.  For  several  years  the  chart  agent  has  not  be<'n  with  us. 
My  experience  has  shown  me  that  a  good  teacher  can  do  satisfactory 
work  without  these  expensive  forms  of  apparatus  and  that  they  are 
of  little  or  no  help  to  a  poor  teacher. 

Many  of  our  schools  have  small  but  well  selected  libraries,  while 
others  have  larger  collections  of  books  that  are  equally  well  selected, 
In  some  schools  I  regret  to  say  the  books  are  not  used  for  want  of 
proper  encouragement  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  The  public  library 
at  Warren  has  been  made  free  to  all  and  as  a  result  its  patronage 
has  increased  amazingly.  The  pupils  of  the  public  schools  make  free 
use  of  it  and  the  resulting  benefit  is  great,  though  great  care  is  neces- 
sary in  oi'der  to  avoid  the  improper  use  of  its  privileges. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  sixteen  districts  and  through  them 
much  interest  in  school  affairs  was  awakened  and  much  good  accom- 
plished. In  each  meeting  (juestions  were  discussed  and  plans  pro- 
posed that  were  applicable  to  the  district  in  w^hich  the  institute 
was  held.  The  majority  of  the  teachers  attended  several  institutes, 
though  a  few'  lacked  interest  enough  to  attend  even  one.  Strange 
as  it  may  appear  those  that  need  help  most  are  not  the  ones  most 
eager  to  receive  it. 

The  county  institute  continues  to  grow  in  favor  and  worth.  The 
meeting  this  year  was  well  attended  and  the  instruction  was  of  a 
high  order. 

One  of  the  questions  that  confronts  directors  is  what  to  do  with 
the  small  school.  Many  districts  are  obliged  to  support  schools  in 
which  the  number  of  pupils  is  so  limited  that  good  work  is  not  pos- 
sible. One  district  has  eight  schools  with  less  than  one  hundred 
pupils  enroled.  The  condition  in  other  districts  is  nearly  as  disad- 
vantageous. The  privilege  of  furnishing  transportation  for  pupils 
will  aid  in  a  measure  to  avoid  this  trouble,  though  in  some  i)laces  the 
conditions  are  such  that  it  is  difficult  to  furnish  transportation.  The 
central  school  idea  is  meeting  with  much  favor  in  some  districts  and 
will  possibly  be  acted  on  in  the  near  future. 

The  proportion  of  trained  teachers  is  increasing  gradually  and  the 
beneficial  results  of  normal  work  are  plainly  discernible.  A  course 
of  reading  along  the  line  of  history,  of  education  and  pedagogy  has 
been  followed  by  a  majority  of  our  teachers  during  the  year  and  a 
more  comprehensive  idea  of  the  scope  of  the  teacher's  work  has 
resulted. 

The  plan  of  holding  an  educational  mass  meeting  each  year  was 
continued  by  the  directors  of  Warren  borough.  Superintendent 
Schaeffer  and  others  addressed  the  meeting  and  the  interest  mani- 
fested was  very  encouraging. 
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'I'lir  cili/j'iis  (»r  \\';iii'('H  l»(»r()ii<;li  \(>I<mI  (<i  IioikI  IIh'  l>(ir(tiii;li  tor 
f;-)"),!!!)!),  with  wlii<li  1(»  ci-ccI  new  scliool  l»iiil(iiii<j;s  dni-iii}^  \\w  coniinf; 
.>('ai"  aiul  i\  liijili  scluiol  Itiiildiiij;  is  in  progress  of  ((mstiucl  ion.  The 
houses  eirck'd  will  be  modern  in  every  respect  and  a  (tredit  to  tlic 
place. 

Tlie  workings  of  I  he  uniform  gradual  ion  sclieme  conlinue  lo  show 
its  value.  The  pupils  stay  in  school  to  the  close  of  the  term  and 
attend  school  longer  than  ever  before,  where  the  schenie  is  properly 
administered.  The  high  school  studies  taught  give  pupils  a  taste  for 
higher  work  and  many  have  attended  high  schools  and  normals  who 
would  not  had  it  not  been  for  the  interest  aroused  by  pursuing  this 
course. 

The  question  with  parents  should  not  be  "How  soon  can  I  get  my 
children  out  of  the  ungraded  school?"  but  rather  "How  can  I  aid  in 
making  the  ungraded  scliool  better?"  I  believe  that  in  a  fair  sized, 
ungraded  school  a  good  teacher  can  accomplish  as  much  or  more,  that 
is  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  child  mentally,  j)hysically  and  morally 
than  in  the  ordinary  graded  school.  An  ungraded  school  in  the 
hands  of  a  poor  teacher  often  accomplishes  more  harm  than  good, 
but  in  the  hands  of  one  that  loves  little  children  and  delights  in  the 
work  of  teaching  wonderful  results  may  be  achieved. 

The  Cornplanter  Indian  school  was  in  session  eight  months,  with 
Miss  Gay  Phillips  as  teacher.  Excellent  work  was  done  and  the 
result  of  Miss  Phillips'  teaching  can  be  seen  both  in  and  out  of  the 
school  room. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  in  any  way  aided  in  making  the 
schools  of  the  county  better. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— Frank  K.   Hall. 


In  submitting  this,  our  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  the 
county,  we  find  it  difficult  to  give  in  a  few  words  the  work  done  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  In  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  of  super- 
intendent, we  met  many  familiar,  earnest  faces  of  teachers  that  had 
become  acquainted  with  the  duties  of  the  school  room,  yet  had  not 
wearied  of  the  work,  but  found  it  fascinating  enough  to  choose  it 
as  a  profession  for  life. 
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riid«*r  tin-  i,nii<laii(('  ol  our  former  superintendent  the  schools  had 
steadily  advanced  toward  greater  efficiency,  and  with  the  enthusiasm 
of  a  large  number  of  teachers  we  met,  the  outlook  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  was  very  encouraging. 

We  were  not  content  to  stand  still,  consequently  to  bring  new 
life  into  the  work  we  felt  it  our  duty  to  make  a  number  of  innova- 
tions. 

The  more  we  know  of  teachers  and  their  profession,  the  greater 
our  admiration  for  them.  He  who  devotes  his  life  to  the  develop- 
ment and  formation  of  true  character,  the  building  up  of  true  man^ 
hood  and  womanhood  for  citizenship,  demands  the  recognition  and 
gratitude  of  all  who  have  at  heart  the  greatest  love  and  desire  for  the 
success  of  our  children  and  the  future  prosperity  of  our  country. 

As  a  rule  we  found  teachers  devoted  workers.  Many  after  finish- 
ing their  winter  schools,  attended  school  to  learn  of  the  "new  meth- 
ods" and  to  increase  their  ability  to  meet  the  requirements  of  their 
profession.  It  is  good  and  gratifying  to  feel  that  the  living  teacher 
realizes  he  must  constantly  be  doing  something  to  keep  pace  with  his 
calling. 

Examinations. 

We  began  our  work  of  the  year  by  holding  in  various  parts  of  the 
county  eighteen  examinations  for  teachers.  Six  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  applicants  presented  themselves,  437  receiving  certificates  and 
194  failing.  Four  professionals  were  granted.  Of  those  receiving 
certificates  186  had  never  taught,  87  had  taught  one  year,  68  two 
years,  42  three  years,  and  54  four  or  more  years.  The  cause  of  the 
failure  of  many  was  largely  poor  manuscript  work. 

Too  much  of  the  education  to-day  is  of  the  head  and  not  the  hand. 
It  is  too  much  efifort  spent  upon  young  people  to  teach  them  to  think, 
without  the  ability  to  execute.  Not  that  we  would  have  less  of  the 
former,  but  more  of  the  latter.  The  hand  is  as  useful  to  an  educated 
man  as  the  head,  and  they  should  be  trained  and  educated  in  har- 
mony. 

Many  of  our  young  people,  fresh  from  the  public  schools,  wishing  to 
teach,  fail  to  have  a  grip  upon  the  subjects  when  needed  to  tide  them 
over  emergencies.  They  have  been  kept  too  close  to  books,  too  far 
from  subjects,  consequently  wiieu  a  practical  test  comes  their  knowl- 
edge is  vague,  composed  of  ideas  without  form,  or  thoughts  without 
the  power  of  expression,  or  ability  to  execute.  It  w\as  our  purpose 
in  the  examination  to  secure  those  for  teachers  that  could  manipulat<' 
their  powers  and  show  skill  in  handling  the  subjects  under  consid- 
eration. 


Wasliington  School  Building. 
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Innovations. 

It  was  our  belief  that  tlie  schools  would  become  more  efficient  if 
the  directors  and  patrons  would  familiarize  themselves  with  the  work 
of  the  school  room.  That  this  might  be  accomplished  and  an  in- 
creased interest  awakened,  we  set  aside  October  ;U  as  "directors' 
faculty  day."  We  were  of  the  opinion  that  a  meeting  of  the  direct- 
ors alone  with  the  teachers  in  their  respective  townships  and  bor- 
oughs throughout  the  entire  county,  to  reveiw  the  work  being  done 
in  the  schools  and  consider  their  needs  would  tend  largely  to  a  unity 
of  labor  and  result  in  stimulating  the  progress  and  advancement  of 
education  in  our  schools  and  with  our  people.  The  result  was  grati- 
fying far  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  A  list  of  topics 
suitable  for  the  occasion  had  been  previously  prepared.  Forty-five 
of  the  sixty-one  districts  met  and  reported  results.  In  some  places 
the  occasion  was  so  satisfactory  they  adjourned  to  meet  again.  Some 
of  the  results  were :  teachers  were  granted  time  to  visit  other  schools, 
school  grounds  were  looked  after,  work  was  better  classified,  houses 
improved,  rooms  made  more  tidy  and  the  assistance  of  the  directors 
secured  in  making  the  schools  a  greater  success. 

Our  second  effort  was  to  establish  "parents'  da}'."  November  20 
was  given  for  the  occasion.  The  regular  work  of  the  schools  con- 
tinued. Invitation  had  been  given  out  by  the  children,  and  during 
the  day  about  twenty-five  hundred  people  visited  the  schools  in  the 
county.  It  was  a  grand  reception  day.  The  school  rooms  were 
beautifully  decorated  with  flowers  and  the  work  of  the  children.  Feb- 
ruary 5th  was  our  second  "parents'  day,"  which  was  equally  success- 
ful as  the  first.  These  were  inspiring  occasions.  The  recitations, 
the  teachers  before  their  classes,  the  coming  and  going  of  visitors, 
the  examination  of  work,  the  union  of  directors,  teachers  and  patrons 
interested  in  the  children,  can  not  be  otherwise  than  profitable  to  our 
schools  and  encouraging  to  all  participants. 

Institutes. 

Local  institutes  were  numerous.  Ko  less  than  sixty  were  held  in 
different  parts  of  the  county  and  were  largel,y  attended.  At  a  num- 
ber of  places  a  member  of  the  school  board  would  act  as  presiding 
officer,  and  directors  and  patrons  would  take  an  active  part  in  the 
discussions. 

These  educational  meetings  are  growing  in  popularity  and  the 
locality  that  makes  no  provision  for  them  is  not  counted  in  the  line 
of  progression. 

Our  county  institute,  held  December  14  to  18,  departed  from  the 
regulated  form  so  common  in  our  State.  The  forenoon  session  was 
converted  into  a  "school  of  methods,"  composed  of  five  sections.     Tht 
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first  section  containod  principals,  high  school  t(?acliors  and  first  and 
second  assistants;  the  second,  third  and  fourth  sections  contained  the 
teachers  of  the  ungraded  schools,  and  the  fifth  section  the  primary 
teachers.  Each  section  had  three  ])eriods  of  forty-five  minutes  each. 
The  morning  hour  from  8.30  to  9.30  was  occupied  entirely  by  the 
teachers. 

The  afternoons  consisted  of  music,  singing  by  the  institute  and 
addresses. 

The  instructors  were  Frank  Owen  Payne,  Glen  Cove,  N.  Y.;  Dr. 
James  L.  McLellan,  Toronto,  Canada;  Dr.  Heber  Holbrook,  Clarion, 
Pa.;  Dr.  T.  B.  Xoss,  California,  Pa.;  Dr.  J.  D.  Moffatt,  Washington, 
Pa,;  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Noss,  Cali- 
fornia, Pa.;  Prof.  Louis  Van  Orden,  Washington,  Pa.;  Rev.  J.  F.  Core; 
William  Hawley  Smith,  author  of  "The  Evolution  of  Dodd." 

Music. 

Supt.  T.  L.  Gibson,  Cambria  county,  Pa.;  Miss  Ada  M.  Miller, 
Parkers'  Landing,  Pa.;  Miss  Louie  Taylor,  New  Brunswick;  Miss 
Lorena  Core,  Washington,  Pa.;  Miss  Laura  W^ard,  California,  Pa.; 
Miss  Margaret  Acheson,  Washington,  Pa.;  Amphion  Quartet,  Pitts- 
burg. 

Entertainments. 

Vast  audiences,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred,  were  entertained 
by  the  following:  Gen.  John  B.  Gordon,  *'The  Last  Days  of  the  Con- 
federacy;" Torbett  Concert  Company;  Rev.  Anna  H.  Shaw,  "The 
New  Man;"  Hon.  H.  W.  J.  Ham,  "The  Snollygoster  in  Politics;" 
The  Ladies'  Symphony  Orchestra,  composed  of  twenty  players, 
Boston. 

Directors'  Convention. 

The  directors'  convention  was  the  largest  ever  held  in  the  county. 
It  was  an  interesting  gathering.  Live  educational  questions  con- 
fronting the  directors  of  to-day  were  discussed  freely.  It  is  too  bad 
there  is  no  {provision  for  the  continuation  of  this  body  of  educators 
in  session  for  two  days.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
year:  President,  E.  B.  Boyle;  vice  president,  A.  W.  Pollocli;  secre- 
tary', Charles  Bromley;  executiA'e  committee,  Alvan  Donnan,  M.  H. 
Borland,  W.  H.  Dunlap  and  J.  Irwin  Knox. 

In  the  afternoon  the  directors  as  a  body  attended  the  institute  with 
the  teachers  and  were  addressed  by  Dr.  James  McLellan,  of  Toronto, 
and  William  Hawley  Smith.  In  the  evening  a  short  session  was  held 
in  the  directors'  office,  adjourning  to  meet  at  Canonsburg  in  February. 

Improvements. 

In  many  of  the  districts  the  directors  had  the  buildings  renovated, 
pajMM-ed  and  painted  the  rooms,  thus  converting  "the  old  school  house 


Beallsville  School  Building,  Washington  County. 
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into  ;i  now  children's  iionio."  Permit  us  to  say  lierc  we  found  our 
direc-tors  ^villin«,^  earnest  workers  in  nearly  every  particular,  ready 
at  a  suggeslion  to  do  everything  possible  to  make  tlie  schools  a  suc- 
cess. In  the  rural  districts,  North  Strabane  erected  a  fine  brick 
building  of  one  room,  furnished  with  slate  boards,  the  latest  im- 
proved desks  and  heated  with  warm  air.  West  Finley  and  Hanover 
each  erected  fine  frame  buildings,  the  latter  containing  two  rooms. 

Washington  occupied  for  the  first  her  magnificent  brick  structure, 
erected  at  a  cost  of  |75,000.  It  contains  all  the  modern  improve- 
ments. In  addition  to  its  recitation  rooms  it  has  a  principal's  re- 
ception room,  directors'  office  and  a  hall  with  a  seating  capacity 
of  1,200. 

Beallsville  has  finished  ready  for  occupancy  a  fine  brick  edifice, 
artistic  as  well  as  commodious.  It  occupies  a  beautiful  eminence 
overlooking  the  tow  n,  and  giving  to  the  school  a  good  view  of  na- 
ture's rugged  hills  and  retreating  valleys.  Monongahela  and  Canons- 
burg  will  each  have  completed  by  next  year  buildings  commodious 
in  every  particular. 

Summary. 

Educationally-,  this  has  been  a  year  of  marked  advancement  in  our 
county.  Washington  and  Jefferson,  Trinity  Hall,  the  Ladies'  Semi- 
nary, California  normal,  Canonsburg,  Hickory,  McDonald,  Monon- 
gahela Academies,  the  local  normals  and  the  public  schools  have  all 
enrolled  far  more  students  than  any  previous  year.  The  compulsory 
law%  imperfect  as  it  was,  proved  a  success.  It  w'as  not  so  well  en- 
forced as  it  should  have  been  in  some  places,  yet  the  fact  that  such 
a  law^  existed  did  much  in  placing  many  in  the  schools.  The  public 
school  enrolment  for  the  entire  count}'  show's  an  increase  of  579  over 
that  of  the  previous  year. 

Cross  Creek  township  took  the  initiative  step  and  established  a 
central  high  school.  Prof.  Frank  H.  Eyder,  of  Washington  and  Jef- 
ferson College,  was  elected  principal.  Higher  branches,  viz:  Greek, 
Latin,  rhetoric,  geometry  and  algebra  were  taught  in  addition  to  a 
higher  course  in  the  common  branches.  The  school  was  a  venture, 
which  the  young  people  appreciated  and  the  possession  of  which  the 
township  felt  quite  jjroud.  With  thom  the  central  high  school  is  a 
success. 

Washington,  California,  Monongahela,  Canonsburg,  Claysville, 
Mt.  Pleasant  and  Chartiers  townships  have  special  teachers  in  music. 

Not  a  few  of  the  teachers,  by  industrious  efforts,  added  quite  a 
number  of  good  books  to  the  libraries  begun  by  the  free  text-book 
system.  Many  of  the  schools  have  been  well  equipped  with  suita- 
ble maps,  charts,  globes  and  dictionaries. 
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The  directors  have  been  liberal  iu  their  visitations,  ofteu  going 
in  a  body  and  at  other  times  accompanying  the  superintendent. 

Of  the  480  schools  iu  the  county  we  spent  from  one  half  to  one  and 
one-half  hours  in  I'Oi'.  We  made  328  otfieial  visits,  attended  16  edu- 
cational meetings  and  assisted  in  the  dedication  of  three  new  build- 
ings. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  thank  the  otticials  at  Harrisburg,  the 
directors,  teachers  and  friends  of  education  for  their  aid  and  hearty 
co-operation  in  all  our  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  the  schools  of 
our  county. 


WAYNE    COUNTY— D.    L.    Hower. 


The  work  of  the  year  has  been  generally  satisfactory.  Most  of  the 
teachers  are  earnest  in  their  efforts  and  willing  to  accept  sugges- 
tions that  will  produce  more  definite  results.  There  is  a  lack  of  pro- 
fessional qualifications  among  many  of  the  teachers.  Too  many 
people  are  still  of  the  opinion  that  to  be  able  to  pass  an  examination 
is  all  the  qualification  a  teacher  needs.  More  definite  preparation 
and  closer  application  are  necessary  to  raise  the  schools  to  a  higher 
standard.  Much  of  the  work  is  done  in  a  haphazard  way.  Positive 
results  cannot  be  obtained  without  systematic  method.  Some  recog- 
nize this  and  attend  normal  and  training  schools,  or  work  out  a  per- 
sonal system.  Close  observation,  wise  reading  and  highly  idealized 
application  are  of  incalculable  worth. 

Co-operation. 

The  lack  of  co-operation  between  the  home  and  the  school  is  often 
very  detrimental.  These  two  forces  should  be  united  and  a  resultant 
of  higher  citizenship  would  be  the  consequence.  Contention  be- 
tween teacher  and  parent  is  fatal  to  those  higher  results  for  which 
the  home  and  school  should  aim.  The  indifference  of  the  public  and 
the  spirit  of  open  fault  finding  should  be  supplanted  by  hearty  co- 
operation and  recognition  of  honest  effort.  The  discipline  of  the 
home  and  the  school  should  be  along  parallel  lines,  and  should  lead  to 
self-restraint  and  self-activity.  The  teacher  needs  the  sympathy,  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  parents  and  children.  Several  failures  were 
reported,  and  these  were  generally  due  to  ])()or  judgment  on  the  part 
of  the  teacher  and  a  spirit  of  oj)])osition  on  the  jmrt  of  the  parents. 
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School  Libraries. 


Considerable  work  was  done  during  the  year  along  the  line  of  pro- 
curing libraries.  Many  teachers  resjionded  with  a  will,  and  quite  a 
number  of  schools  can  boast  of  good  working  libraries  made  up  of 
books  by  standard  authors.  These  books  were  procured  by  popular 
subscription,  entertainments,  etc.,  and  the  pupils  feel  justly  proud  of 
being  helpers  in  such  a  worthy  undertaking.  Dreher,  Texas,  Clinton 
and  Canaan  townships  have  done  the  best  work  along  this  line.  This 
feature  will  be  vigorously  pushed  during  the  next  few  years.  Many 
of  the  teachers  read  nothing  or  very  little;  these  must  move  out  of 
this  lethargy  or  leave  the  profession.  Can  it  be  possible  that  per- 
sons have  been  teaching  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  be  compelled 
to  admit  that  they  do  practically  no  reading?  Yet  such  is  the  fact. 
How  can  such  teachers  direct  the  reading  of  children  which  is  of 
such  vital  importance?  He  who  does  not  read  is  destitute  of  that 
living  spirit  which  alone  can  inspire  children  with  a  love  for  the 
truly  good  and  elevating  in  literature. 

Township  High  Schools. 

There  is  a  growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  higher  education  for 
the  boys  and  girls  of  our  rural  districts.  In  some  of  the  districts  the 
people  are  enthusiastic  and  recognize  the  far-reaching  influence  high 
schools  in  the  country  districts  would  have.  The  question  was  dis- 
cussed at  many  district  institutes  during  the  winter,  and  everywhere 
met  with  a  cordial  reception.  Lake  township  is  building  a  new  build- 
ing for  this  purpose,  and  a  regular  course  will  be  adopted,  Preston, 
Berlin,  Dyberry,  Scott  and  several  other  districts  are  seriously  con- 
sidering the  establishment  of  such  schools,  and  Wayne  county  will 
not  be  behind  in  this  important  educational  step. 

Everybody  pronounced  the  annual  county  teachers'  institute  a 
success.  The  instructors  were  required  to  do  work  along  definite 
lines  instead  of  giving  rambling  talks  on  different  subjects.  Child 
study,  history  of  education,  school  management  and  literature  were 
the  subjects  treated.  The  teachers  were  required  to  read  along 
these  lines,  and  the  examinations  so  far  show  that  much  systematic 
work  has  been  done.  The  first  permanent  directors'  association  in 
this  county  was  organized  during  institute  week,  and  questions 
pertaining  to  school  interests  were  discussed  with  such  enthusiasm 
and  ability  as  is  seldom  manifested  at  the  first  of  such  gatherings. 

For  convenience  and  more  effective  work  the  county  was  divided 
into  twelve  local  institute  districts.  Committees  were  appointed 
to  prepare  programs,  and  the  work  planned  was  cheerfully  responded 
to  by  teachers,  directors,  ministers  and  others.  The  meetings  were 
well  attended,  the  results  very  gratifying,  and  the  zeal  and  interest 
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manifested  lead  ii.s  to  fed  thai  (li(^se  iiislihiles  liave  been  the  means 
of  creating-  a  belter  |nildic  srlnxd  smi  inifn t.  and  will  make  the  work 
of  the  teachei'  more  etlective  and  apjn'eciated.  Afany  local  institutes 
were  held  in  addition  to  the  above  district  institutes.  Another  new- 
feature  was  the  examination  for  common  school  diplomas.  Thirty- 
six  pupils  passed  the  examination,  while  tlie  added  stimulus  will 
cause  man^'  to  more  effective  work  next  year. 

Several  of  the  districts  have  been  induced  to  buy  costly  apparatus. 
Directors  cannot  be  too  careful  in  investinji  the  jHiblic  money.  Too 
much  is  often  paid  for  charts,  maps,  blocks,  blackboards,  etc.  Appa- 
ratus is  necessary,  but  much  of  it  now  in  the  schools  was  used  com- 
paratively little  durin*;  the  last  year.  Several  of  our  districts  are 
in  debt  on  account  of  such  extravagance.  Better  increase  the 
wages  of  the  hard  working,  successful  teacher,  and  thus  show  that 
honest  effort  is  appreciated. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— \V.  W.  Ulerich. 


The  making  of  a  summary  of  the  records  of  a  school  year  is  a  very 
unsatisfactory  work.  The  superintendent  knows  whether  progress 
or  retrogression  has  been  made,  but  to  put  it  into  intelligible  form 
so  that  others  may  know  just  the  condition  of  the  schools 
of  the  county  is  far  from  being  an  easy  task.  He  may  look  over  the 
work  of  a  year,  prepare  statistics  showing  the  number  of  pupils 
enrolled,  increase  in  attendance,  number  of  teachers  employed,  num- 
ber of  new  houses  built  and  old  ones  refurnished,  with  many  other 
points  of  interest,  but  these  items  do  not  measure  the  growth  of 
educational  sentiment,  or  the  moral,  intellectual  or  physical  growth 
of  the  children.     These  cannot  be  measured. 

That  we  have  advanced  along  every  line  of  progressive  school 
work  none  will  deny.     All  the  facts  point  in  that  direction. 

Our  teachers  have  attained  a  higher  degree  of  excellence,  our  di- 
rectors are  more  in  earnest  and  have  a  higher  appreciation  of  the 
responsibility  of  their  ofiSce,  the  patrons  are  more  alive  to  the  future 
welfare  of  their  children,  paying  their  tax  in  most  districts  without 
complaint. 

These  are  the  indications  of  j)rogress  and  are  very  gratifying  to 
the  superintendent,  whose  dominant  thought  is  the  reaching  the 
highest  standard  of  excellence  for  the  schools  of  his  county. 
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(JiNilificnt  ions  of  Tcnclicrs. 

We  hi'lit'NC  (till'  cuiMily  lanUs  ainoiij;  I  lie  liisl  in  Hcliolarsliip  and 
professional  traininj;  oi'  its  teachers.  Aniojij;  I  lie  OOO  teaeliors  em- 
ployed 2S  were  graduates  of  colleges,  140  were  graduates  of  normal 
schools,  while  111)  held  permanent  certiticates,  and  39  professional 
certificates. 

Many  of  those  holding  provisional  certificates  were  not  tlie  least 
qualified  for  their  work. 

We  endeavor  to  make  our  examinations  thorough  and  practical, 
refusing  licenses  to  more  than  one-third  of  all  those  making  applica- 
tion; the  total  number  of  those  examined  being  8(K). 

We  not  only  re(]uired  those  holding  a  provisional  certificate  to 
have  a  very  fair  knowledge  of  the  common  branches,  but  also  to  have 
studied  carefully  \Vhite's  Pedagogy  and  School  Management  and 
the  Pennsylvania  School  Law. 

Almost  all  of  our  teachers  go  to  school,  those  holding  State  certifi- 
cates going  to  the  different  summer  training  schools,  while  those 
expecting  to  take  the  examinations  attend  either  the  State  or  local 
normals.  During  the  year  just  closed  more  than  200  of  our  teach- 
ers were  in  attendance  at  the  different  State  normals,  many  at 
other  schools  of  methods,  and  the  others  at  different  local  normals, 
of  which  we  had  twenty-five  this  last  year. 

Salary  and  Term. 

The  salaries  of  our  teachers  are  slightly  in  advance  of  last  year. 
A  number  of  the  districts  made  an  advance  in  wages  and  a  few  made 
a  slight  reduction.  On  the  whole,  the  teachers  were  better  paid  this 
year  than  last.     This,  in  lieu  of  the  hard  times,  is  worthy  of  note. 

Only  14  districts  out  of  a  total  of  65  have  the  minimum  school 
term.  Four  have  six  and  one-half  months,  24  seven  months,  2  seven 
and  one-half  months,  10  eight  months,  one  eight  and  one-half  months 
and  4  nine  months.  This  is  a  gain  of  almost  seven  per  cent,  on  the 
preceding  year. 

Improvements. 

Seventeen  good  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year  at  a  total 
cost  of  $150,000.  Twenty-five  buildings  were  seated  with  the  most 
modern  furniture.  One  hundred  and  thirty  out  buildings  were 
erected  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  |3,000. 

Needed  apparatus  was  bought  to  the  amount  of  fOOO.  Other  im- 
provements amounting  in  value  to  |15,000. 

The  school  buildings  erected  at  Greensburg,  Mt.  Pleasant  and 
Arnold  are  models  of  architecture,  strength  and  convenience. 

The  building  erected  at  Greensburg  is  for  high  school  purposes,  and 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State,  costing  some  eighty  thousand 
dollars. 
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Institutes. 

Nearly  all  the  townships  held  district  institutes  once  each  month. 
These  were  well  attended,  both  by  teachers,  directors  and  citizens, 
the  houses  in  w^hich  they  were  held  being  filled  to  overflowing. 

A  number  of  joint  institutes  were  held,  in  which  the  teachers  of 
several  townships  and  boroughs  took  part.  These  were  highly  inter- 
esting and  profitable. 

The  county  institute  was  pronounced  by  every  one  a  great  success. 

All  our  instructors  did  work  of  the  highest  order,  while  the  even- 
ing entertainments  measured  up  to  the  high  standard  heretofore  at- 
tained. 

Better  than  all,  the  teachers  manifested  the  spirit  of  students  to 
a  larger  degree  than  ever  before. 

Never  had  we  such  order,  punctuality  and  attention  as  during 
the  last  institute. 

This  was  most  gratifying  to  the  superintendent,  and  all  friends  of 
education. 

The  day  instructors  were:  Richard  G.  Boone,  Ph.  D.,  Ypsilanti, 
Mich.;  Lyman  B.  Sperry,  Ph.  D.,  Columbus,  Ohio;  M.  G.  Brumbaugh, 
Ph.  D.,  Huntingdon,  Pa.;  S.  D.  Fess,  A.  M.,  Ada,  Ohio;  T.  B.  Noss, 
Ph.  D.,  California,  Pa.;  D.  J.  Waller,  D.  D.,  Indiana,  Pa.;  J.  D.  Moffat, 
LL.  D.,  ^yashington,  Pa.,  and  W.  G.  Chambers,  A.  M.,  Indiana,  Pa. 

The  music  was  conducted  by  Prof.  S.  G.  Smith,  director,  Columbus, 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Sluimiuah  Cumming  Jones,  soloist,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and 
Mr.  Fred,  Prober,  pianist,  Greensburg,  Pa. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  given  by  Samuel  Phelps  Leland, 
Chicago,  111.;  John  Temple  Graves,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  Bishop  C.  H. 
Fowler,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Kellogg  Bird  Carnival  and  Concert  Com- 
pany, New  York  city;  Hon.  H.  W.  J.  Ham,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  directors'  convention  was  more  enthusiastic  than  ever.  The 
different  districts  were  well  represented.  Reports  were  carefully 
prepared  and  recorded  as  the  property  of  the  association. 

The  discussions  were  interesting  and  upon  subjects  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  several  districts. 

The  forenoon  was  spent  in  separate  session  by  the  directors  but  the 
afternoon  was  in  joint  session  with  the  teachers. 

This  meeting  was  addressed  by  Dr.  J.  D.  Moffatt,  Hon.  James  B. 
Hammond,  and  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh.  At  the  close  of  the  directors' 
meeting  Dr.  J.  D.  Evans,  of  Latrobe,  was  elected  president  and  J.  A. 
Stevenson,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  was  re-elected  secretary. 
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Supei'intendent's  Work. 

Our  health  being  much  improved,  we  were  able  to  look  after  the 
schools  much  mure  closely  than  during  the  preceding  year.  We 
held  27  public  examinalions  and  several  private  ones,  examining 
822  applicants,  sending  each  one  a  careful  report  of  his  work,  ap- 
proved and  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Education  65  district 
reports  and  certificates,  wrote  and  mailed  more  than  4,000  letters 
and  circulars,  made  518  visits  to  schools,  traveling  more  than  3,000 
miles  in  doing  so,  held  the  county  institute  and  attended  and  took 
part  in  20  other  institutes  and  educational  meetings  throughout  the 
county,  attended  the  superintendents'  convention  at  Harrisburg  and 
did  numerous  other  official  acts  of  a  minor  character. 

In  all  this  work  we  have  had  the  most  hearty  co-operation  of 
directors,  teachers,  parents,  pupils  and  the  Department  at  Harris- 
burg. to  all  of  whom  we  are  most  grateful. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Frank  H.  Jarvis. 


Schools. 


Our  schools  naturally  reflect  the  sentiment  and  imbibe  the  spirit 
of  the  people.  They  cannot  go  far  in  advance  of  public  opinion. 
I  believe  the  public  schools  are  doing  more  for  the  youth  of  our  land 
than  any  other  agency.  When  we  consider  that  the  majority  of  our 
people  receive  their  only  education  in  our  common  schools,  we  realize 
their  worth  and  importance.  While  they  have  been,  and  are  still, 
doing  a  noble  work,  can  we  not  create  and  cherish  a  still  higher  ap- 
preciation of  their  mission? 

The  school  boards  of  Monroe  township  and  Tunkhaunock  borough 
previous  to  the  opening  of  schools  of  the  present  year,  adopted  a 
revised  course  of  study  and  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government 
of  their  schools.  These  were  printed  and  bound  in  neat  pamphlets 
of  sixteen  and  twelve  pages  respectively.  The  last  named  school 
has  decidedly  the  most  complete  and  extensive  course  of  study  in 
the  county,  it  being  the  only  high  school  of  the  first  class  in  the 
county,  established  under  the  act  of  1895,  Beaumont  and  Meshoppen 
high  schools  being  of  the  second  class.  Nicholson  borough  and 
Braintrim  and  Noxen  townships  have  already  taken  the  first  steps 
toward  establishing  high  schools  under  the  same  act.  Forkstou 
township,  too,  is  discussing  the  subject. 
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Examinations. 

Twenty  luiblie  examinations  were  held.  Twe  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  applicants  were  examined.  Of  this  number  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  received  provisional  certificates  and  five  received  profes- 
sional certificates. 

We  do  not  license  applicants  under  sixteen  years  of  ajje,  not  ques- 
tioning the  legality  of  it,  but  the  interests  of  the  public  schools 
demand  it,  and  past  experience  has  taught  us  not  to  let  the  blind 
attempt  to  lead  the  blind.  Rejecting  an  applicant  is  the  most  pain- 
ful oflScial  duty,  yet  it  is  the  superintendent's  imperative  duty  when 
he  finds  one  is  deficient,  to  do  it  without  fear  or  favor. 

The  standard  is  not  yet  where  it  ought  to  be,  but  we  think  a  radical 
change  will  not  do  so  well  as  a  graded  one.  Private  examinations 
are  obsolete,  and  are  only  granted  by  a  written  request  of  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  a  school  board. 

Visitations. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  visits  to  schools  were  made  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty  addresses  delivered.  A  few  were  visited  a  second 
time.  Teachers,  as  a  rule,  were  found  doing  thorough  and  efficient 
work.  The  houses  were  generalh'  clean  and  neat,  scholars  orderly 
and  well  behaved,  and  in  a  number  of  cases  the  walls  w^ere 
tastefully  decorated  with  wreaths  of  evergreen,  mottoes,  pictures, 
maps,  etc.  In  one  school  (Dixon,  in  Tunkhannock  township,)  I  found 
to  my  surprise  and  pleasure,  a  cabinet  organ  and  listened  to  some  ex- 
cellent singing  by  the  pupils.  Singing  is  practiced  daily  in  a 
number  of  the  schools,  but  only  in  a  few  have  efforts  to  teach  it  thus 
far  been  made.  One  or  more  of  twelve  directors  accompanied 
me  in  these  visits  and  eighty  patrons  were  met.  It  is  greatly  to  be 
regretted  that  a  large  number  of  directors  and  parents  do  not  visit 
the  schools.  Their  visits  are  always  encouraging  and  might  often 
be  made  instructive. 

Educational  Meetings  Attended. 

State  teachers'  association  at  Bloomsburg,  July  14,  1896. 
State  superintendents'  convention  at  Harrisburg,  March  10,  1897. 
Delivered  a  lecture  at  Centremoreland,  May  30,  1896. 
Local  institute  at  Laceyville,  February  13,  1896. 
Luzerne  county  teachers'  institute,  October  29,  1896. 
Commencement  exercises  of  Meshoppen  graded  schools.  May  13, 
1897. 

Elocutionary  contest,  Tunkhannock  high  school,  February  22,  1897. 

Teachers'  Institute. 

The  thirtieth  annual  session  of  the  Wyoming  county  teachers'  in- 
stitute opened  in  the  court  house  December  16,  with  a  large  attend- 
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ance.  The  foUowinj::  coinpeteut  instructors  wore  present :  Hon. 
Ilenrv  llonek,  Uepnt.y  State  Superintendent;  Dr.  Lincoln  Hully,  pro- 
fessor of  history  in  Bucknell  TTniversity;  Dr.  Martin  G.  Benedict, 
professor  of  pedaj;oj?y,  Pennsylvania  State  College;  I*rof.  W.  W. 
Deatrick,  Kutztown  State  normal,  Kutztown;  Prof.  J.  C.  Taylor, 
superintendent  Lackawanna  county  schools;  Prof.  W.  O.  Robinson, 
principal  public  schools,  Athens,  Pa.;  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Miller,  Williams- 
port,  Pa. 

The  following  is  taken  from  "The  Wyoming  Democrat,"  issue  of 
December  18,  18!H):  "Hon.  Henry  Houck  appeals  to  his  hearers  at 
once,  mingling  mirth  and  gravity  in  such  a  happy  way  that  laughter 
chases  the  tears  away.  He  talks  to  them  all,  teachers,  children  and 
professors,  and  all  appreciate  him  and  his  kindly  ways.  Each  and  all 
extend  their  congratulations  to  our  new  county  superintendent, 
Frank  H.  Jarvis,  on  the  success  of  this  his  first  institute,  and  unani- 
mously agree  that  it  is  not  only  the  most  beneficial  as  to  instruction 
given,  but  has  been  the  most  interesting  in  the  way  of  evening 
lectures  of  any  in  many  years." 

The  lecturers  and  their  subjects  were,  namely:  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley, 
"Jokes  and  Fun;"  Hon.  H.  W.  Ham,  "The  Snollygoster  in  Politics;" 
Judge  Alfred  Ellison,  "Kings  and  Queens;"  Arion  Cooke  Combina- 
tion, "Musical,  Literary  and  Humorous  Entertainment." 

Directors'   Day. 

"Directors'  day"  on  Thursday  afternoon  was  a  decided  success. 
Twenty  of  the  thirty  boards  of  the  county  were  represented  by  one 
or  more  members  from  each.  The  topics  considered  were  of  a 
practical  nature,  the  discussions  to  the  point,  and  the  exercises  of 
that  half  day  probably  produced  more  good  results  throughout  the 
entire  year,  than  any  other  effort  of  the  institute  week.  The  oflBcers 
of  the  meeting  were  Dr.  p].  H.  Wells,  of  Meshoppen,  and  N.  A.  Doty, 
of  Mehoopany.  A  paper  on  "Grading  Teachers'  Salaries,"  was  given 
by  Erwin  Evans,  secretary  of  Eaton  township  school  board;  Deputy 
Superintendent  Houck  talked  on  "Distribution  of  the  State  Appro- 
priation," followed  by  Burton  Luce,  Elmer  Detrick,  J.  H.  Smith  and 
others.  Dr.  E.  H.  Hill,  of  Tunkhannock  borough  school  board,  gave 
a  carefully  prepared  paper  on  "\"accination."  The  article  complete 
was  published  in  the  "Kew  Age,''  a  county  paper.  Dr.  M.  G.  Bene- 
dict talked  very  pleasantly  about  the  "Duties  and  Dangers  of  School 
Directors"  and  upon  "Proper  "S'^entilation  of  School  Rooms." 

The  expenditure  of  energy  made  l>y  teachers,  directors,  patrons 
and  children  has  counted  for  much  good  to  those  for  whom  the 
schools  are  maintained,  and  for  this  the  sujterintendeiit  is  devoutly 
thankful.  However,  there  is  need  of  improvt'uu'ut  and  T  am  pleased 
that  the  people  are  beginning  to  realize  the  need  of  selecting  the  best 
men  they  can  get  for  school  directors,  men  who  cannot  be  bribed 
to  do  what  they  know  is  not  right.     I  am  pleased  to  say  that  with 
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very  few  exceptions  our  school  directors  are  conscientious  men,  who 
are  trying  to  elevate  the  cause  of  education  in  our  county. 

Hints  and  Suggestions. 

There  are  yet  obstacles  in  thi'  way.  liie  most  prominent  of  which 
are,  viz: 

1.  The  want  of  a  closei-  local  supervision.  2.  Want  of  proper  en- 
couragement to  competent  teachers  who  desire  to  make  teaching  a 
profession.  3.  The  employment  of  teachers  of  little  or  no  experience 
who  enter  the  profession  merely  as  an  experiment.  4.  Want  of  a 
more  thorough  classification.  5.  The  adoption  of  and  adherence  to 
a  county  course  of  study  suited  to  the  condition  of  the  rural  schools. 
6.  Some  law  that  shall  comi)el  the  ])ayment  of  warrants  on  the 
State  treasury,  for  school  purposes,  ('(]ually  with  appropriations 
to  other  interests. 

Improvements. 

Washington  raised  salary  from  |18  to  |25  per  month;  Falls  |20  to 
|28;  Clinton  $22  to  |23;  Lemon  $18  to  f20;  Braintrim,  ind.,  |17.04  to 
$20;  Eaton,  ind.,  $23.33  1-3  to  $25;  Lymanville,  ind.,  $23  to  $27; 
Mehoopany,  principal,  $34  to  $40;  North  Branch  $23.71  to  $26  2-7; 
Overfield  $19.33  1-3  to  $26;  Washington  $18  to  27;  Tunkhannock, 
ind.,  primary,  $34  to  $40;  Braintrim  townshij),  princii)al,  $50  to  $55; 
Falls,  Overfield,  Windham  and  Washington  abolished  the  boarding 
around  system.  Lemon,  Nicholson  and  AVindham  increased  the 
school  terms  from  six  to  seven  months,  and  Northmoreland  to  seven 
and  one-half  months.  School  house  at  Vose  has  been  repainted;  at 
East  Lemon  repaired;  Mehoopany  was  set  oft"  as  an  independent 
school  district,  taking  effect  June  1, 1897;  Nicholson,  ind.,  refurnished 
the  interior  of  their  building;  Noxen  will  build  a  new  four  room 
school  building;  W^ashington,  Windham  and  Braintrim  townships 
will  also  erect  new  houses  the  coming  year. 

Conclusion, 

In  conclusion  of  this,  my  first  report,  I  unhesitatingly  say  that  we 
have  many  noble  and  honorable  teachers  in  this  county  who  are 
doing  a  grand  work  for  humanity.  The  sacrifices  that  they  are 
nuiking  for  our  children  are  many.  As  a  ])eople,  we  should  sustain 
and  encourage  them  in  their  arduous  ial>ors.  and  cheerfully  assist 
them  in  the  discharge  of  the  many  duties  that  devolve  upon  them. 
I  am  deeply  grateful  to  the  Department  for  favors  conferred,  to  the 
editors  of  our  various  county  papers  for  the  interest  manifested 
and  gratuitous  services  rendered,  and  to  the  many  directors,  patrons 
and  teachers  in  the  county  who  treated  me  so  hospitably  while 
among  them,  and  my  only  anxiety  will  be  to  serve  them  faith 
fully  and  conscientiously. 
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YORK  COUNTY— D.  H.  Gardner. 


With  the  beginning  of  the  year  came  the  introduction  of  the  com- 
pulsory law,  which  gave  the  directors  and  teachers  a  good  deal  of 
trouble,  but  it  was  so  judiciously  managed  that  the  progress  of  the 
schools  was  not  retarded,  and  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
the  school  interests  of  the  county  have  shown  a  continuous  and  grat- 
ifying growth  during  the  year. 

County  Institute. — Instructors. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  the  opera  house  at  York, 
November  23  to  27,  1896.  Out  of  584  teachers  in  the  county  and  city, 
582  were  enrolled  and  in  attendance. 

The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaefifer,  State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  R.  Heber  Holbrook,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker, 
Dr.  Eli  F.  Brown,  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Dr.  E.  T. 
Jefifers,  Supt.  R.  M.  McNeal,  Miss  Belle  Thomas,  Miss  Carrie  E. 
Myers. 

The  subjects  that  received  special  attention  were  School  Economy 
by  Dr.  Schaefifer;  Nature  Study,  Child  Study,  Physical  Culture. 

The  interest  manifested  in  the  sessions  by  teachers  and  citizens 
was  remarkable  and  the  cause  of  education  received  an  impetus  that 
was  felt  throughout  the  county. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Monday  night,  ''The 
New  Woman  and  the  Old  Man,"  Col.  Geo.  W.  Bain;  Tuesday  night, 
concert,  Mozart  Symphony  Club;  Wednesday  night,  Japan  illustrated, 
Frank  C.  Roberson;  Thursday  night,  concert,  Ollie  Torbett  Company; 
Friday  night,  humor  and  impersonations,  Lu  and  Ella  J.  Meade  Cake. 

Directors'  Session. 

The  directors'  association  held  their  annual  meeting  in  the  high 
school  building,  November  25,  at  nine  a.  m.  About  one  hundred 
directors  were  present,  and  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
Superintendent  D.  H.  Gardner.  Dr.  J.  C.  Chanuell  was  chosen  presi- 
dent; Prof.  S.  J.  Barnett,  of  Delta,  was  made  secretary,  and  John 
Gemmill,  Esq.,  of  Hopewell,  treasurer. 

Able  addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  Eli  F.  Brown,  of  Indianapolis; 
Dr.  J.  C.  Channell,  of  Wrightsville;  City  Superintendent  A.  W^anner, 
of  York;  Prof.  S.  J.  Barnett,  of  Delta,  and  Mr.  E.  B.  Goodling,  of 
Logansville,  and  Mr.  S.  M.  Ensminger,  of  Lewisberry. 
11-5-97 
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The  to])i('S  discussed  were  chieliv  tlic  fuUowinjj::  1.  (\)iiij)ulsoi'y 
Education.  2.  State  Appropriations.  :\.  The  Improvement  of  Rural 
Schools. 

Delegates  were  elected  to  represent  York  county  ait  the  meeting 
of  the  State  association  of  school  directors  to  meet  at  Harrii»!>Hrg, 
February  10,  1897.  They  were  A.  K.  Frey,  ChancefoM;  Samnn«»l 
Prowell,  Newberry;  S.  B.  McLaughlin,  Peach  Bottom;  C.  i'..  Burg-, 
Hellam.  and  J.  W.  Wallace,  East  Hopewell,  with  alternates. 

Reading  Course. 

Our  teachers  do  more  systematic  reading  each  year.  They  see 
more  clearly  the  end  of  school  management,  and,  seeing  the  end  to 
be  attained,  they  are  searching  for  the  best  methods  by  which  it  may 
be  reached. 

They  are  beginning  to  realize  that  they  must  not  be  content  with 
a  knowledge  of  the  subject  in  the  curriculum,  but  must  study  the 
child  as  well,  and  this  has  led  to  a  spirit  of  investigation  which 
has  been  a  mighty  power  in  the  advancement  of  our  schools.  "Prog- 
ress'' continues  to  be  the  motto  of  the  rank  and  file  of  our  teachers. 

The  committee  on  teachers'  course  of  study  report  to  the  general! 
institute  the  following  as  a  special  guide: 

1.  That  the  Chautauqua  course  be  the  major  course  for  the  coming; 
year. 

2.  That  the  supplementary  course  of  reading  consist  of  Quick's; 
"Educational  Reformers;"  White's  "School  Management;"  "W^ay- 
marks  for  Teachers;"  "Educational  Foundations;"  Shakespeare's 
"As  You  Like  It." 

3.  That  teachers  study  Bert's  "First  Steps  in  Science,"  and  mem- 
orize Longfellow's  "The  Day  is  Done." 

School  Decoration. 

More  attention  was  given  to  the  decoration  of  school  rooms  than 
formerly.  Commendable  and  successful  efforts  were  made  during 
the  year  by  a  number  of  the  teachers  to  beautify  their  school  rooms 
with  pictures  and  other  suitable  decorations. 

This  movement  of  adorning  the  school  rooms  with  suitable  pict- 
ures, etc.,  meets  my  heartiest  approval. 

If  man  is  educated  by  all  the  influences  of  his  life,  we  should  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  silent  influences  exert  a  power  over  the  child,  andi 
the  constant  presence  of  an  atmosphere  of  beauty  will  cultivate  a 
taste  for  the  beautiful  and  lead  to  Ihe  developing  of  a  beautiful  life. 

Local  aiul  District    lustitutcs. 

As  usual,  local  institutes  were  held  at  the  stated  points  and  times 
throughout  the  county.     These  institutes  were  very  well  attended. 


No.  5.  YORK  COUNTY.  163 

The  teaclicis  with  vorv  few  exceptions  attended  at  least  one  of  these 
meetings  and  look  \y,\ri  in  the  discussions  and  the  general  work.  Be- 
sides these  local  institutes  most  of  the  townshii»s  held  monthly  dis- 
trict institutes. 

Teachers. 

Of  the  401  teachers  in  service,  320  are  males  and  171  are  females; 
58  hold  normal  diplomas,  31  hold  permanent  certificates,  52  hold  pro- 
fessional certificates,  350  hold  provisional  certificates. 

Visits. 

The  whole  number  of  schools  visited  during  the  year  was  486,  the 
number  of  schools  not  visited,  one.  The  total  number  of  visits  made 
was  559. 

Improvements. 

Codorus  built  two  fine  brick  houses. 

Conewago  built  a  handsome  sandstone  house  with  belfry  and  porch, 
besides  purchasing  ten  sets  of  outline  maps  on  spring  rollers  costing 
$28  per  set. 

North  Codorus  built  a  handsome  brick  house,  rebuilt  one  blown 
down  by  the  September  cyclone,  repaired  several  that  the  storm  had 
unroofed  and  furnished  three  houses  with  improved  furniture. 

Chanceford  formed  a  new  school  and  erected  a  fine  frame  building 
with  modern  improvements. 

Lower  Chanceford  created  a  new  school  and  built  a  fine  frame 
house  with  modern  improvements. 

Dover  township  had  one  house  blown  down  by  the  September 
cyclone  and  several  unroofed.  The  one  blown  down  was  replaced 
by  a  handsome  brick  building,  and  the  others  were  repaired.  The 
school  board  furnished  reading  charts,  dictionaries  and  county  maps 
for  each  school. 

Fairview  township  enlarged  a  school  site  and  erected  a  very  hand- 
some brick  building  with  modern  improvements,  besides  purchasing 
charts  for  each  school,  cost  |30  per  set. 

Felton  school  board  repaired  the  school  house  and  the  room  is  now 
very  inviting. 

Hanover  furnished  a  room  with  improved  furniture  for  the  removal 
from  the  high  school  building  of  sixth  year  grade  school,  taught  by 
Miss  M.  Joe  Wolf.  This  was  done  to  make  needed  room  for  the  high 
school. 

Hellam  enlarged  a  school  site  and  built  a  very  handsome  build- 
ing. 

Hopewell  enlarged  one  house  and  graded  the  school. 

East  Hopewell  erected  a  very  handsome  frame  building  and  pur- 
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chased  ten  sets  of  outline  maps  on  spring  rollers,  costing  |28  per  set. 
They  are  here  using  the  course  of  study  arranged  by  Superintendent 
J.  M.  Berkey,  graduating  their  first  class  of  seven  this  spring.  This 
is  the  first  township  to  graduate  pupils  from  ungraded  schools. 

Jackson  township  had  one  house  blown  down  and  several  un 
roofed.  The  one  was  rebuilt  and  the  others  were  repaired.  They 
also  enlarged  several  school  sites. 

Manheim  repaired  several  houses.  The  one  at  Marburg  had  been 
damaged  by  the  September  cyclone,  but  through  the  promptness  of 
directors  and  the  liberality  of  the  patrons  of  the  district,  not  only 
was  the  damage  repaired  but  a  belfry  with  bell  was  added. 

Manchester  built  a  handsome  brick  house  and  repaired  several, 
one  of  which  had  been  damaged  by  the  storm. 

West  Manchester  enlarged  the  school  site  in  Fairmount  and  erected 
a  handsome  two  room  brick  house. 

Monaghan  had  two  houses  damaged  by  the  storm,  but  the  directors 
were  prompt  in  repairing  them. 

Peach  Bottom  built  a  two  room  frame  building  with  modern  im- 
provements. They  now  have  two  double  school  houses  and  three 
township  high  schools  to  which  the  pupils  from  the  different  parts 
of  the  township  are  promoted.  These  directors  deserve  much  credit 
for  thus  taking  the  lead  in  this  progressive  step.  They  are  also 
using  the  course  of  study  arranged  by  Superintendent  Berkey. 

Penn  township  repaired  several  houses  on  the  inside  and  added 
other  improvements. 

Paradise  remodeled  the  inside  of  several  houses  and  made  other 
improvements. 

Railroad  borough  painted  the  inside  of  the  school  building  and 
made  other  needed  improvements. 

Red  Lion  furnished  one  room  and  created  another  school. 

Shrewsbury  township  erected  two  fine  brick  school  houses. 

Springettsbury  enlarged  a  school  site  and  remodeled  one  house. 

Lower  Windsor  enlarged  the  school  house  at  Craleyville  and 
graded  the  school. 

Wrightsville  furnished  a  room  and  added  one  new  school. 

Wellsville  furnished  a  room  and  formed  a  grammar  school. 

York  township  formed  a  new  school  and  erected  a  new  frame 
house. 

York  Haven  enlarged  their  building  and  school  site.  They  now 
have  a  beautiful  and  commodious  school  site,  a  very  handsome  four 
room  brick  building  with  the  latest  heating  and  ventilating  systems, 
improved  furniture,  etc.;  cost  about  |6,000.  (See  cut  in  1S96  report, 
page  130.) 

A  number  of  townships  and  boroughs  have  introduced  vertical 
j>enmanship,   with  fair  results.     Amongst  the  number  was  Spring 
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(rui'deii,    whicli    led    tlic   schools   of   tlif   coniity   in    peumaiisliip   :iii(i 
(li'iiwinf^.     To  siiv  the  least,  their  wrti'k  was  very  exeellfnt. 

Conclusion. 

In  closinjj;  this  rej)ort  1  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to 
directors  for  constant  support,  to  editors  for  courtesies,  besides  many 
instances  of  encouragement  to  our  work,  to  teachers  for  willing  co- 
operation, to  citizens  for  uniform  kindness  and  hospitality,  to  pupils 
for  faithful  and  earnest  work. 


\m) 


Official  Documfnt,  ^Q- 


REPORTS 


City  and  Boroiigli  Superintendents. 


ALLEGHENY— John  Morrow. 


The  Allegheny  scliools  have  had  a  year  of  substantial  prosperity. 
There  is  nothing  of  a  startling  character  to  note  in  connection  with 
their  progress.  No  effort  has  been  made  to  attract  public  attention. 
Our  aim  has  been  to  continue  the  work  along  lines  that  have  been 
generally  approved,  leaving  the  field  of  experiment  to  others  whose 
tastes  and  inclinations  lead  them  in  that  direction. 

An  elegant  school  building  is  in  progress  of  erection  in  the  Sixth 
ward.  It  is  constructed  of  pressed  brick  with  stone  trimmings  and 
when  finished  will  be  one  of  the  most  elegant  and  substantial  school 
houses  in  the  State. 

An  addition,  also,  is  being  made  to  the  Shady  avenue  building, 
Eleventh  ward,  which  will  increase  the  much  needed  school  accom- 
modations of  that  ward. 

The  Third  ward  is  beginning  the  erection  of  a  new  building  which 
promises  to  be  a  model  in  its  appointments.  A  description  of  this 
building  will  be  given  in  our  next  report. 

We  have  three  prosperous  kindergartens  under  the  joint  manage- 
ment of  the  Free  Kindergarten  Association  and  the  board  of  school 
controllers.  Our  manual  training  school,  embracing  wood  and  iron 
work  for  the  boys,  and  cooking  and  sewing  for  the  girls,  is  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition.  It  w^as  started  a  few  years  ago  as  a  sort  of 
experiment  and  its  success  will  undoubtedly  bring  to  our  midst  other 
similar  institutions. 

(167) 
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ALLENTOWN— F.  D.  Raub. 


We  find  ourselves  at  the  close  of  another  school  year.  In  taking 
a  retrospective  view  of  the  past  year,  we  feel  confident  that  the 
progress  in  school  has  been  satisfactory  in  a  great  measure,  and  it 
has  left  us  with  a  determination  to  do  still  better  in  the  future.  We 
consider  ourselves  fortunate,  first  in  having  a  board  of  directors, 
which  is  ever  ready  to  do  its  utmost  to  further  the  educational  work, 
both  b}'  word  and  deed;  and  in  addition,  our  eiforts  and  suggestions 
were  kindly  received  and  co-operated  in  by  the  teachers  of  the  city. 
This  feeling  of  satisfaction  with  the  work  done  seems  to  be  shared 
by  the  patrons  of  the  school  in  general,  although  here  and  there  a 
few  pessimistically  inclined  individuals  will  venture  to  interject  their 
opinions.  I  have  often  wondered  whether  there  is  a  community  in 
which  these  individuals  are  noted  for  their  absence.  If  so,  it  surely 
would  be  a  veritable  Utopia. 

The  introduction  of  vocal  music  into  the  schools  has  proven  satis- 
factory. It  was  feared  originally,  that  it  would  entail  a  great  hard- 
ship upon  some  teachers  who  had  no  previous  training  in  this  study; 
but  happily  through  the  efforts  of  the  supervisor  in  directing  and 
the  co-operation  of  the  teachers,  this  apparent  difficulty  has  been 
overcome  and  the  work  has  gone  on  in  a  very  encouraging  manner, 
without  producing  any  friction.  We  are  now  prepared  to  carry 
on  the  work  without  any  large  outlay  of  money. 

Our  schools  were  not  particularly  overcrowded,  and  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Washington  building  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city 
and  the  Franklin  building  in  the  western  part,  whatever  crowded 
condition  existed  will  then  be  relieved.  We  look  forward  to  the 
occupancy  of  these  buildings  in  September,  with  a  great  deal  of 
expectancy,  since  judging  from  the  specifications  of  the  architect 
they  will  be  models  of  their  kind,  supplied  with  all  the  conveniences, 
and  constructed  with  a  view  of  embodying  all  the  latest  ideas  of 
heating  and  ventilating. 

The  evening  schools  were  in  session  five  months,  starting  out  with 
a  fair  attendance,  but  the  results  attained  were  not  quite  as  satis- 
factory as  desired,  owing  in  part  to  the  irregularity  of  attendance. 
We  hope  to  be  able  to  overcome  this  during  the  coming  year.  The 
board,  without  appointing  a  truant  officer,  attempted  to  enforce  the 
compulsory  attendance  law,  but  the  conditions  were  such  that  it 
was  impossible  to  attain  the  object  desired  in  full.  To  fully  accom- 
plish what  is  desired  under  this  head  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the 
board  employ  some  person  to  enforce  this  law. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  at  tliis  time  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the 
Department  for  the  many  conrtt'sies  received  during  the  past. 
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ALTOONA— D.  S.  Keith. 


We  have  uo  public  school  library.  In  1858  the  Altoona  Mechan- 
ics' Library  and  Reading  Room  Association  was  organized.  It 
opened  in  a  small  room  of  the  motive  power  office  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company,  with  about  three  hundred  volumes  on  its  shelves. 
Rev.  A.  B.  Clark,  deceased,  was  foremost  in  the  establishing  of  this 
institution.  Eliciting  the  interest  and  good  will  of  several  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  it  received 
handsome  donations  of  books  and  was  finally  granted  a  room,  fitted 
up  expressly  for  it,  above  the  old  railroad  ticket  office  and  waiting 
room.  It  now  occupies  a  large  room  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Logan 
House.  Its  membership  has  greatly  increased  and  books  have  been 
added  from  time  to  time  until  at  present  it  contains  about  27,000  vol- 
umes. It  is  supported  by  the  payment  of  an  annual  tax  of  two  dol- 
lars on  each  share  of  stock,  a  share  being  five  dollars,  and  by  mem- 
bership fees.  The  payment  of  the  annual  tax  entitles  stockholders 
to  membership.  The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  owns  several 
hundred  shares  of  stock,  and  always  manifesting  an  interest  in 
education,  has  made  an  arrangement  with  the  school  board  by  which 
125  to  150  pupils  in  the  higher  grades  receive  free  membership  tickets 
annually.  The  pupils  are  selected  by  virtue  of  scholarship  and  de- 
portment as  shown  by  the  records  the  previous  year.  This  arrange- 
ment has  not  only  encouraged  pupils  in  the  way  of  diligence  and 
behavior,  but  has  also  given  them  special  opportunities  in  gaining 
knowledge. 

Some  criticism  has  been  made  that  pupils  do  not  select  the  most 
suitable  books,  and  in  some  places  this  is  remedied  by  having  the 
teacher  select  the  books.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  when  a  school 
district  has  a  library  of  its  own,  books  better  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
pupils  can  be  selected  and  better  distribution  can  be  made. 

Great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  use  of  supplementary 
reading.  As  soon  as  pupils  acquire  a  certain  vocabulary  of  words 
they  should  be  trained  to  get  the  thought,  to  understand  what  is 
read  and  not  merely  to  "hunt  new  words."  In  the  oral  expression 
of  thought  great  care  should  be  taken  that  pupils  read  in  a  natural 
and  simple  style.  Ample  reading  matter  should  be  furnished  so  as 
to  prevent  reviews  of  old  matter.  When  pupils  have  once  acquired 
the  habit  of  reading  to  gather  new  information  a  very  important 
result  has  been  secured. 

Of  late  our  school  district  has  not  been  much  imposed  upon  by 
the  "map  and  chart  man." 
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ASHLAND— Win.   (\   Estler 


Library. 

On  the  first  of  June,  1882,  there  were  i)2  volumes  iu  the  library. 
These  had  been  donated  by  citizens  at  various  times  previous  to  that 
date.     In  the  summer  of  the  same  year  82  new  volumes  were  added. 

The  first  librarian's  report  to  the  board  of  directors  was  made  in 
June,  1883,  showing  174  books  in  the  cases.  The  report  of  June, 
1897,  shows  1,448  volumes  in  good  condition. 

The  first  regular  librarian  was  appointed  by  the  board  in  June, 
1882.  The  first  rules  and  regulations  were  adopted  in  September 
of  the  same  year. 

Free  use  of  the  library  was  first  granted  only  to  pupils  of  the  high 
school  and  directors.  Former  pupils  of  the  high  school  and  teachers 
were  permitted  the  use  by  the  payment  of  an  annual  fee  of  one  dollar. 
In  July  1886  pupils  of  the  grammar  school  were  granted  the  free 
use,  and  any  citizen  could  have  books  by  the  payment  of  one  dollar 
annually.  In  October  of  1888,  the  borough  teachers  were  placed 
on  the  free  list.  In  the  summer  of  1896  the  citizens  of  Ashland  were 
granted  the  use  of  the  library  free. 

Barring  two  donations — one  of  one  hundred  dollars  and  another 
of  fifty  dollars  made  by  the  board  of  directors — the  library  is  sup- 
ported by  money  made  holding  annual  graduating  exercises,  and  for 
several  years  money  received  for  tuition  from  non-resident  pupils. 

A  fair  percentage  of  grammar  and  high  school  pupils  take  books 
weekly.     Of  this  number  the  greater  are  girls. 

Botany. 

Botany  was  added  fo  the  high  school  course.  It  was  made  a  senior 
study. 

Commencement. 

A  class  of  six — three  boys  and  three  girls — was  graduated.  The 
exercises  were  held  in  the  o]jera  house.  Thursday  evening.  May  27th, 
Master  John  G.  Goyne  having  the  highest  class  standing,  ca])tured 
the  citizen's  prize,  a  Webster's  Interuati(»nal  Dietionary;  the  donor's 
identity  not  Tteing  known  by  the  jtublic. 
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Evening  School. 

For  the  second  year,  the  number  in  attendance  warranted  the 
school  kept  open  for  six  months.  A  new  departure  this  year  was  the 
admittance  of  twelve  female  pupils,  making  a  total  enrolment  of  110. 

The  plan  is  too  new  for  us  to  venture  a  statement  as  to  the  pro- 
l»riety  of  boys  and  girls  being  admitted  to  the  same  room. 

Writing. 

Vertical  writing  was  adopted  for  the  primary,  sub-secondary  and 
secondary  grades.  The  experiment  was  a  success.  The  system  will 
be  recommended  for  the  sub-grammar  grade  this  j'ear. 

Free  Text-Books.     Fifth  Year. 

Cost  of  books  for  year  ending  June  1st,  1897, |586  63 

Cost  of  supplies  for  year  ending  June  1st,  1897, 280  34 

Total,  1866  97 

Total  Enrolment,  1,436.     Day  Schools. 

Average  cost  per  pupil  for  text-books  for  year, ^0  408 

Average  cost  per  pupil  for  supplies  for  year, 195 

Total,  $0  603 


BEAVER  FALLS— J.  Y.  McKinnev. 


In  submitting  my  first  report  of  the  public  schools  of  Beaver  Falls 
I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  we  have  great  reason  for  encourage- 
ment in  all  lines  of  educational  effort  put  forth  during  the  year. 
The  board  of  education  have  been  intensely  in  earnest  and  have  di- 
rected their  energies  tow-ards  the  improvement  of  the  schools  wher- 
ever room  for  improvement  has  been  observed.  The  results  of  this 
effort  have  been  especially  marked  in  the  high  school  department. 
Heretofore  the  principalship  of  the  high  school  was  nominally  vested 
in  the  superintendent,  w^hile  the  tw^o  years'  course  of  instruction  was 
in  the  hands  of  two  high  school  teachers.  Both  the  junior  and  senior 
(lasses  were  accommodated  in  our  ordinary  recitation  room,  relieved 
lt\'  a  smaller  class  i-oom. 
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In  these  crowded  conditious  the  j^rowth  of  this  department  had 
become  dwarfed,  laboratory,  the  only  ett'eotivi:'  method  of  teaching 
the  natural  sciences  was  out  of  the  question. 

To  put  the  high  school  on  a  growing  basis  with  room  for  expansion, 
the  board  at  considerable  expense  equipped  three  commodious  rooms 
for  the  use  of  the  science,  language  and  mathematics  departments 
respectively.  The  science  room  was  fitted  with  laboratory  equip- 
ments for  considerable  individual  laboratory  work  in  chemistry, 
physics  and  other  sciences.  The  mathematics  and  language  rooms 
are  so  situated  that  by  means  of  a  large  rising  blackboard  partition 
the  two  rooms  are  thrown  together,  making  a  neat  and  comfortable 
hall  for  chapel  and  other  general  exercises.  The  department  plan  of 
recitation  was  adopted  and  specialists  placed  at  the  head  of  each 
department.  A  distinctive  principalship  was  created  for  the  high 
school  with  a  salary  sulficient  to  secure  the  service  of  a  first  class 
man.  Prof.  C.  S.  Boak,  already  favorably  known  to  the  "Depart- 
ment" as  the  successful  teacher  of  mathematics  in  the  Edinboro  State 
normal,  was  elected  to  this  position  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Although  fully  satisfied  as  to  the  ultimate  success  of  this  plan  from 
the  beginning,  yet  the  results  of  its  practical  operation  during  the 
year  have  been  gratifying  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectation. 

The  enthusiastic  interest  aroused  on  the  part  of  students,  board  of 
education  and  patrons  not  only  evidences  the  efficiency  of  the  teach- 
ers and  the  excellence  of  the  immediate  management  under  the  prin- 
cipal, but  also  warrants  the  prediction  of  such  a  growth  of  the  high 
school  that  in  the  near  future  a  new  and  separate  high  school  build- 
ing will  be  imperative.  The  patrons  of  our  schools  are  liberal  and 
progressive  and  when  a  need  is  once  recognized  the  means  will  be 
forthcoming.  The  course  in  the  high  school  has  been  changed  from  a 
two  to  a  three  years  course  and  appropriate  additions  and  changes  in 
the  studies  made  to  meet  the  three  fold  aim:  1st,  liberal  business  edu- 
cation; 2d,  normal  or  teachers  course  and  8d,  preparation  for  col- 
lege. Physical  culture  was  also  added  as  a  feature  of  the  high  school 
work. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  a  class  of  sixteen  was  graduated  in  the  6th 
avenue  theatre  in  the  presence  of  a  large  audience.  Although  the  hall 
was  crowded  the  closest  attention  was  accorded  the  graduates  who  re- 
ceived high  commendations  from  both  press  and  patrons.  The  bacca- 
laureate sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Moffat,  D.  D.,  LL.  D., 
President  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  College.  Junior  Day  in  High 
School  Hall  and  the  Alumni  Banquet  at  which  over  one  hundred 
plates  were  served  were  the  other  features  of  commencement  week. 

Some  valuable  additions  were  made  to  the  high  school  library  dur- 
ing the  year,  mostly  contributed  by  teachers  and  pupils. 

Below  the  high  school  changes  have  been  made  only  where  the  need 
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was  most  apparent  to  keep  in  line  with  educational  progress.  ^Ve  liave 
preferred  making  a  careful  study  of  the  conditions  of  the  schools  under 
the  methods  previously  adopted  to  incorporating  our  own  ideas,  until 
after  a  year's  careful  testing  of  existing  methods  all  the  good  features 
may  be  retained  and  changes  made  only  where  they  will  clearly  be 
permanent  improvements. 

Among  the  changes  for  the  better  that  have  been  made  during  the 
past  year  the  following  are  the  most  important. 

1st.  Increased  authority  and  responsibility  of  the  principals  in  the 
various  buildings. 

2nd.  Change  from  the  Pollard  System  of  Reading  as  supplementary 
to  the  Pollard  as  the  prinaary  system. 

3rd.  Introduction  of  vertical  writing  in  the  lower  grades. 

4th.  Introduction  of  science  work  in  all  grades. 

5th.  Change  from  Olney's  to  Walsh's  arithmetics. 

6th.  The  opening  of  a  new  building  in  the  Fifth  ward.  The  open- 
ing of  this  building  has  indeed  been  a  boon  for  the  schools.  The 
building  is  a  model  in  design  and  architecture.  It  is  well  ventilated, 
lighted  and  heated  and  equipped  with  the  most  approved  furnishing. 
In  every  respect  it  is  a  credit  to  our  city  and  the  public  schools  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

The  various  patriotic  orders  of  the  place,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  presented  an  appropriate  flag  to  the  board  of  education  for  the 
use  of  the  new  building.  This  was  an  occasion  for  a  renewed  inspira- 
tion in  patriotism.  A  program  of  public  speaking  and  other  appro- 
priate exercises  was  carried  out,  at  the  close  of  which  the  flag  was 
publicly  presented  in  presence  of  a  large  audience  of  school  children 
and  patrons,  who  cheered  enthusiastically  our  country's  flag  as  it  was 
hoisted  to  the  top  of  the  new  edifice. 

Viewed  in  its  entirety,  I  feel  justified  in  reporting  a  very  success- 
ful year's  work.  The  teachers  have  pursued  their  work  earnestly 
and  intelligently.  For  the  most  part  the  class  room  work  has  been 
definite  according  to  plans  developed  in  grade  meetings,  exact  with- 
out being  narrow,  diversified  by  the  introduction  by  the  teachers  of 
much  illustrative  matter  outside  of  text-books  without  their  for- 
getting that  the  text-book  is  the  definite  guide  through  the  labyrinth 
of  possible  instruction. 

A  universal  feeling  of  harmony  has  existed  among  board  of  educa- 
tion, teachers  and  superintendent  which  has  lightened  the  labors 
and  greatly  enhanced  the  success  of  all. 

While  greatly  encouraged  by  the  very  successful  termination  of 
my  first  year's  work  in  Beaver  Falls,  I  am  not  forgetful  that  the 
credit  in  large  measure  is  due  to  those  who  so  faithfully  carried  out 
the  details  of  the  plans  upon  which  we  began  the  term's  work. 

During  the  third  month  a  severe  attack  of  pneumonia  rendered 
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niv  rciiiainiug  iu  this  climate  hazardous  to  my  recovery.  The  board 
of  education  vcr^-  generously  granted  mc  a  leave  of  absence  to  re- 
cuperate in  a  warmer  climate.  The  principal  of  the  high  school  was 
given  charge  of  the  work  during  my  absence.  How  well  this  was 
carried  out  is  evidenced  by  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  schools 
as  set  forth  in  the  whole  tenor  of  this  report. 


BETHLEHEM— Geo.  W.  Twitmyer. 


In  submitting  this,  my  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  under  my 
supervision,  I  can  not  say  that  we  have  attained  the  standard  set  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  I  can  truthfully  say  that  there  has  been 
no  retrograding  and  that  there  is  a  unanimity  of  desire  and  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  people,  directors,  pupils  and  teachers  for  the  im- 
provement of  our  schools  in  every  direction  possible.  All  things 
considered,  we  have  had  a  prosperous  year. 

At  the  opening  of  the  term  the  three  grades  or  divisions  of  the 
high  school,  formerly  in  three  separate  rooms,  were  placed  in  one 
room  in  charge  of  a  principal,  with  two  asistants.  The  new  arrange- 
ment enabled  us  to  adopt  the  departmental  method  of  instruction 
and  necessitated  the  rearrangement  of  the  course  of  study  in  some 
Ijarticulars,  but  it  met  with  the  approval  of  everybody  connected 
with  the  school.  The  spirit  of  work,  enterprise,  deportment  and  tone 
of  the  high  school  in  every  particular,  were  all  that  could  be  de- 
sired. 

The  compulsory  law  practically  enforced  itself,  that  is  to  say,  that 
no  children  were  forced  into  the  schools  by  a  truant  or  other  officer; 
a  notice  to  the  parents  or  a  personal  interview  by  the  teacher  secured 
the  prox)er  attendance  without  the  intervention  of  an  officer.  This 
indicates  a  healthy  school  sentiment  and  a  i)atriotic  purpose  to  obey 
the  law. 

During  the  year  two  public  educational  meetings  were  held  for 
the  i)urpose  of  strengthening  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  better 
schools.  The  first  was  addressed  by  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin,  of 
Wilkes-Barre,  on  ''How  to  Improve  the  Schools;"  the  second  by  Dr. 
N.  C.  Schaeffer,  on  ''Does  Education  Pay?"  The  addresses  were 
replete  with  new  ideas  and  advanced  thought  for  teachers  and  peo- 
ple, and  did  much  to  bring  about  a  proper  appreciation  of  opportuni- 
ties and  privileges. 
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'JMii'ct'  modu'is'  meetings  were  also  held.  A  [)ers()iial  h'tler,  explain 
ing  the  ohjecl  of  these  nHM'tings,  was  sent  to  every  mother  hnving  a 
child  in  the  schools.  "How  the  Home  may  Help  the  School,"  "How 
the  H(»nie  may  Hinder  the  School,"  and  "Children's  Jtights  in  the 
Home  and  the  School,"  were  discussed  with  and  by  the  mothers. 
These  meetings  were  held  in  our  high  school  assembly  hall  in  the 
afternoon  and  were  largely  attended  by  the  mothers;  at  one  meet- 
ing there  were  nearly  four  hundred  mothers  present.  They  resulted 
in  reducing  very  materially  tardiness  and  absence  and  in  securing 
the  better  co-operation  of  the  homes;  in  short,  co-ordinating  and 
unifying  the  educational  forces  of  the  community.  They  will  be  con- 
tinued next  year. 

Our  semi-monthly  teachers'  meetings,  held  on  Saturday  mornings, 
were  a  means  of  professional  awakening  and  growth  to  all  our  teach- 
ers. The  subjects  taken  up  for  consideration  were  those  incident  to 
the  conduct  of  the  schools  and  the  enrichment  of  the  teacher's  life, 
and  the  enlargement  of  her  professional  and  personal  culture  through 
the  critical  study  of  literature.  With  this  end  in  view,  we  studied 
during  the  year  from  a  pedagogical  and  cultural  standpoint  Haw- 
thorne's "The  Great  Stone  Face;"  Lowell's  "The  Vision  of  Sir 
Launfal;''  Tennyson's  "The  Two  Voices,"  and  George  Eliot's  "Silas 
Warner."  A  syllabus  indicating  the  general  line  of  thought  to  be 
followed  was  prepared  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers.  If 
scholars  are  to  be  made  more  etlticient  it  must  be  done  by  enriching, 
enlarging  and  strengthening  the  teacher's  life.  In  all  our  meetings, 
conferences  and  studies  we  have  emphasized  this  phase  of  work. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  hard  work,  but  it  has  given  evidence  of 
better  things,  and  we  enter  upon  our  second  year  full  of  hope  and 
courage. 


r,HAI)I)()(JK— J.   S.   Keefer 


It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  that  the  schools  of  the  borough 
of  Braddock  were  during  the  year  in  a  very  prosperous  condition. 
All  the  teachers  were  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  The 
directors  have  manifested  their  interest  in  a  substantial  way  by 
papering  throughout  the  buildings  in  the  First  and  Third  wards,  and 
also  by  paving  and  fencing  the  yard  of  the  Fourth  ward  building, 
making  it  one  of  the  finest  yards  in  the  State. 

The  schools  were  opened  and  in  operation  one  hundred  and  eighty 
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(lavs.  The  enrolment  was  nineteen  hundred  and  twenty -five,  being 
an  increase  over  the  enrolment  of  last  year  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven.  This  increase  is  due  largely  to  the  enforcement  of  the  com- 
pulsory school  law\  The  directors  made  every  effort  necessary  to 
carry  out  its  provisions.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  our  citizens  had  no 
disposition  to  evade  the  requirements  of  the  law.  The  investigations 
of  the  truant  officer  revealed  the  fact  that  pupils  were  kept  from 
school  more  frequently  for  want  of  proper  food  and  clothing  than 
from  a  desire  to  evade  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

Our  course  of  study  and  general  plan  of  work  have  been  much  the 
same  during  the  past  year  as  in  former  years.  We  are  endeavoring 
in  a  modest  way  to  keep  our  schools  in  line  with  the  most  progressive 
and  efficient  schools  of  the  da^'.  Through  the  kindness  and  gener- 
osity of  the  directors  we  were  permitted  two  weeks  in  visiting  the 
schools  of  Boston  and  vicinity,  Springfield,  Brooklyn  and  Philadel- 
phia. We  received  many  suggestions  that  will  be  helpful  in  our 
work.  We  have  modified  our  methods  in  teaching  number  so  that 
the  results  this  year  were  far  beyond  those  of  former  years,  in  fact  the 
pupils  of  the  third  year  did  the  same  as  that  formerly  done  by  the 
pupils  of  the  fourth  year.  We  feel  so  much  encouraged  by  the  re- 
sults that  we  shall  try  to  revise  the  work  of  the  grammar  grades 
upon  the  same  plan. 

We  have  a  library  containing  about  four  hundred  volumes.  Since 
the  establishment  of  the  Carnegie  library  in  our  town,  nothing  has 
been  done  to  increase  it.  The  Carnegie  library  contains  over  12,000 
volumes,  and  is  being  increased  almost  daily.  The  management  of 
the  library  has  been  such  as  to  make  it  very  helpful  to  the  schools. 
The  following  statement  by  the  librarian.  Miss  Helen  Sperry,  will 
give  a  scope  of  the  work  aimed  at.  ''The  co-operation  of  the  library 
and  the  schools  in  their  work  with  the  children,  is  becoming  every 
year  more  widely  recognized.  The  Braddock  library  is  trying  to  do 
its  part  in  aiding  the  teachers  and  pupils,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may 
be  })ossible,  as  time  passes,  to  offer  greater  facilities  for  school  work 
at  the  library.  The  present  system  may  be  explained  under  the  fol- 
lowing heads: 

"School  Koom  Cards. — On  these  cards  which  are  issued  to  teachers, 
books  ma}'  be  taken  out  for  use  of  pupils  in  the  school  room.  So  far 
the  number  has  not  been  limited,  the  only  restriction  is  that  the 
books  must  be  returned  at  the  end  of  the  term.  The  teacher  is,  of 
course,  responsible  for  all  books  drawn  in  this  way. 

"School  Duplicates. — A  collection  of  books  has  been  bought  espe- 
cially adapted  to  the  work  of  the  schools.  It  consists  of  duplicates 
of  particularly  useful  books  already  in  the  library,  and  such  others 
as  seem  to  bear  more  directly  on  the  studies  pursued  by  the  various 
classes.  These  are  not  intended  for  general  circulation,  but  to  aid 
the  teachers  in  interesting  scholars  in  supplementary  reading.     For 
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(his  reason  it  is  prefeired  to  yi\r  Hie  Itoaks  oul  upon  the  teucliei's 
suggestion.  At  present  this  collection  is  not  large,  but  from  time  to 
time  additions  are  made,  and  lists  furnished  to  the  teachers. 

"(collateral  Reading. — At  any  lime  when  the  teachers  have  special 
topics  for  class  study,  if  a  notice  be  sent  to  the  library  beforehand, 
references  are  looked  up  and  books  placed  conveniently,  so  that  as 
far  as  the  resources  of  the  library  permit,  every  pupil  can  have  some- 
thing upon  the  subject  assigned  him. 

"Reference  Work. — Besides  the  above  an  effort  is  made  to  assist 
the  scholars  who  come  to  the  library  independently.  A  custom  has 
been  established  of  preparing  reference  lists  for  debates,  essays,  and 
orations,  during  the  school  term,  and  it  is  quite  the  usual  thing  for 
the  pupils  taking  part  in  these  exercises  to  leave  their  subjects  with 
the  reference  librarian  and  come  back  in  a  day  o-r  two  to  use  the 
books  set  aside  for  them. 

''Books  Circulated  from  School. — In  addition  to  the  books  drawn 
on  the  school  room  card,  teachers  some  distance  from  the  library  can 
by  especial  arrangement  with  the  librarian  take  to  their  schools  a 
limited  number  of  books  for  circulation  among  their  scholars.  The 
books  are  charged  at  the  library  to  the  teacher,  who  gives  them  out 
to  the  children,  keeping  a  record  of  them  on  cards  provided  by  the 
librarian.  Only  one  of  the  outlying  schools  took  advantage  of  this 
arrangement  last  year,  but  reports  from  that  station  w^ere  so  grati- 
fying that  it  is  hoped  the  number  will  increase." 


BRADFORD— E.  E.  Miller. 


The  Bradford  public  schools  made  commendable  progress  during 
the  past  year.  Although  three  additional  school  rooms  were  pro- 
vided at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  all  the  grades  remained 
very  much  crowded.  It  is  hoped  that  before  the  schools  are  opened 
in  September,  1898,  we  may  be  able  to  report  the  erection  and  com- 
pletion of  a  high  school  building  commensurate  with  the  needs  of 
this  growing  department  of  our  city  schools.  We  believe  that  no 
city  of  the  State  takes  greater  interest  in  advanced  education,  than 
does  Bradford.  In  proof  of  this  statement,  we  point  to  the  fact  that 
340  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  last  year,  and  that  64 
pupils  completed  the  course  of  study  and  were  graduated  at  the 
last  commencement. 
12-5-97 
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The  most  tliurouj^li  work  is  done  iu  all  the  de]>artiiieiiis  of  the 
high  school;  the  natural  science  and  commercial  departments  are 
esiteciallv  well  equipped  with  all  the  apparatus  and  appliances 
needed  for  elTective  work. 

At  the  opening  of  the  school  term  a  course  of  professional  reading 
and  study  for  teachers  was  adopted,  a  number  of  teachers'  clubs  was 
formed,  and  the  course  was  comi)leted  in  the  most  thorough  manner 
by  all  the  teachers. 

For  a  number  of  years  music  has  been  most  successfully  taught 
in  our  schools  under  the  direction  of  a  competent  supervisor;  for  the 
ensuing  yenr,  drawing  has  been  added  and  a  special  teacher  provided. 

Bradford  has  a  plan  of  her  own  for  grading  the  schools  and  for 
jtromotions.  It  has  not  been  patented  nor  copyrighted.  It  does  not 
do  away  with  written  examinations.  It  does  not  guarantee  to  be 
absolutely  certain  in  its  work  of  getting  into  the  grade  above,  all 
those  pupils  who  are  said  to  fail  in  their  examinations  on  account  of 
nervousness.  But  the  plan,  in  a  systematic  way,  takes  into  account 
all  the  evidence  obtainable  as  to  the  pupil's  ability  in  determining 
the  matter  of  promotion. 

I  am  glad  to  note  the  repeal  of  the  iniquitous  law  that  provided 
for  the  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation  on  the  basis  of  the 
number  of  taxables  as  reported  by  the  county  assessors,  and  ignored 
the  number  of  pupils  to  be  taught  and  the  number  of  teachers  em- 
ployed. The  law  should  be  further  modified  by  providing  that  no 
district  should  receive  from  the  State  a  greater  sum  for  school  pur- 
poses than  it  raises  by  local  taxation.  Each  district  should,  in 
some  measure,  be  self  supporting.  Yet  there  are  districts  which  do 
not  contribute  a  cent  to  support  their  own  schools,  and  have  a  sur- 
plus remaining  of  what  other  districts  gave  them,  and  I  have  heard  of 
a  few  such  school  boards  who  have  announced  their  intention  of 
declaring  a  dividend  next  year.  In  speaking  of  legislation,  I  should 
like  to  express  a  doubt  of  the  advisability  of  granting  permanent 
certificates  to  such  State  normal  graduates  as  cannot  jtass  the  en- 
trance examination  for  admission  to  a  good  high  scliool. 


BRISTOL— Louise 


The  schools  of  Bristol  borough  are  in  quite  as  encouraging  a  condi- 
tion as  last  year,  though  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  is  no  larger. 
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'I'lir   work   Iijis  been   cariicd    luiward    willi   ((MiiiiK'ndablc  zt-al,  and   a 
lnn>  laoCt'ssional  spirit  has  been  shown  by  all  engaged  therein. 

Tile  teachers'  meetings  have  been  regnhiriv  held  and  the  adeiid 
auce  has  been  uniformly  good,  all  agreeing  that  they  received  much 
pleasure  and  profit  from  the  discussion  of  the  various  subjects  pre- 
sented. 

The  county  institute  was  well  attended  by  the  borough  teachers, 
and  later  in  the  autumn  an  evening  meeting  was  held  in  the  high 
school,  at  which  brief  papers  were  read,  reviewing  the  different 
lectures  heard  there. 

The  alumni  association  of  the  high  school  has  begun  to  make  itself 
felt.  In  the  spring  the  members  gave  the  public  an  opportunity  to 
hear  a  very  delightful  lecture.  They  hope  to  do  more  such  work 
another  year,  and  to  help  develop  a  true  educational  si)irit  in  the 
community. 

Shortly  after  this  very  pleasant  feature  of  the  year,  the  whole 
neighborhood  was  shocked  and  saddened  by  the  sudden  death  of  the 
borough  superintendent.  Miss  Matilda  S.  Booz.  In  her,  the  town  lost 
a  faithful,  efficient  officer,  and  one  to  whom  the  advancement  of  the 
Bristol  schools  is  largely  due.  She  was  the  first  superintendent  the 
town  had,  and  her  services  in  that  position  extended  over  a  period  of 
thirteen  years.  Her  influence  will  long  be  felt  and  the  effort  will  be 
for  still  greater  progress. 

Algebra  was  added  to  the  grammar  school  studies  this  year  and 
Latin  will  be  added  to  the  high  school  curriculum  in  September.  A 
class  of  three  graduated  in  June,  the  smallest  class  for  some  years, 
but  a  much  larger  one  is  preparing  for  next  June. 


BUTLER— John  A.  Gibson. 


The  term  just  closed  has  been  one  of  growth. 

Our  enrolmenj:  has  increased  over  that  of  last  year  by  102. 

The  school  board  has  continued  its  good  work  in  the  way  of  school 
buildings,  and  another  year  will  see  our  High  School  in  commodious 
quarters  of  its  own,  for  the  first  time  in  its  history. 

The  character  of  the  work  done  in  the  school  room  has  in  the  main 
been  satisfactory. 

Our  teachers  have  worked  faithfullv  and  that  their  efforts  have 
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beeu  appreciated  is  certainly  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  not  a  member 
of  the  corps,  who  have  applied  for  re-election,  was  defeated. 

Our  graduating  classes  were  large,  numbering  25  from  the  High 
School  and  80  from  the  Grammer  School. 

Our  schools  were  favored  with  a  supervision  of  the  musical  instruc- 
tion during  the  past  year.  The  results  were  quite  satisfactory.  It  is 
certainly  encouraging  that  the  board  has  decided  to  retain  our  super- 
visor, Mrs.  E.  K.  Colbert,  who  has  given  a  faithful  year's  work. 

This  is  the  present  incumbent's  first  year  in  superintending  work 
and  much  diffidence  is  felt  in  expressing  opinions  too  profusely. 

Too  much  credit  can  not  be  given  to  our  principals.  Miss  Britlain, 
Miss  Cummings,  Miss  McXees  and  Mr.  Hall,  whose  ability,  experi- 
ence and  whole-hearted  assistance  have  so  powerfully  aided  in  tiding 
us  over  a  change  in  the  superintendency. 

The  friends  of  the  Butler  schools  have  certainly  every  reason  to  be 
encouraged.  Our  school  board  has  the  highest  ideals  continually 
before  them.  The  seed  sown  by  our  predecessor,  Supt.  E.  Mackey, 
is  bearing  fruit,  and  if  no  blunders  be  made  the  future  of  our  schools 
is  exceedingly  bright. 


CARBONDALE— John  J.  Forbes. 


During  the  year  just  closed  there  has  been  a  notable  enlargement 
of  scope  and  policy  in  the  school  department  of  our  city.  The  course 
of  study  has  been  changed  so  as  to  conform  more  nearly  to  modern 
educational  standards.  There  has  been  an  opening  of  new  fields  for 
the  pupils;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  solid  basis  of  the  common 
Iti'anches  has,  in  no  wise,  been  weakened. 

Literature,  the  sciences,  and  the  business  branches  are  to  receive 
more  attention;  and  it  is  hoped  that  our  pupils  will  be  better  fitted 
to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  scholarly  world,  and  to  make  their  way  in  the 
more  practical  circles  of  commercial  life. 

The  board  has  reversed  an  ancient  provincial  rule  in  the  matter 
of  employing  teachers.  The  broader  and  more  enlightened  policy 
adopted  must  needs  produce  good  results.  Heretofore,  the  prefer- 
ence has  invariably  been  given  to  high  school  graduates,  with  the 
intention  of  fostering  home  industries,  as  it  were,  by  giving  the  first 
chance  to  home  talent.  The  result  was  that  every  child  graduating 
in  the  ''full  course.''  "partial  course,"  or  ''primary  course,"  consid- 
ered herself  fully  e(i|uipped  for  the  sacred  duties  of  teaching;  and,  as 
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nearly  evei-j  oue  who  graduated  had  some  political  or  other  in 
fluence,  the  department  became  a  sort  of  eleemosynary  institution, 
with  its  consequent  natural  narrowness.  The  new  policy  is  broader; 
and  while  our  graduates  are  not  ignored,  there  must  be  a  certainty 
that  it  is  truly  talent  that  is  seeking  employment  before  the  "home 
stamp"  has  any  influence  in  securing  a  position. 

For  thus  opening  the  gates  to  teachers  from  abroad,  the  board 
deserves  the  thanks  of  those  interested  in  the  schools,  as  a  liberaliz- 
ing influence  is  sure  to  follow. 

The  schools  were  in  session  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  days  dur- 
ing the  term.  We  opened  with  forty-five  teachers,  but  during  the 
year  found  it  necessary  to  add  three.  One  of  these  is  Prof.  C.  M. 
Lesher,  who  took  charge  of  phonography  in  the  high  school,  and  also 
of  the  penmanship,  of  which  he  is  a  master.  The  other  two  were 
added  to  the  corps  of  Nos.  7  and  8,  where  the  crowded  condition  of 
the  primaries  demanded  immediate  relief. 

For  many  years  music  has  been  taught  in  the  high  school;  for  three 
years  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades,  and  for  one  year  in  the  fourth 
and  fifth  grades.  Under  the  efiicient  supervision  of  Miss  Harriet 
Hutchins,  the  success  has  been  so  decided  that  the  authorities  have 
concluded  to  place  it  in  all  grades  during  the  coming  term. 

In  the  department  of  drawing,  the  earnest,  progressive  work, 
under  the  masterly  guidance  of  Miss  Lucy  Joslin,  calls  for  more  than 
a  passing  notice.  It  is  refreshing  to  note  the  interest  and  enthusiasm 
that  have  been  aroused  in  both  teachers  and  pupils  in  what  was 
once  a  decided  bugbear  to  nearly  all  concerned. 

In  the  Central  school  building  we  have  a  library  of  about  sixteen 
hundred  volumes,  to  which  all  pupils  from  the  seventh  grade  to 
the  alumni  inclusive,  have  access.  We  have,  also,  a  free  public 
library,  which  is  well  patronized,  if  taking  many  books  be  considered 
a  criterion.  The  class  of  literature,  however,  that  is  taken  from 
both  libraries  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  not  the  best.  There  is  alogether 
too  strong  a  tendency  to  the  lightest  and  most  frothy  of  sentimental 
fiction.  In  the  schools  we  are  making  an  effort  to  overcome  this 
tendency  by  the  introduction  of  supplementary  reading  matter.  Na- 
ture stories,  and  stories  from  the  classics,  have  been  extensively 
used  with  encouraging  results,  not  only  creating  a  taste  for  useful 
literature,  but  also  arousing  and  developing  an  interest  in  the  regular 
reading  classes  that,  under  the  old  system,  was  virtually  impossible. 

The  seductive  apparatus  agent  succeeded  in  selling  to  our  board 
absolutely  nothing.  He  labored  hard  and  persistently,  especially 
the  man  who  told  us  what  an  advantage  it  would  be  to  be  able  to 
see  our  interiors  by  means  of  an  X-Ray  machine.  The  Board  took 
a  different  view,  and  applied  the  money  that  the  X-Ray  would  cost 
towiird  iuci-onsing  the  teachers'  salaries,  believing  that,  with  more 
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mouev  and  better  food  to  build  u]»  the  body,  our  interiors  will  be 
in  a  more  celestial  state  for  inspection  when  the  Kays  are  better 
understood  and  much  cheaper  than  at  present.  The  increase  of 
teachers'  salaries  was  in  line  with  the  liberal  polic}'  adopted  in  other 
matters  connected  with  the  dei)artnK'nt. 

.Vrbor  day,  AA'ashington's  day,  Memorial  day  and  other  days  of 
note  were  observed  with  more  soul  than  formerly,  sliowing  a  decid- 
edly healthful  growth  in  patriotism. 

Little  or  no  perceptible  change  in  our  attendance  was  made  in  con- 
sequence of  the  compulsory  law,  which  has  too  many  loop  holes  to  be 
effective.  The  law  should  be  made  easy  to  conform  to  and  dangerous 
to  violate,  or  otherwise  be  removed  from  the  statute  book. 


CARLISLE— S.  B.  Shearer. 


The  offering  of  my  annual  report  of  the  common  schools  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Carlisle  is  attended  with  feelings  of  real  pleasure.  These 
are  the  result  of  the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  past  year  has 
been  spent  not  only  in  reaping  the  fruit  produced  by  the  thought  and 
sowing  of  those  interested  in  our  schools  in  years  gone  by,  but  has 
been  marked  by  the  most  earnest  efforts  and  highest  wisdom  of  the 
board  of  control  in  introducing  and  providing  those  things  which  are 
most  needful  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  children,  the 
expansion  of  the  system  and  the  securing  of  the  very  best  results  of 
time,  means  and  labor  to  be  expended  in  the  future.  And  first  we 
wish  to  congratulate  the  community  on  the  acquisition  of  a  new 
eight  room  school  building.  This  long  felt  school  want  is  now  being 
realized.  The  board  has  made  it  an  object  of  great  solicitude  and 
special  care.  Many  hours  were  patiently  spent  in  examining  plans, 
materials  and  modern  devices  that  will  make  it  entirely  complete 
and  yet  keep  the  cost  within  a  reasonable  figure  for  such  a  structure. 
We  are  assured  that  "The  Penn  School  Building,"  when  completed, 
will  be  a  credit  to  the  board,  the  comumnity,  to  all. 

Annual  TnsjxM-tion — Schedule. 

The  board  exercises  great  care  in  supervising  school  i)roperty.  Be- 
sides the  regular  committee  work,  each  year  at  the  close  of  the  term 
an  inspection  is  made  by  the  entire  board.     All  details  are  thoroughly 
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scrutinized,  aud  (hose  tliat  bear  directly  or  indirectly  on  the  com- 
fort, health  and  success  of  the  schools,  receive  immediate  attention, 
so  that  the  opening  of  the  fall  term  finds  all  rooms  wholesome,  clean, 
tidy,  healthful  and  an  inspiration  to  teachers  and  pupils. 

Three  new  schools  were  created  and  the  work  has  been  materially 
strengthened  in  each  grade. 

The  Fundamental  Studies. 

Kecognizing  the  fact  that  comparatively  few  of  the  pupils  entering 
the  primaries  ever  remain  through  the  entire  course,  much  thought 
has  been  given  to  an  endeavor  to  make  the  work  in  the  lower  grades 
of  such  a  character  that  it  will  most  largely  fill  the  educational  de- 
mands on  the  child  by  its  own  nature,  its  life  work,  and  by  the  State. 
From  these  standpoints  there  are  some  things  that  public  schools 
must  do  for  their  pupils,  others  that  they  should  do,  w^hile  still  others 
are  problematical.  The  obligatory  things  are  those  that  lie  at  the 
foundation  of  success  in  every  life.  The  absolute  educational  neces- 
sities, recognized  as  such  by  everyone  and  everywhere.  They  are 
spelling,  reading,  writing,  language  and  arithmetic,  commonly  con- 
solidated as  the  three  R's,  to  which  I  would  add  a  fourth  R,  viz: 
righteousness  of  instruction  in  the  ethics  of  the  school  room,  the 
home,  the  street  and  of  human  life.  Regarding  these  as  funda- 
mentals no  effort  is  spared  in  having  pupils  acquire  them  as  speedily 
as  possible.  In  doing  this  many  methods  are  employed,  each  dual  in 
its  character  in  these  respects,  first,  it  must  secure  the  desired  result, 
aud  second  it  must  develop  thought  on  the  part  of  the  pupil  and 
lead  him  to  independence  in  thinking. 

The  Gradual  Progress. 

With  the  mastery  of  reading  soon  comes  a  place  for  geography, 
history  and  physiology.  The  proper  pursuit  of  these  leads  into  the 
grammar  grade.  Pupils  here  are  more  permanent  and  we  can  con- 
template them  in  two  ways.  First,  a  small  minority  who  graduate 
here,  and  second,  a  large  majority  who  pass  on  and  enter  the  high 
school.  For  the  former  we  add  simple  book-keeping,  notes,  receipts 
and  other  commercial  features,  and  for  the  latter  algebra,  prepara- 
tory to  the  high  school.  In  the  lower  grades  the  aim  is  intensely 
practical,  and  yet  we  try  to  secure  all  the  culture  that  the  range  of 
studies  enumerated  affords.  In  our  efforts  in  this  direction  the 
board  has  given  every  assistance. 

In  reading,  especially,  we  have  reorganized  the  course  by  adding 
many  supplementary  works.  We  do  not  nmke  this  an  incidental 
matter  but  a  regular  one.  In  the  last  year  in  the  primary  each  pupil 
must  complete  two  first  readers,  in  the  secondarv  four  second  readers. 
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in  the  intermediate  three  third  readers,  and  so  on.  Au  effort  will 
be  made  to  have  a  shelf  of  good  reading  books  placed  in  every 
room,  well  selected,  and  adapted  to  the  pupil's  age,  reading  and 
reproduction  made  obligatory  and  pupils  credited  for  all  work  done 
in  this  direction.  Such  a  course  introduced  in  the  secondary  and 
gradually  carried  along  through  all  the  grades  and  culminating  in 
an  advanced  course  in  the  high  school  would  give  all  pupils  an  exten- 
sive fund  of  information  that  would  be  of  the  very  greatest  profit. 
Too  much  time  and  effort  are  lost  in  teaching  the  details  of  i)olitical 
geography.  Even  the  books  that  are  most  condensed  are  too  diffuse. 
An  effort  to  eliminate  the  unimportant  will  be  made.  In  the  sec- 
ondary each  pupil  will  be  required  to  master  the  details  of  his  own 
county  fully,  and  in  the  intermediate  his  own  State  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  other  portions  receive  attention  commensurate  with  their 
importance. 

Work  in  the  High  School. 

In  the  high  school  the  course  of  study  and  instruction  should  be 
as  high  and  liberal  as  the  capacity  of  the  pupils  and  the  three  year 
plan  will  admit.  Pupils  who  have  been  attentive  and  studious  in 
the  lower  grades  are  now  ready  to  pursue  a  wider  range  of  studies 
and  make  a  more  continuous  mental  effort.  By  the  addition  of  Prof. 
E.  L.  Cross,  an  honor  graduate  of  Dickinson  College,  and  a  teacher 
of  large  experience  in  the  languages,  we  were  enabled  to  successfully 
continue  the  language  work  auspiciously  commenced  the  preceding 
year.  We  will  do  advanced  work  in  two  classes  in  Latin  this  year 
and  hope  to  offer  the  more  advanced  pupils  of  the  senior  and  junior 
classes  an  opportunity  to  study  Greek.  This,  with  general  history, 
rhetoric,  literature  and  higher  English  with  the  high  standard  in 
physics  and  mathematics  preserved  will  do  much  to  place  our  high 
school  on  a  still  more  elevated  plane,  and  permit  its  graduates  to 
obtain  a  superior  education  more  easily  and  quickly. 

A  Commercial  Department. 

With  this  expansion  in  an  academic  direction  will  come  other 
problems  requiring  attention  and  solution.  The  introduction  of  a 
commercial  course  either  as  a  part  of  the  regular  high  school  work, 
or  as  a  post  graduate  course,  the  addition  of  a  department  of  draw- 
ing, and  a  place  for  manual  training.  As  new  accommodations  are 
supplied  and  means  are  at  hand,  these  things  that  occupy  so  large  a 
place  in  so  many  modern  school  systems  can  be  thought  of,  and  tried, 
and  if  found  adapted,  used  to  develop  all  the  powers  of  our  pupils 
fully. 

One  of  our  most  urgent  needs  is  the  procuring  of  some  cyclopaedias 
of  reference  and  the  commencement  of  a  general  high  school  library. 
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By  appiupiiatiiig  a  few  Uuudrod  dollars  a  year,  in  a  short  time  our 
students  would  have  access  to  a  fine  collection  of  books.  Tlnless 
these  habits  of  reference  and  reading  are  formed  iu  sfhool  life  they 
are  rarely  formed  afterwards. 

School  Year  Kesume. 

In  conclusiou.  All  factors  of  our  school  work  have  labored  to- 
gether pleasantly  and  harmoniously.  The  grade  meetings,  the  school 
visits  and  the  directors'  calls  were  full  of  inspiration.  Thanksgiving 
day,  Washington's  birthday  and  Memorial  day  were  each  preceded 
by  suitable  exercises,  and  thanks  are  due  to  Rev.  J.  W.  Messinger 
and  W.  J.  Houck,  to  Hon.  Frank  E.  Beltzhoover,  and  to  Rev.  Dr.  W. 
M.  Frysinger  and  C.  P.  Humrich,  Esq.,  who  respectively  addressed 
the  high  schools  on  said  occasions,  and  to  Revs.  P.  M.  Laws,  W.  H. 
Holland  and  J.  Davis,  who  performed  similar  duties  at  the  colored 
high  school. 

The  commencement  and  class  day  exercises  denoted  the  graduation 
of  a  class  of  twenty-one.  They  were  under  the  direction  of  Principal 
E.  L.  Cross  and  were  unanimously  voted  among  the  most  successful 
of  the  sixty  classes  preceding. 

I  should  be  ungrateful  did  I  not  mention  the  names  of  D.  R.  Thomp- 
son, editor  of  the  Sentinel,  John  Baker,  editor  of  the  Herald,  and  J. 
Zeamer,  editor  of  the  American  Volunteer,  and  thus  commend  them 
for  the  continuous  kindly  interest  that  they  have  shown  through  the 
entire  year  toward  everything  connected  with  the  progress  and  ad- 
vancement of  our  schools.  No  pains  have  been  spared  to  obtain 
and  present  to  the  community  the  very  fullest  reports  of  all  school 
work  that  would  in  every  way  enlighten  the  patrons  and  encourage 
the  teachers  in  their  work.  Their  commencement  reports  were 
models. 

A  further  acknowledgement  of  indebtedness  is  due  to  patrons, 
teachers  and  pupils  for  their  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness  to  me, 
and  to  the  board  of  directors  for  their  generous  support  and  co-opera- 
tion in  the  common  work  in  which  we  all  have  a  deep  and  abiding 
interest. 

Finally,  my  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  my  old  friend,  Deputy  Henry  Houck,  and  to 
other  members  of  the  Department  for  assistance  and  advice. 
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GHAMBERSBURG— F.  E.  Fickinger. 


The  following  report  for  the  rear  ending  June  4th,  18D7,  is  respect- 
fully submitted: 

The  schools  were  in  session  180  days.  The  whole  number  of  pupils 
enrolled  during  the  term  was  1,G78,  with  an  average  daily  attendance 
of  1,496.  The  percentage  of  attendance  was  90  2-3.  This  ought  to 
have  been  greater  and  had  it  not  been  for  an  extended  prevalence  of 
contagious  diseases  during  the  term,  it  likely  would  have  been  ma- 
terially increased. 

In  a  conservative  community  of  this  sort  changes,  however  de- 
sirable, cannot  be  made  rapidly — the  chances  of  reaction  are  too 
great.     Nevertheless  quite  noticeable  progress  has  been  made. 

At  different  times  during  the  year  promotions  of  pupils  in  all 
grades  were  made  upon  recommendation  of  the  teacher  concerned, 
and  subsequent  examination  by  the  superintendent,  thus  in  a  meas- 
ure at  least  releasing  ourselves  from  the  old  plan.  During  the  year, 
including  those  at  the  end  of  the  term,  595  promotions  were  made, 
the  examination  of  each  pupil  in  part  at  least  being  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  superintendent. 

Some  rearranging  of  the  course  of  study  was  elfected.  A  four 
years'  course  in  Latin  w^as  introduced  in  the  high  school,  as  well  as 
some  additional  science.  The  results  shown  are  quite  satisfactory, 
though  not  so  good  as  may  be  expected  under  different  circumstances. 
Minor  changes  were  also  made  in  the  grades  below  the  high  school. 

At  the  annual  commencement  in  June,  21  pupils  were  graduated 
from  the  high  school,  and  altogether  the  exercises  connected  with  the 
week  were  most  interesting  and  a  credit  to  the  school. 

Semi-monthly  teachers'  meetings  were  held  and  through  their 
agency  the  efficiency  of  the  force  was  greatly  increased.  The  at- 
tendance at  these  meetings  and  at  the  annual  county  institute  was 
all  that  could  be  desired.  For  the  most  part  our  teachers  are  willing 
and  anxious  to  do  tht^ir  very  best  for  the  interest  of  the  schools  at  all 
times,  and  w'itli  a  few  exceptions  the  members  of  our  board  are  men 
who  perform  their  duties  conscientiously  and  disinterestedly,  a  con- 
dition of  affairs  for  which  we  ought  to  be  thankful. 

I  express  m.v  appreciation  to  all  for  tlu^  many  kindnesses  shown  me 
during  the  past  yonv. 


N'>.  n.  COLUMBIA. 


CHESTP:R— C.  F.  Foster, 


Several  changes  have  been  planned  in  onr  school  system  since  my 
last  annual  report,  some  of  which  have  already  been  carried  into 
operation,  while  others  will  take  effect  in  September,  1897.  The 
course  of  study  which  has  heretofore  comprised  thirteen  years'  work 
is  now  limited  to  twelve  years.  The  high  school  studies  commence 
with  the  ninth  grade  and  end  with  the  twelfth.  To  these  are  added 
a  post  graduate  course  for  those  who  are  to  enter  college,  or  for 
teachers.  There  is  also  a  special  course  in  the  Larkin  school  com- 
prising two  years,  in  which  the  student  may  with  the  regular  studies 
elect  either  short  hand  and  typewriting,  or  book-keeping  and  com- 
mercial arithmetic,  and  receive  a  diploma  at  the  end  of  the  tenth 
year.  Twenty-three  pupils  graduated  in  this  special  course  in  June. 
The  number  of  high  school  graduates  was  forty.  Nearly  all  of  the 
young  women  of  this  class  will  remain  another  year  to  fit  themselves 
for  teaching. 

A  thorough  revision  of  the  work  to  be  accomplished  in  the  primary 
grades  has  been  made  by  a  committee  of  the  board,  and  several  parts 
of  the  daily  program  have  been  eliminated  in  order  to  gain  more 
time  for  reading  and  other  important  studies.  Drawing,  which  has 
been  for  many  years  required  in  all  grades,  is  now  omitted  in  all 
below  the  sixth,  and  made  elective  after  this. 

Teachers  and  pupils  have  become  much  interested  in  the  collection 
of  libraries,  although  no  appropriation  has  yet  been  made  from 
school  funds  except  to  procure  cases  for  these.  The  high  school  has 
170  books,  obtained  by  subscription  and  entertainments.  Several 
collections  have  been  made  in  other  school  buildings,  amounting  in 
all  to  763  books.  The  teachers  also  have  a  library  of  210  valuable 
books  purchased  by  themselves.  The  Chester  Free  Library,  located 
opposite  the  Larkin  building,  is  of  great  value  to  the  pupils  of  the 
public  schools. 


COLUMBIA— S.  H.  Hoffman. 


The  following  brief  report  of  the  public  schools  of  Columbia,  for 
the  year  ending  June  1,  1897,  is  respectfully  submitted: 
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Il  seems  to  me  in  Ik-  a  veij'  difficult  task  to  make  even  an  approxi- 
mately accurate  estimate  of  the  actual  progress  made  in  a  system 
of  schools,  during  any  one  rear.  Yet  indications  are  present  which 
lead  us  to  believe  that  the  influence  exerted  upon  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  pupils,  by  a  corps  of  earnest  and  conscientious  teachers, 
has  produced  important  results  in  the  improvement  of  the  manners 
and  morals  of  the  pupils,  and  in  the  development  of  those  virtues 
which  constitute  the  most  effective  preparation  for  the  duties  of 
citizenship,  which  must  soon  devolve  upon  them. 

A  careful  review  of  the  work  accomplished  during  the  term  which 
closed  June  16th,  and  a  comparison  of  the  results  obtained,  with 
those  of  preceding  years,  warrant  us  in  claiming  that  we  have  had  a 
fairly  successful  year.  The  spirit  manifested  by  teachers  and  pupils 
and  the  very  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duties  gave 
daily  evidence  of  progress.  It  becomes  more  and  more  apparent,  as 
years  of  experience  multiply,  that  the  most  important  element  of 
success  in  any  school  system  is  the  professional  training  of  the  teach- 
ers. With  this  end  in  view  a  professional  library  was  established, 
grade  meetings  were  held  regularly  during  the  term,  and  such  other 
means  employed  as  seemed  best  calculated  to  arouse  a  spirit  of 
professional  stud^',  elevate  the  professional  standing  and  increase  the 
competency  of  the  teachers.  Our  teaching  force  consisted  of  forty 
regular,  two  special  and  six  substitute  teachers,  all  of  whom  were 
earnest  and  faithful  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

The  directors  were  prompt  and  energetic  in  the  adoption  of  all 
measures  deemed  necessary  to  increase  the  comfort  of  teachers  and 
pupils  and  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  schools. 

The  Cherry  street  building,  containing  eighteen  rooms,  was  pa- 
pered and  repainted  throughout,  and  seven  rooms  were  refitted  with 
modern  adjustable  furniture.  The  records  of  our  schools  show  that 
the  whole  number  of  dififerent  pupils  enrolled  was  2,227,  of  whom 
1,119  were  boys,  and  1,108  girls.  The  highest  monthly  enrolment 
was  2,101,  and  the  average  monthly  enrolment  2,003.  The  interest 
manifested  by  the  citizens  of  our  town  in  the  work  of  the  schools  is 
indicated  in  some  degree  by  the  number  of  visits  made  to  the  dif- 
ferent schools,  which  w'as  as  follows:  By  directors,  381;  by  the  super- 
intendent, 1,156;  by  patrons  and  friends,  1,265;  total  2,802. 

The  condition  of  the  text-books  is  remarkably  good;  the  fidelity 
and  skill  with  which  the  teachers  managed  this  department  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  after  four  years  of  constant  use  not  more 
than  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  of  our  books  were  reported  as  lost,  de- 
stroyed or  unfit  for  use. 

The  results  of  the  second  year's  experience  in  teaching  reading  by 
phonics  are  very  gratifying.  Our  teachers  have  become  very  skill- 
ful in  the  use  of  this  method,  and  the  power  acquired  by  the  pupils 
to  master  words  for  themselves  is  indicated  bv  their  abilitv  to  read 
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fluently  and  iutelligently  selections  which  would  ordinarily  be  consid- 
ered too  difficult  for  pupils  of  their  respective  grades.  It  is  our  aim  to 
teach  pupils  not  only  how,  bul  what  to  read.  To  this  end  liberal  sup 
plies  of  supplementary  matter,  consisting  of  history,  biography,  travel, 
etc.,  have  been  secured,  in  addition  to  the  Schoch  public  school  li- 
brary of  3,600  volumes,  and  the  high  school  library  of  600  volumes. 
The  teaching  of  vocal  music  continues  to  be  a  pleasant  feature  of  our 
work.  Our  teachers  have  made  great  progress  in  this  subject  and 
under  the  able  leadership  of  Prof.  W.  B.  Hall,  supervisor  of  music, 
most  excellent  results  have  been  obtained.  The  readiness  and  pre- 
cision with  which  the  pupils  of  the  different  departments  render 
difficult  selections  afford  ample  proof  of  the  thoroughness  of  the 
work  done. 

Exercises  appropriate  to  Arbor  day  were  held  in  all  the  schools 
and  forty-five  trees  were  planted  on  the  grounds  belonging  to  the 
several  buildings.  Our  high  school  is  growing  in  numbers  and  popu- 
larity. Rev.  George  Keen,  a  graduate  of  Wittenberg  University,  was 
elected  special  teacher  of  Greek  and  German,  and  rendered  very  ac- 
ceptable service  during  the  term.  A  class  of  ten  young  ladies  and 
four  young  men  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  term;  commence- 
ment exercises  of  an  interesting  character  were  held  in  the  Columbia 
opera  house  on  the  evening  of  June  18th,  in  presence  of  a  large  and 
interested  audience.  The  members  of  the  class  acquitted  themselves 
in  a  creditable  manner. 

A  very  desirable  lot,  two  hundred  feet  square,  splendidly  located 
in  a  section  of  the  town  in  which  a  new  building  will  be  required  in 
the  near  future,  was  purchased  recently,  at  a  cost  of  |5,000. 

The  organization  of  our  schools  for  the  ensuing  term  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  we  are  already  looking  forward  to  the  opening  of  another 
year  of  successful  labor. 


CONSHOHOCKEN— J.  Horace  Landis. 


The  schools  of  the  borough  were  open  and  in  operation  during  the 
past  10  months,  200  days.  There  were  19  teachers  employed,  with 
613  pupils  enrolled.  The  average  attendance  for  the  year  was  503, 
and  per  cent,  attendance  .88. 

We  have  evidences  of  considerable  juogress  for  the  year,  but  also 
other  evidences   of   much  needed  improvements.     In   many   of  the 
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schools  the  advaucemeut  is  very  marked.  This  is  especially  Iriie 
in  the  lines  of  history  and  langiiaj;e.  In  the  high  school  nnich  stress 
was  placed  on  the  teaching  of  higher  literature  and  ancient  and 
modern  history,  and  the  results  attained  are  very  satisfactory.  There 
were  few  innovations,  but  much  energy  spc^nt  in  the  line  of  improv- 
ing the  work  in  the  old  methods  and  subjects. 

The  hearty  co-operation  of  an  intelligent  board  of  directors;  the 
faithful  conscientious  work  of  many  of  the  teachers;  the  frequent 
visits  of  many  patrons  of  the  schools  and  their  kind  appreciations; 
these  are  the  factors  to  which  the  progress,  in  a  great  measure,  is 
due.  We  expect  to  look  to  these  factors  in  the  future  for  still  greater 
advancement. 

The  teachers'  institutes  were  conducted  on  a  quite  different  plan 
to  former  years.  We  held  weekly'  meetings  and  also  monthly  meet- 
ings. The  weekly  meeting,  one  hour  to  two  hours  each,  were  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  discussion  and  consideration  of  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  discipline  of  the  schools,  while  the  monthly  meeting,  one- 
half  da}'  each,  were  occasions  for  the  study  of  pedagogy  and  history 
of  education.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  much  good  was 
derived  from  these  meetings  by  all  in  attendance. 

The  manual  training  department,  which  is  now  two  years  old, 
has  closed  its  gear's  work  with  very  gratifying  results,  in  both 
sewing  and  wood  work.  In  the  sewing  department  there  were  960 
different  articles  of  clothing  made,  which  were  all  sold  to  the  pupils 
for  the  cost  of  the  material  in  them,  and  the  amount  realized  by  this 
sale  was  $138.99.  There  is  alwaj's  a  great  demand  for  the  sewing 
school  work.  In  most  every  case  the  pupils  buy  the  things  they 
make.  Sewing  in  school  is  directly  productive  of  much  good  in  the 
town.  In  the  majority  of  the  homes  represented  in  the  sewing 
school,  the  girls  are  now  doing  all  the  darning  and  patching,  and 
even  make  some  articles  of  dress,  thus  adding  comfort  and  economy 
to  these  homes. 

The  boys,  in  the  wood  working  department,  are  expected  at  the 
end  of  the  year  to  combine  all  the  principles  of  joinery,  etc.,  learned 
during  the  term,  in  the  construction  of  some  useful  piece  of  furniture 
or  apparatus  to  be  used  in  the  school.  Some  of  the  things  now  in  con- 
stant use  in  the  schools  from  this  department  are:  Cloak  closet, 
cupboard,  hat  rack,  umbrella  stand,  tables  and  benches.  A  public 
exhibition  of  manual  training  work,  together  with  drawings,  exami- 
nation papers  and  penmanship  of  all  departments  was  held  on  the 
18th  and  19th  of  June.  The  work  was  inspected  with  much  in- 
terest by  hundreds  of  patrons,  taxpayers  and  friends  of  the  schools. 
The  exhibit  was  a  grand  success  and  a  favorable  impression  was 
made  by  it  on  the  public  of  the  efficient  work  done  at  the  public 
schools. 
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Library. 

\Vt'  hiive  a  circiilatiiig  libiaiy  of  815  voliiiiics  connected  with  our 
schools.  There  were  over  100  volumes  added  thereto  during  the  last 
year.  Our  directors  have  been  very  liberal  in  appropriating  money 
for  the  annual  growth  of  it.  In  connection  with  this  general  collec- 
tion of  books,  there  is  a  reference  library  in  each  school  room  above 
the  second  primary  grade.  The  teachers  find  that  these  books  or 
library  afford  them  the  best  opportunity  to  teach  reading  and  to 
cultivate  a  taste  to  read  with  a  view  of  learning.  These  books  are  of 
a  very  select  kind  of  literature  and  history.  In  the  high  school  the 
woi'king  library  is  complete.  It  contains  132  volumes  of  the  very 
best  books  of  reference. 

In  the  study  of  literature,  language  and  history  the  library  is  in- 
dispensable. Each  pupil  in  the  studies  above  named  is  required  to 
produce  papers  bi-weekl}^  on  the  subjects  assigned  them  from  these 
studies,  and  the  material  to  write  them  is  obtained  from  this  library. 
The  books  are  in  constant  demand. 

The  results  of  this  w^ork  for  the  year  have  been  gratifying  and  en- 
couraging, so  much  so  that  the  board  was  willing  to  supply  our  needs 
in  this  line  with  any  new  books  as  our  work  demanded.  This  prac- 
tice of  original  research  has  so  familiarized  our  pupils  with  the 
standard  authors  and  their  works,  that  reading  of  the  classics  and 
good  literature  seemed  to  be  both  a  pleasure  and  recreation  in  many 
instances.  We  believe  and  feel  that  our  schools  have  done  much  to 
stimulate  good  reading  and,  that  too,  with  the  desire  to  learn.  A 
taste  for  pure  and  wholesome  literature  must  be  cultivated,  and  the 
earlier  this  instruction  is  begun  in  school  life  of  the  pupil  after  it 
can  read,  the  better  will  the  chances  be  for  its  attaining  a  high  state 
of  intellectual  development. 

Agents. 

During  this  year  two  globes  were  bought  from  an  agent,  costing 
185.00.  The  agent  of  any  kind  of  school  supplies  generally  gets  very 
poor  encouragement  in  our  district.  These  globes  were  the  only  pur- 
chase from  agents  for  a  number  of  years.  Our  plan  to  get  apparatus 
and  supplies,  is  to  procure  them  from  reliable  dealers  as  we  see  we 
need  them.  The  most  annoying  feature  of  the  modern  agents  of  school 
supplies,  apparatus  and  books,  is  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  them  are 
school  teachers  of  the  same  county  in  which  they  are  canvassing  their 
goods,  and  on  the  strength  of  this  fact  they  get  recognition  from 
fellow  teachers  and  school  directors,  and  often  make  sales  and  get 
into  districts  unnecessary  apparatus,  charts,  maps  and  unsuitable 
text-books.  It  would  be  well,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  some  legislation 
on   this  subject.     No  school  teacher  should  be  allowed  to  canvass 


192  -  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

school  books,  charts,  maps,  etc.,  while  employed  as  regulai'  teacher 
during  vacation  or  at  any  other  time.  It  is  this  kind  of  agent  that 
is  doing  the  harm  in  preventing  some  districts  from  lengthening  their 
school  term  and  raising  the  teachers'  salaries. 

The  work  of  the  year,  considered  as  a  whole,  has  been  very  satis- 
factory to  all  concerned,  and  I  desire  to  thank  the  directors,  teachers, 
patrons  and  State  Department  for  the  courtesies,  fidelity  and  hearty 
co-operation  in  the  work. 


CORKY— A.  D.  Colegrove. 


In  writing  a  report  of  this  kind  it  is  not  always  easy  to  discriminate 
betw'een  facts  that  are  of  public  interest  and  those  that  are  of  a 
trivial  or  local  nature.  There  is,  however,  one  feature  of  our  recent 
school  history  which  I  believe  has  sufficient  general  interest  to  make 
it  worth}'  of  recording  here,  and  that  is  the  subject  of 

Reading. 

For  the  past  three  year's  we  have  been  using  the  Pollard  method, 
with  results  that  are  very  satisfactory.  In  all  grades  above  the  third, 
"reading  to  learn"  has  superseded  ^'learning  to  read,"  and  everybody 
seems  to  be  pleased  with  the  change.  Instead  of  confining  our  pupils 
to  one,  or  perhaps  tw^o,  series  of  school  readers,  as  was  done  almost 
universally  under  the  old  plan,  we  have  been  able  to  introduce  them 
into  the  broader  and  more  delightful  fields  of  literature,  history  and 
natural  science.  The  books  are  purchased  in  sets  and  exchanged 
between  the  different  buildings  so  that  while  the  pupils  are  afforded 
a  considerable  variety  and  a  large  amount  of  reading,  the  cost  of 
the  books  is  little,  if  an}-,  more  than  it  would  be  for  a  supply  of  one 
series.  Below  I  give  a  list  of  the  books  read  in  the  several  grades 
during  the  present  year: 

Course  in  Reading  for  1896-7. 

FIRST  GRADE: 

Follard  Primer. 

P()ll;n-d  Fii-st  Reader  to  I.ess(»n  XT.Il, 
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SECOND  (tKADE: 

Pollard  First  Header  tiDished. 
Pollard  Second  Reader. 

THIRD  GRADE: 

Pollard  Third  Reader. 

Aesop's  Fables. 

Stickney's  or  Barnes'  Third  Reader. 

FOURTH  GRADE : 

Whittier's  Child  Life. 

Long's  Home  Geography. 

Pratt's  Stories  of  Colonial  Children. 

Kelley's  Leaves  from  Nature's  Story  Book. 

McGuflfy's  Alternate  Third  Reader. 

FIFTH  GRADE : 

Pratt's  Legends  of  Norselaud. 
Johonnot's  Wings  and  Fins. 
Andrews'  Seven  Little  Sisters. 
DeFoe's  Robinson  Crusoe. 
Stickney's  Fourth  Reader. 

SIXTH  GRADE: 

Longfellow's  Hiawatha. 

Montgomery's  Beginners"  American  History. 
Pratt's  Cortez  and  Montezuma. 
Dunton's  Our  American  Neighbors. 
Stories  of  Industry. 

SEVENTH  GRADE: 

Whittier's  Snowbound. 

Andrews'  Ten  Boys. 

Burrough's  Birds  and  Bees. 

The  Companion  Series,  By  Land  and  Sea. 

Barnes'  Fourth  Reader. 

EIGHTH  GRADE: 
Pratt's  Pizarro. 
Dunton's  Modern  Europe. 
Hawthorne's  Grandfather's  Chair. 
The  Companion  Series.  Talks  About  Animals. 
GiflSn's  Civics  for  Young  Americans. 

NINTH  GRADE: 

Masterpieces  of  American  Litei-ature. 

i:{-5-:»T 
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iSchool  Libraries. 

Through  the  efforts  of  teachers  and  pupils  in  public  entertain- 
ments, lecture  courses,  etc.,  libraries  were  established  in  each  of  our 
four  school  buildings  several  years  ago.  That  belonging  to  the  high 
school  comprises  about  three  hundred  volumes,  while  those  of  the 
ward  schools  number  about  one  hundred  and  tifty  volumes  each. 
Many  of  these,  having  become  badly  worn,  were  rebound  the  present 
year;  but  I  regret  to  report  that  no  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
libraries  during  the  year.  Our  town,  unfortunately,  possesses  no 
public  library. 

When  I  wrote  my  last  rejjort  1  hoped  to  be  able  at  this  time  to 
announce  the  completion  or  probable  erection  in  the  near  future 
of  a  much  needed  high  school  building,  but,  greatly  to  the  detri- 
ment of  our  educational  interests,  the  deadlock  iu  our  school  board 
still  continues,  so  that  we  are  destined  to  be  deprived  of  suitable 
accommodations  for  another  year  at  least.  Meanwhile  the  attend- 
ance in  the  high  school  continues  to  increase,  having  reached  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  the  present  year,  with  the  prospect  of  large 
additions  at  the  opening  of  the  new  year  in  September. 


DANVILLE— J.  C.  Houser. 


The  chief  thing  to  report  at  this  time  is  progress  iu  all  the  lines  in- 
dicated in  my  last  annual  report,  except  in  drawing.  This  was  not 
advanced  to  the  grammar  grades  as  was  expected  it  would  be,  be- 
cause of  the  lack  of  funds.  In  the  primary  grades  better  work  was 
done  this  year  than  last. 

To  carry  on  the  work  of  the  recently  enriched  curriculum  of  the 
high  school  as  indicated  iu  the  report,  an  additional  teacher  has  been 
employed,  who  has  charge  of  the  natural  sciences,  luat hematics  and 
book-keeping.  This  year  alone  satisfies  us  that  our  elective  system 
is  a  good  thing  for  the  district.  Those  pupils  who  cannot  remain 
to  graduate  should  have  the  opportunity  to  select  such  branches  as 
they  are  fitted  to  pursue,  and  as  will  be  most  helpful  to  them  in  their 
chosen  calling,  provided  their  course  is  not  altogether  oue-sided. 
Nor  is  this  the  case.  Instead  of  pupils  electing  the  less  difficult 
branehes.  we  are  glad  to  report  they  pursue  a  well  balanced  course, 
one  that  develops  the  latent  as  well  as  the  active  jxjwers  of  the  mind. 
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About  a  like  uumber  pursue  history,  German  aud  Greek.  A  few 
more  pursue  the  natural  sciences,  and  about  three-fourths  of  the  en- 
tire number  take  Latin.  This  promises,  therefore,  not  a  one-sided 
education,  as  those  who  oppose  the  elective  system  fear.  True,  it 
requires  more  of  the  teachers'  time  to  study  the  inclinations,  ability 
and  opportunities  of  the  pupils  and  to  confer  with  them  and  their 
parents  in  arriving  at  a  decision  as  to  the  proper  branches  to  be  pur- 
sued. 

By  experiment  in  two  of  the  grammar  schools  we  have  found  it 
both  feasible  and  advisable  to  teach  algebra  in  the  eighth  grade  of 
said  schools,  in  a  simple  form  and  such  parts  as  will  correlate  with 
arithmetic.  Accordingly  the  board  adopted  it  as  a  regular  branch  of 
the  eighth  grade.  If  properly  taught  it  will  benefit  the  pupil  who 
never  expects  to  enter  the  high  school  quite  as  much  as  the  one  who 
does  enter. 

During  the  past  year  a  course  of  historical  reading  (a  copy  of 
which  has  already  been  mailed  to  you)  has  been  outlined  for  pupils 
above  the  second  grade  and  below  the  high  school,  to  read  each  year 
out  of  school.  The  subject  matter  of  the  books  to  be  read  relates 
largely  to  what  the  teacher  has  already  covered  by  means  of  stories 
that  are  intended  to  give  an  impetus  and  arouse  an  interest  in  the 
pupils  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  read  more  on  the  same  subject 
as  well  as  on  others.  Through  the  co-operation  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Thomas  Beaver  Free  Library,  arrangements  were  made  whereby  all 
these  books  aud  also  reference  books  not  already  on  their  shelves, 
have  been  procured  and  are  now  ready  for  use.  A  course  of  reading 
has  also  been  outlined  by  the  principal  for  the  high  school,  embracing 
thirty-two  different  works  composed  of  prose  and  poetry,  history  and 
standard  fiction.  Substitution  is  allowed  in  cases  where  pupils  are 
preparing  for  college.  This  is  a  part  of  each  high  school  course  and 
pupils  after  reading  it  must  give  a  synopsis  of  the  same  before  grad- 
uating. Beyond  this  no  attempt  has  been  made  towards  a  systematic 
course  of  reading  where  pupils  "read  to  learn  after  they  have  learned 
to  read."  If  this  accomplishes  what  we  look  forward  to  with  in- 
terest and  anxiety,  another  course  will  follow  in  literature. 

No  blocks,  no  charts,  no  unnecessary  maps  and  no  globes  except 
four  Gibbs'  armillary  spheres  have  been  purchased  for  the  schools 
since  my  connection  with  them.  Three  of  these  have  not  been  used 
since  their  purchase,  chiefly  because  the  teachers  are  not  familiar 
enough  with  them  and  the  subjects  they  serve  to  illustrate. 

The  compulsory  school  law  was  enforced  without  any  friction,  and 
no  special  trouble  arose  from  the  apparent  conflict  between  it  and 
the  vaccination  act.  We  need  more  stringent  legislation  on  the 
matter  of  compulsory  education. 

The  board  has  taken  a  step  towards  better  (inalifications  of  teach- 
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ers  by  decidiug  uot  to  employ  auyoue  whoso  certiticate  averages  less 
than  2|,  and  to  employ  no  one  to  teach  above  the  fourth  grade  who 
does  not  hold  a  professional  certificate  or  its  equivalent. 

The  graduating  class,  consisting  of  four  girls  and  six  boys,  ac- 
(juitted  themselves  well  on  commencement  evening.  Three  others 
whose  standing  was  among  the  highest  in  the  class  withdrew  from 
the  class  that  they  might  avail  themselves  of  additional  branches 
another  year.  It  is  a  pleasant  thought  that  some  are  valuing  their 
high  school  days  above  graduation  and  are  viewing  their  time  from 
a  higher  standpoint  than  merely  the  time  it  takes  to  graduate. 

The  contest  between  the  Garfield  and  Lincoln  Literary  Societies — 
a  feature  of  commencement  week — was  again  conducted  in  the  high 
school  room  with  credit  arid  increased  interest.  Notwithstanding  that 
the  town  was  pervaded  with  a  patriotic  spirit  because  of  the  unveiling 
of  the  Hain  monument,  the  room  was  filled  with  patient  listeners 
who  gave  vent  to  their  appreciation  of  the  exercises  by  hearty  ap- 
plause.    The  principal  discussion  was  on  the  right  of  woman  suffrage. 

Another  feature  of  commencement  week  this  year  was  an  exhibit 
of  school  work,  locally  known  as  a  school  fair,  held  in  the  First  ward 
building.  The  work  arranged  in  departments,  consisted  of  kinder- 
garten work,  clay  modeling,  nature  work,  drawing,  map  drawing, 
arithmetic,  phonics  and  spelling,  and  language  and  quotations.  In 
the  high  school  room,  which  was  made  to  serve  as  a  reception  room, 
a  program  of  recitations,  declamations,  songs  and  instrumental  music 
was  successfully  rendered  by  the  small  people  from  the  different 
schools  representing  all  the  w'ards.  The  teachers  all  feel  repaid  for 
their  efforts,  final  and  otherwise.  However,  no  special  preparation 
was  made  for  the  occasion  during  the  year,  the  work  on  exhibition 
having  been  collected  from  the  every  day  work  of  the  terra.  It  is 
estimated  that  about  1,500  people  visited  the  rooms.  Thus  our  ex- 
pectation as  to  number  was  more  than  realized.  Evidence  is  already 
at  hand  that  the  exhibit  will  work  out  much  good  in  the  future.  In 
this  connection  the  directors  deserve  special  mention  for  their  in- 
terest and  support.  They  nobly  responded  to  all  we  requested,  and 
some  of  them  even  assisted  all  day  long  in  arranging  the  work.  That 
progressive  spirit  referred  to  in  the  last  year's  report  was  easily  no- 
ticeable along  this  line. 

Notwithstanding  that  there  are  drawbacks  in  several  lines  of  work, 
the  whole  trend  is  upward.  Everything  is  becoming  better  organ- 
ized. The  peo7)le  are  talking  schools.  Many  realize  that  we  must 
advance  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  times.  The  teachers,  generally 
speaking,  are  active  and  give  evidence  of  considerable  professional 
improvement  over  last  year.  The  Teachers'  Library  is  in  demand 
and  is  serving  I  he  purpose  for  which  il  was  established.  For  this 
state  of  afi'aii's  as  well  as  foi-  aiiv  aid  uivcn  lo  (lie  schools  bv  the 
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[•less  niid  lur  rhf  support  of  (he  piugiessive  patrons  and  direct ors. 
r  am  grateful.  In  this  connection,  professional  courtesy  compels  me 
(o  refer  to  those  teachers  who  are  most  earnest  and  loyal  in  support 
ing  my  efforts  in  all  lines  of  progress.  With  such  assistance  we  are 
inspired  to  again  renew  our  labors  confident  of  still  better  results 
iind  further  improvements. 


DU  BOIS— W.  L.  (Ireene. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  i)u  Bois 
public  schools  for  the  year  ending  June  1st,  1897 : 

The  school  year  was  one  of  progress  and  good  results,  generally. 
The  attitude  of  the  board  of  directors  was  favorable  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  schools.  The  wisdom  which  characterized  the  action 
of  the  directors  in  numerous  instances  is  deserving  of  commenda- 
tion. The  manner  in  which  they  disposed  of  all  matters  laid  before 
them  during  the  year  indicated  their  interest  in  the  welfare 
and  progress  of  the  schools.  The  hearty  support  they  gave  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  supervision  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

The  generous  support  of  the  patrons  of  the  schools  was  very  grati- 
fying, and  indicated  that  the  earnest  efforts  of  our  teachers  for  the 
improvement  of  our  schools  are  appreciated  by  the  people.  A  better 
educational  sentiment  is  being  developed  among  our  people  year 
after  year,  as  is  shown  by  the  growing  interest  that  is  manifested 
in  all  public  exercises  given  by  the  pupils  of  the  schools. 

The  work  of  instruction  in  the  high  school  was  of  a  very  superior 
character.  The  students  are  surrounded  by  a  most  helpful  and  in- 
vigorating influence.  The  effect  of  this  influence  on  the  formation 
of  character  cannot  be  estimated.  The  teachers  are  thoroughly  com- 
petent, and  are  faithful  in  the  performance  of  duty.  They  are  ear- 
nest and  aggressive,  and  can  be  relied  upon  in  all  cases  and  under 
all  circumstances.     No  change  in  the  faculty  should  be  permitted. 

In  the  grades  below  the  high  school,  the  teachers  labored  earnestly 
and,  with  few  exceptions,  successfully  for  the  welfare  and  advance- 
ment of  their  pupils.  They  all  succeeded  according  to  their  ability. 
Some  succeeded  better  than  others.  But  in  every  ward  the  earnest 
efforts  of  certain  teachers  were  thwarted  by  the  pernicious  influence 
of  worse  than  useless  teachers  who  had  preceded  them.  During  the 
|)ast  few  years  there  have  been  employed  in  our  schools,  at  different 
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times,  certaiu  teachers  who  exerted  a  deadening  intiuenee  on  the 
minds  of  all  children  that  came  in  mental  contact  with  them.  The 
children  under  their  charge  were  j)ermitted  to  contract  ruinous  habits 
of  indolence  and  inattention  which  no  amount  of  futui'e  effort  can 
wholly  overcome.  A  school  in  charge  of  such  a  teacher  is  an  insti- 
tution for  the  prevention  of  education.  It  is  a  i»lace  where  the  fresh 
fountains  of  youthful  life  are  being  stagnated. 

The  question  of  education  is  almost  entirely  a  question  of  teach- 
ers. A  stream  cannot  rise  above  its  fountain  head.  How  can  we 
expect  the  pupil  to  rise  above  the  teacher?  If  the  teacher  does 
not  possess  generous  mental  culture,  how  can  he  direct  the  youth- 
ful mind  and  polish  the  youthful  character?  If  he  has  no  intellectual 
inspiration,  how  can  he  inspire  the  young  to  loftier  things  and 
awaken  in  the  soul  of  youth  the  slumbering  fires  of  genius?  If  we 
would  have  good  schools,  we  must  have  good  teachers.  A  mere 
trainer  is  not  an  educator.  Inferior  teachers  make  inferior  schools. 
Whatever  may  be  the  system  or  the  course  of  study,  it  is  the  teacher 
that  determines  the  character  of  the  instruction.  We  need  teachers 
who  have  a  high  sense  of  duty,  who  realize  that  their  time  belongs 
to  their  employers,  and  who  are  not  afraid  of  doing  more  than  they 
are  paid  for  doing;  teachers  who  are  willing  to  sacrifice  leisure  for 
labor,  selfishness  for  generosity,  and  personal  ambition  and  glory, 
if  need  be,  for  the  welfare  of  their  pupils. 

There  were  seven  students  graduated  from  the  high  school,  five 
young  men  and  two  young  ladies. 

In  the  high  school  building  is  a  library  of  about  five  hundred  mis- 
cellaneous volumes,  to  which  all  the  pupils  of  the  diiferent  schools 
have  access. 

During  the  incumbency  of  the  present  superintendent  no  useless 
and  expensive  material  or  apparatus  has  been  purchased  by  the 
DuBois  school  dis'triet.  The  sentiment  of  the  present  board  of 
directors  is  positively  against  the  expenditure  of  money  for  useless 
things.  The  board  which  organized  in  June,  1894,  was  induced  by 
the  agent  of  a  Chicago  firm  to  purchase  four  sets  of  "politico-relief" 
maps,  one  set  for  each  school  building,  at  the  enormous  price  of 
four  hundred  dollars.  I  believe  the  present  board  would  be  willing 
to  sell  these  maps  at  less  than  ten  dollars  a.  set  and  give  a  liberal 
discount  for  cash. 

Last  year  a  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  was  paid  for  physical  ap- 
paratus for  the  high  school,  which  was  a  legitimate  expenditure.  We 
hope  soon  to  have  an  equipment  of  botanical  and  chemical  apparatus 
for  the  use  of  the  high  school  classes. 
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EASTON— Will.  W.  Cottiugham. 


lu  point  of  efficiency  the  schools  of  this  city  give  no  indications 
of  any  departure  from  what  has  hitherto  been  regarded  as  the  usual 
exhibit  of  the  educational  work  of  this  district.  The  aim  has  been 
to  mature  plans  already  inaugurated,  and  to  secure  the  highest  pos- 
sible attainment  through  the  agency  of  methods  and  means  of  tried 
and  approved  efficiency. 

The  efforts  of  both  teachers  and  pupils  were  seemingly  character- 
ized by  honesty  of  purpose,  whilst  all  the  details  involved  in  the 
manipulation  of  school  work,  in  the  several  departments,  were  con- 
ducted in  a  manner  conducive  to  harmonious  and  symmetrical  devel- 
opment. The  general  condition  of  the  schools  as  indicated  by  the 
results  of  the  year's  work,  is  satisfactory  and  encouraging. 

In  the  assignment  of  pupils  to  the  respective  grades  due  attention 
was  given  to  the  importance  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  apportioning 
to  each  school  no  greater  number  of  pupils  than  could  be  conveni- 
ently and  successfully  taught.  The  distribution  of  pupils  in  the 
several  grades  was  as  follows: 

High  school,  9  teachers;  244  pupils. 

Grammar  schools,  9  teachers;  average  number  to  each  teacher,  33. 

Intermediate  No.  1,  6  teachers;  average  number  to  each  teacher,  40. 

Intermediate  No.  2,  8  teachers;  average  number  to  each  teacher,  40. 

Intermediate  No.  3,10  teachers;  average  number  to  each  teacher,  40. 

Primary  No.  1,  10  teachers;  average  number  to  each  teacher,  42. 

Primary  No.  2,  18  teachers;  average  number  to  each  teacher,  47. 

In  response  to  the  inquiry  of  the  school  department  relative  to 
"the  progress  made  in  the  establishment  of  school  libraries,"  it  may 
be  stated  that  no  effort  in  the  direction  of  establishing  a  library 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  has  as  yet  been 
made  in  this  district.  The  district,  however,  has  not  been  denied 
the  advantages  of  a  library. 

The  Easton  Library  Company,  in  the  year  1811,  under  an  act  of 
incorporation,  founded  a  public  library  in  this  city.  This  institution, 
under  the  guidance  of  a  board  of  directors,  prosperously  continued 
in  the  discharge  of  its  functions  as  a  public  library  for  many  years, 
when  by  reason  of  sundry  adverse  circumstances  public  interest  and 
patronage  having  been  withdrawn  from  its  support,  its  doors  were 
closed  and  remained  closed  for  a  number  of  years. 

Fn  the  vear  1804.  the  board  of  directors,  in  behalf  of  the  Librarv 
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( "ompanj,  gratuitouslj  transferred  under  a  trust  deed  the  library 
building,  with  its  books  and  other  property  connected  therewith,  to 
the  Easton  school  district.  The  building  was  thereupon  enlarged, 
and  the  library  having  been  thoroughly  renovated  and  readjusted, 
was  reopened  for  public  use,  and  has  continuousl}'  from  that  time 
until  the  present  contributed  to  the  wants  of  a  reading  public.  The 
articles  of  agreement  upon  which  the  transfer  of  this  property  was 
effected,  provides  for  an  annual  appropriation  by  the  board  of  con- 
trol of  a  specified  sum  to  be  expended  from  time  to  time  in  replenish- 
ing the  library  with  books,  and  in  consideration  thereof  the  free  use 
of  the  library  is  guaranteed  to  the  pupils  of  the  high  school,  the 
teachers  of  the  public  schools  of  Easton,  the  normal  class  and  the 
members  of  the  board  of  control. 

This  library  now  comprises  about  six  thousand  volumes  of  well 
selected  books,  and  the  advantages  thus  afforded  for  personal  culture 
are  freely  and  extensively  utilized  by  pupils  and  teachers. 

In  addition  to  the  library  thus  established  for  purposes  of  general 
reading,  a  library  consisting  entirely  of  books  of  reference  has  been 
established  and  maintained  by  the  board  of  control  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  the  pupils  of  the  high  school. 

A  teachers'  library,  which  owes  its  existence  and  support  to  the 
individual  efforts  of  the  teachers  of  the  district,  has  also  been  created 
to  meet  the  growing  interest  of  teachers  in  professional  reading  and 
study.  This  library,  although  of  recent  origin,  already  embraces 
many  valuable  works  in  standard  and  modern  educational  litera- 
ture. 


ERIE— H.  C.  Missimer 


The  school  apparatus  sharps  have  not  reaped  a  generous  harvest  in 
Erie  the  past  year.  We  did  buy  the  relief  maps  a  couple  of  years 
ago,  but  we  put  them  to  good  use.  We  have  indulged  in  physiology 
charts  and  mensuration  blocks,  but  experience  has  taught  us  the 
folly  of  purchasing  aids  (?)  that  the  average  teacher  will  allow  to  rest 
in  pensive  quietness  in  the  cases  after  she  has  tried  them  once.  We 
spent  last  year  nothing  in  such  indulgence. 

On  the  question  of  a  public  library,  Erie  has  had  the  honor  of  orig- 
inating the  general  library  law  for  the  State,  and,  T  believe,  is  the 
first  fity  in  the  State  to  avail  itself  of  the  privileges  of  the  law. 
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It  is  uow  ereetiug  a  public  library  building  whose  contract  price, 
exclusive  of  heating  and  plumbing,  is  |100,397.  When  fully  equipped 
and  thrown  open  to  our  citizens  it  will  be  safe  to  say  that  it  will  cost 
our  taxpayers  |125,000. 

The  last  report  of  the  commissioner  of  education  discloses  the  fact 
that  the  average  amount  of  schooling  for  each  of  the  fifteen  millions 
of  children  in  our  public  schools  is  a  little  over  four  years.  Ninety 
per  cent,  of  these  children  are  in  the  elementary  grades.  These  two 
facts  alone  emphasize  the  duty  of  the  public  school  to  make  element- 
ary instruction  its  chief  concern.  How  to  give  to  each  child  the  most 
thorough  command  possible  of  the  tools  of  human  thought  and  ex- 
pression, how  to  bring  him  into  intelligent  relation  with  the  State 
and  society,  how  to  inspire  him  with  love  of  country  and  how  to 
secure  teachers  of  such  power  and  force  of  thought  as  will  develop 
the  self-activities  of  the  child,  these  are  the  problems  that  are  ever 
to  the  front  in  the  administration  of  a  system  of  schools.  We  find 
them  sufficient  to  absorb  all  our  attention  in  Erie. 

We  believe,  however,  that  there  should  be  more  men  engaged  in 
teaching.  Out  of  413,000  teachers  in  the  United  States,  280,000  are 
women,  an  increase  of  70  per  cent,  in  10  years.  Less  than  one-third 
are  men,  and  these  are  found  in  the  upper  grades.  A  man  teacher 
in  the  primary  grades  is  as  rare  as  a  white  blackbird.  There  should 
be  more  men  in  the  service,  not  because  they  can  do  better  work  than 
the  women;  on  the  contrary,  women  have  more  patience  and  keener 
sympathies  in  certain  lines  of  school  work  than  men;  but  there  should 
be  more  men  in  our  schools  because  there  should  be  a  man's  influence 
as  well  as  woman's  influence  in  all  schools,  where  both  boys  and 
girls  are  educated  together.  The  unchangeable  laws  of  nature  re- 
quire it.  When  boys  reach  the  age  of  twelve  and  thirteen,  the  out- 
side world,  the  influence  of  the  street  and  outdoor  associations  begin 
to  afifect  them.  Instincts  and  aspirations  then  show  themselves  that 
a  woman  does  not  dream  of,  and  cannot  comprehend  because  she  is  a 
woman.  Many  boys  at  that  age  begin  to  be  restive  under  a  woman's 
influence.  They  resent  the  criticisms  of  a  sister  at  home,  sometimes 
growl  at  the  commands  of  their  mother,  and  only  yield  to  the  will 
of  the  father.  In  school  they  show  peculiarities  of  manner  and  be- 
havior that  a  woman  cannot  comprehend,  and  w^hich  no  amount  of 
talking  or  nagging  will  correct.  Such  cases  a  man,  with  his  larger 
views  of  life  and  more  decisive  ways,  will  understand  and  manage 
with  ease.  The  boy  will  work  for  the  man,  and  yield  but  tardy  and 
grudging  obedience  to  the  woman. 

It  is  a  fact  that  boys  and  girls  are  equal  in  numbers,  in  fact,  there 
are  more  boys  than  girls,  up  to  the  fourteenth  year.  At  that  age 
boys  begin  to  drop  out  of  school,  and  in  the  fourteenth  year  there 
are  20  per  cent,  more  girls  than  boys.     T  do  not  believe  that  the 
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desire  to  earn  mouey  is  the  sole  reason  why  boys  leave  school  at  this 
age.  The  reason  is  deeper.  Many  of  these  boys  show  their  first 
lack  of  interest  in  school  by  playing  truant.  In  fact,  they  constitute 
the  bulk  of  all  truancy  in  the  schools.  I  believe  that  the  trouble  is 
fundamental,  and  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  school  fails  to  recognize 
sexual  distinctions  at  that  period,  and  that  those  natural  influences 
which  afi'ect  a  boy  the  most,  when  the  mannish  instincts  begin  to  de- 
velop, specially  need  a  man's  superivisou.  He  will  then  yield  cheer- 
ful obedience  to  a  man,  and  but  tardy  obedience  to  a  woman,  and 
because  the  influence  of  a  man  is  lacking  at  this  critical  period  there 
comes  first  a  dissatisfaction  with  school,  showing  itself  in  truancy, 
and  then,  by  and  by  a  desire  to  quit  school  altogether. 

The  facts  of  interest  to  the  general  reader,  for  Erie,  are  as  follows: 

Enrolled  for  year  ending  June  25, 7,336 

Regular  teachers  employed, 165 

Special  teachers  of  German,  15^ 

Total 180^ 

Wages  paid  regular  teachers, $72,765  95 

Wages  paid  teachers  of  Grerman, 5,270  13 

Total,  , $78,036  08 

Number  of  pupils  in  high  school 591 

Cost  of  tuition  per  month, $1  45 


FOSTER  TOWNSHIl*,  LUZERNE  COTTNTY— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  of  Foster  township  schools.  The 
year  just  ended  has  been  one  of  harmony  and  prosperity.  Every- 
thing tending  toward  educational  advancement  received  due  consid- 
eration. 

From  personal  observation,  I  find  the  directors  to  be  intelligent 
and  upright.  They  give  much  of  their  spare  time  and  attention  to 
the  interests  of  the  schools.  They  are  very  economical  and  judicious 
in  the  expenditure  of  money,  but  they  do  not  hesitate  to  purchase 
the  supplies  and  useful  apparatus  necessary  for  properly  educating 
tilt-  cliild. 
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Books  aud  supplies  are  adopted  by  the  advice  of  the  teachers,  who 
do  not  hesitate  to  commend  or  condemn  any  articles  placed  before 
them. 

During  the  year  the  teachers  advised  the  purchasing  of  tellurians 
for  the  grammar  schools.  Acting  upon  this  advice,  the  directors 
decided  to  purchase  eleven. 

We  have  been  unable  to  establish  school  libraries  as  yet,  but  the 
teachers,  who  have  as  far  as  possible,  furnished  reading  material  for 
the  pupils,  understand  the  value  of  such  an  acquisition  to  the  schools, 
and  a  united  effort  is  being  made  to  persuade  the  board  to  establish 
a  township  library. 

It  is  possible  to  establsh  a  fine  school  library  for  our  township.  It 
could  be  centrally  located  and  the  teachers  could  meet  there  at  reg- 
ular intervals  and  take  books  or  sets  of  books  for  use  in  their  respect- 
ive schools. 

At  the  next  meeting  a  discussion  would  follow  as  to  the  merit  of 
each  book.  This  would  not  only  be  of  inestimable  value  to  the  pupils 
of  the  tow^nship,  but  it  would  also  prove  of  great  importance  to  the 
teachers  as  well.  I  hope  the  board  will  take  advantage  of  the  law, 
which  gives  them  the  power  to  levy  one  mill  on  the  assessed  valua- 
tion of  the  township,  for  library  purposes. 

We  have  an  active  and  conscientious  corps  of  teachers.  They  have 
discussed  various  educational  questions  at  their  meetings  and  agreed 
that  much  of  the  child's  success  depends  upon  his  ability  and  willing- 
ness to  read. 

In  their  work  they  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that;  when  children  can 
take  printed  or  written  matter  and  interpret  it,  when  they  are  able  to 
impart  ideas  written  to  others,  when  they  become  thirsty  for  knowl- 
edge, when  they  take  interest  in  the  affairs  of  nations  and  people,  they 
have  learned  to  read. 

To  what  extent  the  children  read  to  learn  may  be  briefly  stated. 
When  you  enter  their  homes  they  are  found  reading  good  books. 
During  my  visits  of  the  past  year  I  found  that  they  were  familiar  with 
current  topics. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  a  well  selected  library  would  be  used  and 
appreciated  by  many  of  Foster's  pupils. 

Our  evening  schools  are  well  attended.  During  the  winter  we  had 
four  teachers  employed,  which  is  an  increase  of  one  over  the  previous 
year. 

As  intimated  in  my  last  report,  the  increase  in  attendance  made 
it  necessary  to  erect  a  new  addition  to  one  of  our  buildings,  and  it  is 
likely  that  some  districts  will  require  more  accommodation  during 
the  next  year. 

A  portion  of  Foster  township,  including  three  schools  and  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  five  pupils,  was  annexed  to  Freeland  borough. 
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FRANKLTX— N.   1'.  Kinsley. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the  schools 
of  the  city  of  Franklin,  for  the  school  year  1896-97: 

The  monthly  reports  made  to  the  Department,  together  with  the 
annual  statistical  report,  contain  all  the  facts  relative  to  length  of 
school  term,  number  of  teachers,  number  of  pupils  enrolled,  and 
average  daily  attendance. 

From  these  reports  it  appears  that  the  school  year  of  1896-97  was 
marked  by  an  unusual  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  and  in 
the  average  daily  attendance.  That  this  increase  is  not  due  to  the  new 
compulsory  attendance  law  but  to  the  more  rapid  increase  in  the  popu- 
lation of  our  city,  is  plain.  For,  at  the  close  of  the  first  school  month 
there  were  enrolled  in  the  schools,  without  the  aid  of  any  attendance 
officer,  all  but  two  of  the  children  whose  names  had  been  placed  on  the 
assessors'  lists,  and  (so  imperfectly  had  the  work  of  the  assessors  been 
done)  more  than  one  hundred  others  within  the  prescribed  ages. 

Three  years  ago  the  number  enrolled  in  the  public  schools  was  di- 
minished about  one  hundred  and  fifty  by  the  opening  of  the  Catholic 
parochial  school.  At  that  time  one  grammar  school  was  abandoned 
and  the  room  it  had  occupied  was  taken  for  the  use  of  the  high  school. 
But  the  average  daily  attendance  for  1896-97  was  only  eight  less  than 
it  was  three  years  ago,  and  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  high  school 
has  been  steadily  increasing.  More  room  and  a  much  better  equip- 
ment are  needed  for  the  high  school,  and  the  grammar  schools  need 
the  room  given  up  three  years  ago. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  and  as  the  best  possible  solution  of  the 
problem  presented  by  them,  our  directors  have  decided  to  erect  a  new 
building  for  the  high  school.  This  will  probably  be  done  during  the 
next  year. 


HARRISBT^RG— T..  O.  Foose. 


The  schools  made  progress  during  the  year.  The  attendance  has 
been  larger  than  ever  before.  The  teachers  have  shown  a  commenda- 
ble interest  and  enthusiasm  in  their  work.     There  were  fewer  inter- 
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iMipliniis   Iroui    various   ciuisrs    Ihtin    usikiI.   jiihI    l;ik<Mi    all    ill    all.    tin' 
work  done  was  np  to  that  of  former  years. 

Additional    Territory. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  school  year  the  limits  of  the  city  were 
extended  northward,  taking  in,  as  the  Tenth  ward,  a  thickly  settled 
portion  of  the  adjoining  township,  including  the  historic  ground  oc- 
cupied during  the  civil  war  by  the  far  famed  Camp  Curtin.  This 
brought  into  the  city  nearly  three  hundred  children,  with  limited  and 
very  inadequate  accommodations  for  their  education.  The  result 
was  that  many  of  these  children  living  close  to  the  former  city  line 
were  temporarily  placed  in  the  nearest  school  buildings  within  the 
city,  and  over-crowding  the  schools  there,  until  relief  was  furnished 
by  the  erection  of  new  buildings. 

New  Buildings. 

The  Downey  building,  in  the  Seventh  ward,  was  entirely  over- 
hauled and  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  four  good  sized  school 
rooms.  A  twelve  room,  two  story  building  was  erected  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  city,  in  the  Ninth  ward;  another  twelve  room,  two  story 
building  was  erected  in  the  w'estern  part  of  the  city,  in  the  Sixth 
ward.  This  is  one  of  the  most  convenient  and  substantial  buildings 
thus  far  erected.  It  is  roomy  and  specially  well  adapted  for  the  con- 
venience of  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

An  eight  room,  two  story  building  was  erected  in  the  central  part 
of  the  city  in  the  Eighth  ward. 

The  first  two  buildings  named  above  are  heated  and  ventilated 
by  the  Pease  Combination  Heaters,  using  warm  air  and  steam,  and 
the  other  two  by  steam — indirect  radiation — with  a  system  of  fans 
for  ventilation.  The  rooms  are  all  well  lighted  and  are  furnished 
with  improved  drinking  fountains,  cloak  rooms  and  other  conveu 
iences. 

By  the  erection  of  these  buildings  thirty-six  rooms  were  added  to 
the  school  accommodations  of  the  city.  Twenty-three  of  these  have 
already  been  occupied  with  schools,  and  some  of  the  others  will  be 
occupied  early  in  the  next  year. 

Up  to  this  time  we  have  always  had  many  large  and  overcrowded 
schools  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  On  the  completion  of  the  above 
named  buildings  they  were  thinned  out  and  new  ones  formed,  until 
the  schools  are  now  generally  of  a  convenient  size. 

For  some  years  to  come  it  will  be  possible  to  keep  the  schools  of 
such  a  size  as  to  enable  the  teachers  to  do  good  work.    This  is  a 
ortunate  state  of  affairs  and  shows  the  wisdom  of  the  board  of  con- 
trol in  meeting  the  educational  wants  of  the  community  along  this 
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importaut  Hue  of  school  work.  W'heu  the  advautages  resulliiig 
therefrom  are  taken  into  account  it  will  be  found  that  they  more  than 
overbalance  the  hardships  and  inconveniences  which  it  is  claimed 
by, some  have  been  occasioned  by  the  financial  strain  and  pressure 
necessary  to  bring  about  this  very  desirable  state  of  affairs.  The 
results  to  be  obtained  because  of  the  enlarged  facilities  thus  fur- 
nished the  schools  more  than  justify  the  financial  outlay  necessary 
to  make  them  possible.  Smaller  schools  give  assurance  of  better 
work  by  both  teachers  and  pupils,  more  system  and  method  in  the 
organization  of  the  schools,  better  discipline  and  training  in  the 
classes,  more  comfort  and  convenience  to  both  teachers  and  pupils, 
better  ventilation  and  because  of  this,  better  health  and  less  danger 
from  contagious  and  infectious  diseases,  and  as  a  consequence  of  all 
these  more  rapid  progress  in  all  lines  of  work  in  less  time,  with  less 
worry,  wear  and  tear  of  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

Public  School  Libraries. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  board  for  the  establishment  of  a 
public  school  library,  i^artly,  doubtless,  because  a  public  library  of 
respectable  size,  under  private  management,  already  exists,  but  per- 
sons using  its  books  are  compelled  to  pay  an  annual  fee,  and  very 
largely  because  the  tax  levy  to  meet  the  running  expenses  of  the 
schools  along  all  lines  has  already  reached  what  may  be  considered 
the  limit  of  quiet  endurance. 

It  is  unfortunate  for  the  thousands  of  young  people  of  this  city 
who  are  at  that  impressional  period  in  their  lives  when  habits  of 
reading  and  inquiry  are  formed,  character  moulded  and  plans  and 
purposes  matured,  that  they  do  not  have  access  to  suitable  reading 
matter  to  meet  their  needs  and  occupy  their  spare  time. 

In  these  days  of  free  text  books,  when  there  are  no  school  books 
in  the  homes  of  the  people,  it  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance 
that  libraries  be  opened  in  every  community,  accessible  to  all.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  will  soon  come  when  we  shall  have  a 
number  of  good  libraries  in  this  city  open  to  all  classes  of  people. 

Apparatus  and  Appliances. 

"The  seductive  methods  of  the  relief  map  man,  the  chart  agent,  the 
globe  seller  and  the  block  peddler"  have  not  been  successful  in  this 
city  during  the  past  summer. 

Compulsory  Attendance. 

Owing  to  the  very  defective  and  unreliable  enrolment  of  children 
subject  to  the  requirements  of  the  compulsory  education  law,  made 
by  the  assessors  for  that  purpose,  it  was  impossible  to  do  very  much 
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lu  culorce  this  law.  More  eiiildreii  within  the  ages  pn'scribed  by  law 
were  already  in  the  schools  than  were  reported  by  the  asses&orH. 
They  reported  the  names  of  some  children  not  already  in  school. 
These  were  hunted  up  so  far  as  possible  and  assigned  to  schools. 
Hut  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  many  more  not 
reported  who  failed  to  attend  school. 

The  assessors'  lists  for  the  coming  year,  which  have  just  been 
received,  are  very  little  if  any  more  trustworthy  than  those  of  last 
year.  The  number  of  children  in  the  w'hole  city  within  the  required 
age  reported  as  not  attending  school  is  one  hundred  and  seven,  and 
more  than  one-half  of  these  are  represented  as  living  in  the  Fourth 
ward,  where  there  would  seem  to  be  the  least  occasion  for  absence 
and  truancy,  judging  from  the  kind  of  people  who  constitute  the 
residents  of  this  ward.  In  some  other  wards,  where  a  great  deal  of 
absence  and  truancy  would  naturally  be  expected  to  exist,  few  or  no 
children  are  reported  as  not  attending  school.  A  considerable  num- 
ber of  those  reported  as  not  attending  school  are  known  to  attend 
school  regularly;  boys  are  reported  as  attending  school  where  girls 
only  attend,  and  on  some  of  the  lists  names  are  frequently  dupli- 
cated. This  is  mentioned  to  show  the  uselessness  of  the  lists.  The 
only  way  to  secure  accuracy  is  to  have  the  enrolment  taken  by  the 
authority  and  under  the  direction  of  the  school  board.  This  will 
require  a  change  in  the  law. 

City  Teachers'  Institute. 

A  very  successful  city  teachers'  institute  was  held  during  the  week 
beginning  August  31,  1896.  This  was  the  first  institute  held  exclus- 
ively by  the  teachers  of  the  city.  They  expressed  themselves  well 
satisfied  with  the  arrangement  and  asked  that  another  institute  be 
held  on  the  same  plan  next  year. 

Competitive  Appointment  of  Teachers. 

Foi"  ten  years  past,  applicants  for  positions  as  teachers  in  the 
schools  below  the  high  school  were  subject  to  a  competitive  exami- 
nation, and  were  appointed  to  schools  according  to  the  grade  of 
their  certificates  obtained  as  the  result  of  such  examination.  The 
standard  of  eligibility  for  entrance  to  this  examination  was  raised 
from  time  to  time  until  all  the  applicants  were  required  to  have 
suflScient  scholarship  to  enable  them  to  graduate  from  one  of  the 
four  years'  courses  of  the  Harrisburg  high  school,  or  from  any  other 
high  school  of  the  same  grade,  and  in  addition  thereto  one  year's 
training  along  professional  lines  in  a  normal  school,  or  elsew^here, 
or  one  year's  successful  experience  in  teaching. 

In  September,  1896,  this  requirement  was  so  changed  as  to  strike 
out  the  competitive  feature  in  the  examination.     The  same  scho- 
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hisiic  and  professioual  requirements  still  remain,  and  only  those 
applicants  are  examined  who  do  not  hold  certificates  that  are  valid 
in  this  district.  The  selection  in  appointment  to  schools  hereafter 
will  be  from  the  list  at  large  without  regard  to  the  rank  or  grade  of 
the  certificates  of  applicants. 


HAZLETON— David  A.  Harman. 


The  fact  that  all  of  last  year's  teachers  were  re-employed,  and 
that  the  five  additional  teachers  that  were  engaged  had  been  thor- 
oughly prepared  for  their  work,  contributed  largely  to  make  the  term 
just  closed  successful  in  several  particulars.  A  lack  of  sufficient 
funds,  however,  stood  in  the  way  of  making  the  year's  results  en- 
tirely satisfactory;  the  passage  of  the  ''Coray  bill"  will  remedy  that 
drawback  next  term,  and  the  re-election  of  the  entire  corps  of  teach- 
ers, which  has  already  taken  place,  together  with  the  fact  that  a 
majority  of  them  will  attend  the  "summer  schools"  and  that  our 
board  of  controllers  are  thoroughly  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
schools,  promise  well  for  the  year  1897-8. 

For  the  first  time  during  my  sixteen  years  of  supervision  in  this 
city,  death  invaded  the  ranks  of  our  teaching  force;  last  November, 
Miss  Laura  May  Keen,  after  a  brief  illness,  was  called  from  her  work 
to  her  reward.  By  her  death  the  pupils  lost  a  devoted  friend,  the 
corps  an  inspiring  co-worker,  the  controllers  a  loyal,  earnest  and  suc- 
cessful teacher,  and  the  community  an  uplifting  and  directive  power 
that  will  be  missed  in  all  its  councils  for  the  advancement  of  morals 
and  religion. 


ITAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— John  J.  Mulhall. 


A  high  school  was  established  in  the  township  at  the  opening  of 
the  term  and  has  been  in  successful  operation  during  the  year. 
Thirty-one  different  pupils  have  been  enrolled  and  the  monthly  at- 
tendance has  averaged  twenty-three.     Forty-five  pupils  in  all  applied 
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foi  admissiuii.  A  piililic  fxaiuiuutiuii  for  lli<-  itiir]_>(js<'  of  (h-termiu- 
ing  the  qualification  of  Those  seeking  entrance  was  helfl,  with  the 
result  that  the  best  pupils  were  selected  and  the  others  dropped. 

The  question  of  organizing  the  school  in  accordance  with  the  act 
of  the  Legislature,  providing  for  the  establishment  of  township  high 
schools  was  debated,  but  it  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  directors 
and  others  interested  that  the  course  prescribed  therein  was  rather 
elaborate  and  that  a  higher  order  of  qualification  for  a  teacher  in  a 
township  high  school  than  is  usually  required  for  a  like  position  in 
a  city  or  borough  should  not  be  demanded.  In  a  word,  it  was  thought 
that  the  course  of  study  should  come  within  the  scope  of  a  normal 
school  diploma  or  other  high  grade  certificate.  Of  course,  the  ob- 
ject, or  at  least,  one  of  the  objects,  as  it  appears  to  me,  in  making  the 
course  so  comprehensive  in  the  act,  is  to  prevent  the  employment  of 
inferior  or  mediocre  teachers.  And  therein,  to  my  mind,  lies  much 
of  its  wisdom,  for  in  that  very  possibility — the  employment  of  unfit 
or  poor  teachers  lurks  the  great  danger  which  threatens  the  efficiency 
and  usefulness  of  the  township  high  school.  So  far  in  our  experience 
in  regard  to  ability  and  qualifications  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say 
that  we  have  in  charge  of  our  high  school  a  gentleman  able  and  capa- 
ble in  every  respect.  That  this  may  be  always  the  case  is  my  ardent 
wish. 

The  length  of  the  course  has  been  fixed  at  two  years  and  will,  no 
doubt,  be  extended  to  three  years  after  the  present  term.  The  course 
of  study  has  been  made  rather  elementary  for  a  beginning,  but  will 
in  all  probability  be  increased  as  time  moves  on.  The  course  of 
study  embraces  the  following  subjects:  Orthography,  penmanship, 
mental  arithmetic,  written  arithmetic,  English  grammar,  geogra- 
phy, including  physical  geography,  United  States  history,  physiol- 
ogy and  hygiene,  book-keeping,  Latin,  English  literature,  algebra, 
plane  geometry,  general  history,  civil  government,  drawing  and 
vocal  music. 

There  have  been  no  libraries  in  any  of  the  schools  up  to  this  time. 
At  one  of  the  recent  meetings  of  the  board  it  was  decided,  however, 
to  adopt  the  People's  encyclopaedia  and  place  a  set  in  each  grammar 
and  mixed  school. 

In  relation  to  the  relief  map  man,  the  chart  man,  the  globe  man 
and  all  the  other  men  of  that  ilk.  all  I  have  to  say  is  that  they  are 
intolerable  nuisances  and  a  great  annoyance  to  both  directors  and 
superintendents,  and  that  their  suppression  by  some  heroic  means 
or  another  would  be  a  blessing  and  a  benefit  to  the  public  schools 
of  Pennsj'lvania. 

Speaking  for  the  general  work  of  the  schools  for  the  year,  I  am 
pleased  to  state  that  it  has  been  on  the  whole  very  good. 

14-n-97 
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HOMESTEAD— J.  C.  Kendall. 


In  submitting  uiv  fourth  annual  report  I  am  pleased  to  note  sub- 
stantial progress  in  all  departments  of  school  work. 

At  the  opening  of  the  school  year,  manual  training  was  introduced 
in  all  grades  above  the  third  grade.  The  first  year's  work  was  com- 
pleted with  much  satisfaction  to  our  people.  While  pupils  are  not 
compelled  to  take  it,  yet  all  elect  it,  and  our  attendance  has  increased 
since  its  introduction.  Mr.  0.  M.  Schwab,  president  of  the  Carnegie 
Steel  Company,  bears  all  expenses  of  this  department,  and  will  erect 
a  well  equipped  building  for  the  manual  training  school. 

The  professional  zeal  of  our  teachers  was  earnest  and  thoughtful. 
A  class  in  psychology  was  sustained  during  the  year  with  much  inter- 
est and  will  be  continued  the  coming  year. 

Our  teachers  seek  to  use  the  most  improved  methods  in  teaching. 

With  few  exceptions,  our  teachers  hold  the  higher  grade  of  certifi- 
cate. The  days  of  the  provisional  certificate  are  numbered  in  pro- 
gressive school  districts.  All  teachers  hold  the  college  diploma  in 
the  high  school.  We  believe  scholarship  is  paramount  in  good  teach- 
ing, and  with  free  text-books  and  a  compulsory  school  law  we  have 
attained  the  ideal  school  of  this  grand  old  Commonwealth. 

Surely  those  who  were  educated  in  the  past  must  look  with  regret 
to  their  school  days.  But  since  we  live  in  this  age  of  progress  we 
forget  all  and  seek  how  to  still  further  the  child's  education. 

I  return  my  thanks  for  favors  received  from  the  Department  and 
other  school  agencies. 


HUNTINGDON— K  imber  Cleaver. 


In  taking  a  retrospective  view  of  our  school  work  for  the  past  year, 
we  believe  material  advancement  has  been  made  in  them. 
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Grading. 

How  to  ivjuh  IIk'  individual  in  tho  crowded  school  is  au  issue 
that  constantly  confronts  us.  Each  boy  and  girl  must  be  considered, 
the  bright,  the  dull,  the  ambitions  and  the  iTidilTerent,  if  we  would 
deal  with  them  as  rational  beings. 

The  system  of  graded  schools  exists  because  it  is  thought  that  by 
developing  a  subject  once  in  the  presence  of  twenty  pupils  is  more 
valuable  and  economical  than  by  presenting  the  same  topic  twenty 
times  with  but  one  pupil  before  the  teacher.  Besides  pupils  often 
help  each  other  by  questions  and  answers  where  the  teacher  fails. 
School  community  prepares  for  life  community.  But  while  the  class 
system  has  its  advantages  we  must  be  careful  to  avoid  contracting 
the  bright  pupil  to  the  point  of  mental  strangulation  and  of  elon- 
gating the  dull  child  almost  to  the  tension  of  intellectual  rupture. 
There  must  be  a  system  sufficiently  elastic  that  each  can  travel  along 
the  pathw^ay  of  knowledge  at  his  own  natural  pace.  To  meet  this 
demand  we  have  increased  the  number  of  steps  below  the  high  school 
in  order  that  any  boy  or  girl  who  by  his  diligence  and  ability  has 
demonstrated  fitness  for  the  next  higher  grade  is  at  any  time  in  the 
term  advanced.  There  are,  however,  general  promotions  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

High  School. 

The  requirements  for  admission  to  the  high  school  have  been  raised 
in  order  that  pupils  may  have  more  time  to  w^ork  that  belongs  pe- 
culiarly to  that  grade.  The  high  school  course  has  been  accord- 
ingly enriched  by  the  addition  of  German,  Greek,  several  of  the 
sciences,  solid  geometry,  trigonometry,  a  normal  course  for  teachers 
and  a  general  conformity  to  the  courses  prescribed  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  high  schools  of  the  ''first  class." 

With  the  emplo3'ment  of  classically  educated  instructors  in  this 
department  of  work,  the  youth  of  our  town  who  thirst  for  knowledge 
can  in  part  have  that  desire  gratified  by  remaining  at  home.  Our 
commencement  was  a  pronounced  success.  There  is  a  tendency  in 
many  places  to  do  away  with  the  speaking  of  the  graduates,  of  sub- 
stituting in  their  place  an  address  by  some  distinguished  orator  or 
educator.  While  we  favor  as  many  lectures  for  our  town  as  any 
other  person,  we  believe  that  on  graduation  day  we  should  hear  from 
the  graduates.  There  were  eleven  young  ladies  and  nine  young  gen- 
tlemen to  be  graduated,  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  school. 
Our  directors,  ever  planning  for  better  conditions  for  our  schools. 
have  under  way  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school  building.  Its  di- 
mensions are  75  feet  by  91  feet,  two  stories  in  height.  It  will  contain 
an  assembly  room  of  sufficient  size  to  seat  240  pupils,  4  recitation 
rooms,  a  laboratory,  a  library  and  a  superintendent's  office.     The 
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liiiil(lii);:  will  be  of  stoue  and  brick,  heated  and  ventilated  in  Mcrord 
nnce  witli  the  Sniend-Wills  &■  Co.'s  system. 

Primary  Reading. 

This  subject  has  received  quite  an  impetus  by  the  introduction 
of  the  Pollard  synthetic  system  of  reading.  By  this  method  the  pupil 
is  early  put  into  possession  of  the  key  that  will  unlock  for  him  the 
pronunciation  of  words.  He  learns  to  depend  upon  himself.  This 
plan  will  enable  the  learner  to  use  the  dictionary  and  in  this  respect 
he  will  be  better  than  those  who  have  gone  before  him  who  in  the 
grammar  grades  and  even  in  some  cases  not  rare,  in  the  high  school, 
who  on  looking  up  words  in  the  dictionar}^  were  unable  to  pronounce 
them.  We  are  sanguine  of  better  results  in  two  or  three  years  in 
this  very  important  branch. 

Vertical  Writing. 

This  system  has  been  given  a  trial  of  one  year  with  us.  It  is  a 
wonder  to  us  why  we  were  so  stupid  as  not  to  have  tried  it  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  On  reflection,  we  find  that  we  did  attempt  to  write 
straight  up  and  down,  but  our  teachers  constantly  corrected  us, 
smothering  nature's  way.  I  must  moralize:  "What  are  we  now 
teaching  our  boys  and  girls  that  will  not  stand  the  test  of  common 
sense?'' 

Libraries. 

Huntingdon  is  without  its  public  library.  In  the  schools  there 
are  two  libraries  of  reference  accessible  to  the  pupils  through  the 
teachers.  In  addition  to  these  we  have  a  well  selected  list  of  books 
covering  the  general  heads  of  literature.  There  are  in  the  three  li- 
braries about  1,300  volumes.  But  we  feel  there  are  not  enough 
books  suited  to  the  abilit}-  of  the  pupils  of  our  intermediate  grades, 
ranging  in  age  from  ten  to  fourteen  years.  We  want  more  copies  of 
good  books.  Some  books  are  read  fifty  times  by  as  man}'  pupils,  and 
there  are  more  than  fifty  books  that  are  never  read.  Pupils  could 
then  talk  in  their  own  way  about  the  contents  of  the  books  that  they 
have  read  in  common.  Not  much  rending  but  well  assorted  reading 
is  required. 

In  two  of  the  more  ambitious  rooms  the  pupils  each  contributed 
five  cents  each,  buying  thirty  or  forty  classic  selections  and  making 
a  circulating  library,  and  thus  giving  each  contributor  the  benefit 
of  thirty  or  forty  books  for  five  cents.  Our  library  fund  is  replen- 
ished each  year  from  the  proceeds  of  commencement.  This  year  we 
netted  f  67. 
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Miscellaneous. 

Realizing  the  peiniciuus  effect  of  the  cigarette  upon  uur  boys,  we 
organized  an  anti-cigai-ette  league,  enrolling  about  300  boys  and 
young  men.  A  suuill  percentage  of  this  number  has  been  unfaithful 
to  their  pledge.  But  the  teachers  have  noticed  a  marked  change 
for  the  better  in  power  of  attention  on  the  part  of  those  who  were 
formerly  addicted  to  this  habit. 

Arbor  day  was  observed  with  literary  exercises  and  in  a  practical 
way.  Funds  amounting  to  |87  were  contributed  by  a  liberal  citizen- 
ship and  by  the  schools.  Thirty  trees  of  Lombardy  poplars  and 
Norway  maples  were  planted;  five  large  flower  beds  were  made; 
thirty  rose  bushes  were  set  out  and  portions  of  the  school  ground 
were  sodded.  Each  school  planted  a  tree  or  helped  with  the  laying 
out  of  a  flower  bed. 

Our  teachers  have  been  very  earnest  in  their  work,  striving  by 
patient  study  to  know  how  to  teach  better.  Our  grade  meetings  and 
institutes  have  been  quite  an  aid  along  this  line. 

Our  directors  have  shown  that  their  official  relation  to  the  schools 
has  been  used  only  with  one  chief  end  in  view,  and  that  is  to  pro- 
vide the  most  favorable  conditions  for  the  education  of  onr  boys  and 
girls.     Huntingdon's  educational  prospects  are  bright. 


JOHNSTOWN— J.  M.  Berkev 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  first  annual  report  as 
superintendent  of  the  Johnstown  schools. 

The  year,  as  a  whole,  has  been  a  prosperous  and  promising  one 
for  our  schools.  The  attendance  of  pupils  was  increased  about  nine 
per  cent,  over  the  enrolment  of  the  preceding  year.  The  compulsory 
attendance  law  was  mildly  enforced  and  was  well  supported  by  all 
classes  of  our  people.  The  substantial  and  commodious  buildings 
erected  in  recent  years  and  the  extensive  repairs  made  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year,  have  given  to  the  people  of  Johnstown  most  cred- 
itable accommodations  for  the  public  schools.  There  was  some 
crowding,  however,  in  some  of  the  primary  schools,  and  a  number  of 
Ihe  teachers  had  as  many  as  seventy  to  eighty  pupils  in  regular 
iittendanoe.  a  mniiber  quite  too  large  with  which  to  do  effective  work. 
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But  a  new  four  room  buildiug  iu  course  of  coustructiou  iu  the  Twelfth 
ward,  and  a  new  high  school  building  under  way,  will  not  only  pro- 
vide the  necessary  school  accommodations  for  present  demands,  but 
will  also  provide  facilities  for  such  increase  in  school  population  and 
such  development  in  high  school  requirements  as  present  conditions 
seem  to  indicate. 

The  course  of  study  has  been  thoroughly  revised  and  so  extended 
as  to  meet  fully  the  existing  and  probable  future  needs  of  the  schools 
in  all  departments.  The  elementary  course  has  been  strengthened 
by  the  addition  of  American  literature,  Pennsylvania  history  and 
civics,  business  forms,  and  an  advanced  course  in  physiology  and 
hygiene.  While  these  subjects  seem  to  round  out  the  grammar 
school  work,  they  will  also  serve  to  link  the  interest  of  pupils  with 
the  high  school  course  to  which  they  are  intended  to  serve  as  an  intro- 
duction. Special  prominence  has  also  been  given  to  reading,  lan- 
guage and  nature  study  in  the  primary  grades  as  the  fundamental 
branches  in  elementary  work. 

The  high  school  course  has  been  modified  and  extended  to  meet 
more  full}'  the  wants  of  its  students.  Elementary  geology,  English 
history,  solid  geometry,  and  two  years'  additional  work  in  Latin 
have  been  added  to  the  regular  course.  Provision  has  also  been 
made  for  an  English  commercial  course  and  a  college  preparatory 
course  for  students  who  shall  prefer  either  to  the  regular  studies. 
The  aim  in  the  high  school,  as  in  the  lower  grades,  is  to  adapt  the 
course  of  instruction  to  the  individual  students  so  far  as  this  may 
be  in  harmony  with  economic  management  and  of  general  interest 
and  value  to  the  people  of  the  city.  The  city  high  school  is  the  peo- 
ple's college,  and  as  such  it  will  be  kept  in  sympathetic  touch  with 
those  who  contribute  to  its  support  and  receive  its  benefits.  To  this 
end  the  several  courses  of  study  will  take  shape  and  the  provisions 
suggested  will  be  carried  into  effect  as  speedily  as  existing  conditions 
shall  warrant. 

The  board  has  provided  special  supervisors  over  three  departments 
of  school  work,  viz:  Vocal  music,  drawing  and  primary  work.  While 
each  of  these  is  an  integral  part  of  the  general  school  system  of  the 
city  and  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent,  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  best  results  can  be  obtained  by  allowing  each  supervisor 
the  largest  possible  liberty  in  giving  plan  and  purpose  to  the  work 
in  hand  so  far  as  these  can  be  harmonized  with  the  general  manage- 
ment. At  the  same  time  it  has  been  my  constant  endeavor  to  empha- 
size the  teacher's  need  of  a  thorough  preparation  in  each  of  these 
special  departments.  However  valuable  special  supervision  may  be 
in  giving  systematic  direction  to  school  room  studies,  the  fact  re- 
mains that  satisfactory  results  can  be  expected  only  when  the  reg- 
ular teacher  lias  Tiiastercd  both  matter  and  method  and  lias  ;ni  in- 
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terest  iu  the  special  subject  quite  as  keen  as  iu  auj  otlier  braucli  of 
the  curriculum.  In  harmony  with  this  view,  all  teachers  were  re- 
quired to  secure  by  examination  a  certificate  of  competency  to  teach 
vocal  music  and  drawing,  unless  they  had  previously  pursued  some 
recognized  course  in  these  subjects.  The  purpose  of  this  require- 
ment was  not  to  dispense  with  supervisors,  but  rather  to  increase 
their  usefulness  and  efficiency  by  bringing  to  their  aid  a  full  corps  of 
teachers  able  to  carry  out  in  effective  detail  the  general  instructions 
given,  and  to  secure  to  the  schools  the  greater  practical  benefits  of  the 
special  studies. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  twenty  pupils  were  graduated  from  the 
high  school,  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  school. 

The  teachers,  as  a  class,  have  done  very  faithful  and  efficient  work. 
A  number  of  them  voluntarily  retired  at  the  close  of  the  year,  but 
their  places  have  been  well  filled  in  the  elections  for  the  next  term. 
With  the  constant  and  cordial  support  of  the  board  of  controllers, 
and  the  co-operation  of  a  generous  public,  we  look  forward  to  another 
successful  vear  in  the  Johnstown  schools. 


LANCASTER— K.  K.  Buehrle. 


The  best  thing  that  can  be  reported  of  our  city  schools  is  that  there 
has  been  peace  and  quiet,  hearty  co-operation,  and  as  a  consequence, 
steady  growth. 

New  Building. 

With  the  increase  of  our  population  there  naturally  follows  an 
increase  in  the  number  at  school,  which,  as  a  matter  of  course,  re- 
quires new  school  houses,  and  this  also  has  happened  to  us.  There 
is  now  in  course  of  construction  probably  the  finest  of  our  eight- 
room  buildings,  which  we  expect  to  occupy  at  the  opening  of  the 
next  term. 

Through  the  activity  of  our  committee  on  hygiene,  the  dry  closet 
system  has  been  abandoned  and  a  return  made  to  the  use  of  out-build- 
ings, separate  from  the  main  building.  This  plan,  while  more  expen- 
sive, will,  it  is  believed,  be  more  sanitary. 

City  Institute. 

The  first  annual  city  teachers'  iustitutf  was  held  in  the  high  school 
building,  from  August  31  to  September  4.  and  was  universally  pro- 
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uounced  a  marked  success.  Our  instructors  and  lecturers  were  the 
Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction; 
Dr.  J.  F.  Stahr,  president  Franklin  and  Marshall  College;  Prof.  M. 
G.  Brumbaugh,  president  Juniata  College;  Prof.  Walter  Sargent, 
assistant  State  supervisor  of  drawing.  Mass.;  Prof.  W.  W.  Deatrick, 
of  the  Keystone  State  Normal  School;  Prof.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  of  West 
Chester  State  Normal  School;  Miss  Carrie  Myers,  of  the  Millersville 
State  Normal  School,  and  Miss  Agnes  McMollan,  of  the  Bloomsburg 
State  Normal  School.  Among  our  city  teachers  valuable  service 
was  rendered  on  the  platform  by  Profs.  J.  P.  McCaskey,  Carl  Matz 
and  Carl  Therbahn,  and  Misses  Bella  Weitzel,  Emme  Brimmer  and 
Grace  Wylie.  Special  features  w^ere  the  mothers'  and  teachers'  con- 
ference, presided  over  by  Miss  Mary  Martin,  at  which  papers  were 
read  by  Mrs.  C.  F.  Rengier  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Pyott  on  the  part  of  the 
mothers,  and  Misses  Mary  Mussleman  and  Emily  Suydam  on  that  of 
the  teachers,  and  the  Wednesday  evening  lecture  on  a  "Day  in  Con- 
gress," by  Hon.  Mariott  Brosius,  which  was  replete  with  information 
along  the  line  of  civics. 

High  Schools. 

The  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  of  high  school  grade 
has  necessitated  the  opening  of  an  annex  to  the  boys'  high  school. 
This  arrangement  is,  of  course,  only  temporary,  for  the  time  will,  no 
doubt,  soon  arrive  when  our  people  will  demand  a  suitable  building 
or  buildings  for  the  high  schools  and  such  an  addition  to  the  teaching 
force,  and  such  modification  of  the  course  of  instruction  as  will,  in 
these  respects,  place  it  in  line  with  similar  institutions  in  other  cities. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law. 

The  law  requiring  the  attendance  at  school  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  eight  and  thirteen  years,  was  not  a  dead  letter  in  our  city. 
It  did  not  seem  necessary,  however,  to  call  on  the  strong  arm  of  the 
law  to  bring  children  to  school,  but  its  efifect  was  manifest  in  their 
more  regular  attendance.  I  have  no  doubt  that  as  the  people  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  beneficent  action  of  the  law,  its  utility 
will  be  greater  and  the  evasions,  if  any  sucli  have  been,  fewer. 


LEBANON— Cyrus  Boger. 


The  annex  to  our  high  school  building,  referred  to  in  my  last  re- 
port, will  be  ready  foi-  orcnpation  by  the  opening  of  the  next  school 
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term.     This  improvement  secures  six  new  school  rooms,  an  aesem 
\\j  room  large  enough  to  seat  five  hundred  perKons.  and  a  rapacious 
reading  room  for  the  library. 

Ooncerning  the  progress  of  the  schools,  there  seems  to  be  nothing 
special  to  report.  Our  examinations  proved  that  the  faithfulness 
of  the  teachers  has  not  abated,  and  on  commencement  evening  the 
twenty-one  graduates  of  the  high  school  showed  both  by  the  matter 
and  manner  of  their  productions  that  their  instruction  and  training 
was  careful  and  eflQcient. 

Directors  and  teachers  have  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  hearty 
co-operation  and  sympathy  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the 
schools. 


LOCK  HAVEN— Jno.  A.  Robb. 


In  presenting  my  twenty-second  annual  report  of  the  Lock  Haven 
public  schools,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  no  backward  steps. 

The  general  progress  of  the  schools  in  Lock  Haven  city  has  been 
good. 

Our  course  of  study  has  been  revised  during  the  year.  The  high 
school  curriculum  now  has  three  courses  of  study,  of  four  years  each, 
classical,  scientific  and  commercial.  Requirements  for  admission 
are:  Written  arithmetic  (common  school),  completed;  mental  arith- 
metic, completed;  United  States  history,  completed;  political  geog- 
raphy, completed;  algebra,  primary  book,  completed;  Latin,  begun. 
The  course  requires  nine  years  in  the  lower  grades.  We  think  we 
have  as  complete  a  course  as  there  is  any  in  the  State. 

The  thanks  of  our  people  are  due  to  Mr.  John  T.  Zimmerman, 
chairman  of  the  special  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  course  of 
study,  for  his  work  in  the  revision  of  the  course,  and  for  the  interest 
he  takes  in  the  welfare  of  all  the  schools.  He  is  almost  a  daily  visitor 
in  our  schools. 

The  average  attendance  has  been  larger  than  any  previous  year. 
This  is  due,  some,  to  the  compulsory  educational  law,  which  was 
fully  enforced. 

We  have,  during  the  year,  given  considerable  attention  to  improved 
methods  of  teaching  geography,  reading  and  language,  and  we  are 
convinced  that  we  have  done  better  this  year  than  we  did  last  year, 
and  we  all,  teachers  and  superintendent,  expect  to  do  better  next  year 
than  we  have  ever  done  before. 
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The  liigli  scbodl  ;:ra(ln;it('d  ;i  class  of  sixteen  pupils,  six  of  whom 
were  young  men. 

With  sincere  thanivs  to  all  who  lent  a  helping  hand,  and  profound 
gratitude  to  our  Merciful  Father  for  that  degree  of  prosperity  which, 
in  His  providence,  He  has  permitted  us  to  enjoy,  may  we,  as  school 
oflScers  and  teachers,  be  true  to  the  trust  committed  to  our  keeping, 
and  go  forward  with  the  hope  that  the  coming  years  will  bring  a  far 
richer  fruitage  than  we  have  gathered  in  the  past. 


LOWER  MERION,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  I.  Robb. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of 
our  schools.  While  we  had  a  general  increase  in  the  attendance  of 
more  than  one  hundred  pupils,  they  were  so  distributed  that  they 
did  not  evercrowd  any  school. 

We  have  not  made  any  changes  in  our  work  during  the  last  year. 
W^e  put  our  music  and  drawing  into  the  hands  of  a  competent  in- 
structor, and  have  gotten  very  gratifying  results. 

The  parents'  meetings  held  during  the  year  were  well  attended 
and  we  believe  have  done  much  for  the  schools.  Every  meeting  that 
brings  parents  and  teachers  together  to  consider  the  work  of  the 
schools  accomplishes  some  good. 

We  have  increased  our  work  in  supplementary  reading  and  now 
have  a  complete  course  containing  many  of  the  best  books  in  the 
Riverside  Series, 

Our  township  high  school  is  growing  in  number  of  pupils  and  in 
usefulness.  The  necessity  of  such  a  school  is  not  now  generally 
questioned.  We  believe  that  with  a  little  aid  given  directly  to  high 
schools  they  could  be  made  much  more  useful,  and  that  many  more 
townships  could  establish  them  and  give  the  country  boys  and  girls 
advantages  similar  to  those  given  in  the  cities  and  towns. 

The  scholarships  offered  by  Bryn  Mawr  and  Haverford  Colleges 
to  graduates  of  the  high  school  aided  us  in  setting  a  high  standard 
of  scholarship. 

The  high  school  excursion  to  Washington,  in  April,  was  the  most  en- 
joyoble  event  of  the  year.  The  superintendent,  with  a  party  of  sixty- 
seven  pupils  and  teachers,  left  Philadelphia  Friday  morning  and  re- 
turned late  Saturday  night,  having  spent  a  full  day  and  a  half  sight- 
seeing in  Washington.  The  reception  given  to  the  party  by  the  Presi- 
dent at  fho  White  House  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by  the  pupils. 
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Tlip  tlosiug  (lavs  uf  (he  terui  wcie  saddened  bv  the  sudden  death 
(tf  our  musie  and  drawing  teacher.  Mr.  Daniel  A.  Overholser.  He 
was  a  teacher  of  unusual  ability  in  all  school  work,  and  during  the 
two  .years  as  principal  of  the  Merion  Square  schools  he  endeared  him- 
self to  all  its  pupils.  As  a  special  teacher  in  the  townshij)  he  won 
the  hearts  of  all.  His  enthusiasm  and  sterling  Christian  character 
inspired  in  the  hearts  of  the  pupils  a  love  for  their  work  and  a  confi- 
dence in  him.  God  called  him  to  his  reward  early  in  life.  He  had 
just  passed  his  twenty-seventh  birthday.  His  influence  will  long  be 
felt  in  Lower  Merion  public  schools.  We  all  loved  and  honored  him 
for  his  true  worth. 


McKEESPORT— H.  F.  Brooks. 


The  schools  of  McKeesport  have  been  making  good  progress  during 
the  last  term,  mainly  along  the  lines  of  work  that  have  been  followed 
for  several  years.  Our  classes  in  the  different  grades  not  only  ad- 
vanced farther,  but  were  much  more  thorough  in  their  work  than  the 
corresponding  classes  of  the  previous  year.  This  condition  is  largely 
due,  we  think,  to  the  belief  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  that  they  are 
responsible  for  results.  We  had  a  good,  faithful  and  energetic  body 
of  teachers,  who  were  interested  in  the  moral,  physical,  social  and 
intellectual  advancement  of  the  children  given  into  their  charge. 
Too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  them  for  their  earnest  efforts  and 
co-operation  in  the  work  during  the  past  year. 

Our  board  of  education  has  wisely  concluded  to  extend  the 
high  school  course,  making  it  four  years  instead  of  three  years,  as  at 
present.  This  will  give  us  the  opportunity  of  doing  thorough  and 
more  extended  work  in  the  secondary  department  of  our  schools. 

No  money  was  spent  foolishly  in  our  city  during  the  past  year. 
Our  directors  have  been  progressive  and  enthusiastic  in  their  work, 
but  at  the  same  time  exercised  good  judgment  in  their  official  ca- 
pacity, and  provided  such  material  as  was  necessary  for  the  successful 
operation  of  the  schools.  During  the  year  the  members  of  our  board 
made  1,820  visits  to  the  schools;  this  is  conclusive  evidence  that  they 
are  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the  schools. 
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MAHANOY  CITY— W.  N.  Ehrhart. 


It  is  a  matter  of  very  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  be  able  to  say  that 
the  past  3'ear  has  been  one  of  progress  in  relation  to  our  schools. 
To  me  personally  it  has  been  very  pleasant  and  happy.  My  rela- 
tions with  pupils,  parents,  teachers  and  directors  have  been  of  the 
most  agreeable  character.  Our  teachers  have  shown  themselves 
zealous,  conscientious  and  competent  workers.  Our  pupils  have, 
on  the  whole,  manifested  a  spirit  of  teachableness  and  a  disposition 
of  obedience. 

1  cannot  say  that  any  special  innovations  have  been  introduced. 
AVith  the  exception  that  geography  has  been  begun  in  the  third  grade 
instead  of  in  the  fourth,  as  heretofore;  that  a  year  has  been  added 
to  the  study  of  geometrj';  that  algebra  and  civics  have  been  begun 
a  year  earlier,  and  that  chemistry  and  the  study  of  Caesar  have  been 
introduced — no  changes  have  been  made  in  the  curriculum.  A  little 
more  ground  has  been  covered  than  formerly,  and  it  is  believed  that 
our  work  has  been  more  systematically  and  thoroughly  done.  Great 
efforts  have  been  put  forth  to  adapt  instruction  to  the  mental  ca- 
pacity of  the  child. 

Supervision  and  Examinations. 

The  work  of  supervision  has  been  most  thorough,  more  than  one 
thousand  visits  having  been  made  during  the  year.  The  pupils  were 
thoroughly  examined  the  last  month  of  the  term,  partly  by  the  super- 
intendent in  person,  and  partly  by  the  teachers,  under  the  direction 
of  the  superintendent.  Results  are,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 
These  examinations  had  a  marked  effect  on  the  attendance.  While 
the  enrolment  for  the  last  month  of  the  present  term  was  about  one 
hundred  in  excess  of  that  of  the  last  of  the  previous  one,  the  daily 
attendance  was  greater  by  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty,  thus 
showing  the  stimulus  given  when  when  pupils  and  parents  are  made 
to  understand  that  fitness  for  promotion  is  at  least  partly  determined 
by  a  final  examination. 

Compulsory  Attendance. 

Fortunately  there  was  but  little  need  of  compulsion  in  this  matter. 
About  one  hundred  notices  were  served  on  parents.  The  number  of 
children  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  thirteen  who  failed  to  make 
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the  time  leqiiired  by  law  was  very  small,  probably  less  than  a  score, 
aud  most  of  these  were  excused  for  good  reasonf*.  The  compulsory 
attendance  law  is  a  wise  one,  and  marks  an  era  in  school  legislation. 
The  present  law  shonld,  however,  be  so  modified  as  to  require  all  chil- 
dren between  the  ages  of  seven  and  thirteen  to  atlend  school  at  least 
one  hundred  days  in  a  year.  It  should  also  require  children  above 
thirteen  to  attend  school  unless  they  have  permanent  employment. 
Irregular  attendance  is  the  greatest  hindrance  to  progress,  especially 
in  primary  schools.  But  for  the  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of 
parents  attendance  in  these  schools  would  be  at  least  ten  per  cent, 
better. 

PJvening  Schools. 

These  schools  were  open  for  a  period  of  four  months,  and  were  at- 
tended by  boys  only.  Three  teachers  were  employed.  Instruction 
was  confined  mainly  to  reading,  writing,  spelling  and  arithmetic. 
The  total  number  enrolled  was  one  hundred  and  fifty,  but  the  average 
attendance  per  evening  was  only  seventy-six,  which  does  not  show 
a  high  degree  of  interest. 

The  High  School. 

Our  high  school  continues  to  make  progress.  The  rooms  were 
filled  to  their  utmost  capacity.  This  school  has  four  classes  and  a 
four  years'  course.  The  branches  at  present  taught  are  physiology. 
United  States  History,  general  history,  political  and  physical  geog- 
raphy, civics,  physics,  rhetoric  and  book-keeping,  each  one  year; 
Latin,  arithmetic,  English  grammar,  geometry  and  trigonometry, 
each  two  years;  algebra,  three  years,  and  psychology  and  chemistry, 
each  one  half  of  a  term.  With  the  State  aid  contemplated  by  the 
law  of  1895,  with  an  additional  teacher,  with  a  little  less  haste  to  get 
through  the  grammar  schools,  and  with  better  facilities  in  the  shape 
of  room  and  apparatus,  Mahanoy  City  could  ere  long  have  a  high 
school  of  the  first  grade.  A  class  of  fifteen  was  graduated.  A  very 
interesting  and  highly  entertaining  program  of  essays,  orations  and 
music  was  rendered  at  the  commencement  exercises  held  May  27. 
Fifty-nine  pupils  were  graduated  from  the  three  grammar  schools. 
Nearly  all  of  these  will  enter  the  high  school.  It  should  also  be 
added  that  spelling  and  rhetorical  exercises  in  the  shape  of  compo- 
sitions and  declamations  are  continued  throughout  the  entire  high 
school  course. 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

A  teachers'  meeting  was  held  every  Monday  evening  during  the 
term,  the  sessions  lasting  from  4.30  to  6  o'clock.  Classes  from  the 
several  grades  were  brought  and  taught  before  the  teachers,  after 
which  the  lesson  was  discussed,  merits  pointed  OTit  and  criticism 
made.     The  teachers  also  look  a  course  in  })edagogy  under  the  tui- 
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tiou  of  the  superiuteiident.     Koark's  Psychology  iu  Education  was 
used  as  a  basis.     Grade  meetings  were  also  held  from  time  to  time. 

The  Public  Library. 

Ill  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  recent  act  rehiting  to 
public  libraries,  trustees  were  elected,  and  ooie-fourth  of  a  mill,  yield- 
ing six  hundred  dollars,  was  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  public  library.  This  sum  was  used  for  the  purchase  of  books,  print- 
ing of  catalogues,  etc.  The  sura  of  |5G4.70  was  used  for  the  purchase 
of  books,  and  |87.25  for  the  printing  of  catalogues  and  application 
cards.  The  sum  of  |8.41J,  realized  from  the  sale  of  catalogues  and  the 
collection  of  fines,  has  been  paid  to  the  treasurer,  thus  making  the 
cost  of  the  library  for  the  year  ending  June  1st,  18t)7,  |503.46.  There 
were  about  360  volumes  in  the  old  library,  know^n  as  the  high  school 
library.  These  added  to  the  new  books  purchased,  makes  the  whole 
number  of  volumes  068.  The  books  are  classified  as  fiction,  juve- 
niles, education,  economic,  social  and  political  science  and  philosophy, 
history  and  biography  and  miscellaneous,  including  poetry.  The 
library  was  thrown  open  to  the  public  about  February  1st,  and  has 
enjoyed  an  excellent  patronage  from  old  and  young  from  the  very 
beginning.  If  future  boards  show  the  same  degree  of  liberality  as 
the  present,  the  public  library  is  destined  to  become  the  most  popular 
institution  of  the  town. 

In  conclusion,  I  unhesitatingly  express  the  belief  that  our  schools 
have  made  healthy  progress  during  the  year.  Richer  in  experience 
than  in  the  past,  it  is  but  fair  to  look  for  something  still  better  during 
the  coming  term.  In  one  particular,  however,  I  feel  dissatisfied.  I 
refer  to  drawing  and  music.  These  branches  are  worthy  of  more  sys- 
tematic attention.  Our  day  and  generation  demand  that  our  public 
schools  give  broad,  symmetrical  culture.  The  hand  as  well  as  the 
head,  the  sensibilities  as  well  as  the  intellect  should  be  made  respon- 
sive to  the  child's  future  welfare  and  happiness.  It  is,  therefore, 
hoped  that  action  at  least  on  the  matter  of  drawing  will  be  taken 
at  an  early  date. 


MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP,  SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Frank  J. 

Noonan. 


Our  school  term,  wliich  closed  .luiie  4,  was  simply  a  continuation 
of   the  work   of   the   preN  ions  year.      Xolhiiig   new   or  slai'tliiig   was 
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introduced,  but  we  have  every  reasou  to  believe  that  better  results 
were  obtained  than  during  any  previous  term. 

I  regret  that  we  can  not  boast  of  a  public  library,  uor  yet  of  a  school 
library.  The  lack  of  these  highly  desirable  things  is  explained,  in  a 
great  measure,  when  I  state  that  we  have  not  a  single  freeholder  in 
the  district.  The  class  referred  to  in  your  circular  of  April  19,  has 
long  since  learned  to  pass  us  by.  Our  expenditure  for  apparatus 
during  the  past  year  was  two  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  per 
school. 


MEADVILLE— H.  V.  Hotchkiss. 


The  school  authorities  of  this  city  are  sparing  no  effort  to  pro- 
vide suitable  facilities  for  the  education  of  the  children  in  the  dis- 
trict. A  new  eight  room  building,  perfect  in  every  respect,  will  be 
ready  for  use  September  1, 1897.  With  the  additional  teaching  force 
that  this  building  will  enable  us  to  employ,  we  shall  be  able  to  give 
closer  and  more  careful  attention  to  the  needs  of  every  individual 
child  than  we  have  ever  been  able  to  give  before. 

The  idea  is  constantly  becoming  more  potent  in  the  management 
of  our  schools,  that  the  schools  exist  for  the  children ;  and  by  children 
we  mean  not  an  intangible  mass,  but  two  thousand,  more  or  less,  real 
persons. 

We  believe  that  studies  should  be  selected  for  the  course  that 
shall  add  to  the  happiness  of  the  pupil,  both  during  school  days  and 
during  life.  The  ultimate  great  end  of  education  is  happiness;  and 
those  having  control  of  courses  of  study  and  methods  in  school  should 
see  to  it  that  there  be  ample  provision  for  those  things  that  shall 
awaken  the  nobler  sentiments  and  that  shall  be  a  constantly  growing 
source  or  satisfaction  and  inspiration  as  the  years  of  life  pass  by. 
This  provision  is  constantly  becoming  more  imperative  for  several 
causes. 

We  fuly  realize  that  the  opportunities  afforded  a  system  of  city 
schools  for  doing  a  great  work  are  almost  limitless  and  that  the 
responsibilities  are  correspondingly  great. 
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MIDDLETOWX— H.  H.  Weber 


The  iufi'eatse  in  the  enrolment  of  pupils  made  it  necessai^  to  open 
an  additional  primary  school,  and  another  teacher  was  also  added  to 
the  high  school  faculty. 

No  important  innovations  were  made  during  the  year.  '"A  roll- 
ing stone  gathers  no  moss,"  so  too  frequent  changes  in  the  course 
of  stud^'  or  methods  of  teaching  are  not  advantageous  for  the  lasting 
improvement  of  the  school.  The  results  of  the  large  majority  of 
teachers  were  encouraging,  and  their  works  prove  conclusively  that 
Dr.  Schaeffer's  ''dead  line''  has  not  been  reached. 

The  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  high  school  graduated  this 
year,  nineteen  girls  and  five  boys. 

Hon.  C.  M.  Speer,  of  Oil  City,  addressed  the  class  at  commence- 
ment. His  wholesome  advice  elicited  many  favorable  comments. 
A  number  of  the  class  of  '97  will  enter  higher  institutions  of  learning 
the  coming  fall  or  winter. 

Middletow^n  has  no  public  library  where  books  are  loaned  for  a 
certain  length  of  time.  A  choice  selection  of  books  is  found  in  tbe 
library  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  Pupils  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  and  spend  hours  there  in  search  of  the 
knowledge  and  the  inspiration  to  be  gleaned  from  this  treasure 
house. 

What  was  called  a  public  school  library  a  few  years  ago  was  a 
misnomer. 

W^ith  the  proceeds  accruing  from  entertainements,  with  the  dues 
of  the  high  school  literary  society,  in  connection  with  an  annual 
allowance  by  the  board,  an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty-five  dollars, 
we  have  been  able  to  form  the  nucleus  for  what  we  believe  to  be 
the  establishment  of  an  ideal  public  school  library.  Quality  not 
quantity  has  characterized  our  selections.  The  pupils  delight  in 
drawing  from  this  fountain  of  information,  and  considering  the 
scarcity  of  volumes,  merely  to  entertain,  with  those  most  eagerly 
consulted,  evidences  the  belief  that  the  pupils  read  to  learn. 
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MIFFLIN  TOWNSHIP,  ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— J.  M.  Keed. 


No  comparison  of  school  work  here  for  the  year  just  closed  can 
be  made  with  that  of  former  years,  as  this  is  my  first  year  in  connec- 
tion with  these  schools,  and  there  are  no  records  of  former  work 
before  me. 

When  I  came  here  I  found  a  very  intelligent,  wide  awake  school 
board,  managing  the  schools  as  well  as  it  is  possible  for  six  men 
actively  engaged  in  other  business  to  do  where  there  is  such  a  large 
district  as  this.  This  board  has  shown  and  is  still  making  manifest 
its  desire  to  have  excellent  schools  here. 

Within  the  year  one  new  school  house  was  built.  It  is  placed  in 
the  best  obtainable  location.  The  building  is  32x28x14  feet,  with 
two  cloak  rooms  attached.  It  is  so  lighted  that  the  light  comes  to 
the  pupil  from  the  rear  and  left,  and  in  it  is  placed  the  best  of  school 
furniture  and  the  required  amount  of  good  blackboards.  This  is  a 
very  good  building,  secured  for  little,  if  any,  more  outlay  of  money 
than  a  poor,  unsuitable  building  would  have  cost. 

The  difference  between  a  good  school  house  and  a  poor  one  is  not 
so  much  in  the  money  expended  upon  it  as  in  the  judgment  exercised 
in  its  arrangement. 

New  and  additional  blackboards  were  placed  in  twelve  rooms, 
where  the  boards  were  poor  or  lacking  in  amount.  Where  rooms 
were  so  seated  that  the  light  came  in  front  or  to  the  right  of  pupils, 
the  arrangement  of  these  seats  was  so  changed  as  to  avoid  the  injury 
to  the  eyes  caused  by  this  bad  arrangement.  They  are  now  arranged 
to  admit  the  light  from  the  rear  and  left  of  pupils. 

The  board  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  its  care  of  the  financial  part 
of  its  work.  Such  care  and  judgment  were  shown  in  the  handling 
and  use  of  the  money  of  the  district  that  although  a  number  of 
needed  improvements  were  made,  the  board  closed  its  year's  business 
with  a  nice  balance  on  hand. 

The  superintendent  visited  all  of  the  schools  frequently,  making  in 
all  five  hundred  and  seventeen  visits;  he  held  meetings  with  teachers 
and  directors,  and  in  all  these  lines  of  work  gave  such  suggestions 
and  help  as  were  thought  best  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools. 

The  majority  of  our  teachers  were  well  prepared  and  did  good 
work.  Good  teachers  like  criticism  of  their  work  and  it  is  this  class 
that  can  be  helped  most. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  the  schools  were  left  organized,  ready  to 
15-5-97 
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begiu  active  work  at  the  opening  of  the  next  term.  There  is  on  tile 
a  complete  record  of  each  school,  showing  the  standing  and  advance- 
ment of  each  pupil,  and  to  each  pupil  who  remained  in  school  until 
its  close,  was  given  a  certificate  which  he  will  present  at  the  opening 
of  next  term.  This  certificate  entitles  the  holder  to  be  placed  at  once 
in  the  class  to  which  he  belongs. 

As  you  requested  a  report  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  school  ap- 
paratus, I  can  say  that  there  are  in  the  schools  of  the  district  about 
ten  sets  of  relief  maps,  costing  $85  per  set,  and  eight  tellurians,  cost- 
ing 142.50  each. 

Since  my  connection  with  the  schools  "Webster's  International 
Dictionary"  and  "Atlas  of  the  World"  have  been  purchased  for  each 
school,  and  although  many  offers  have  been  made  by  the  persistent 
agent,  no  sales  have  been  made  recently,  except  as  here  stated. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  our  board  that  a  case  be  placed  in  the 
room  where  the  board  meets,  in  which  can  be  put  from  time  to  time 
samples  and  circulars  concerning  new  publications  and  school  ap- 
pliances, so  that  directors  and  teachers  can  see  for  themselves  what 
is  in  the  market.  Then  there  could  be  selected  and  purchased  at 
lowest  market  price,  a  grain  of  wheat,  now  and  then,  from  the  chaff, 
making  the  selection  in  accordance  with  the  wants  of  the  teachers 
and  the  pupil,  rather  than  on  account  of  the  persistent  effort,  the  dis- 
interested (?)  recommendation,  the  personal  influence,  and  the  kind 
benevolence  of  the  block  and  chart  man.  There  is  a  proper  and 
an  improper  line  of  work,  and  way  of  working  for  agents. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  improvements  in  our  schools  and  hope 
during  the  coming  term  to  have  in  every  school  room  a  small  library 
containing  carefully  selected,  interesting  and  profitable  reading  for 
the  pupils,  also  a  book  table,  containing  such  books  and  periodicals 
as  are  found  on  the  library  table  of  well  regulated  homes  where  chil- 
dren are  properly  trained. 

When  we  have  within  reach  of  every  child  a  school  room  of  proper 
size,  properly  located  and  lighted,  heated,  ventilated  and  seated  in 
accordance  with  the  highest  intelligence  governing  these  subjects, 
having  the  entire  space  around  the  room  where  the  doors  and  win- 
dows do  not  interfere,  occupied  by  good  blackboards,  a  few  good 
reference  books,  such  a  library  and  book  table  as  here  mentioned,  in- 
creased as  the  wants  of  the  school  require,  one  good  outline  map 
of  the  world,  costing  not  more  than  (|5)  five  dollars,  a  small  globe, 
one  or  two  good  pictures'  on  the  walls,  the  needed  text -books  and 
supplies,  all  under  wise,  intelligent,  progressive,  general  manage- 
ment and  in  charge  of  a  well  prepared,  ])rogressive,  big  hearted 
teacher — the  most  important  factor  of  a  well  ('(juipped  school  room — 
then,  and  not  until  then,  are  the  conditions  what  they  should  be  and 
can  be  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  every  community. 

These  conditions  are  such  as  can  be  fullv  realized,  and  that  too 
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without  an  increase  in  the  total  cost  to  the  school  district.  A  wise 
expenditure  of  money  is  what  is  required  in  school  affairs  throughout 
the  State.  The  school  funds  should  be  so  spent  that  the  taxpayer 
can  know  it  without  looking  at  his  tax  receipt  or  consulting  the 
financial  report  of  the  school  district.  He  should  be  enabled  to  know 
this  by  the  substantial  improvement  that  he  sees  in  his  and  his 
neighbor's  children  as  a  result  of  longer  school  terms,  a  better  class 
of  teachers,  a  systematic  connection  of  one  year's  work  with  that 
of  another,  and  a  wise  equipment  of  the  school  room  in  accordance 
with  the  wants  of  the  teachers  and  the  pupils. 

I  thank  teachers,  directors,  parents,  pupils,  associate  superintend- 
ents and  the  School  Department  for  support  and  assistance  in  my 
work. 


MILTON— L.  A.  Beardsley. 


In  spite  of  the  fact  that  during  the  past  year  there  was  much 
sickness  among  teachers  and  pupils,  the  percentage  of  attendance 
and  the  average  attendance  were  better  than  for  the  previous  year. 

Four  handsome  banners,  bearing  respectively  the  following  in- 
scriptions, were  made  by  a  committee  of  teachers:  First  in  Prompt- 
ness, Second  in  Promptness,  First  in  Attendance,  Second  in  Attend- 
ance. The  device  is  not  a  new  one,  but  it  worked  admirably  in  re- 
ducing the  number  of  tardy  marks  and  in  increasing  the  regularity 
of  attendance.  The  rivalry  among  schools  for  these  banners  was 
such  as  to  assist  the  teacher  very  materially.  So  great,  in  fact,  was 
the  interest  in  securing  a  banner  and  retaining  it,  that  a  majority 
of  the  pupils  tended  to  insist  on  promptness  and  regularity. 

The  compulsory  law  worked  fairly  well.  We  experience  very  little 
trouble  in  getting  those  that  come  under  its  provisions  to  attend 
school.  The  board,  however,  that  the  law  might  be  fully  enforced, 
hired  an  attendance  oflScer  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  school 
year. 

The  general  teachers'  meetings  were  held  as  usual,  once  a  week. 
Quick's  Educational  Reformers,  together  with  the  journal,  Educa- 
tional Foundations,  were  used  as  a  basis  for  weekly  programmes. 

A  course  of  university  extension  lectures,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
High  School  Alumni  Association,  was  organized,  and  proved  a  de- 
cided success.    Dr.  W.  Clarke  Robinson  was  the  lecturer.    The  asso- 
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ciatiou  chose  his  popular  course,  "The  English  Poets  of  the  Revolu- 
tion Age.-'  During  the  fall  of  1897  Dr.  Robinson  will  give  the  course 
"Shakespeare,  the  Man  and  His  Mind." 

The  school  library  received  during  the   vear  about   one  hundred 
volumes  and  pamphlets. 


MT.  CARMEL— Samuel  H.  Dean. 


Our  public  schools  have  been  open  180  days  this  year,  and  the 
night  schools  80  days. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  general  advancement  all  along  the  line 
up  to  our  high  school.  During  the  year  our  teachers'  meetings  have 
not  only  been  fully  attended,  but  the  teachers  have  shown  more 
earnestness  and  desire  to  work  up  and  fit  for  better  work.  The  reg- 
ular monthly  meetings  of  our  drawing  supervisor  has  put  us  on  a 
basis  that  never  could  be  reached  by  us  without  this  skillful  super- 
visor. 

During  the  year  a  handsome  ten  room  building  has  been  finished, 
ready  for  fall  opening. 

The  greatest  drawbacks  to  our  work  have  been  the  measles  and 
other  contagious  diseases. 

All  but  one  of  our  teachers  attended  the  county  institute  at 
Sunbury. 

We  fail  to  understand  why  it  should  be  held  at  Christmastime.  Our 
teachers  would  like  to  attend  at  the  close  of  vacation  and  then  use 
during  the  school  year  what  they  learn.  Many  pupils  cannot  attend 
school  during  September,  but  can  at  Xmas.  This  is  true  of  the 
country  boys  as  well  as  in  our  mining  towns. 

The  result  is  that  two  boroughs  do  not  send  their  teachers  and 
others  are  likely  to  do  the  same  in  the  near  future.  The  institute 
should  be  run  to  help  the  teachers  most  and  to  accommodate  the 
pupils  also. 


No..').  NKW   l{l{K!HT()N.  22'J 


NANTICOKE— J.  W.  Uriffitb. 


The  schools  of  our  borouj^h  were  in  operation  during  ihe  past  year 
180  days,  and  40  teachers  were  employed;  2,031  pupils  were  enrolled, 
making  an  average  attendance  of  1,390. 

Since  January  the  attendance  has  been  fair,  but  earlier  in  the 
school  year  an  epidemic  of  measles  so  affected  the  attendance  that 
the  schools  had  to  be  closed  for  a  week,  and  after  the  reopening  a 
large  number  of  pupils  failed  to  report  promptly.  This  misfortune 
materially  handicapped  the  teachers  in  their  work. 

During  the  month  of  February  the  directors  began  to  enforce  the 
compulsory  school  law,  and  according  to  the  list  received  from  the 
commissioners  by  the  secretary  of  the  board,  all  the  children  except 
ing  five,  in  the  borough,  who  came  under  the  act,  were  attending 
either  the  public  or  private  schools.  From  my  own  observation,  how- 
ever, I  feel  sure  that  the  assessors  performed  their  work  carelessly. 
The  school  board  has  taken  steps  to  remedy  this  defect.  I  believe 
the  enumeration  for  the  coming  year  will  show  that  from  250  to  300 
children  were  overlooked  by  the  last  year's  assessors.  Defective  as 
the  compulsory  school  law  is,  it  has  already  proved  itself  a  potent 
factor  in  awakening  interest  in  educational  matters.  The  amount 
of  good  resulting  from  this  law  cannot  be  overestimated  and  many 
a  parent,  as  well  as  pupil,  will,  in  the  near  future,  be  thankful  that 
such  a  law  has  been  enacted.     Let  it  be  enforced. 

The  new  school  building  opened  January  4th  is  a  valuable  addition 
to  our  school  property.  It  is  an  eight  room  structure  and  representa- 
tive of  the  general  advance  movement  which  our  school  board  has 
taken  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  our  schools. 


NEW  BRIGHTON— J.  Burdette  Richev. 


Teachers'  Meetings. 

We  held  ten  general  teachers'  meetings,  twenty-five  Monday  even- 
ing meetings  and  a  great  number  of  grade  meetings  during  the  year. 
The  general  teachers'  meetings  were  very  well  attended.     On  each 
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Mouday  eveuing,  from  seveu  to  eight  o'clock,  we  held  a  class  for  the 
younger  teachers.  During  part  of  the  year  we  studied  American 
history  and  the  remainder  of  the  year  we  read  and  discussed  "A 
Study  of  Child  Nature/'  by  Elizabeth  Harrison,  of  Chicago.  The  aim 
of  these  meetings  has  been  to  study  the  principles  of  education  and 
apply  them  to  the  practical  work  of  the  school  room. 

The  compulsor}'  school  law  has  been  enforced  with  little  or  no 
diflSculty.  In  my  opinion,  the  new  law  is  a  very  grear  improvement 
over  the  old  one. 

The  free  text-book  law  has  been  a  blessing  to  all.  Since  books  and 
supplies  have  been  furnished  free  to  our  pupils  the  attendance  in 
the  grammar  and  high  school  has  been  increased  fifty  i)er  cent. 

It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pride  that  we  state  that  our  board  of  edu- 
cation has  never  been  guilty  of  spending  the  public  money  for  expen- 
sive and  useless  maps. 

On  Monday,  February  22,  our  schools  observed  Washington's  birth- 
day by  singing  patriotic  songs,  and  reading  and  reciting  appropriate 
selections.  The  rooms  were  decorated  with  flags,  pictures  and 
flowers.     It  was  a  very  happy  day  for  the  children. 

Several  hundred  parents  and  friends  of  education  visited  the 
schools  on  Friday,  May  21,  to  inspect  the  work  of  the  pupils,  which 
had  been  placed  on  exhibition  for  that  pui'pose.  We  are  confident 
that  the  exhibition  days  do  our  schools  a  great  good.  The  public 
schools  belong  to  the  public,  and  in  view  of  this  fact  no  pain 
should  be  spared  on  part  of  directors,  superintendents  and  teachers 
to  acquaint  the  public  with  the  work  being  done  in  them. 

In  closing,  we  wish  to  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  the  board 
of  education,  teachers,  pupils  and  parents  for  the  uniform  courtesy 
and  cordial  co-operation  in  the  work  during  the  year. 


NEW  CASTLE— J.  W.  Canon. 


School  Accommodations. 

In  a  growing  city  like  this  one  of  the  most  pressing  questions  is 
the  furnishing  of  proper  school  accommodations  for  the  ever  increas- 
ing number  of  pupils.  This  pressure  has  for  the  time  being,  (;rowded 
our  high  school  into  a  building  not  centrally  located,  and  not  in  all 
respects  well  arranged  for  high  school  use.     But  by  this  transfer  all 
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the  sc'liools  of  the  city  are  j)r()vi(l('d  wi(h  ((niifuitubk'  qiiarlcrs,  and  it 
is  expected  that  in  the  near  future  onr  flourishing  high  school  will 
be  provided  with  a  building  that  will  meet  every  reasonable  require 
ment  as  to  location,  plan  and  equipment. 

Joint  Institute. 

After  several  years  experience  in  holding  separate  institutes  for 
the  teachers  of  the  city  and  county,  it  was  thought  best  for  the  city 
and  county  to  unite  their  forces,  and  by  thus  reducing  expenses,  to 
procure  as  instructors  the  very  best  talent  available.  Accordingly, 
a  joint  institute  was  held  in  this  city  in  October.  It  was  generally 
regarded  as  very  successful,  and  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  opinion 
that  the  cause  of  education  was  much  advanced  by  this  union  of 
effort,  and  it  is  expected  that  this  policy  will  be  continued  for  a  time 
at  least. 

Pollard  Method. 

The  Pollard  method  of  teaching  reading  was  introduced  at  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year.  Able  assistance  in  its  introduction 
and  use  was  given  by  Mrs.  Rebecca  S.  Pollard,  and  Miss  Agnes 
McMollen,  and  it  is  believed  that  eflficiency  in  the  teaching  of  reading 
was  greatly  promoted.  Teachers  were  induced  to  master  for  them- 
selves, and  to  teach  to  their  pupils  the  use  of  diacritical  marks,  as 
well  as  the  more  important  rules  for  the  spelling  and  pronunciation 
of  our  language.  The  study  of  phonics  resulted  in  both  teachers 
and  pupils  being  able  to  produce  and  to  recognize  the  elementary 
sounds.  The  voices  of  the  pupils  were  greatly  strengthened,  and  their 
articulation  much  improved  by  this  practice.  The  pupils  were  given 
the  power  to  help  themselves,  the  power  to  ^'translate"  the  printed 
words  of  their  elementary  reading  books  into  the  spoken  words  of 
their  own  vocabularies.  The  spelling  was  also  greatly  helped  by 
the  "marking  and  sounding,''  as  by  this  exercise  the  order  of  the 
letters  in  the  word  is  impressed  on  the  mind.  This  "marking," 
"sounding,"  and  "pronouncing"  is  only  a  preparation  for  reading. 
The  word  when  pronounced  must  bring  a  meaning  to  the  child,  and 
the  group  of  words  making  the  sentence  must  convey  the  thought 
of  the  author.  Great  tact  and  skill  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  are 
needed  to  enable  her  to  assist  the  pupil  in  comprehending  the  thought, 
and  in  acquiring  a  taste  for  that  which  is  good  in  literature.  For  the 
true  test  of  all  teaching  of  reading  is  the  leaving  the  child  not  only 
with  the  ability  to  read,  but  with  a  taste  for  good  reading. 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

Ward  meetings  of  the  teachers  were  held  in  all  the  wards  weekly. 
These  wore  directed  by  the  ward  principals,  and  in  them  all  the 
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practical  phases  of  school  work  were  discussed.  Monthly  mectiugs 
of  all  the  teachers  were  held,  and  in  these  the  more  general  questions 
of  theory  and  practice  were  considered.  Commendable  interest  in 
all  these  meetings  was  shown  by  the  teachers. 

Special  Teachers. 

The  work  in  penmanship  and  vocal  music  was  supervised  by  special 
teachers.  Vertical  writing  was  introduced  in  the  primary  and  inter- 
mediate grades,  with  very  satisfactory  results.  A  public  exhibition 
of  w^hat  had  been  accomplished  in  vocal  music  was  aiforded  by  the 
Ma}'  festival,  under  the  direction  of  the  musical  supervisor.  Every 
school  in  the  city  was  represented.  The  higher  grades  by  a  grand 
chorus  of  four  hundred  voices,  and  the  lower  grades  by  songs  and 
various  musical  specialties.  The  net  proceeds,  after  paying  all  ex- 
penses, were  three  hundred  dollars.  Two  hundred  dollars  of  the 
money  thus  realized  is  to  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  organs  for 
the  schools,  and  one  hundred  dollars  for  books  for  the  school  library. 

Compulsory  Law. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  probably  as  well  enforced 
as  most  of  our  laws,  and  better  than  many  of  them.  Three  of  the 
ward  principals  were  appointed  attendance  officers  in  addition  to 
their  other  duties.  By  their  diligent  co-operation  with  teachers  and 
superintendent  every  pupil  on  the  lists  furnished  by  the  assessors 
was  brought  into  the  public  or  private  schools,  or  was  excused  by 
the  board  of  controllers.  The  amendments  made  to  the  law  by  the 
last  Legislature  will  add  much  to  its  efficiency,  and  the  future  policy 
will  be  to  strictly  enforce  it. 

Free  Text  Books. 

The  free  text-book  law  stands  the  test  of  experience  here  as  it  has 
everywhere  it  has  been  tried.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  however,  that  it 
leaves  most  homes  entirely  without  text-books,  and  many  destitute 
of  books  of  any  kind.  These  books  are  needed  in  the  home  for 
vacation  study  by  the  pupils,  and  at  all  times  by  members  of  the 
family  for  reference.  Let  text-books  be  made  free  in  fact,  and  when 
a  pupils  finishes  a  study,  give  him  the  book  he  used  in  school.  The 
State  has  undertaken  to  educate  her  people,  and  the  slight  expense 
of  giving  back  to  the  people  these  worn  and  soiled  books,  would 
accomplish  more  than  the  same  expenditure  in  any  other  way. 


No.  5.  NORRISTOWN. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP,  LIZKIiNK  COUNTY— J  a  nu!^  A.  Dewey. 


Our  term  of  ten  months  closed  on  Friday,  June  28th, 

A  supervisor  of  vocal  music  was  elected  at  the  beginning  of  the 
3'ear,  and  all  grades  received  regular  instruction.  A  school  concert 
was  held  in  May.  It  was  designed  to  show  the  progress  made  by 
the  pupils  in  vocal  music. 

Three  of  the  grammar  schools  held  evening  entertainments  on 
June  17th.  The  closing  exercises  of  the  high  school  were  held  on  the 
18th,  in  the  evening.  The  pr-imary  grades  also  had  very  pleasing 
"last  day"  exercises.  All  of  these  exhibitions  were  well  attended. 
Three  ladies  and  two  gentlemen  finished  the  course. 

The  general  school  work  has  been  good.  Teachers,  as  a  rule,  have 
been  faithful  to  their  duties.     Attendance  has  increased. 

A  new  building  containing  four  rooms  was  erected  at  Glen  Lyon. 
It  was  dedicated  on  Washington's  birthday.  A  large  parade  was 
organized  by  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.  of  Glen  Lyon.  The  P.  O.  S.  of  A., 
L.  K.  A.,  K.  of  P.,  and  several  Polish  societies  were  in  line.  A  fine 
large  flag  was  presented  to  the  school  board  for  the  building.  The 
pupils  sang  several  patriotic  airs  and  rendered  other  appropriate 
exercises.  The  speakers  were  Rev.  J.  H.  Brunges  and  Father 
Zychowicz,  of  Glen  Lyon ;  Clarence  B.  Johnson,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  and 
the  township  superintendent. 

The  new  feature  of  most  importance  to  our  community  is  undoubt- 
edly the  Newport  Township  Free  Library.  The  directors  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  new  law  and  levied  a  half  mill.  With  this  fund  four 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  books  were  bought.  The  books  are  clas- 
sified by  the  decimal  system,  and  a  card  catalogue  is  used.  Two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine  persons  have  used  the  library  since  it  was  ready 
for  use  in  January.  The  wisdom  of  establishing  such  a  library  can- 
not be  questioned.  Its  influence  for  good  is  far-reaching.  It  is  a 
necessitv. 


NORRISTOWN— Jos.  K.  Gotwals. 


There  has  been  a  decided  increase  in  enrolment  and  attendance 
in  our  schools  during  the  year  just  closed.     This  is  partly  due  to  the 
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partial  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  school  law.  In  comparing 
the  lists  furnished  by  the  assessors,  with  those  of  the  pupils  enrolled 
in  school,  it  was  found  that  very  few  of  those  assessed  were  out  of 
school.  Of  those  not  in  school  some  had  changed  residences,  while 
others  arrived  at  the  age  of  thirteen  at  or  soon  after  the  opening  of 
the  schools.  In  a  few  cases  parents  took  their  children  from  school 
as  soon  as  they  arrived  at  the  age  of  thirteen  and  put  them  to  work. 
It  will  be  wise  to  have  the  age  extended  to  sixteen,  with  the  under- 
standing that  boys  will  not  be  allowed  to  loiter  about  the  streets 
under  that  age,  that  they  must  either  go  to  work  or  to  school. 

Our  board  is  making  preparation  to  build  a  twelve  room,  two  story 
building,  with  all  the  modern  improvements  necessary  for  the  health 
and  comfort  of  its  occupants  and  at  the  same  time  make  no  extrava- 
gant use  of  the  people's  money.  It  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  atten- 
tion given  to  the  erection  of  school  buildings.  The  architect's  inge- 
nuity is  put  to  its  utmost  test  to  execute  such  plans  that  will  possess 
the  proper  sanitary  arrangements.  The  school  room,  in  which  so 
much  of  a  child's  early  life  is  spent  and  early  impressions  are  made, 
should  be  a  pleasant  and  comfortabe  place.  Too  much  attention 
cannot  be  given  to  proper  ventilation,  heating  and  lighting  of  the 
rooms,  all  have  much  to  do  with  the  future  health  of  the  children. 
It  is  true,  as  stated  by  our  esteemed  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, that  many  of  the  school  houses  have  better  sanitary  ar- 
rangements than  the  average  home.  We  are  glad  that  this  can  be 
said  at  this  day  and  hope  that  the  good  work  will  continue. 

Norristown  has  a  public  library,  to  which  the  public  has  free  access, 
and  all  children  upwards  of  ten  years  of  age  are  allowed  the  use  of  it. 
It  was  started  several  years  ago  by  an  endowment  given  by  William 
McCann,  a  resident  of  the  borough  and  a  member  of  the  school  board 
some  time  before  his  death.  The  donator  requested  that  the  library 
should  be  in  a  room  set  apart  in  one  of  the  school  buildings,  and  be 
under  the  control  of  the  school  board,  who  should  make  all  rules  and 
regulations  in  regard  to  it.  A  part  of  the  money  was  spent  for 
books,  the  remainder  invested,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  used  for 
its  support.  Special  additions  are  occasionally  made  to  it  by  enter- 
tainments given  for  its  benefit.  It  contains  upwards  of  four  thou- 
sand volumes,  most  of  which  have  been  selected  with  considerable 
care.  A  most  valuable  feature  of  it  is  the  part  set  apart  as  a  refer- 
ence library;  this  contains  valuable  books  for  special  reference  and  is 
much  used  by  the  pupils.  The  library  does  cultivate  in  many  a  habit 
of  solid  reading.  Pupils  after  leaving  school  continue  to  make  use 
of  the  library. 

Our  board  cannot  be  charged  with  extravagance  in  the  purchase  of 
books,  globes,  maps,  apparatus,  etc.  In  regard  to  charts  and  globes, 
they  have  taken  an  e<onomical  stand.  Agents'  opinions  in  I'cgard  to 
numbers  needed  are  not  often  taken;  that  matter  is  decided  by  those 
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who  are  expected  to  use  them.  If  expensive  apparatus  is  i}urcha8ed 
the  amount  is  limited,  and  so  used  that  each  teacher  can  have  it  a 
portion  of  the  time,  in  fact  all  the  time  necessary;  in  this  way  a  small 
number  can  be  made  to  answer  the  purpose. 

An  exhibition  was  given  of  the  work  done  by  the  pupils  of  the 
special  teachers  in  manual  training,  sewing  and  drawing,  the  last 
week  in  June.  The  exhibition  elicited  much  praise  and  was  highly 
appreciated  by  patrons  and  all  other  friends  of  the  youths. 

Arbor  day,  and  all  holidays,  were  observed  with  appropriate  exer- 
cises preceding  each  day. 

There  has  been  but  little  change  made  in  our  course  of  study. 
Good  work  has  been  done  by  our  teachers.  A  progressive  spirit 
seems  to  manifest  itself  in  nearly  all  of  them. 

The  use  of  supplementary  reading  matter  is  proving  a  great  in- 
centive for  good  to  both  teacher  and  pupil.  Considerable  out  door 
work  has  been  done  by  several  of  the  teachers,  especially  in  the  study 
of  geography  and  botany.  Excellent  reports  continue  to  come  to 
us  from  the  standing  of  our  high  school  graduates  in  the  universities, 
colleges  and  other  institutions  they  have  entered. 

Our  monthly  institutes  were  held  with  but  little  change  from  that 
of  previous  years. 

We  can  continue  to  report  the  good  feeling  that  exists  among  the 
members  of  our  board,  and  the  desire  to  see  their  schools  rank  among 
the  highest.  We  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  prompt  help  in  all  requests  made. 


NORTH  HUNTINGDON  TOWNSHIP,  WESTMORELAND 
COUNTY— Otis  H.  Warnock. 


I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  of  the 
schools  of  North  Huntingdon  township  for  the  school  year  ending 
June  1,  1897. 

The  superintendency  of  North  Huntingdon  was  created  last  year, 
not  without  some  opposition  upon  the  part  of  the  unprogressive  citi- 
zens and  some  teachers  who  had  "kept  school"  for  many  years.  This 
year  has  brought  to  light  reasons  why  the  latter  should  not  desire  H 
and  why  the  former  should. 

The  enrolment  of  1,739  pupils  was  distributed  among  twenty-two 
houses.     Of  these  there  were  five  apartment  schools,  having  from 
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two  to  live  teachers.  We  expect  to  have  another  two  room  school 
this  year. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  induce  advanced  pupils  from  the  mixed 
schools  to  attend  these  schools,  but  it  was  only  partially  success- 
ful. Our  course  of  study  is  so  arranged  that  algebra  will  be  taught 
in  the  apartment  schools  in  addition  to  the  common  branches. 

'J'he  Pollard  reading  system  was  introduced  and  good  results  ob- 
tained, although  it  was  new  to  most  of  our  teachers.  Instruction 
was  given  in  the  semi-monthly  teachers'  meetings,  which  were  well 
attended  and  beneficial. 

Two  parents'  meetings  were  held,  the  first  of  which  was  addressed 
by  Superintendent  Morrow,  of  Allegheny,  and  Professor  A.  C.  M'Lean, 
of  Pittsburg.  The  second  was  addressed  by  Dr.  A.  E.  Maltby,  of 
vSMppery  Rock;  Professor  Elwood,  of  Pittsburg;  Hon.  J.  B.  Hammond, 
of  Bolivar,  and  Reverend  Dunn,  of  Circleville.  Both  meetings  were 
well  attended  and  much  interest  manifested. 

During  the  past  two  years  slate  blackboards  have  been  placed  in 
fifteen  rooms.  We  hope  to  continue  until  all  are  supplied.  A  tel- 
lurian and  twenty-two  new  language  charts  were  purchased  the  past 
year. 

One  small  library  was  made  accessible  to  part  of  our  pupils  the 
past  year  and  two  school  libraries  were  commenced.  There  are  no 
other  libraries  within  reach. 

With  pleasure  we  note  the  tendency  to  remain  in  school  to  com- 
plete the  course  in  the  common  branches.  We  hope  that  this  may 
continue  until  the  number  of  graduates  may,  in  the  near  future, 
justify  the  establishing  of  a  high  school. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  profitable  one  for  pupils  and  teachers. 
The  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers  and  school  officers  has  made  it  a 
pleasant  as  well  as  a  prosperous  year  for  North  Huntingdon's  schools. 


OIL  CITY— C.  A.  Ba.bcock. 


During  the  year  notable  improvements  have  been  made  In  the 
reading  of  the  pupils  of  the  lower  grades.  This  has  been  effected 
by  introducing  suitable  literature  into  the  reading  classes  to  supplant 
to  as  great  an  extent  as  possible  the  ordinary  readers.  The  contents 
of  the  first  three  school  readers,  to  say  the  least,  are  not  literature, 
not  the  expression   of   thought  and   feeling  in  artistic  forms.     The 
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reading  of  disconnectt'd,  uiiiuipuilaiil  .st'iitciucs  artects  a  child  of 
tehder  years  just  as  it  does  au  adult.  It  is  astonishing  to  note  the 
effect  of  good  literature  even  in  the  first  grade;  we  seem  to  have  for- 
gotten that  the  art  of  the  story  teller  finds  even  quicker  appreciation 
among  children  than  among  grown  people.  Good  literature  has 
been  placed  in  the  reading  classes  of  every  room,  and  we  are  looking 
for  more.  This  is  not  a  problem  to  be  solved  all  at  once,  or  in  one 
year.  Our  libraries  have  been  added  to  this  year.  ^Ve  have  our 
library  now  in  every  school  building.  These  contain  the  necessary 
books  of  reference  and  books  for  general  reading.  Their  use  is  gen- 
eral among  the  pupils.  The  public  library  is  also  largely  patronized 
by  our  school  children.  They  read  stories  of  course,  and  works  of 
fiction.  But  it  has  also  been  noticed  that  they  read  fully  as  many 
books  of  travel  and  description.  The  healthy  out  of  doors  literature, 
by  such  writers  as  Burroughs,  Bradford  Torrey,  Olive  Thore  Miller 
and  others,  is  in  constant  use  among  them. 

The  good  effects  of  nature  study  continue  and  increase  in  our 
schools.  Our  pupils  study  nature  not  by  dissecting  and  labeling 
a  few  specimens,  but  by  the  observation  of  nature  itself.  They  bring 
in  flowers  and  plants,  learn  their  names,  describe  them,  orally  and 
in  writing;  they  also  observe  birds,  learn  their  names,  find  out  as 
much  as  they  can  of  their  habits  and  life  generally,  compare  their 
observations,  verify  or  correct  them,  and  finally  record  them.  From 
thirty  to  forty  minutes  a  week  is  spent  in  this  work  in  the  school 
room.  Something  has  also  been  done  with  insects,  always  enough 
to  observe  their  wondrous  metamorphoses,  and  many  of  the  primary 
facts  of  astronomy  have  been  observed.  The  results  of  this  work 
may  be  briefly  summarized: 

1st.  The  child  obtains  a  number  of  facts  about  nature  at  first 
hand. 

2d.  Of  more  importance  still,  he  gains  in  accuracy  of  observation. 

8d.  He  improves  in  the  use  of  language,  because  he  possesses  a 
strong  tendency  to  describe  those  things  which  he  has  seen  with  in- 
terest. This  tendency  to  describe  is  wanting  in  much  of  the  language 
work  in  schools. 

4th.  The  child  is  interested,  his  sympathies  are  aroused,  his  imagi- 
nation becomes  active  to  interpret  and  represent  what  he  has  seen, 
and  his  whole  mind  becomes  awake,  and  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  a  child  awake  and  one  who  is  half  asleep,  for  all  school  pur- 
poses. 

Our  high  school  graduated  a  class  of  thirty-one.  The  essays  were 
all  upon  the  general  topic,  ''Beautiful  Pennsylvania,"  and  each  paper 
aimed  to  show  some  special  feature  in  the  history,  or  development, 
or  resources  of  our  State,  or  some  of  the  persons  who  have  been  prom- 
inent in  the  making  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Uiir  high  school  is  loo  siiiall  lo  accommodate  the  pupils.  We  ueetl 
a  uew  building.  Our  board  is  contemplating  building  one;  has  se- 
cured a  site  at  an  expense  of  $9,000,  but  must  wait  for  the  consent  of 
the  taxpayers  before  going  further.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  but 
that  this  consent  will  be  given. 


1»H0ENIXVILLE— H.  F.  Leieter, 


The  following  is  respectfully  submitted  as  my  annual  report  for 
the  school  district  of  Phoenixville,  Pa.: 

During  the  term  just  closed  the  schools  were  in  charge  of  the  same 
teachers  as  in  the  preceding  year.  Changes  in  the  corps  of  teachers, 
therefore,  w^hich  are  often  detrimental  to  progress,  did  not  interrupt 
our  work.  In  nearly  all  the  schools  teachers  have  manifested  com- 
mendable interest  in  their  work,  and  made  etforts  to  discharge  their 
duties  with  zeal. 

Whether  any  apparent  shortcomings  were  caused  by  some  circum- 
stantial disadvantages,  or  arose  from  a  consideration  of  self  suflS- 
ciency,  ot  both,  remains  to  be  determined. 

Greater  interest  in  the  schools  apparently'  was  manifested  by  di- 
rectors, as  shown  by  their  more  frequent  visitations.  The  number 
of  directors'  visits  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year,  and  had  an 
awakening  efifect. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  education,  four  years  were  desig- 
nated as  the  limit  of  time  for  the  high  school  course,  with  the  under- 
standing to  have  additional  high  school  branches  gradually  intro- 
duced. Accordingly,  higher  algebra,  solid  geometry,  trigonometry, 
chemistry  and  additional  German  were  taught  in  the  latter  half  of 
the  term. 

It  is  considered  worthy  of  note  that  teachers  had  their  salaries  in- 
creased somewhat  on  the  basis  of  experience.  In  our  opinion,  the 
high  school  teachers  should  have  received  similar  consideration. 

The  law  in  relation  to  the  vaccination  of  the  school  children  was 
successfully  enforced  by  the  board  of  education  and  the  board  of 
health.  Practically  all  pupils  attending  the  public  schools  complied 
with  the  law,  without  that  friction  and  opposition  that  were  antici- 
pated. M.  G.  Lippert,  C.  E.,  president  of  the  board  of  health,  reports: 
"The  success  the  board  has  met  with  in  its  endeavor  to  execute  this 
law  has  been  most  gratifying,  and  is  highly  creditable  to  the  law 
abiding  spirit,  as  well  as  to  the  good  sense  prevailing  in  this  com- 
munity." 
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^5iiuilar  cU'oits  were  iiiade  l<>  fijluice  I  lie  law  in  refcrcuc*'  to  ((Uii 
pulsory  attendance.  Upwards  of  fifty  cases  of  non-atteudance  ap 
parentlv  illegal,  according  to  the  enrolment  by  the  assessors,  were 
reported  to  the  secretary  of  the  board.  He,  with  the  individual  mem- 
bers representing  the  different  wards,  after  due  investigation  re- 
ported in  effect,  that  very  few,  if  any  so  reported,  could  be  success- 
fully prosecuted  for  dereliction.  Some  had  moved  out  of  the  dis- 
trict, some  had  arrived  above  the  age  of  thirteen,  some  were  attend- 
ing private  schools,  some  were  sick,  some  had  died  and  others  could 
not  be  found  at  all. 

As  has  been  reported  heretofore,  the  board  of  education  very  wisely 
availed  itself  of  the  privileges  conferred  by  the  law  of  '95,  respecting 
public  libraries,  etc.,  appointed  a  board  of  trustees  to  organize  and 
manage  a  library.  Accordingly,  the  public  library  of  the  Phoenix- 
ville  school  district  came  into  existence,  and  has  now  been  in  opera 
tion  one  year.  The  pupils  in  the  high  and  the  grammar  schools 
have  certain  days  of  the  week  designated  on  which  they  may  have 
access  to  it,  to  take  out  books. 

Beside  the  critical  study  of  several  English  classics,  the  different 
classes  have  assigned  to  them,  a  certain  number  of  standard  works 
to  be  read. 

In  the  lower  divisions  teachers  are  expected  to  impress  their 
charge  with  the  importance  of  good  literature  and  make  efforts  to 
guide  in  that  direction. 

In  a  very  able  report  to  the  board  of  education,  as  also  the  State 
librarian,  from  the  board  of  trustees,  the  complete  working  and  re- 
sultant success  are  fully  set  forth. 

It  closes  in  these  words:  Taking  as  a  criterion  the  extraordinary 
popularity  which  our  public  library  has  attained  during  the  brief 
period  of  its  existence  and  the  immense  patronage  it  now  enjoys,  the 
board  of  trustees  is  free  to  believe  that  such  action  [appropriation 
of  funds]  on  the  part  of  your  honorable  body  will  meet  with  approval 
and  unstinted  praise. 

Three  ladies  and  five  gentlemen  were  graduated  from  our  high 
school  this  year.  The  largest  auditorium  in  town  was  crowded  to 
its  utmost  capacity  with  patrons  to  hear  the  commencement  exer- 
cises. 

The  vocal  music,  in  charge  of  the  teacher  of  that  branch.  Prof. 
Jere  March,  was  pronounced  the  best  we  ever  heard  at  a  commence- 
ment. 

George  W.  Hull,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  of  the  Millerville  State  Normal 
School,  delivered  an  excellent  address,  that  was  replete  with  logical 
and  eminently  practical  advice  to  the  graduates. 
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PITTSBURG— George  J.  Luckey. 


It  has  been  my  constant  effort  as  superintendent  of  the  schools 
of  Pittsburg  to  discourage  all  proposed  changes  in  methods  and  man- 
agement unless  said  proposed  changes  have  produced  well  defined 
benefits  elsewhere,  or  have  so  impressed  me  with  their  probable  ex- 
cellence that  I  have  requested  some  few  of  our  best  teachers  to  make 
a  practical  test  to  determine  the  extent  of  benefit  to  be  secured  by 
making  the  change  before  recommending  the  same  to  all  the  teachers 
of  the  city.  Change  is  not  progress,  and  it  often  happens  that  more 
injury  is  done  by  making  too  frequent  and  too  radical  changes  than 
by  moving  too  slowly  in  the  introduction  of  new  and  better  methods. 
Along  this  careful  line  the  schools  of  Pittsburg  have  moved  for  many 
years,  and  I  feel  to-day  that  all  the  new  plans,  devices  and  methods 
that  have  proved  to  be  good  have  found  a  permanent  home  in  our 
system. 

Teaching  has  been  substituted  for  hearing  recitations,  examinations 
instead  of  being  abolished  have  been  modified  and  changed  so  as  to 
destroy  the  old  system  of  cramming  and  memorizing  to  pass  them. 

In  a  word,  the  object  of  the  old  school  was  to  enable  the  pupil  to 
acquire  facts,  while  the  object  of  the  new  school  is  to  give  the  pupil 
power  to  acquire  knowledge.  On  these  lines  I  have  been  and  am 
working. 


POTTSTOWN— Wm.  W.  Rupert. 


The* work  for  the  year  just  closing  has  been  done  along  the  lines 
indicated  in  former  reports. 

Last  winter.  Prof.  Angelo  Heilprin,  of  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences,  Philadelphia,  gave  six  lectures  on  geography  to  our  teach- 
ers. Prof.  Heilprin  is  not  only  an  able  scientist,  but  he  is  an  enter- 
taining and  instructive  lecturer.  He  has  traveled  much,  and  in  his 
lectures  he  spoke  only  of  what  he  has  seen  and  experienced. 

These  lectures  were  a  rare  treat  to  the  teadiers  of  geography;  and, 
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oi"  coursL',  tlic  pupils  iu  our  schools  shared  in  the  pleasure  and  piulii. 
because  the  teachers  carried  the  fresh,  attractive  matter  into  their 
classes. 

This  spring  a  "nature  club"  was  organized  among  the  teachers. 
Prof.  Frank  C.  Kex,  of  the  high  school  faculty,  an  enthusiastic  pedes- 
trian and  an  excellent  botanist,  was  selected  as  leader.  The  club 
went  to  the  fields  every  Saturday  morning,  starting  at  7.30.  Opera 
glasses,  books  on  birds,  botanies  and  lenses  formed  an  important  part 
of  the  equipment.  The  objects  kept  in  view  by  the  members  of  the 
club  were  healthful  exercise  and  fresh  knowledge  for  the  classes  in 
geography,  science  and  literature. 


POTTSVILLE— B.  F.  Patterson. 


The  last  year  has  not  brought  many  changes  in  our  school  affairs. 
Some  of  the  grades  have  been  overcrowded.  To  remedy  this  defect 
our  school  board  have  commenced  to  erect  two  additional  build- 
ings, which  are  expected  to  be  ready  to  be  occupied  by  the  first  of  the 
next  term. 

One  of  these  will  contain  four  rooms,  and  the  other  two  rooms. 
The  probable  cost  of  building,  furnishing  and  heating  fixtures  will 
be  about  twelve  thousand  dollars.  Two  schools  that  have  already 
been  organized,  will  occupy  two  of  these  rooms.  Three  new  teachers 
have  been  elected  to  take  charge  of  schools  to  be  organized  at  the 
beginning  of  the  coming  term.  This  will  give  us  enough  school  room 
to  accommodate  all  the  pupils  of  our  district;  giving  an  average  of 
a'bout  forty-five  scholars  to  each  teacher. 

As  to  the  public  free  library,  our  people  so  far  have  made  no  move 
in  that  direction.  This  can  probably  be  accounted  for  in  two  ways. 
First,  they  have  been  progressive  and  energetic  in  keeping  up  with 
all  other  demands  for  the  good  of  the  schools,  and  feel  that  they 
can  not  at  present  spend  the  money  that  object  would  require. 

The  second  reason  is  that  they  always  have  been  interested  in  a 
school  library. 

Soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  school  system  in  Pennsylvania, 
th  Pottsville  school  district  began  to  collect  a  library.  This  was 
started  by  the  teachers.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Apple,  who  was 
principal  teacher,  collected  books  from  his  friends  and  the  citizens  of 
the  borough.  In  this  way  there  were  quite  a  number  of  books  col- 
16-5-97 
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k'cLc'd.  Ill  ')iil.>,  180;"),  tlie  dir(M'l<)rs  took  hold  of  tho  mailer.  At  that 
lime  the  school  law  permitted  the  treasurer  of  the  school  board  to 
receive  two  per  cent,  of  the  money  paid  out.  The  treasurers  agreed 
to  pay  out  the  money  for  one  per  cent.,  and  let  the  other  one  per 
cent,  go  to  the  school  library.  This  arrangement  gave  to  the  library 
fund  about  eighty  dollars  per  annum.  In  June,  1865,  there  had  been 
spent  for  the  purchase  of  books,  $728.89;  while  there  remained  in  the 
treasury  $586. GO,  belonging  to  the  library  fund.  This  money  was 
then  loaned  to  the  building  fund  and  used  in  building  the  Centre 
street  school  house.  It  was  the  intention  at  the  time  to  return  the 
money  to  the  library  fund,  but  so  far  it  has  not  been  done. 

At  that  time  the  treasurer  offered  to  pay  out  the  money  without 
compensation.  After  a  few  years  he  was  paid  a  fixed  salary.  This 
cut  off  the  library  fund.  About  the  year  1875  the  school  board  voted 
to  spend  fifty  dollars  a  year  for  the  library.  This  was  done  for  one 
year,  and  then  for  economical  reasons  was  abandoned.  The  school 
library  then  had  about  one  thousand  books. 

In  the  year  1890,  a  lady  of  the  town,  Mrs.  Joseph  C.  Bright,  pre- 
sented the  public  schools  with  a  library  of  four  hundred  books,  aad 
since  has  added  another  hundred  to  it.  These  books  were  the  latest 
and  best  in  the  field  of  school  libraries. 

They  were  selected  by  Mrs.  Bright,  who  was  abundantly  capable 
of  doing  that  kind  of  work.  She  had  spent  many  years  in  selecting 
a  library  for  her  own  boys.  Thus  our  pupils  for  the  last  seven  years 
have  had  access  to  a  library  of  the  very  latest  and  best  books  in  the 
market. 

In  addition  to  this,  our  board  have  always  been  generous  in  sup- 
plying the  grammar  and  high  school  with  encyclopedias  and  books 
of  reference,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  before  long  the}'  will  take 
advantage  of  the  late  law  and  start  a  public  free  library. 


READING— E.  Mackey. 


Three  fine  school  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the  year, 
adding  sixteen  to  our  number  of  school  rooms.  Two  four-room  build- 
ings are  under  contract  to  be  finished  during  the  year,  and  one  of  the 
old  buildings  has  been  almost  completely  made  over  with  new  floors, 
doors,  window  frames  and  sashes,  new  furniture  and  an  addition 
for  cloak  rooms  and  water  closets,  and  painted  inside  and  out. 
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The  board  luadc  au  apprupnalioii  of  |1,000  for  books  for  I  he  girlw' 
high  school  library,  and  |50()  for  the  boys'  high  school  library,  and 
an  apx)ropriation  of  at  least  |200  is  to  be  made  annually  hereafter 
for  the  same  purpose.  The  appropriations  received  have  been  very 
judicionsly  expended  and  we  now  have  the  nucleus  of  a  good  working 
library  in  each  high  school,  which  has  been  of  inestimable  value  to 
teachers  and  pupils  throughout  the  year.  There  is  an  urgent  need 
for  reference  books  and  books  of  general  literature  in  the  grades 
below  the  high  school.  There  are  nearly  two  hundred  rooms  that 
have  not  been  given  even  a  dictionary,  or  any  reading  matter  except 
the  regular  text-^books. 

A  determined  effort  is  being  made  to  free  the  Reading  library  from 
debt  and  establish  a  library  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  city.  The 
eft'ort  is  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation  and  should  have  the 
active  support  of  the  friends  of  education  in  the  city.  The  most  dis- 
couraging feature  in  the  outlook  for  a  public  library,  in  my  opinion, 
is  that  the  real  friends  of  the  cause  are  few  in  numbers,  that  a  gen- 
uine interest  in  the  prospect  is  not  widespread  in  this  community. 
The  greatest  obstacle  is  the  amount  of  public  indifference.  The  value 
of  a  good  library  to  this  community  can  not  be  realized  until  it  is 
actually  in  service.  It  will  require,  I  am  sure,  hard  work,  conse- 
crated energy,  and  great  wisdom  and  tact  to  establish  a  first  class 
library  here,  but  the  character  and  purpose  of  the  leaders  now  de- 
voted to  the  cause  are  such  as  to  give  the  most  certain  promise  of 
success. 

Priceless  as  the  boon  of  a  good  library  is,  a  richer  endowment  by 
far  will  that  be  that  brings  to  every  citizen  the  love  of  good  books. 
I  have  noted  with  great  interest  and  pleasure  all  the  recent  legisla- 
tion that  facilitates  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  free  li- 
braries with  public  money.  It  seems  to  me  that  one  further  step 
is  necessary  to  secure  the  best  result  from  all  these  beneficent  meas- 
ures, and  that  is  for  our  State  Legislature  to  remove  all  the  legal 
and  financial  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  districts  getting  the  li- 
braries and  supplementary  reading  that  are  needed  in  each  public 
school.  If  the  pupils  in  the  public  schools  are  trained  to  appreciate 
good  literature,  and  to  want  and  to  use  good  reference  libraries  in 
history,  geography  and  other  branches  of  study,  there  will  be  con- 
stantly growing  in  the  community  a  demand  and  a  sentiment  that 
will  make  a  good  library  one  of  its  most  useful  and  thoroughly  appre- 
ciated institutions. 

It  is  proper  to  record  here  the  voluntary  retirement  of  Miss  Eliza- 
beth A.  Stable,  principal  of  the  girls'  high  school.  Miss  Stable  has 
taug'ht  forty-five  years,  and  in  all  that  time  she  has  had  but  six  days' 
absence.  Hers  is  one  of  the  noblest  and  best  types  of  womanhood, 
and  her  teaching,  by  example  as  well  as  precept,  has  been  fraught 
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with  bk'ssiiij^-  fur  this  coiiiiiiuuity.  As  a  well  nu'rited  reward  for  her 
service  she  carries  witli  her  a  degree  of  gratitude  and  praise  ou  the 
part  of  a  host  of  pupils  and  friends  that  will  not  only  be  a  ministry 
of  joy  to  her  as  long  as  life  shall  last,  but  will  bring  inspiration  and 
abound  with  bright  promise  lor  every  teacher  to  whom  a  life  of  self 
sacrifice  and  earnest  toil  too  often  seems  unrecognized  and  unre- 
(juited. 


SOKANTON— Geo.  Howell. 


The  new  high  school,  dedicated  September,  1890,  cost  |200,U00.00; 
has  five  courses  of  study:  Classical,  four  years;  Latin-Scientific, 
four  years;  Scientiftc,  four  years;  English,  four  years,  and  Conuuer- 
cial,  three  years.  The  enrolment  for  '96  and  '97  was  four  hundred 
and  forty-five.  Out  of  this  number  there  were  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty boys.  The  Freshman  class  just  entering  contains  two  hundred 
and  forty-six  pupils,  who  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  in  Gram- 
mar A  work.  Previous  to  1897  no  class  of  more  than  one  hundred 
ever  entered  upon  high  school  work.  We  attribute  the  large  in- 
creased attendance  at  the  high  school  to  our  new  high  school,  with 
all  its  modern  improvements  and  conveniences,  to  our  five  courses  of 
study,  and  last  but  not  least  to  the  elimination  of  all  fads,  frills  and 
furbelows  in  the  grammar  grades.  Teachers  and  pupils  are  begin- 
ning to  realize  that  interest  is  born  of  thoroughness.  A  thorough 
knowledge  of  a  few  things  is  more  desirable  than  a  superficial  knowl- 
edge of  many  things.  The  best  methods  are  those  that  put  the  burden 
of  the  work  upon  the  pupils.  A  useless  teacher  is  ((ffcii  the  best 
teacher.     The  soul  rejoices  in  self-won  victories. 

During  the  year  the  teacheis  showed  a  strong  spirit  of  sell  im- 
provement, Metcalf  &  DeGarmo's  drill  book  in  dictionary  work  was 
thoroughly  mastered  and  the  good  results  of  this  work  are  apparent 
in  all  the  grades.  This  year  we  shall  pursue  a  course  of  study  in 
literature  and  history.  No  teacher  can  succeed  who  is  content  to 
remain  in  a  state  of  rest.  To  do  well  we  must  strive  to  do  better.  A 
teacher  who  believes  that  his  education  is  finished  when  he  receives 
a  professional  certificate,  a  normal  or  college  diploma,  is  intellect- 
ually, if  not  morally,  dead. 

Grade  meetings  were  held  during  the  year  and  our  teachers  deserve 
credit  for  the  interest  which  they  took  not  only  in  their  own  grade 
work,  but  in  the  grade  above  and  below. 
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Training  School. 

Tlie  training  scliool  closed  its  sixth  year  with  an  enrolment  of 
eighteen,  ten  in  the  graduating  class. 

City  Institute. 

We  held  our  city  institute  in  the  high  school  in  April.  The  fol- 
lowing educators  assisted:  S.  Y.  Gillan,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin;  Dr. 
Bernard  Bigsby,  Detroit,  Michigan;  James  Coughlin,  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa.;  Miss  Margaret  McCloskey,  Lock  Haven,  Pa.;  Miss  Virginia  Voor- 
hees,  Wllkes-Barre,  Pa.;  Dr.  George  P.  Bible,  of  East  Stroudsburg, 
and  Henry  Houck,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  The  sessions  were  of  more 
than  ordinary  interest  and  profit.  Our  class  room  work  was  emi- 
nently satisfactory.  We  shall  continue  it  for  years  to  come.  It  ena- 
bles the  instructor  to  get  closer  to  the  teacher,  and  to  do  real  class 
room  work. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Scranton  school 
board,  the  president  and  secretary  have  been  authorized  to  make 
written  contracts  witb  our  teachers,  stipulating  in  plain  English  the 
time,  salary  and  services  to  be  rendered. 

To  provide  for  the  increase  of  pupils  in  all  departments  has  been 
a  serious  problem  for  our  controllers,  one  that  has  given  them  no 
little  concern,  but  they  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  healthy  con- 
dition of  the  school  system. 

Our  schools  during  the  past  year  have  made  satisfactory  progress 
and  parents  have,  by  visitation,  shown  a  deep  and  I  hope  lasting  in- 
terest in  school  work.  Our  boys  are  going  to  the  high  school,  and 
that  fact  alone  is  sufficient  cause  for  rejoicing,  and  sutficient  encour- 
agement for  higher,  better  and  nobler  work  next  year. 


SHAMOKTN— Wm.  F.  Harpel. 


Little  that  is  new  suggests  itself  for  the  annual  report  of  1897. 
The  good  work  begun  along  various  lines  last  term  was  again  taken 
up  and  carefully  pursued  throughout  the  year.  Our  schools,  how- 
ever, suffered  much  in  the  loss  of  three  of  our  most  earnest  end  effi- 
cient teachere.  Just  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term,  death  took  from 
us  Miss  Letitia  Tinley,  who  for  a  number  of  j-ears  had  charge  of  one 
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of  our  largest  primary  schools.  The  little  ones  lost  in  her  a  faithful 
friend  and  helper,  and  our  corps  of  teachers  a  congenial  fellow 
worker.  But  a  month  later  we  were  called  upon  to  part  with  our 
devoted  and  intensely  enthusiastic  teacher  of  sciences,  Professor 
George  A.  Farrow.  He  will  long  be  missed  in  the  work — and  a  more 
interested  and  self-sacrificing  instructor  than  he  will  never  occupy  a 
place  in  our  corps.  For  sixteen  years  he  was  connected  with  our 
high  school,  and  very  materially  assisted  in  advancing  its  standard. 
Evidences  of  his  labors  are  seen  on  every  hand.  The  biological  and 
zoological  cabinets,  the  improvements  in  the  laboratories,  the  many 
useful  pieces  of  physical  apparatus  made  by  him,  the  beautiful  pict- 
ures which  decorate  the  walls,  the  piano  in  the  assembly  hall,  all 
speak  of  him  and  tell  of  his  devotion  and  faithfulness.  Early  in 
March  death  came  again  and  claimed  another,  Mr.  Benjamin  J. 
Thomas,  a  noble  and  exceedingly  zealous  young  teacher  in  our  ad- 
vanced grammar  department.  Active  in  mind  and  warm  of  heart, 
his  zeal  to  help  and  benefit  others  overtaxed  his  slight  frame  and  he 
fell  in  the  midst  of  his  labors.  Everywhere  he  is  missed,  in  school, 
in  church,  in  society,  a  place  is  vacant  that  none  is  able  or  willing  to 
fill. 

The  interest  in  our  high  school  continues.  A  number  of  features 
introduced  by  the  new  principal,  Mr.  Foster  H.  Starkey,  of  Harvard 
University,  proved  very  popular  with  both  people  and  school.  Sev- 
eral vocal  and  instrumental  clubs  were  organized  and  during  the 
winter  they  gave  a  pleasing  entertainment,  which  netted  a  good  sum 
for  our  library  fund.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  principal  and  with 
his  aid  a  school  magazine  was  established.  It  appeared  monthly 
and  was  a  decided  success,  even  financially,  and  brought  in  exchange 
quite  a  large  number  of  similar  magazines  from  various  parts  of  the 
country  to  our  students'  reading  table. 

A  radical  change  in  the  manner  of  conducting  our  annual  com- 
mencements was  made  by  our  board  of  directors.  The  entire  class 
being  from  our  business  department,  as  the  academic  pupils  remain 
another  year  on  account  of  the  introduction  of  a  four  years'  course, 
it  was  thought  more  suitable  and  profitable  to  establish  class  day 
exercises,  and  then  devote  commencement  evening  to  the  honor 
pupils,  and  an  address  to  the  class  by  some  prominent  and  successful 
business  man.  The  Honorable  John  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  the  unanimous  choice  of  our  board.  Mr.  Wanamaker  very 
kindly  consented  to  be  with  us  on  commencement  night,  A  large 
and  appreciative  audience  greeted  him  and  was  instructed  and  enter- 
tained by  his  eloquent  and  practical  address.  He  gave  our  boys 
and  girls  many  valuable  suggestions  and  good  advice  about  leading 
a  trulv  successful  business  career. 
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Work  in  the  grades  along  the  lines  of  reading  and  drawing  was 
continued  under  the  direction  of  specialists  and  considerable  im- 
provement was  made  in  those  important  branches. 

That  a  real  interest  was  awakened  last  year  in  our  Thanksgiving 
day  exercises,  when  contributions  were  made  by  the  school  children 
for  our  worthy  poor,  was  this  year  practically  shown  by  the  largely 
increased  donations  from  the  schools.  Fully  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty families  were  made  happy  by  the  children's  generous  gifts. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  year  was  the  observance  of  Memorial 
day  and  the  anniversary  of  General  Lee's  surrender  by  our  schools. 
Both  days,  delegations  from  Lincoln  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  visited  the  several 
buildings  and  addressed  the  pupils  on  national  and  patriotic  themes. 
On  the  latter  occasion  the  Post  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  to  which  they  invited  the  classes  of  our  gram- 
mar and  high  school  departments.  The  pupils  gladly  accepted  the 
kind  offer  and  greatly  enjoyed  the  entertinment.  Lincoln  Post  has 
always  been  much  interested  in  our  schools,  and  does  all  it  can  to 
assist  us  in  inculcating  lessons  of  true  patriotism. 

To  all  who  have  helped  make  the  year's  labors  pleasant  and  suc- 
cessful, we,  in  closing,  extend  our  heartfelt  thanks. 


SHARON— J.  A.  McLaughry. 


The  school  year  of  1896-1897  closed  on  the  28th  of  May.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  term  a  new  building  was  opened,  and  the  attend- 
ance has  been  the  largest  in  the  history  of  our  city.  The  percentage 
of  attendance  was  96,  and  the  cases  of  tardiness  could  have  been 
made  by  two  pupils.  We  attribute  this  regularity  and  punctuality 
to  the  interest  which  the  parents  have  manifested  and  to  the  eflBcient 
work  of  the  teachers  and  attendance  officer  where  such  interest  was 
not  manifested. 

Our  teachers  have  taken  every  advantage  to  improve  profession- 
ally. Psychology  has  been  the  subject  of  study,  and  it  has  been 
faithfully  pursued  by  most  of  the  teachers  and  discussed  at  frequent 
meetings. 

The  vertical  system  of  writing  has  been  adopted  and  introduced 
in  all  grades,  and  we  find  that  under  the  supervision  of  a  special 
teacher  much  progress  has  been  made.  We  are  satisfied  that  while 
file  vertical  system  may  not  make  lapid  writers  it  is  easy  to  learn 
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aud  easy  to  read.  \\'e  tind  fewer  poor  writers  than  imder  the  old 
system. 

Our  library  consists  of  more  than  1,800  volumes  of  the  best  litera- 
ture. During  the  past  year  a  number  of  reference  books  have  been 
added  for  the  use  of  the  high  school.  An  effort  has  been  made  by  the 
teachers  to  cultivate  in  the  pupils  a  desire  for  good  reading,  and  as 
a  result  from  three  to  four  hundred  books  are  taken  from  the 
library  each  week. 

The  desire  of  an  intelligent  school  board  to  act  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  children,  the  efficient  work  of  an  able  corps  of  teachers,  the 
deep  interest  manifested  by  the  patrons,  these  are  the  factors  to 
which  is  due  the  progress  of  the  past  term,  and  to  which  we  look  for 
even  greater  progress  the  coming  year. 


SHENANDOAH  BOROUGH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


The  attendance  of  our  schools  was  larger  during  the  past  year  than 
ever  before  in  their  history.  Our  general  plan  of  instruction  and 
discipline  has  been  much  the  same  as  in  former  years.  The  results 
obtained  were  quite  satisfactory.  There  was  and  is  an  anxious 
desire  on  the  part  of  our  citizens  for  the  general  advancement  of  our 
public  schools.  This  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  many  of  our  peo- 
ple manifest  a  deep  interest  in  all  educational  meetings,  in  encour- 
aging the  board  of  directors  to  employ  and  retain  the  best  teachers 
available,  to  erect  none  but  the  best  kind  of  school  buildings  and  to 
use  the  best  system  of  heating  and  ventilating.  Being  influenced 
by  this  desire  on  the  part  of  our  patrons,  the  board  of  directors, 
during  the  past  year,  erected  at  a  cost  of  nearly  |16,000  a  beautiful 
two  story  building,  containing  six  fine  school  rooms,  an  office  for  the 
director  of  music  and  a  very  large  hall  on  each  floor.  The  Peck,  Wil- 
liamson and  Company's  system  of  heating  and  ventilating  is  used 
in  building. 

Near  the  close  of  the  school  year  our  board  of  directors  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  new  law  pertaining  to  school  libraries  and  appointed 
Daniel  Ogden,  M.  P.  Whitaker,  Patrick  Conry,  M.  H.  Kehler,  A.  B. 
Lamb  and  Thomas  E.  Manley  as  library  trustees.  James  Devitt, 
president  of  the  board;  J.  J.  Franey,  treasurer  of  the  school  district, 
and  myself  are  the  remaining  trustees,  ex-oflficio.  These  trustees 
organized  by  electing  Daniel  Ogden  chairman,  and  M.  P.  Whitaker 
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i^uLit'iury.  Our  libiaiv  is  jiuw  placed  ou  a  legal  foundation.  In  the 
past  the  work  of  the  library  was  very  encouraging  and  we  anticipate 
still  better  work  in  the  future. 

All  our  former  teachers  applied  for  reappointment  and  their  ap- 
plications were  favorably  received.  To  the  credit  of  the  members  of 
the  board,  all  have  been  unanimously  reappointed  for  the  ensuing 
term.  As  our  course  of  instruction  has  been  somewhat  revised,  still 
better  results  are  expected  during  the  coming  session. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— Owen  R.  Wilt. 


That  the  board  of  directors  of  this  district  is  composed  of  men 
who  have  the  interests  of  the  schools  at  heart  and  consider  them 
paramount  to  their  personal  interests,  has  been  demonstrated  by 
their  action  in  approving  of  and  adopting  such  plans  and  devices 
as  offer  to  every  child  in  the  district  the  unrestricted  opportunity 
of  acquiring  an  education  that  will  fit  it  for  all  phases  of  practical 
life,  and  at  the  same  time  inspire  the  child's  mind  with  a  love  for 
study  that  cannot  easily  be  daunted  after  leaving  the  school  room 
and  guidance  of  the  instructor. 

A  year  ago  vocal  music  under  a  special  supervisor  has  been  added 
to  our  curriculum  of  studies.  Under  this  arrangement  every  pupil 
of  our  schools  is  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  rudiments  of  music, 
and  receives  proper  training  in  singing  and  voice  culture;  in  other 
words,  the  child  acquires  a  practical  knowledge  of  music.  Follow- 
ing this  plan  the  pupil  realizes  the  value  of  a  knowledge  of  the  ele- 
Tuents  of  music,  and  becomes  eager  to  advance  in  the  study. 

The  action  of  the  board  in  adopting  this  branch  as  a  regular  study 
in  the  schools  is  warmly  approved  by  the  citizens  of  the  borough.  It 
seems  that  the  slight  objection  that  existed  at  its  introduction  has 
been  removed  by  its  own  inherent  fascinating  powers.  Music's 
charms  made  for  the  schools  many  warm  friends. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  school  year  (1897-97)  the  board 
after  careful  consideration  has  decided  to  establish  what  the  law 
terms  a  first  grade  high  school,  including  a  thorough  commercial 
course,  all  to  go  into  operation  at  once. 

To  carry  out  this  new  project  the  teaching  force  of  the  high 
school  was  strengthened  by  the  appointment  of  a  thorough  instructor 
in  the  commercial  branches,  and  the  course  of  study  thoroughly  re- 
vised. 
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All  llu-  branches  of  ahid.y  nocdcd  iu  the  eslablishuicnl  of  a  lirst 
{jjrade  high  school  have  been  added  and  are  enumerated  in  the  follow- 
ing three  courses,  each  couse  reciuiring  four  years: 

The  classical  course  includes  Latin,  Caesar,  Virgil,  Cicero;  Greek, 
Reader,  Grammar,  Xenophon's  Anabasis,  four  books,  Homer's  Iliad, 
three  books;  Algebra,  geometry,  zoology,  including  entomology, 
Greek  history,  English  history,  Roman  history,  botany,  rhetoric  and 
composition,  English  literature,  business  correspondence,  chemistry, 
including  the  chemistry  of  soils,  physics,  geology,  trigonometry,  in- 
cluding plane  surveying,  civics,  vocal  music,  penmanship,  drawing. 

The  scientific  course  includes  Latin,  Caesar,  Virgil,  Cicero;  alge- 
bre,  geometry,  zoology,  including  entomology,  botany,  geology, 
physics,  chemistry,  including  the  chemistry  of  soils,  general  history, 
German,  literature,  business  correspondence,  trigonometry,  including 
plane  surveying,  civics,  penmanship,  drawing  and  vocal  music. 

The  commercial  course  includes  algebra,  geometry,  commercial 
arithmetic,  commercial  geography,  commercial  law,  stenography, 
business  correspondence,  typewriting,  book-keeping,  zoolog}',  includ- 
ing entomology,  botany,  geology,  rhetoric  and  composition,  German 
literature,  civics,  vocal  music,  penmanship,  drawing,  Roman  history. 

Each  of  the  courses  provides  for  a  thorough  review  in  English 
grammar,  arithmetic,  reading  and  elocution,  declamation,  physical 
geography,  political  geography.  United  States  history,  orthography, 
physiology. 

This  new  course  of  the  high  school,  including  the  commercial  de- 
partment, and  a  thorough  revision  of  the  grammar,  secondary  and 
primary  courses,  I  feel  certain  will  yield  increased  advantages  to  our 
school  children. 

In  formulating  and  revising  the  course  of  study  we  kept  in  view 
the  idea  of  a  full  and  rounded-out  education  for  pupils  of  any  and  all 
grades. 

In  our  judgment,  the  ordinary  public  school  should  not  be  made  an 
exclusive  means  of  preparing  for  a  higher  course  of  study,  excepting 
so  far  as  such  preparation  can  be  made  to  fit  the  pupil  for  practical 
life.  The  public  schools  are  designed  to  do  the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number,  and  as  a  large  majority  of  the  graduates  of  gram- 
mar and  high  schools  are  compelled  to  engage  in  some  bread  winning 
occupation  immediately  upon  graduating,  the  course  of  study  should 
be  constructed  on  lines  that  will  insure  them  the  greatest  possible 
benefit  and  at  the  same  time  equip  them  for  higher  education. 

Fourteen  joung  persons  graduated  from  our  high  school,  eight 
young  men  and  six  young  ladies.  The  six  young  ladies  passed  the 
teachers'  examination  successfully.  Six  of  the  young  men  passed 
the  examination  to  the  Freshman  class  of  Lehigh  TTniversity.  four 
without  conditions. 
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New  Building. 

To  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  the  primary  grades  in  the 
south  western  portion  of  our  borough  the  board  is  erecting  a  new 
four  room  building  at  a  probable  cost  of  $12,000.  It  is  expected  to 
be  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  beginning  of  November. 

All  the  noted  holidays  and  anniversaries  were  appropriately  ob- 
served. 

The  compulsory  education  law  was  fully  complied  with  by  the 
board.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  attendance  officer  employed  by  the 
board  a  large  number  of  children  whose  intellectual  growth  had  here- 
tofore been  overlooked,  was  brought  under  instruction  and  discipline. 

Taking  a  retrospective  view  of  our  schools,  noting  all  the  grades 
from  the  first  year  pupil  up  to  the  graduate  of  the  high  school,  the 
facilities  and  advantages  offered  the  pupils  of  all  grades,  the  en- 
ergy displayed  by  the  teachers  in  advancing  in  both  their  general 
qualifications  and  adaptability  to  teach,  the  vigilant  care  exercised 
over  the  schools  by  the  directors,  the  attention  given  to  instruction 
in  the  general  branches  of  study,  as  well  as  special  branches,  such 
as  vocal  music,  art  work,  physical  culture,  practical  ethics,  etc.,  one 
may  with  pride  say  that  the  schools  of  this  district  are  in  a  progres- 
sive condition. 


SOUTH  CHESTER— J.  C.  Hockenberry. 


Last  year  the  board  of  education,  at  an  expenditure  of  $15,000,  en- 
larged and  remodeled  two  of  our  buildings,  thereby  increasing  our 
seating  capacity  by  over  250  sittings.  The  assembly  room  of  the 
high  school  has  been  fitted  up  with  electric  light,  making  it  suitable 
for  an  occasional  evening  meeting. 

The  commencement  exercises  of  our  high  school,  held  June  3, 
were  of  special  interest  because  of  the  fact  that  the  class  of  '97  is  the 
first  one  to  complete  the  full  four  years'  course.  This  change  from 
a  three  to  a  four  years'  course  is  so  popular  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  get  our  people  to  go  back  to  the  old  plan,  even  in  the 
midst  of  the  hardest  times  South  Chester  has  ever  seen.  The  pros- 
pects of  our  high  school  are  very  bright.  Next  year's  enrolment 
promises  to  go  33  per  cent,  beyond  that  of  the  closing  year.  This  is 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  estimated  increase  in  the  district  enrol- 
ment, which  will  not  exceed  10  per  cent.  Nothing  can  explain  this 
but  a  growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  higher  education. 
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Our  Public  School  Library, 


A  year  ago  this  library  numbered  150  volumes.  Now  it  reaches 
the  number  of  300,  not  counting  a  tine  edition  of  the  Encyclopedia 
Brittauica,  which  is  just  now  being  purchased.  The  proper  use  of 
these  books  has  been  so  well  "talked  up"  and  the  pupils  have  been 
so  well  guided  in  their  reading  that  four  times  as  many  books  were 
taken  out  and  read  by  the  high  and  grammar  school  pupils  as  the 
records  of  the  preceding  year  would  show.  In  response  to  the  State 
Superintendent's  question,  "Do  the  pupils  read  to  learn  after  they 
have  learned  to  read?"  we  would  say  that  we  confidently  believe  we 
are  on  the  right  road  to  that  result.  About  $250  has  been  spent  on 
our  library,  exclusive  of  a  fine  wall  case,  which  was  put  in  at  au  ex- 
pense of  $90.  There  is  no  library  tax,  as  our  district  is  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  pay  taxes  already  levied.  The  money  is  raised  by  an  occa- 
sional entertainment.  The  past  year  we  have  raised  $130  in  this 
way. 

Higher  Work  Anmng  the  Teachers. 

The  board  and  the  superintendent  congratulate  themselves  upon 
the  spirit  manifested  by  their  corps  of  teachers  with  reference  to 
preparation  for  better  work  in  the  positions  they  now  fill  or  for 
higher  positions  when  such  become  vacant.  Last  year  twenty-four 
of  our  teachers  pursued  under  competent  instructors  ten  different 
courses  of  study,  as  follows:  German,  mathematics,  Latin,  higher 
English,  pedagogy,  philosophy,  physics,  French,  art  design  and  pho- 
netics of  the  English  language.  There  were  probably  others  whose 
work  did  not  come  to  the  notice  of  the  superintendent.  I  believe  few 
towns  of  our  size  will  excel  this  record.  To  secure  to  the  new  teacher 
a  better  knowledge  of  pedagogical  thought  and  practice,  the  super- 
intendent required  all  applicants  for  provisional  certificates  to  read 
Quick's  ''Educational  Reformers,"  preparatory  to  their  examination 
in  Theory  of  Teaching.  Next  year  some  work  on  elemetnary  psy- 
chology will  j)robably  be  assigned. 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

Meetings  for  teachers  were  held  about  once  a  month.  The  last 
meeting  was  devoted  especially  to  a  consideration  of  the  mutual 
relations  existing  between  parent  and  teacher.  A  large  number  of 
parents  was  present,  much  larger  than  was  expected,  and  there  was 
a  free  and  helpful  exchange  of  ideas. 
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SOUTH  EASTON— A.  J.  La  Harre. 


Work  well  done  will  not  go  without  its  reward.  Throughout  the 
whole  past  scholastic  year,  with  oik^  or  two  exceptions,  our  teachers 
of  this  borough  have  striven  earnestly  to  better,  if  possible,  the  work 
of  former  years,  and  I  believe  that  tliey  feel  their  labors  have  not  been 
in  vain. 

We  graduated  this  year  a  class  of  thirty-eight,  seventeen  males 
and  twenty-one  females,  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  our  schools. 
Four  young  men  of  the  classical  course  entered  as  students  of  Lafay- 
ette College,  and  tw^o  young  ladies  intend  to  enter  some  female  col- 
lege in  September.  Our  monthly  educational  meetings  have  been 
well  attended,  and  the  majority  of  the  teachers  are  keenly  alive  to 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  an  interchange  of  views  and  methods. 
We  make  no  boast  of  extraordinary  achievements,  but  we  work 
quietly  and  earnestly,  each  teacher  putting  forth  strong  efforts  to 
accomplish  as  much  as  possible. 

The  seven  schools  removed  from  the  old  dilapidated  buildings  to 
the  new  building  have  felt  the  influence  of  the  beautiful  surroundings, 
and  a  great  change  for  the  better  has  been  the  result.  The  pupils 
are  more  regular  in  attendance  and  study  with  much  greater  zeal. 

We  have  as  yet  what  may  be  designated  as  only  the  nucleus  of  a 
library,  about  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  was 
raised  chiefly  through  the  efforts  of  our  teachers  and  my  predecessor, 
Supt.  S.  E.  Shull,  and  the  pupils  of  the  high  school.  It  is  small  in 
the  number  of  volumes  it  contains,  three  hundred  and  fifty,  but  it  is 
a  good  working  library  for  use  in  our  high  school.  True,  the  larger 
])upils  from  the  other  schools,  especially  from  the  upper  grades,  have 
access  to  it,  but  as  the  literature  is  not  the  best  adapted  to  lower 
grades,  those  pupils  cannot  make  that  use  of  it  that  would  be  the 
most  beneficial  to  them  . 

Many  of  our  older  pupils  do  considerable  reading  for  self-improve- 
ment. For  two  years  past  we  have  not  added  to  the  number  of 
volumes,  and  those  we  have  are  getting  much  worn.  That  fact  alone 
speaks  more  forcibly  for  the  benefits  derived  from  its  use  than 
volumes  of  words  can  express.  We  propose  to  add  to  our  list  of 
volumes  by  another  year  if  we  can  by  any  possibility  raise  the  neces- 
sary funds. 

The  seductive  methods  of  the  relicr  luap  man.  the  chart  agent,  the 
globe  seller  and  block  peddler  are  futile  in  this  borough.     We  believe 
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we  can  put  the  school  money  to  better  use  than  tying  it  up  in  useless, 
often  worse  than  useless,  paraphernalia.  We  need  all  the  money 
we  can  spare  to  put  in  books,  and  the  actual  necessities  for  good 
school  room  work.  An  active,  live  and  brainy  teacher  will  devise 
methods  of  teaching  a  subject  successfully  without  the  use  of  costly 
apparatus.  For  several  years  past  w-e  have  been  hounded  by  chart 
agents  and  map  sellers,  but  they  finally  disappear  with  blank  orders 
onlv.  to  seek  more  fertile  fields. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnis. 


The  reports  furnished  the  Department  from  time  to  time  during 
the  year,  contained  about  all  that  was  of  special  interest  concerning 
the  operation  of  our  schools.  The  year  has  been  one  of  earnest  effort 
all  along  the  line,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  results  have 
been  in  keeping  with  healthy  educational  progress. 

Among  the  laws  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  1895  that  influenced 
our  schools  most,  during  the  term,  were  those  pertaining  to  compul- 
sory attendance  and  the  establishment  of  libraries. 

The  compulsory  law  was  carried  out  to  the  letter,  in  as  far  as  its 
vagueness  would  permit.  The  belief  that  the  wisest  construction 
to  be  placed  upon  it  was  that  its  enforcement  should  begin  at  the 
opening  of  the  schools,  led  the  board  to  act  upon  that  principle.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  percentage  of  attendance  in  our  bor- 
ough was  considerably  above  the  average  in  the  State,  prior  to  the 
passage  of  the  law,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  exerted  a  beneficial 
influence  in  increasing  the  enrolment  as  well  as  in  making  the  at- 
tendance more  regular.  We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  in 
our  flrst  year's  experience  of  its  enforcement,  with  an  enrolment  of 
eighteen  hundred  pupils,  we  were  required  to  make  but  one  arrest. 
As  a  rule,  patrons  and  all  concerned,  look  to  the  law  in  the  proper 
spirit. 

The  provisions  of  the  new  library  law  permitted  the  transfer  of 
the  books  and  appliances  of  the  Steelton  Library  Association  to  the 
new  organization,  formed  under  the  control  of  the  school  board. 
As  yet  no  special  tax  has  been  levied  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
new  organization,  owing  to  the  great  industrial  depression.  Under 
existing  conditions,  it  dou'bt^esg  would  be  better  if  school  authorities 
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were  permitted  to  appropriate  money  to  the  library  without  beiug 
required  to  levy  a  special  tax  for  that  purpose.  The  tax  levy  proviso 
has  hampered  us  considerably,  as  it  has  prevented  the  purchase  of 
any  additional  books  during  the  year.  The  prospects  for  the  future, 
however,  are  somewhat  more  encouraging. 

As  a  result  of  the  beneficence  of  the  managers  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Steel  Company,  a  well  selected  school  library  of  more  than  two  thou- 
sand volumes  has  been  a  most  valuable  auxiliary  to  our  work  since 
1884.  Its  effects  are  plainly  to  be  seen  in  the  spirit  of  investigation 
that  it  has  fostered,  and  in  the  taste  for  that  which  is  pure  and  lofty  in 
literature  that  it  has  created. 


SUNBURY— C.  1).  Oberdorf. 


I  herewith  submit  a  brief  report  of  the  schools  of  the  Sunbury  dis- 
trict for  the  school  year  1896-97. 

Our  schools  on  June  11th  closed,  after  a  nine  months'  prosperous 
term.  The  work  of  the  year  has  been  very  satisfactory  and  we  are 
convinced  that  substantial  progress  has  been  made. 

Our  teachers,  generally,  have  been  earnest  and  industrious,  regular 
in  attendance  at  teachers'  meetings,  and  have  shown  a  commendable 
and  willing  promptness  to  receive  and  act  upon  all  suggestions  in- 
tended to  advance  the  interests  of  our  schools. 

The  course  of  study  has  been  rearranged  and  broadened,  and  to- 
gether with  the  rules  and  regulations  governing  teachers,  pupils,  etc., 
has  been  published  in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  guidance  of  teachers, 
pupils,  parents  and  directors. 

The  school  board  has  manifested  much  interest  in  school  work,  and 
has  been  prompt  to  supply  all  actual  necessities. 

A  new  high  school  building  has  been  constructed  at  an  expendi- 
ture of  about  fifty  thousand  dollars.  It  is  elegant  in  design  and 
finish  and  thoroughly  modern  in  all  its  appointments.  It  will  be 
handsomely  furnished  and  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of  the 
school  term  in  September. 

The  high  school  library  has  been  increased  somewhat  during  the 
year,  and  now  numbers  about  a  thousand  choice  volumes. 

The  high  school  curriculum  comprises  three  courses: 
A  college  ijreparatory  course,  designed  to  prepare  boys  and  girls 
for  our  leading  colleges. 

A  science  course,  in  which  speial  attention  is  given  to  the 
.sciences. 
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A  coiiimeroial  course,  designed  to  give  tliose  who  select  it  a  good 
business  education. 

Graduations  from  the  high  school  are  based  upon  the  average  of 
the  daily  recitations  and  the  i)ereentage  attained  on  final  examina- 
tion bj  the  superintendent. 

Thirty-two  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  successfully  complet(,'d  the 
course  of  study  and  graduated  at  the  close  of  Ihe  i)resent  school  year, 
those  only  taking  part  in  the  couunencement  work  whose  general 
average  was  above  90  per  cent. 

The  annual  commencement  exercises,  held  in  Lyon's  opera  house, 
before  a  very  large  and  appreciative  audience,  were  in  every  sense 
of  the  expression  ''a  complete  success." 

Our  schools  have  been  conducted  during  the  term  along  the  lines 
of  former  years,  with  but  few  changes;  such  as  have  been  made 
have  proven  to  be  beneficial,  and  while  not  radical,  were  in  the  line 
of  progress. 

An  efficient  board  of  directors  and  a  corps  of  zealous  teachers 
aided  greatly  in  the  work  of  the  year,  and  our  thanks  and  obligations 
are  due  to  them  for  generous  support  and  assistance. 


TAMAQUA— K.  F.  Ditchburn. 


This  year  I  take  greater  pleasure  in  speaking  of  our  schools  and  the 
work  done  in  them,  than  ever  before.  The  number  of  pupils  is  in- 
creasing, as  is  the  daily  attendance.  This  year  we  admitted  1,387, 
and  the  daily  average  was  1,027.  The  number  admitted  this  year 
was  12  per  cent,  greater  than  that  of  two  years  ago,  and  the  daily 
average  21  per  cent,  higher. 

Government. 

Some  two  years  ago  corporal  punishment  was  abolished  in  our 
schools  and  we  have  never  regretted  it.  In  place  of  the  rod  our  plan 
is  as  follows:  If  a  pupil  persistently  mis'behaves,  the  parents  are 
notified,  and  this  generally  produces  a  change  for  the  better,  if  it  does 
not,  then  the  pupil  is  suspended  for  one  week,  which  seldom  or 
never  fails  to  reform  ''my  young  gentlemen."  T  say  young  gentle- 
men advisedly,  for  during  all  these  years  we  have  never  had  occa- 
sion to  suspend  "a  young  lady."  This  last  shows  very  plainly  that 
girls  are  better  behayed  than  Ixtvs.  and  so  thev  are.     F^ome  think 
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that  this  method  of  suspension  is  not  ii  good  one.  The  people  who 
think  thus  are  generally  those  who  have  had  a  suspension  in  the 
family;  the  only  kind  of  people  who  believe  in  the  rod  are  those  who 
have  been  notified,  and  very  often  if  a  rod  should  be  put  on  one  of 
their  children,  they  would  go  swearing  and  tearing  around  town, 
threatening  the  teacher  with  death  and  destrucMon  and  kindred  pen- 
alties. The  evil  conduct  of  the  child  almost  alw^iys  has  its  origin  at 
home,  either  by  direct  example  or  by  negligence  in  not  keeping  the 
child  from  the  evil  influences  of  the  street  and  other  places.  The 
schools  were  never  intended  to  free  parents  from  all  responsibility 
of  conduct  of  their  children.  We  try  to  keep  our  schools  free  from 
contagious  diseases.  So  we  must  try  to  keep  out  all  other  forms  of 
evil.  Disobedience,  profanity,  impudence,  impurity,  dishonesty  and 
idleness  are  as  much  to  be  dreaded  as  any  form  of  physical  disability. 
I  am  certain  that  our  school  government  has  been  attended  with  good 
results.  The  pupils  in  our  schools  to-day  are  as  different  from  those 
of  forty  years  ago  as  civilization  is  from  barbarism.  To-day  our 
pupils  are  clean,  well  dressed  and  generally  put  on  the  airs  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  and  when  they  are  going  to  school  they  look  as  if  they 
were  going  to  church  or  some  other  entertainment.  Cleanliness  and 
good  clothes  are  great  helps  to  godliness.  Then  another  great  help 
to  school  government,  we  have  good  and  comfortable  school  rooms 
far  ahead  of  those  of  former  years.  Now,  I  do  not  claim  that  our 
schools  alone  have  produced  this  great  change,  "not  unto  us  be  all  the 
glory,"  fathers  and  mothers,  especially  the  mothers,  have  helped  us 
as  we  have  helped  them,  to  make  our  school  population  in  appear- 
ance and  conduct  second  to  none  in  the  country. 

Intellectual  Progress 

During  the  past  two  years  has  been  very  satisfactory.  With  our 
increased  school  accommodations  we  extended  our  course  of  study, 
and  this  has  worked  well  and  we  have  shown  that  pupils  can  learn 
a  great  many  more  things  than  the  three  K's,  that  they  can  learn 
what  anybody  else  can  learn.  The  reason  that  our  forefathers  and 
foremothers  did  not  learn  more  was  they  never  had  the  chance. 
Make  our  surroundings  favorable  to  learning  and  we  will  learn. 

Now  to  pass  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous.  Chart  men,  block 
men,  globe  men  and  such  like  give  us  a  wide  berth,  such  things  as 
blocks  and  globes  we  get  made  as  we  want  them.  Our  charts  are 
reading  charts,  our  text  books  are  so  well  illustrated  that  charts  are 
not  necessary. 

We  held  our  commencement  on  the  evening  of  June  2.Sd.     There 
was  a  very  large  attendance  of  our  citizens,  who  showed  the  highest 
approbation   of  the  exercises.     There   were  sixteen   graduates,   ten 
gentlemen  and  six  ladies. 
17 -.5- 07 
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TITUS  VILLE— Robert  D.  Crawford. 


1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  work  of  the  school  year  1896-97 
was  very  satisfactorily  terminated  June  11,  1897,  by  the  graduation 
of  seventeen  boys  and  sixteen  girls  from  our  high  school.  Progres- 
sive pedagogical  study  and  work  were  the  dominant  thought  of  the 
majority  of  our  teachers,  and  real  scientific  teaching  was  witnessed 
by  many  of  our  interested  citizens  as  they  encouraged  earnest  work 
by  frequent  calls  and  visits.  Long's  Apperception,  DeGarmo's  Her- 
bart,  and  The  Herbartians,  Kellog's  Educational  Foundations  and  a 
paper  on  Ethical  Training,  read  by  the  superintendent  at  the  opening 
of  the  year's  work,  furnished  subjects  for  discussion  at  the  frequent 
teachers'  meetings  for  the  entire  year. 


TYRONE— C.  E.  Kaufifman. 


In  general,  decided  progress  has  been  made  in  all  departments  of 
school  work  during  the  current  school  year  just  closed.  Much  of  the 
improvement  was  due  to  the  professional  reading  supplied  by  the 
pedagogical  library  established  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  faculty 
and  board  of  directors.  The  collection  of  books  will  be  extended 
year  by  year  with  an  annual  outlay  of  twenty-five  dollars  or  more. 

Much  stress  was  laid  during  the  year  upon  the  inculcation  and 
cultivation  of  the  school  virtues,  namely,  obedience,  truthfulness,  in- 
dustry, punctuality  and  cleanliness.  If  we  have  instilled  these  vir- 
tues, very  much  has  been  accomplished  for  our  wards.  In  fact  the 
measure  of  success  of  the  aforesaid  teaching  must  indicate  our  cor- 
responding success  or  failure  in  the  subject  matter  of  the  various 
branches  in  the  course  of  study. 

Better  results  have  been  secured  in  reading  and  language  teaching. 
The  language  work  is  yet  very  unsatisfactory,  and  this  branch  is 
greatly  disliked  by  most  teachers.  A  complete  course  of  instruction 
in  language  was  arranged  for  every  grade  in  all  of  our  schools.     Fre- 
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quent  exercises  in  dictation  and  composition  were  given  and  arranged 
upon  suitable  topics,  yet  results  are  only  partially  satisfactory. 

"Memory  Gems"  are  a  component  part  of  our  language  work.  Se- 
lections suitable  are  assigned  every  grade  for  memory  work,  including 
the  high  school. 

A  commercial  department  was  planned  and  arranged  for  the  next 
school  year.  Following  are  the  branches  comprising  the  two  years' 
course  of  study:  First  year,  Book-keeping,  arithmetic,  commercial 
law,  penmanship,  phonography,  English,  orthography.  United  States 
history,  drawing;  second  year,  book-keeping,  arithmetic,  civics,  pho- 
nography, penmanship,  English,  general  history,  commercial  law, 
commercial  geography,  orthography  and  drawing. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  unusually  interesting  and  well 
attended,  because  of  the  presence  of  our  worthy  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer.  His  address,  "Does 
Education  Pay?"  was  delivered  in  a  masterful  manner,  and  it  won 
the  enthusiastic  approval  of  the  large  audience.  The  graduates  num- 
bered twentj'.  There  were  no  graduates  in  the  class  who  completed 
the  full  four  years'  course  of  study.  The  course  of  study  made  pro- 
vision for  the  graduation  of  students  at  the  completion  of  the  third 
year,  if  students  so  elected. 

Forty  students  were  admitted  into  the  high  school  from  the  gram- 
mar grades. 

The  number  of  schools  in  the  borough  is  twenty-nine. 


UNIONTOWN— Lee  Smith. 


I  hereby  submit  my  first  annual  report  as  superintendent  of  the 
public  schools  of  Uniontown  for  the  year  1896-7. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year  was  1,587.  Average 
attendance,  1,118. 

The  progress  during  the  year  has  been  good. 

Our  teachers  have  shown  an  interest  in  their  work.  Weekly  teach- 
ers' meetings  were  held,  which  all  the  teachers  attended.  Many  made 
special  preparation  for  their  grade  of  work. 

Miss  Lotta  Reynolds,  one  of  our  teachers,  prepared  for  and  passed 
the  examination  for  a  permanent  certificate. 

Our  board  of  directors  organized  a  high  school  department,  having 
a  course  of  study  covering  a  period  of  three  years. 
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The  first  high  school  class,  a  class  of  twelve  young  ladies  and  five 
young  men,  was  graduated  June  1st. 

Vocal  music  for  the  commencement  exercises  was  furnished  by 
high  school  students  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Effie  Cooper,  who  has 
charge  of  the  music  in  our  schools. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  faithfully  enforced,  the  board 
employing  a  special  ofiicer  to  look  after  and  to  bring  in  truants  and 
others. 

The  "block  man"  made  no  impression  upon  our  school  board.  The 
taxes  were  expended  for  the  necessary  equipment  of  the  schools. 

About  $100  worth  of  physical  and  chemical  materials  and  about 
f60  worth  of  books  for  the  library  were  purchased  during  the  year. 
Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria,  the  schools  were  closed  two 
weeks  during  September,  1896. 

Although  we  are  able  to  report  progress  during  the  past  year,  we 
realize  that  there  is  much  yet  to  be  accomplished.  We  hope  to  be 
able  to  report  at  the  close  of  our  next  school  year  our  schools  as  still 
making  progress. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  Jones. 


A  resume  of  the  year's  work  in  the  schools  is  a  repetition,  in  great 
part,  of  what  has  been  given  in  former  reports. 

An  event  of  unusual  interest  to  patrons,  teachers  and  pupils  was 
the  exhibition  of  the  work  done  in  the  drawing  and  manual  training 
departments.  More  than  a  thousand  persons  passed  through  the 
rooms.  The  remarks  of  many  parents  indicated  that  they  knew  little 
of  the  quality  of  the  work  their  children  were  doing.  The  commenda- 
tions were  a  great  encouragement  to  the  teachers. 

Our  school  library  contains  one  thousand  volumes  chosen  espe- 
cially with  reference  to  the  capabilities  and  needs  of  the  pupils.  In 
addition,  the  trustees  of  the  public  library  allow  the  pupils  to  take 
books  when  the  teacher  sends  an  order  naming  the  book  wanted. 

In  all  the  grades  the  pupils  are  taught  to  read,  and  required  to 
memorize  a  few  entire  poems  and  some  choice  selections  in  prose. 
With  this  memory  work  they  learn  what  they  can  of  the  authors 
whose  writings  they  study.  The  books  necessary  for  the  teachers' 
use.  they  order  from  the  library. 
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By  the  time  the  pupils  reach  the  high  school  they  will  have  in 
memory  many  of  the  world's  richest  thoughts  in  the  most  beautiful 
language.  As  an  aid  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  authors,  and  an 
incentive  to  diligent  study,  the  school  board  purchased  a  large  cab- 
inet in  which  are  placed  photographs  and  signatures  of  authors.  All 
means  are  taken  to  have  the  pupils  interested  in  the  events  and  places 
mentioned  in  the  memory  gems,  and  also  in  the  characteristics  of  the 
authors.  Frequently  the  children  are  so  eager  to  read  the  work  of 
the  author,  which  comes  in  the  succeeding  grade,  that  the  parents 
are  importuned  to  purchase  the  book.  In  some  cases  the  families 
are  adding  to  their  home  libraries  the  works  of  the  authors  as  their 
children  study  them  at  school.  In  others  the  books  are  read  aloud 
in  the  evening  so  that  all  may  hear.  Teachers  and  directors  know 
that  our  pupils  are  storing  their  minds  with  the  choicest  treasures 
of  literature,  while  all  believe  that  the  relish,  in  youth,  for  what  is 
pure  and  elegant  in  poetry  and  prose,  will  create  a  desire  and  an 
ability  to  read  and  understand,  in  maturer  years,  the  good  reading  of 
the  age. 

In  the  high  school  the  teacher  in  charge  of  the  critical  reading  has 
in  his  records  the  names  of  the  books  that  the  different  pupils  have 
read.  From  these  lists  he  can  determine  what  authors  the  pupils 
can  profitably  read.  Each  pupil  is  required  to  read  every  year  six 
books  chosen  by  the  teacher.  In  all  classes  the  reading  is  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  teacher.  In  the  lowest  class  it  sometimes 
occurs  that  a  few  pupils  can  read  to  advantage  good  histories,  while 
others  find  books  such  as  Black  Beauty  and  A  Cup  of  Loving  Service 
sufficiently  difficult  to  master.  Our  aim  is  to  interest  the  pupils  so 
that  they  can  read  better  books  until  a  correct  reading  habit  is 
formed. 

All  books  read  by  the  pupils  have  to  be  reviewed  by  them  and 
afterwards  criticised  in  writing  on  a  form  prepared  for  the  purpose. 
Two  periods  a  week  are  taken  in  each  class  for  explanations,  lectures 
and  quizzes.  Our  course  in  memory  work  and  reading  will,  we 
believe,  not  only  give  the  pupils  an  acquaintance  with  good  litera- 
ture and  a  taste  for  it  and  enable  them  to  discriminate  between  good 
and  worthless  reading,  but  it  will  increase  their  mental  grasp  on  the 
subjects  of  study,  their  desire  to  read  to  learn,  and  their  ability  to 
appreciate  the  ennobling  sentiments  which  the  best  reading  incul- 
cates. 
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WILKES-BARRE— J.  M.  Coughlin. 


The  school  term  opened  with  the  annual  city  teachers'  institute, 
August  31st,  and  closed  June  11,  and  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-six  days  of  actual  teaching.  Ten  monthly  meetings  of  teachers 
were  held  during  the  year. 

The  total  enrolment  of  pupils  for  the  year  was  eight  thousand  five 
hundred,  an  increase  over  last  year  of  six  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

The  average  daily  attendance  was  six  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixteen,  an  increase  over  last  year  of  five  hundred  and  sixty-eight. 
The  enrolment  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  seven  thousand  and  thirty, 
an  increase  over  last  year  of  seven  hundred  and  sixty-one.  These 
figures  representing  attendance  are  the  more  gratifying  because  the 
increase  is  largely  in  the  more  advanced  grades,  showing  an  increased 
disposition  upon  the  part  of  the  people  to  give  their  children  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  full  course  of  study. 

In  the  grades  below  the  high  school  the  following  promotions  were 
made:  Boys,  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixteen;  girls,  two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  sixty-four.  An  increase  over  last  year  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  high  school  was  five 
hundred  and  fifty-seven.  The  number  on  roll  at  the  close  of  the  term 
was  four  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

The  number  graduated  in  the  college  preparatory  department  was 
sixteen;  in  the  Latin  scientific  department,  twenty-five;  in  the  English 
scientific  course,  nineteen;  in  the  normal  course,  eight,  and  the  com- 
mercial course,  forty,  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  eight.  Six- 
teen post  graduate  students  completed  the  short  hand  course  and 
received  certificates  of  proficiency. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-six  pupils  were  promoted  from  the  gram- 
mar schools  to  the  high  school,  making  a  probable  attendance  for  next 
year  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-two. 

The  work  in  all  departments  and  grades  was  good,  but  in  reading, 
literature,  penmanship  and  drawing  it  was  unusually  so. 

A  course  in  general  reading  and  literature  beginning  with  the  fifth 
year,  was  adopted  by  the  board  and  put  into  operation  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year.  This  course  covers  four  years  and  includes  a  series 
of  twenty-two  books,  four  on  biography,  three  supplementing  geog- 
rapliy,  three  on  history,  four  on  science  and  eight  standard  books  in 
literature. 
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The  advantage  of  such  a  course  of  reading  under  Instruction  can 
scarcely  be  over  estimated.  These  books  are  carefully  read  and 
studied  in  a  literary  sense;  favorite  passages  are  frequently  com- 
mitted to  memory;  compositions  and  character  sketches  are  written, 
reviewing  the  books.  The  pupils  learn  to  read  to  get  thought  and 
information.  The  ability  to  read  a  continuous  story  and  keep  in 
mind  the  narrative  is  developed  in  the  younger  classes,  and  strength- 
ened by  thoughtful  questioning. 

The  course  of  reading  adopted  is  as  follows:  Fifth  year,  the  auto- 
biography of  Franklin,  Eggleston's  First  Book  in  American  History, 
Seaside  and  AVayside  No.  2,  The  King  of  the  Golden  River,  Water 
Babies  and  Geographical  Reader  Number  1. 

Sixth  year,  Eggleston's  History  of  America  and  its  People,  The 
Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Greek  Heroes,  Lady  of  the  Lake  and  Sea- 
side and  Wayside  No.  3. 

Seventh  year.  The  Life  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  Seaside  and  Wayside 
No.  4,  Enoch  Arden,  Evangeline  and  Rupert's  Geographical  Reader. 

Eighth  year.  The  Life  of  Hamilton,  Haines'  Speech  on  the  Consti- 
tution and  Webster's  Reply,  Lambs  Tales  from  Shakespeare  and 
Shaler's  Our  Continent. 

Twenty-five  hundred  children  took  up  their  respective  parts  of  this 
course  during  the  year.  The  extent  of  this  reading  thus  organized 
and  carried  out  under  instruction  may  be  better  appreciated  when 
we  consider  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  work  done  by  these  pupils 
is  equivalent  to  ten  thousand  volumes  taken  from  the  public  library 
in  the  regular  course  of  its  circulation.  The  work  in  general  reading 
and  literary  study  promises  still  greater  results  in  the  future. 

The  natural  system  of  vertical  writing  was  adopted  and  put  into 
the  schools  the  past  year,  and  the  results  have  been  a  surprise  to  all. 
I  have  never  witnessed  in  any  other  line  of  school  work  so  great  a 
change  for  the  better.     It  is  simply  marvelous. 

Latin  and  German  are  now  taught  in  one  of  our  grammar  schools. 

Parents  who  desire  to  have  their  children  begin  the  study  of  the 
languages  at  an  earlier  period  than  when  entering  the  high  school, 
can  have  them  admitted  to  this  school  from  any  part  of  the  city. 
This  change  is  a  great  advantage  to  those  who  wish  to  take  a  clas- 
sical course  and  prepare  for  college.  Eighty  students  were  enrolled 
in  the  language  classes  this  year. 

I  think  we  have  reason  to  feel  pleased  with  the  work  done  the 
past  year,  and  look  forward  to  the  future  with  renewed  ambition  to 
bring  the  schools  up  to  the  highest  possible  degree  of  usefulness. 
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WILLIAMSPORT— Charles  Lose. 


In  compliance  with  your  request  that  this  report  shall  contain  some 
account  of  school  libraries  and  the  extent  to  which  the  pupils  read, 
the  following  brief  statement  of  the  work  of  the  Williamsport  public 
school  library  is  given. 

The  library  was  organized  about  fifteen  years  ago,  and  its 
growth  in  its  earlier  years  was  largely  due  to  the  efforts 
of  the  late  Josiah  Emerj-,  who  for  a  long  period  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Williamsport  school  board.  It  was  intended  to 
be  not  only  a  school  library,  but  also  a  library  for  the  gen- 
eral public,  and  has  been  supported  by  contributions  made  by  various 
persons  and  societies,  by  tuition  of  outside  pupils  and  by  the  receipts  of 
lectures,  entertainments,  etc.  It  has  always  been  under  the  control 
of  the  school  board  and  is  managed  by  a  committee  appointed  each 
year  for  that  purpose,  several  of  this  committee  being  prominent  citi- 
zens not  connected  with  the  school  board.  The  library  now  numbers 
about  five  thousand  volumes,  and  is  located  on  the  third  floor  of  the 
high  school  building,  in  a  room  especially  furnished  for  its  use.  The 
library  is  in  charge  of  the  principal  of  the  high  school,  who,  with  an 
assistant,  keeps  it  open  several  half  days  each  week. 

During  the  last  year  the  library  committee,  under  the  management 
of  its  chairman,  Mr.  H.  R.  Fleming,  arranged  a  course  of  four  lectures, 
to  be  delivered  in  the  high  school  room.  Prof.  W.  W.  Kelchner  lec- 
tured on  "A  Study  of  Holmes,"  Rev.  Elliot  C.  Armstrong  on  "Life  in 
Ancient  Egypt,"  Dr.  John  H.  Harris  on  ''Two  Sides  of  a  Dollar,"  and 
Hon.  Emerson  Collins  on  "Alexander  Hamilton."  In  addition  to  fur- 
nishing the  teachers  and  the  general  public  with  four  very  pleasant 
and  profitable  evening  entertainments,  the  lectures  natted  |102.G8, 
which  was  added  to  the  library  fund.  The  committee  also  arranged 
to  sell  certificates  for  |1.00  each,  that  might  be  assigned  to  any  one 
designated  by  the  subscriber,  and  which  entitled  the  holder  to  the 
free  use  of  the  library  for  one  year.  It  is  fioped  by  this  means  to  raise 
several  hundred  dollars. 

The  most  important  step  taken  by  the  committee  was  the  one  tend- 
ing to  extend  the  use  of  the  library  among  the  teachers  and  pupils 
of  the  public  schools.  With  this  end  in  view,  it  was  decided  to  place 
in  the  annual  district  report  of  the  schools  a  list  of  such  books  as 
would  assist  the  teachers  and  supplement  their  work  in  geography, 
historj^  literature,  elementary  science,  etc. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  pupils  of  the  schools  in  the  use  of  the 
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library,  it  was  arranged  to  open  the  library  to  certain  designated 
classes  of  the  three  grammar  grades  and  the  high  school.  This 
opened  the  library  to  twenty-eight  schools,  containing  about  one  thou- 
sand pupils,  who  availed  themselves  promptly  of  this  facility  to  get 
books.  A  deposit  of  one  dollar  was  required  from  each  class  as  a 
guarantee  of  the  safe  return  of  the  books.  At  the  end  of  the  term, 
when  the  plan  had  been  in  operation  about  three  months,  the  librarian 
found  that  of  the  one  thousand  books  drawn  out  by  the  pupils  not 
one  was  missing.  The  greater  number  of  the  classes  cheerfully  do- 
nated to  the  library  the  dollar  which  they  had  deposited.  By  a  regu- 
lation which  permitted  the  librarian  to  send  another  book  in  case  the 
one  asked  for  was  out,  or  was  thought  not  to  be  suitable,  and  by  re- 
questing teachers  to  supervise  carefully  the  lists  sent  in  by  pupils, 
the  character  of  the  reading  matter  was  made  suitable  to  the  age  and 
knowledge  of  the  pupils.  This  part  of  the  work  of  the  library  has 
proved  eminently  successful,  and  it  wall  be  continued  and  improved 
by  future  committees. 

The  "Washington"  and  "Transeau"  buildings,  completed  during 
the  year,  at  a  cost  of  $65,000.00,  have  been  furnished  with  the  most 
approved  heating  and  ventilating  systems  and  equipped  with  the  very 
best  furniture.  They  are  as  handsome,  comfortable  and  convenient 
as  it  is  possible  to  make  school  buildings. 


YORK— A.  Wanner. 


The  directors  are  keeping  pace  with  commendable  zeal  with  the 
demands  of  our  increasing  school  population. 

The  contract  has  been  entered  into  for  putting  a  second  story  on  a 
six  room  brick  school  house.  When  completed  there  will  be  eight 
additional  school  rooms. 

The  site  for  a  new  high  school  has  been  purchased  and  plans  for 
the  same  are  now  being  matured. 

In  the  M^ork  of  teachers  and  superintendent  special  attention,  as 
heretofore,  has  been  given  to  thorough  elementary  instruction  in  the 
rudiments  of  a  common  school  education. 

School  Libraries. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  books  of  reference  in  the  lower  schools, 
the  high  school  library  is  the  only  one  accessible  to  our  pupils.  York 
is  sadly  in  need  of  a  public  library. 
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In  the  high  scliool  library  are  900  volumes,  purchased  with  the 
proceeds  of  entertaiumeuts  or  donated  by  pupils  and  friends  of  the 
school.  In  the  number  given  above  are  included  books  of  reference, 
used  for  that  purpose  only,  and  furnished  by  the  board  of  control. 

The  books  not  used  solel}-  for  purposes  of  reference  are  circulated, 
subject  to  the  direction  and  control  of  the  teachers  of  the  school. 

Small  as  the  library  is,  it  has  been  an  important  factor  in  awaken- 
ing an  interest  in  literature  and  in  advancing  the  educational  inter- 
ests of  the  community. 

Money  Expended  for  Maps,  Charts,  Blocks,  Etc. 

The  amount  spent  in  the  city  of  York  for  maps,  charts,  blocks,  etc., 
since  the  adoption  of  free  books,  will  not  exceed  1150. 

There  have  been  plenty  of  opportunities  to  buy,  but  the  importuni- 
ties of  those  who  were  anxious  to  sell  were  easily  withstood  by  our 
boards.  Familiar  with  the  wants  of  our  schools,  our  boards  have 
labored  to  supply  first  those  things  most  needed  before  investing 
money  in  accessories  at  fancy  prices. 
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Reports  of  Principals 


State  Normal  Schools 


FIRST  DISTRICT— WEST  CHESTER. 


George  Morris  Philips,  Principal. 


Notwithstanding  the  general  depression  in  business,  the  past 
year  has  been  one  of  prosperity  here.  The  school  has  been  well 
attended,  and  the  standard  of  scholarship  has  been  well  maintained. 
Our  graduating  class,  numbering  just  one  hundred  members,  was 
well  prepared  for  its  work,  and  has  been  unusually  successful  in  find- 
ing good  i)ositions  as  teachers.  Our  post  graduate  department  is 
growing  and  we  shall  have,  during  the  coming  year,  the  largest  class 
in  this  course  which  we  have  ever  had. 

Our  electric  light  plant,  which  was  installed  a  year  ago,  has  worked 
very  satisfactorily  and  economically.  Our  elevator  has  proved  to  be 
a  great  advantage  to  us,  making  the  upper  floors  of  our  building  quite 
as  desirable  as  the  lower  ones. 

Our  corps  of  teachers  has  been  unusually  efficient  and  successful 
in  its  work  during  the  year.  The  few  vacancies  that  have  occurred 
have  been  carefully  filled.  Our  trustees  wisely  consider  that  its 
faculty  is  by  far  the  most  important  part  of  a  school.  Our  annual 
lecture  courses  continue  to  be  popular  in  the  community  as  well  as 
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iu  the  school.  Thej  are  \Yell  maiutaiued  aud  have,  during  the  past 
ten  rears,  given  the  students  and  our  citizens  the  opportunity  of 
hearing  most  of  the  prominent  lecturers  in  the  country.  An  unusually 
strong  course  has  already  been  planned  for  the  coming  winter.  Our 
Alumni,  at  their  recent  annual  meeting,  substantially  increased  the 
Students'  Loan.  Fund,  which  has  already  been  productive  of  good  and 
promises  to  be  of  great  value  in  the  future. 

We  at  West  Chester  notice  with  regret  the  disposition  in  some 
quarters  to  abolish  the  sub-junior  examinations.  We  have  found 
that  here  it  tends  toward  stronger  scholarship,  that  it  relieves  stu- 
dents in  the  higher  classes  from  the  pressure  of  so  many  studies,  and 
encourages  students  to  graduate  instead  of  taking  partial  courses, 
and,  we  believe,  if  wisely  managed  these  examinations  will  be  of  great 
value  to  the  normal  schools  and  their  students.  We  would  once  more 
urge  the  desirability  of  shortening  the  normal  school  year  to  forty 
weeks,  and  trust  that  this  sensible  change  wliidi  has  been  agitated 
so  lonu-  will  soon  be  made. 


SECOND  DISTRICT— MILLERSVILLE. 


E.  Oram  Lyte,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  First  Penns^ivania  State  Normal  School,  for 
the  fortj'-second  year  of  its  existence  as  a  normal  school. 

The  total  attendance  of  students  for  the  fall  and  winter  session  of 
the  past  school  year  was  677;  for  the  spring  and  summer  session,  968. 
The  total  number  of  graduates  in  the  elementary  course  was  99;  iu 
the  regular  normal  course,  4.  Professor  John  W.  Snoke,  superin- 
tendent of  schools  of  Lebanon  county,  obtained  a  State  certificate. 
The  figures  here  given  indicate  that  the  year  was  a  prosperous  one. 

But  numbers  are  not  the  only  means,  nor  the  best  means,  of  meas- 
uring the  success  of  a  school.  The  question  whether  a  normal  school 
may  not  become  too  large,  is  often  discussed.  This  school  prefers 
to  be  measured  by  the  work  done  in  the  class  room,  by  the  conduct 
of  the  students  that  assemble  within  its  walls,  and  by  the  success  of 
its  graduates  and  old  students. 

While  it  was  necessary  to  practice  economy  in  the  management  of 
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the  aliaiis  of  the  school,  several  permanent  impioveinents  were  made, 
among  the  most  important  of  which  was  the  extension  of  the  sew- 
erage system  to  the  Conestoga  river,  a  mile  away. 

The  trustees  of  the  school  devote  much  time  and  thought  to  its 
material  interests,  and  their  management  has  given  it  an  enviable 
financial  standing  in  the  community.  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  state 
that  the  president  of  the  board,  Hon.  George  K.  Reed,  died  May  16, 
1897.  Mr.  Reed  became  a  member  of  the  board  in  1866,  and  in  1881 
he  was  elected  as  the  successor  of  the  venerable  Abraham  Peters. 
From  that  date  till  his  death  he  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the 
board.  Upright,  clear-headed,  conservative,  fully  acquainted  with 
the  fluctuations  of  business,  he  was  at  all  times  watchful  of  the  affairs 
of  the  school.  He  recognized  that  in  the  progress  of  events  this 
institution  could  not  stand  still,  and  the  numerous  improvements 
made  in  the  past  few  years  testify  to  the  broad  minded  views  of  the 
board  over  which  he  presided.  He  is  greatly  missed  by  all  who 
knew  him.  Hon.  John  li.  AVarfel,  who  has  been  a  State  trustee  since 
1872,  was  elected  Mr.  Reed's  successor.  Mr.  Warfel's  experience  in 
public  life,  and  his  long  service  in  the  cause  of  public  education,  spe- 
cially fit  him  for  this  position. 

There  are  few  changes  in  the  faculty  for  the  coming  year,  but  all 
the  leading  departments  will  remain  in  charge  of  the  instructors 
who  have  served  the  school  with  devotion  and  ability  for  many 
years. 

It  is  an  obvious  fact  that  every  improvement  made  in  a  State 
normal  school  is  reflected  in  hundreds  of  public  schools  throughout 
the  State.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  assist  in  every  way  in  its 
power  the  schools  organized  under  the  common  school  law  to  prepare 
teachers  for  the  public  schools.  A  fuller  recognition  of  this  fact  will 
greatly  benefit  the  public  school  system. 


KUTZTOWN— THIRD  DISTRICT. 


George  B.  Hancher — Principal. 


The  school  year  ended  June  24th.  Three  students  passed  the  ex- 
amination in  the  scientific  department.  A  State  certificate  was  given 
to  Mr.  F.  Kohler. 
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One  himdred  and  seventeen  seniors  and  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  juniors  passed  the  final  examinations. 

During  the  spring  term  every  room  for  students  in  the  large  normal 
school  building  was  occupied.  The  steward's  building  was  filled 
with  students,  and  a  large  number  boarded  with  private  families. 
The  school  had  more  boarding  students  than  during  any  previous 
year,  and  it  had  a  larger  number  of  students  who  attended  the  entire 
year.  The  number  of  day  students  was  not  as  large,  probably,  as 
during  some  other  years. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A  had  a  very  successful  lecture  course.  The  success 
of  the  lecture  course  was  due  largely  to  Prof.  D.  S.  Keck,  chairman  of 
the  lecture  committee. 

In  all  respects,  the  past  year  was  a  very  successful  one. 

On  July  2d,  at  his  home,  Turbotsville,  Pa.,  Prof.  H.  S.  Schuyler 
died.  His  death  came  very  unexpectedly.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
the  normal  school  and  of  Bucknell  University.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church.  His  death  seems  to  have  resulted  from  a  fall, 
which  occurred  fourteen  years  ago. 

Prof.  Schuyler  was  a  man  of  superior  ability  and  a  teacher  of 
marked  skill. 

The  president  of  the  board  of  trustees,  with  other  members  of  the 
board,  the  principal  and  other  members  of  the  faculty,  and  a  delega- 
tion from  the  Masonic  lodge,  of  which  Prof.  Schuyler  was  a  member, 
attended  the  funeral. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT— EAST  STROUDSBURG. 


George  P.  Bible,  Principal. 


I  herewith  submit  my  fourth  annual  report  of  the  normal  school  of 
the  fourth  district.  The  school  year  closed  under  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances. The  attendance  has  not  been  largely  increased,  but  a 
steady  growth  lias  marked  the  school  from  the  first. 

We  have  endeavored  to  maintain  a  strong  corps  of  teachers  as  the 
first  essential  to  a  good  training  school,  and  the  high  character  and 
thoroughness  of  the  work  smaller  classes  have  enabled  us  to  do,  we 
consider  of  more  consequence  than  large,  unwieldy  numbers. 

A  number  of  improvements  have  been  made  during  the  ye;ir  in  and 
aroTind  the  buildings.  New  carpets  have  been  placed  upon  the  floors 
of  all  the  rooms  in  the  buildings,  and  coco  matting  on  the  halls.     New 
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desks  for  the  teacher  recitation  rooms  have  been  purchased,  and  many 
other  minor  improvements  have  been  made,  which  add  to  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  pupils  and  teachers. 

Tlie  grounds  have  been  well  kept  and  some  additional  grading  done 
during  the  past  summer. 

A  summer  Chautauqua  was  opened  in  the  normal  buildings  during 
the  month  of  July.  Our  charming  location  and  great  resort  make  it 
a  very  desirable  place  to  rest  and  at  the  same  time  have  the  ad- 
vantages of  special  instruction.  Many  of  the  teachers  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity,  and  the  enrolment  reached  140. 

Aside  from  the  regular  normal  faculty,  we  secured  the  following 
noted  instructors  and  lecturers:  Dr.  E.  E.  White,  of  Columbus,  O.; 
Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  A. 
Apgar,  of  the  Trenton,  N.  J.,  State  Normal;  Dr.  Charles  W.  Deane, 
superintendent,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.;  Dr.  Hyde,  of  Lehigh  Univer- 
sity; Mrs.  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  Prof.  Hynsou,  and  Prof.  L.  Whitaker, 
of  Philadelphia;  Miss  Lelia  Patridge,  Lansdown,  Pa.;  Miss  McMollen, 
of  Chicago;  Miss  Edmund,  of  Lowell  Training  School;  Prof.  H.  Cogs- 
well, Profs.  Wilt,  Hower,  S.  H.  Dean,  Coughliii,  and  others. 

The  enrolment  was  from  many  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  coming 
irom  the  extreme  western  part,  while  six  different  states  w^ere  repre- 
sented in  the  attendance.  The  sessions  w^ere  ver^^  interesting  and  the 
work  done  highly  appreciated  by  all  who  were  in  attendance.  The 
w^ork  done  by  the  regular  faculty  embraced  reviews  in  all  the  ele- 
mentary branches.  By  thus  combining  the  actual  class  room  work 
as  well  as  the  lecture  plan,  we  were  enabled  to  provide  work  suitable 
for  all  classes  of  teachers. 

The  school  issues  a  monthly  magazine,  edited  by  the  Senior  class, 
under  the  direction  of  the  faculty.  The  best  literary  productions  of 
the  class  are  from  time  to  time  published,  and  the  school  is  kept  in 
touch  with  its  former  pupils  and  friends  of  the  institution.  The  pub- 
lication has  existed  since  the  organization  of  the  school. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT— MANSFIELD. 


S.  H.  Albro,  Principal. 


In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  submit  herewith  my  annual 
report  of  the  State  normal  school  of  the  Fifth  district  for  the  year 
ending  June  17th,  1897. 
18-5-97 
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Number  of  Students. 

The  number  of  students  registered  during  the  year  is  as  follows: 
Fall  term,  371;  winter  term,  409;  spring  term,  351.  Total  number  of 
different  students  for  the  year,  512. 

The  registration  for  last  year  was  as  follows:  Fall  term,  347;  winter 
term,  377;  spring  term,  387.  Total  number  of  different  students  for 
the  year,  450.     This  shows  an  increase  of  about  12  per  cent. 


Teachers. 

Two  teachers  have  been  added  to  the  faculty,  one  critic  teacher  for 
the  model  school,  and  a  teacher  of  elocution.  The  number  of  teachers 
has  been  seventeen. 

Model  School. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  the  model  school  has  been  320.  These 
are  divided  into  eleven  grades.  The  highest  grade  has  prepared 
students  for  the  Junior  class  of  the  normal  school.  We  have  four 
teachers  in  this  school.  The  members  of  our  Senior  class  get  here,  in 
addition  to  the  helpful  criticism  and  advice  of  the  critic  teacher,  that 
which  is  very  like  actual  experience. 

Our  Graduates. 

We  graduated  this  year,  83.  From  the  elementary  course,  76;  from 
the  regular  normal  course,  2;  from  the  scientific  course,  2;  from  the 
college  preparatory  course,  3. 

Of  these,  65  are  now  teaching,  7  are  pursuing  higher  courses  of 
study,  and  of  the  remaining  11,  nearly  all  sought  for  employment  as 
teachers,  and  failed  to  obtain  it. 

Material  Imi^rovements  and  Needs. 

Besides  keeping  up  repairs,  we  have  made  considerable  improve- 
ment on  the  grounds,  buildings  and  furniture.  We  have  added  335 
volumes  to  our  circulating  library.  We  are  now  wiring  the  buildings 
for  electric  lighting. 

Our  splendid  north  hall  is  still  unfinished.  We  need  new  closets 
for  the  south  hall,  and  seats  for  our  lecture  hall.  We  are  suffering 
from  the  cutting  down  of  our  appropriations. 
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SIXTH  DISTRICT— BLOOMSBURG. 


J.  P.  Welsh,  Principal. 


The  Bloomsburg  Normal  School  reports  progress.  We  had  an  un- 
usuall}^  large  enrolment  during  the  year,  and  while  we  felt  the  finan- 
cial stringency  of  the  times,  our  credit  was  good,  and  the  large  at- 
tendance helped  us  to  meet  our  obligations. 

The  financial  end  of  this  log  is  the  hard  one  to  roll.  Normal  schools 
are  supposed,  because  they  are  State  institutions,  to  have  plenty 
of  means.  This  supposition  proves  a  great  hindrance.  It  makes 
collections  slow,  and  keeps  the  schools  from  charging  enough  to  make 
ends  meet.  The  schools  have  no  profits  to  use  up  and  no  surplus  to 
draw  upon  when  hard  times  come.  I  have  often  wished  that  some 
of  the  people  who  know  so  many  things  that  are  not  true  about 
normal  schools  and  their  financial  needs,  could  be  turned  into  normal 
school  principals  for  a  short  time. 

We  are  especially  pleased  to  see  an  increasing  number  of  our  grad- 
uates returning  to  prepare  for  higher  positions.  Last  year  we  had 
some  thirty  who  took  the  more  advanced  course  in  whole  or  in  part. 
The  prospects  are  that  next  year  the  class  will  be  larger.  We  are 
pleased  to  report  that  with  this  class  we  do  laboratory  and  field  work 
in  the  sciences,  and  not  mere  text-book  work.  In  every  subject  we 
try  to  make  our  graduate  work  thorough  and  effective  as  a  means 
of  culture,  and  not  an  inferior  annex  to  our  other  courses. 

'We  are  fortunate  in  having  almost  no  change  s  in  our  faculty  for 
the  ensuing  year. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT— SHIPPENSBURG. 


G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
the  twenty-fifth  annual  report  of  the  normal  school  of  the  Seventh 
district. 
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The  year  just  closed  has  Leeu  one  of  growth  in  the  effieieucy  ot 
the  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School.  The  attendance  of  the 
school  has  been  encouraging,  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  stu- 
dents have  been  a  source  of  delight  to  teachers  and  trustees,  and  the 
active  support  given  by  all  connected  with  the  direct  management  of 
the  school  has  been  very  gratifying. 

The  library  was  largely  increased  during  the  year.  The  school 
now  contains  a  very  good  working  library  for  the  students.  Its  ben- 
efits are  seen  in  the  increased  interest  manifested  by  the  students  in 
good  literature,  and  the  greater  use  made  of  the  reference  library 
for  recitation  and  society  purposes. 

The  exercises  of  commencement  week  were  very  interesting  and 
highly  successful.  A  large  number  of  graduates  returned  to  A'isit 
the  familiar  scenes  and  recall  the  old  associations  of  their  student  life 
at  Normal.  The  programmes  of  the  week  were  entertaining  and 
instructive,  and  reflected  great  credit  upon  the  alma  mater  of  those 
who  rendered  them. 

The  class  of  '95  held  its  reunion  this  year.  About  two-thirds  of  the 
members  composing  the  class  were  present,  and  all  enjoyed  them- 
selves. Their  love  for  the  ''Old  Normal"  was  made  to  burn  with  a 
brighter  glow  as  they  stood  in  groups  and  recalled  the  many  pleasant 
incidents  connected  with  their  life  while  students  together.  As  a 
memorial  of  their  affection  for  their  alma  mater,  they  purchased  and 
placed  in  the  principal's  oflSce  a  magnificent  Electric  Program  Clock, 
of  the  very  latest  pattern;  thus  showing  that  they  would  set  the  time 
if  not  the  pace  for  the  school. 

The  reunion  of  the  class  of  '85  was  a  very  interesting  affair.  Whilst 
the  attendance  from  the  class  was  not  large,  the  interesting  history 
prepared  by  the  class  historian  from  the  letters  he  had  received  from 
his  class-mates,  showed  plainly  that  the  members  of  this  class  were 
still  true  to  the  standard  of  the  Shippensburg  normal. 

The  entertainment  and  lecture  course  by  the  school  was  well  sus- 
tained by  the  people  of  Shippensburg  and  community,  and  by  the 
students  of  the  school.  The  course  was  superior  in  the  character  of 
the  entertainments  and  in  the  ability  of  the  men  who  held  forth  as 
lecturers. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  commending  the  board  of  trus- 
tees for  the  liberal  policy  adopted  for  the  school,  and  the  successful 
management  they  have  given  to  its  financial  interests. 

The  members  of  the  faculty  deserve  praise  at  my  hands  for  their 
earnest  efforts  to  help  build  up  the  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal 
School.  No  school  is  stronger  than  its  teachers.  We  have  tried  to 
be  very  careful  in  the  selection  of  the  men  and  women  to  preside  over 
the  different  departments  of  instruction. 

Many  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  buildings  and  on  the 
grounds.     The  grading  of  the  campus  has  been  continued  during  the 
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year,  and  is  rapidly  nearing  completion.  The  street  leading  from 
the  normal  school  to  Shippensburg  has  been  graded  and  piked,  and  a 
fine  gravel  walk  six  feet  in  width  has  been  laid  from  the  school  to  the 
borough  limits. 

Several  new  recitation  rooms  have  been  made,  and  all  the  recitation 
rooms  have  been  newly  painted  and  furnished.  Our  recitation  rooms 
are  now  very  convenient,  attractive  and  comfortable. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Wolf,  a  member  of  the  board,  died  May  29,  1897,  after  a 
short  illness.  He  was  always  solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  the  school, 
and  witnessed  its  prosperity  in  later  years  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure. 

Three  new  trustees  have  been  elected  to  membership  in  the  board 
of  trustees.  These  new  members  are  Mr.  M.  C.  Kennedy,  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad;  Mr.  F.  E.  Hollar,  ex-clerk 
of  the  courts  of  Cumberland  county,  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Adams,  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank,  of  Shippensburg,  Pa. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT— LOCK  HAVEN. 


James  Eldon,  Principal. 


The  Central  State  Normal  School  closed  a  successful  year  June 
30,  1897,  The  graduating  class  numbered  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two.  One  hundred  and  ninety-six  Juniors  were  promoted  to  the 
senior  class,  and  fifty-seven  sub-juniors  passed  six  branches.  Eight 
post  graduates  passed  subjects  of  the  scientific  course,  one  graduating 
in  the  course. 

The  new  dormitories,  which  were  finished  during  the  winter,  were 
opened  to  students  at  the  beginning  of  the  spring  term,  and  w^ere 
soon  fully  occupied.  These  additions  afforded  great  relief  to  the 
administration  of  the  school.  The  building  will  now  accommodate 
with  lodging  room  four  hundred  and  fifty  students,  besides  officers 
and  teachers. 

During  the  fall  term  the  gymnasium  was  furnished  with  the  Fowler 
steam  radiators,  and  two  large  electroliers  were  suspended  above  the 
main  floor.  Apparatus  to  the  value  of  several  hundred  dollars  was 
purchased,  and  regular  instruction  was  given  to  both  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen. 


278  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

The  trustees  have  just  contracted  for  the  erection  of  a  large  brick 
building,  the  first  floor  of  which  will  be  occupied  by  the  model  school. 
The  basement  will  contain  cloak  rooms,  lavatories,  room  for  janitor 
and  two  large  play  rooms.  The  other  floors  will  furnish  recitation 
rooms  and  assembly  rooms  for  the  members  of  the  senior  class.  A 
number  of  other  improvements  are  under  way,  all  of  which  will  add 
to  the  appearance  of  the  buildings  and  will  render  them  even  more 
attractive  and  comfortable. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  school  has  been  improved  by  an  act 
of  the  last  Legislature,  permitting  the  issuing  of  first  mortgage  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  demand  for  these  bonds  will  enable  the  trustees  to  fund  the 
whole  debt  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest. 

In  closing  this  report  it  is  meet  to  give  tribute  to  the  gentlemen  of 
the  board  of  trustees,  who,  with  experience  in  affairs  and  practical 
wisdom,  are  ever  ready  to  give  their  time  to  the  interests  of  the 
school.  Their  co-operation  has  put  the  institution  on  a  firm  founda- 
tion, and  the  outlook  for  the  future  is  full  of  promise. 


NINTH  DISTRICT— INDIANA. 


D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  school  has  during  the  past  year 
been  in  a  healthy  condition,  doing  the  work  for  which  it  was  estab- 
lished. 

A  severe  loss  was  sustained  on  the  11th  of  June,  1897,  in  the  death 
of  Mr.  A.  W.  Wilson,  president  of  the  board  of  trustees.  The  board 
has  had  three  presidents,  all  remarkable  men.  Mr.  John  Sutton  held 
the  office  from  May  13th,  1872,  to  the  day  of  his  death,  the  9th  of 
June,  1877.  These  were  the  trying  days  of  the  organization  of  the 
school,  and  the  erection  of  the  greatest  school  building  to  be  found  at 
that  time  in  the  Commonwealth,  when  funds  were  scarce,  and  reputa- 
tion was  yet  to  be  made.  Hon.  Silas  M.  Clark,  who  succeeded  to  the 
presidency,  was  a  father  to  the  institution,  bearing  it  upon  his  heart 
even  when  the  duties  of  his  high  office  required  prolonged  absence 
from  home.  On  November  20th,  1891,  his  death  occurred.  Mr.  A. 
W.  Wilson,  who,  like  his  predecessors,  had  been  one  of  the  original 
board  of  trustees,  was  elected  president.     His  sagacity  and  assiduous 
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attention  to  the  interests  of  the  institution  were  invaluable.  No 
thought  of  using  it  for  his  benefit  was  entertained.  No  personal  in- 
terest ever  stood  for  a  moment  between  him  and  the  welfare  of  the 
school,  but  a  personal  interest  in  each  of  the  teachers,  and  extending 
even  to  the  pupils,  contributed  much  to  the  successful  administration 
of  affairs.  Notwithstanding  his  extended  business  affairs,  he  was 
never  too  busy  to  be  consulted,  or  to  attend  promptly  to  school 
matters  claiming  his  attention.  The  death  of  President  Wilson 
marks  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  school.  It  will  not  again  have 
one  of  the  founders  as  president.  No  successor  of  these  men  can 
have  in  the  institution  the  deep  interest  that  was  awakened  in  the 
heroic  age  in  the  history  of  the  board,  which  secured  to  the  school  the 
constant  exercise  of  the  remarkable  abilities  of  the  first  three  presi- 
dents. 

The  Bible  is  a  text-book  here.  All  students  study  it,  that  no  one 
may  go  out  ignorant  of  the  contents  of  the  greatest  literary  monu- 
ment in  the  English  language.  The  geographical  and  historical  rela- 
tions are  emphasized,  but  in  the  class  room  doctrine  and  religion  are 
not. 

The  policy  of  having  small  classes  in  all  subjects  requiring  drill  is 
continued.  The  trustees  are  cultivating  the  aesthetic  sense  by  sur- 
rounding the  pupils  with  grounds  surpassingly  beautiful.  The  sta- 
tistical report  supplies  all  desirable  information  as  to  the  material 
condition  of  the  school. 


TENTH  DISTRICT— CALIFORNIA. 


Theo.  B.  Noss,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  for  our  school  one  of  decided  progress  and 
prosperity.  The  attendance  (874)  was  larger  than  ever  before.  The 
graduating  class  (73)  was  also  larger  than  in  any  previous  year. 

On  the  material  side,  we  are  hampered  by  the  reduction  in  the 
appropriations  from  the  State.  We  have  been  unable  to  erect  the 
additional  buildings  so  much  needed  for  class  rooms  and  students' 
lodgings,  and  are  obliged  to  carry  a  considerable  debt  besides.  Nev- 
ertheless, we  are  endeavoring  in  every  possible  way  to  improve  and 
enrich  our  work,  and  not  without  success. 
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Our  faculty  is  composed  of  experienced  and  earnest  instructors, 
who  -are  constantly  striving  to  help  our  students  find  the  road  to 
true  success  in  the  teacher's  calling.  Faculty  conferences  of  a  strictly 
pedagogical  or  literary  character  are  held  weekly.  These  are 
found  helpful  to  those  who  desire  to  keep  abreast  of  the  best 
educational  thought  of  the  day.  On  several  evenings  of  the  past  year 
we  were  fortunate  in  having  as  leaders  of  the  pedagogical  conferences 
prominent  educators  from  a  distance.  Professor  W.  S.  Jackman,  of 
the  Chicago  Normal  School,  presided  at  two  meetings,  held  in  March 
and  April,  the  topic  at  the  first  meeting  being  Nature  Study;  at  the 
second.  Child  Study.  Dr.  Charles  A.  McMurry,  of  Chicago  University, 
conducted  two  conferences  in  April,  the  topics  being  respectively, 
The  Herbartian  Pedagogy  and  Apperception. 

Prof.  Jackman  was  engaged  for  one  week  as  special  instructor  in 
Nature  Study,  and  Dr.  McMurry  for  two  weeks  as  special  instructor  in 
Methods  of  Instruction.  Dr.  J.  B.  DeMotte,  of  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa., 
spent  several  days  in  the  school  in  May,  lecturing  upon  Moral  Cul- 
ture. 

No  feature  of  our  work  gives  us  better  satisfaction  at  present  than 
our  library.  It  is  centrally  located  in  the  buildings,  and  is  central 
to  most  of  the  work  done  in  the  school.  It  is  a  very  hive  of  industry. 
The  conditions  are  such  as  to  give  the  student  familiarity  with  the 
best  books  and  powder  in  using  them.  The  work  in  the  class  room 
shows  the  effect  of  the  library.  The  library  method  characterizes 
the  whole  literary  side  of  the  school,  as  the  laboratory  method  does 
the  science  side.  The  aim  is  to  promote  research,  independence  of 
thought,  and  genuine  interest  in  all  work  done.  We  have  sought 
earnestly  and  successfully  to  make  our  library  and  reading  room 
attractive  and  valuable  to  our  students.  Each  student  is  required  to 
read  not  less  than  three  hours  a  week  on  some  special  course,  not  in- 
cluding reference  work,  and  at  stated  times  to  present  a  report  of 
what  has  been  read.  The  so-called  ''book  report"  is  a  most  interest- 
ing and  valuable  feature  of  the  literary  work  of  tbe  school. 

Much  additional  emphasis  has  been  given  in  our  school  of  late,  to 
distinctively  professional  work.  We  are  convinced  that  the  greatest 
service  our  State  normal  schools  have  rendered,  has  been  in  sending 
out  young  men  and  women  strong  to  teach.  The  more  our  normal 
schools  concentrate  their  efforts  upon  the  training  of  teachers,  and 
the  more  they  are  unlike,  in  this  respect,  high  schools,  academies  and 
seminarie^i,  the  more  room  there  will  be  for  them,  and  the  more  reason 
there  will  be  for  properly  supporting  them. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  our  normal  faculty,  except  that  the 
increased  attendance  at  the  opening  of  the  present  school  year  (Sep- 
tember 6,  1807)  made  an  additional  teacher  necessary,  and  Dr.  E.  W. 
Chnhb.  a  former  capable  and  popular  instructor  in  the  school,  was 
<^lected. 


No.  5.  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS.  281 

The  school  is  still  fortunate  iu  having  among  its  score  or  more  of 
efficient  instructors,  Dr.  C.  L.  Ehrenfeld,  vice  principal;  Prof  G.  G. 
Hertzog,  and  Dr.  J.  B.  Smith.  The  first  named  was  formerly 
principal  of  the  school.  Prof.  Hertzog  has  been  at  the  head  of 
the  mathematical  department  for  thirty  years,  and  Dr.  Smith  has  held 
a  position  of  responsibility  and  honor  in  the  school  for  over  twenty 
years. 

Prof.  J.  C.  Gilchrist,  A.  M.,  first  principal  of  the  school,  died  at 
his  home  in  Laurens,  Iowa,  August  12,  1897.  He  was  a  man  of  untir- 
ing effort  and  unflagging  zeal.  At  a  critical  period  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  school,  the  success  of  the  struggling  institution  was 
mainly  due  to  his  courage,  energy  and  wisdom.  All  honor  to  his 
memory. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


Albert  E.  Maltby,  Principal. 


The  school  year  which  has  just  closed  has  been  one  of  increased 
prosperity  to  the  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal  School.  The  attend- 
ance in  the  normal  department  was  six  hundred  and  four,  in  the 
model  school  and  kindergarten  two  hundred  and  nine,  thus  making 
a  total  in  all  departments  of  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Eighty-seven  teachers  were  graduated  from  the  school;  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  juniors,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  sub- 
juniors  were  examined  and  passed  by  the  State  board. 

The  kindergarten  established  two  years  ago  has  proved  of  great 
value  during  the  past  year,  and  continues  to  increase  in  usefulness 
under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Emma  J.  Hamm. 

Professor  C.  Edgar  Reber,  Ph.  D.,  who  has  filled  the  chair  of  Eng- 
lish with  the  highest  success  during  the  past  three  years,  tendered 
his  resignation  at  the  close  of  the  year,  in  order  to  pursue  advanced 
work  at  Harvard  University.  Professor  Walter  R.  Egbert  has  since 
been  elected  to  the  position,  and  has  entered  upon  his  work  with 
enthusiasm  and  success. 

During  the  past  year  the  library  has  been  under  the  supervision 
of  Miss  Mabel  McCarnes,  and  much  has  been  done  to  render  the 
books  of  greater  service  as  a  means  of  education.  The  number  of 
books  has  been  somewhat  increased,  and  a  greater  number  of  period- 
icals placed  upon  file. 
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AiiioDg  the  geueial  improvemeuts  that  may  be  mentioned  are  the 
laying  of  new  and  larger  water  lines,  the  painting  of  the  ladies'  dormi- 
tory, and  the  grading  of  the  main  roads.  The  new  chapel  building, 
mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report,  is  nearly  completed.  It  is  a  very 
handsome  stone  edifice,  in  Norman-French  architecture,  and  is  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  its  purpose. 

The  school  enters  upon  the  new  year  with  bright  prospects. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT— EDINBORO. 


J.  R.  Flickinger,  Principal. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been,  if  all  the  circumstances  are 
taken  into  account,  a  very  successful  one  for  the  normal  school  of 
the  Twelfth  district.  The  attendance  shows  a  gradual  increase  over 
any  one  of  the  last  five  or  six  years,  and  in  the  scholarship  of  the 
school  we  believe  there  is  a  marked  improvement  over  any  time  in 
its  history.  If  the  latter  fact  were  not  true,  we  could  be  justly  criti- 
cised for  not  keeping  up  with  the  best  educational  methods,  nor  with 
the  higher  educational  ideals. 

Very  few  improvements  or  repairs  were  made  to  the  buildings  dur- 
ing the  year,  although  they  have  not  been  permitted  to  suffer  for 
want  of  necessary  repairs.  They  are,  in  fact,  in  good  condition  and 
are  large,  convenient  and  comfortable,  although  the  promising  growth 
of  the  school  and  the  progress  made  in  school  architecture  and  school 
equipment  imperatively  demand  that  we  begin  at  once  to  plan  for 
some  greatly  needed  additions.  First  of  all,  we  are  greatly  in  need 
of  better  gymnasium  facilities,  in  order  that  we  may  afford  our  stu- 
dents a  more  systematic  and  extended  course  in  the  heavier  forms  of 
athletic  training.  In  so  far  as  the  physical  culture  course  is  con- 
cerned, in  the  work  done  here  under  our  skilled  instructor,  Miss  Edith 
Schillinger,  little  remains  to  be  desired.  Her  course  covers  all  that 
is  required,  and  it  is  not  only  helpful  to  the  students,  but  is  the  sort  of 
work  that  they  can  use  as  teachers  in  the  public  schools.  We  be- 
lieve this  to  be  the  true  ideal  of  physical  culture  for  the  normal 
schools  of  the  Commonwealth. 

During  the  past  year,  in  the  work  along  the  line  of  science,  history 
and  methods,  this  school  has  expanded,  as  we  think,  in  the  right 
direction.     The  enthusiastic  interest  in  the  scientific  studies  which 
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our  teacher  of  scieuce,  Trolessoi'  C.  A.  PeLeis,  has  aroused,  has 
manifested  itself  during  the  year  in  the  large  number  of  post  grad- 
uate students  taking  microscopic  botany,  biology,  as  well  as  labora- 
tory chemistry.  In  history,  the  new  university  methods  employed 
have  made  this  department  especially  attractive  to  our  students. 
The  inspiration  our  seniors  received  from  Miss  Goshen,  in  the  model 
school,  supplemented  by  a  good  course  in  the  so-called  "new"  psy 
chology,  helped  us  greatly  in  developing  the  professional  side  of  our 
work. 

We  also  introduced  systematic  work  in  manual  training,  and  the 
class  of  181)7  is,  in  so  far  as  we  know,  the  only  class  that  ever  grad- 
uated from  this  normal  school  that  ever  had  a  thorough  course  in  this 
very  important  subject.  Their  construction  was  all  of  a  high  order 
and  they  were  taught  to  see  that  the  term  "manual"  was  a  misnomer 
as  applied  to  the  industrial  work  of  the  school.  They  were  made  to 
see  that  if  properly  taught,  it  involves  mind  culture  as  well  as  handi- 
craft. 

As  the  present  principal  accepted  the  position  only  two  weeks  be- 
fore the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  he  had  little  time  to  formulate 
any  definite  j)lan  of  work,  hence  the  improvements  made  were  more 
or  less  sporadic,  even  though  the  utility  of  each  and  all  has  been 
well  proven.  For  the  coming  year,  the  development  of  the  school 
will  be  along  well  formulated  lines  and  in  accordance  with  a  matured 
plan,  so  that  by  the  time  another  year  rolls  around,  some  definite 
statement  can  be  made  both  as  to  our  ideals  and  as  to  results.  The 
year  has  been  a  very  pleasant  one  to  all  in  any  way  connected  with 
the  school.  The  trustees  deserve  great  credit  for  their  quick  re- 
sponse to  all  suggestions  made  by  the  principal  and  by  the  faculty, 
and  they  in  turn  have  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
pleasant  and  harmonious  school  year  through  which  they  have  passed. 
Our  judgment  as  a  candid  report  of  the  year's  work,  impels  us  to 
say  without  a  feeling  of  bombast,  that  all  the  indications  point  to  a 
bright  future  for  this  old  and  well  known  institution. 

My  reception  here  by  all  classes  and  conditions  of  men  has  been 
most  cordial,  and  I  desire  in  this  public  manner  to  thank  each  and 
every  one  of  the  superintendents,  high  school  principals,  and  teachers 
of  this  Twelfth  district,  for  their  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness,  not 
onl}'  to  myself  and  the  school,  but  to  our  graduates.  We  also,  in  this 
public  manner,  cordially  invite  them  to  visit  Edinboro,  and  to  suggest 
to  us  wherein  they  see  room  for  improvement.  To  our  esteemed  pre- 
decessor, Doctor  M.  G.  Benedict,  we  extend  our  thanks  for  favors,  and 
for  much  information  relative  to  the  school.  We  feel  that  we  are 
under  many  personal  obligations  to  Professor  J.  A.  Cooper,  a  former 
principal  of  this  school  and  a  well  known  educator.  The  support  of 
the  School  Department  has  been  much  more  appreciated  than  our 
simple  "thanks"  would  indicate. 
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THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT— CLARION. 


A.  J.  Davis,  Principal. 


This  year  marks  the  close  of  the  first  decade  of  the  history  of  the 
Clarion  State  Normal  School.  Over  4,000  students  have  sought  in- 
struction within  its  walls  during  these  ten  years,  while  520  have  been 
graduated  in  the  several  courses.  Nearly  all  the  graduates  became 
teachers  in  our  Commonwealth,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  under- 
graduates have  also  taught  in  the  public  schools.  Many  of  the  grad- 
uates either  have  taken,  or  are  taking,  a  college  or  university  course. 
The  teachers  in  the  normal  schools  strive  to  stimulate  young  people 
to  go  on  with  their  education  after  completing  the  courses  afforded  by 
these  schools. 

Our  students  are  taught  to  think;  they  are  not  drilled  so  much  in 
remembering  as  in  reflecting.  Our  teachers  lay  more  stress  on  pro- 
cess than  on  results.  Students  thus  taught  not  only  become  better 
fitted  for  teaching,  but  they  are  not  content  with  what  they  have 
acquired  while  in  school.  They  remain  students  during  life.  The 
normal  schools  have  done  much  in  the  past  twenty-five  years  to 
change  the  methods  of  teaching  as  well  as  the  ultimate  aim  of  educa- 
tion. The  intuitional  nature  of  the  student  receives  training  in  the 
normal  school.  Especially  is  it  essential  that  the  moral  intuitions 
of  the  young  who  expect  to  become  teachers  should  be  awakened  and 
cultivated.  The  normal  school  authorities  are  fully  alive  to  the  im- 
portance of  their  responsibility  in  furnishing  the  State  with  a  body 
of  teachers  morally  fitted  for  the  great  work  intrusted  in  their  hands. 

The  effect  on  the  Commonwealth  of  an  annual  addition  of  10,000 
graduates  of  the  State  normal  schools  to  the  teaching  force  in  her 
public  schools,  can  only  be  conjectured.  Much  depends  on  their  in- 
tellectual force  and  professional  skill.  More  depends  on  the  quality 
of  manhood  and  womanhood  thus  placed  in  charge  of  the  children 
of  the  State.  No  State  Board  of  Examiners  can  determine  the  moral 
fibre  of  the  young  men  and  young  women  who  appear  before  them 
for  graduation.  This  is  peculiarly  the  province  of  the  teachers  in  the 
normal  schools,  and  constitutes  the  most  imj)ortant  element  of  their 
duties.  While  no  one  pretends  to  claim  that  all  is  accomplished  in 
this  direction  that  might  be,  or  ought  to  be,  yet  no  body  of  people 
have  applied  themselves  more  conscientiously  to  the  moral  training 
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of  those  under  their  care  than  have  the  several  faculties  of  the  State 
normal  schools  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  deportment  of  the  young 
people  in  attendance  at  these  schools  compares  very  favorably  when 
contrasted  with  that  of  students  in  other  institutions. 

A  better  articulation  of  the  courses  of  the  high  schools,  normal 
schools,  colleges  and  universities  of  the  State  seems  desirable.  It 
would  be  well  if  representatives  of  these  institutions  could  agree 
upon  some  arrangement  for  a  more  harmonious  relation  between 
them.  The  normal  school  authorities  are  desirous  of  co-operating 
in  the  furtherance  of  any  equitable  scheme  that  will  tend  to  further 
the  education  of  the  youth  of  our  Commonwealth. 
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PENNSm'ANlA  SCHIHIL  OFFICERS 


Superintendent  of  Public  Jn  struct  ion, 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffek. 


Dcpnty  Sitpcrin  ten  dot  ts , 
Henky  Houck  .\nd  John  O.  Stewart. 


Otiier  Officers  of  t/ie  Department, 
A.  D.  Glenn,  Financial  Clerk,     G.  W.  Haggerty,  Statistical  Clerk, 
Jacob  Heyser,  Recording  Clerk,     J.  O.  Knauss,  Messenger. 


Stenographer  and  Typewriter. 
Mary  Y.  McReynolds. 


State  XoKM.\r.  Schooes. 


District. 

Principal. 

Postoffice. 

First                 

George  M.  Philips, 

West  Chester. 

E.  0.  Lyte 

Millersville. 

Third 

George  B.  Hancher 

Kutztown. 

George  P.  Bible,  

E.  Stroudsburg. 

Fifth                 

S.  H.  Albro,   

Mansfield. 

Sixth                      

Judson  P.  Welsh,  

Bloomsburg. 

Seventh,  

Eighth 

Ninth 

George  M.  D.  Eckels, 

James  Bldon      

Shippensburg. 
Lock  Haven. 

D.  J.  Waller,  Jr 

Indiana. 

Tenth 

T.  B.  Noss,  

California. 

Albert  E.  Maltby,  

Slippery  Rock. 

Twelfth 

J   R   Flickinger      .       

Edinboro. 

Thirteenth 

A.  J.  Davis 

Clarion. 
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County. 


Adams,   

Allegheny,  . . . 
Armstrong,   . . 

Beaver,  

Bedford,  

Berks 

Blair, 

Bradford,  . . . . 

Bucks, 

Butler,    

Cambria, 

Cameron,  . . . . 

Carbon, 

Centre,   

Chester,  ' 

Clarion,    

Clearfield 

Clinton,    

Columbia,  . . . 
Crawford,  . . . 
Cumberland,  . 

Dauphin, 

Delaware,    .*. . 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette,   

■  Forest,    

Franklin,  . . . . 

Fulton,   

Greene,  

Huntingdon,  . 

Indiana,   

Jefferson,  ... 

Juniata,   .... 

Lackawanna. 

Lancaster,  . . 

Lawrence,   . . 

Lebanon,   . . . 

Lehigh,  

Luzerne,  .... 

Lycoming,  . . 

McKean,  .... 

Mercer,  

Mifflin,    

Monroe,    .... 

Montgomery, 

Montour,    . . . 


Name. 


Postoffice. 


Salary. 


J.  W.  Thoman, 

Samuel  Hamilton,   

W.  M.  Jackson,  

Chester  A.  Moore,  .... 

C.  J.  Potts,  

Eli  M.  Rapp, 

Henry  S.  Wertz 

Herbert  S.  Putnam,  . . 

W.  H.  Blotter, 

S.  L.  Cheeseman, 

T.  L.  Gibson, 

Mattie  M.  Collins, 

A.  S.  Beisel,  

C.  L.  Gramley, 

Frank  P.  Bye, 

W.  A.  Beer, 

G.  W.  Weaver, 

W.  A.  Snyder, 

John  K.  Miller,  

E.  M.  Mixer,  

Ira  L.  Bryner,  

R.  M.  McNeal,  

A.  G.  C.  Smith, 

J.  W.  Sweeney, 

Thomas  M.  Morrison, 

E.  F.  Porter, 

E.  E.  Stitzinger 

W.  F.  Zumbro,   

Clem.  Chesnut 

J.  L.  Hopton 

S.  G.  Rudy,  

A.  M.  Hammers,  

R.  B.  Teitrick,   

Denny  M.  Marshall.  . . 

J.  C.  Taylor 

M.  J.  Brecht, 

Thomas  M.  Stewart,  . 

John  W.  Snoke,   

Alvin  Rupp,  

Torrence  B.  Harrison, 

J.  G.  Becht, 

John  E.  Myers, 

L.  R.  Eckles, 

Geo.  T.  Cooper,  

T.  H.  Serfass,   

R.  F.  Hoffecker 

William  D.  Steinbach 


Abottstown, $1,200  00 

Braddock,  5,000  00 

Kittanning,   1,500  00 

Beaver,    1,500  00 

Bedford,    1,500  00 

Hamburg,  2,000  00 

Duncansville,    . . .  1,500  00 

Towanda,   2,000  00 

Doylestown,   1,500  00 

Portersville 1,224  00 

Ebensburg, 1,700  00 

Driftwood,   1,000  00 

Lehighton,  1,500  00 

Rebersburg,  1,800  00 

West  Chester,....  2,000  00 

Callensburg,    1,200  00 

Clearfield,  2,000  00 

Salona,    1,200  00 

Bloomsburg,    1,075  50 

Conneautville,  . . .  1,894  50 

Carlisle 1,400  00 

Harrisburg,   1,500  00 

Media,    1,800  00 

Saint  Mary's, 1,500  00 

Erie,  1,525  50 

Brownsville,    1,867  50 

Tionesta,    1,200  00 

Chambersburg,  ..  1,500  00 

Hustontown,   ....  1,000  00 

Carmichaels,   1,000  00 

Huntingdon,    1,350  00 

Indiana,    1,600  00 

Brookville, 1,260  00 

Walnut,    1,000  00 

Scranton 3,000  00 

Lancaster 2,500  00 

Mount  Air, 1,000  00 

Annville, 1,700  00 

Allentown,  1,500  00 

Wilkes-Barre,  ...  2,500  00 

Muncy,    2,000  00 

Smethport,  1,500  00 

Mercer,    1,500  00 

Lewistown,    1,000  00 

Gilberts,    1,000  00 

Norristown,  2,500  00 

Danville,    i  1,000  00 
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County. 


Northampton William  F.  Hoch 


Name. 


Postoffice.  Salary. 


Northumberland, 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 


Ira  Shipman,  . . 
Ezra  H.  Bryner, 
George  Sawyer, 
Anna  Bodler,  . . 
G.  W.  Weiss,  . . 
F.  C.  Bowersox, 

E.  E.  Pritts.  . . . 

F.  W.  Meylert.  . 


Susquehanna Charles  E.  Moxley, 


Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne i   D.  L.  Hower,  . . 

Westmoreland W.  W.  Ulerich, 

Wyoming Frank  H.  Jarvis 

York D.  H.  Gardner,  . 


H.  E.  Raesly 

Daniel  P.  Stapleton. 
John  F.  Bigler,  .... 

H.  M.  Putnam, 

F.  R.  Hall, 


Easton *1,500  00 

Sunbury 1,650  00 

New  Bloomfield,.  1,000  00 

Millrift,  1,000  00 

Germania 1,000  00 

Schuylkill  Haven,  2,650  00 

Middleburg 1,000  00 

Somerset,   1,500  00 

Laporte 1,100  00 

Hallstead 1,500  00 

Wellsboro 2,000  00 

Lewisburg,  1,000  00 

Franklin 1,500  00 

Warren, 1,500  00 

Washington 2.000  00 

Honesdale,  1,500  00 

Greensburg,  2,500  00 

Tunkhannock,    ..  1,000  00 

York I    2,000  00 


CITY  AND  BOROUGH  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


City,  Borough 
or  Township. 


Allegheny 

Allentown,    . . . 

Altoona 

Ashland,    

Beaver  Falls,  . 
Bethlehem.    .  . . 

Braddock 

Bradford 

Bristol 

Butler 

Carbondale,    . . 

Carlisle,    

Chambersburg, 

Chester,    

Columbia 

Conshohocken, 

("orry 

Danville 

Du  Bois 

Dunmore, 


John  Morrow,   I  Allegheny $3 

Francis  D.  Raub Allentown 1 

D.  S.  Keith, Altoona 1 

William  C.  Estler,   Ashland 1 

Charles  J.  Boak Beaver  Falls 1 

Geo.  W.  Twitmyer Bethlehem 1 

John  S.  Keefer,  ]  Braddock 1 


E.  E.  Miller 

Louise  D.  Baggs 

John  A.  Gibson 

John  J.  Forbes 

S.  B.  Shearer,  

Samuel  Gelwix,  

Charles  F.  Foster 

S.  H.  Hoffman 

J.  Horace  Landis, 

A.  D.  Colegrove 

James  C.  Houser Danville 1 

W.  L.  Greene Du  Bois 1 

E.  D.  Bovard,    Dunmore 


Bradford 2 

Bristol 

Butler 1 

Carbondale 1 

Carlisle,    1 

Chambersburg,   .  .  1 

Chester,    1 

Columbia 1 

Conshohocken.   .  .  1 

Corry 1 


,000  00 
,500  00 
,800  00 
,200  00 
.600  00 
,700  00 
,600  00 
,000  00 
800  00 
,200  00 
,350  00 
,200  00 
,000  00 
,800  00 
,500  00 
,200  00 
,500  00 
,233  33 
,000  00 
200  00 
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Postoffice. 


Salary. 


(Lu- 


(L,u- 


Easton 

Erie 

P'oster  township 
zerne  co. ),  . . . 

Franklin,   

Greensburg 

Harrisburg,  .... 

Hazleton,  

Hazle    township 
zerne  co.), 

Homestead,  

Huntingdon,  

Johnstown ! 

Lancaster 1 

Lebanon, 

Lock  Haven 

Lower  Merion  twp., 
(Montg'ry  co.) 

McKeesport,   

Mahanoy  City, 

Mahanoy  township, 
(Schuylkill  county), 

Meadville 

Middletown 

Mifflin  township,  (Al- 
legheny CO.) 

Milton 

Mount  Carmel 

Nanticoke, 

New  Brighton 

New  Castle 

Newport  township, 
(Luzerne  co.) 

Norristown 

North  Huntingdon 
township,  (West- 
moreland county),.. 

Oil  City 

Philadelphia 

Phoenixville 

Pittsburgh 

Pottstown 

Pottsville 

Radnor  township, 

(Delaware  county),. 

Reading,    

Scranton 

Shamokin 


William  W.  Cottingham, . .  \  Easton $2,000  00 

H.  C.  Missimer,  ;  Erie 3,000  00 


Joseph  B.  Gabrio, 
N.  P.  Kinsley,  . . . 

A.  M.  Wyant,  

Lemuel  0.  Foose, 
David  A.  Harman, 


John  J.  Mulhall, 
John  C.  Kendall, 
Kimber  Cleaver, 
J.  M.  Berkey,  . . 
R.  K.  Buehrle,  . 
Cyrus  Boger,  .  . 
John  A.  Robb,  . 


J.  I.  Robb 

H.  F.  Brooks 

William  N.  Ehrhart. 


Frank  J.  Noonan,  . . 
Henry  V.  Hotchkiss, 
H.  H.  Weber 


J.  M.  Reed,  

Lewis  A.  Beardsley, 
Samuel  H.  Dean,  . . . 
John  W.  Griffiths,   . 

J.  B.  Richey, 

J.  W.  Canon 


James  A.  Dewey,  . . 
Joseph  K.  Gotwals. 


Hazleton 1,000  Oij 

Franklin 1,800  00 

Greensburg,  1,500  00 

Harrisburg,   2,000  00 

Hazleton •  1,800  00 

Hazleton 1,.500  00 

Homestead 1,600  00 

Huntingdon 1,200  00 

Johnstown,    2,000  00 

Lancaster,    2,000  00 

Lebanon 1,200  00 

Lock  Haven 1,100  00 

Bryn  Mawr 1,200  00 

McKeesport 1,800  00 

Mahanoy  City,   . .  1.650  00 

St.  Nicholas 1,500  00 

Meadville 1,800  00 

Middletown 1,050  00 

Dravosburg 1,600  00 

Milton 1,500  00 

Mount  Carmel,  . .  1,350  00 

Nanticoke,   1,500  00 

New  Brighton,  . .  1,500  00 

New  Castle 1.800  00 

Wanamie 1.500  OO 

Norristown 1.800  00 


O.  H.  Warnock Larimer,   1.050  00 

C.  A.  Babcock, 1  Oil  City,   2,000  00 

Edward  Brooks '  Philadelphia, 5,000  00 

Harry  F.  Leister Phoenixville, 1,300  00 

George  J.   Luckey Pittsburgh 4,000  00 

William  W.  Rupert Pottstown 1,500  00 

B.  F.  Patterson j  Pottsville 2,000  00 

George  H.  Wilson Wayne 1,500  00 

Ebenezer  Mackey '  Reading 2,500  00 

Geo.  Howell '  Scranton 2.500  00 

William  F.  Harpel, Shamokin 1,800  00 
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City,  Borough 
or  Township. 

Name. 

Postoffice. 

Salary. 

Sharon               

James  A.  McLaughry 

J.  W.  Cooper 

Owen  R   Wilt 

Sharon,    

$1,500  00 

Shenandoah 

Shenandoah,  .... 

1.800  00 

South    Bethlehem    .    . 

South  Bethlehem,     1,200  00 

South  Chester, 

South  fc/aston   

J.  C.  Hockenberry 

A.  J.  LaBarre 

Thurlow 1,050  00 

South    Easton,...     1,100  00 

Steelton, 

L.  E.  McGinnes 

C.  D.  Oberdorf 

R.  F.  Ditchburn, 

Henry  Pease,  

C.  E.  Kauffman,  

Lee  Smith, 

Steelton 1,500  00 

Sunbury, 

Sunbury, 1,200  00 

Tamaqua     

Tamaqua,   ;    1,300  00 

Titusville 

Tyrone      

Titusville,    ']    2,000  00 

Tyrone,   1,400  00 

Uniontown,    1,300  00 

West  Chester      

Addison  Jones,   

West  Chester,  . . .     1,800  00 

Wilkes-Barre,  

Williamsport, 

York     

James  M.  Coughlin, 

Charles  Lose,  

Wilkes-Barre,  . . .     2,800  00 
Williamsport,  ...     1,800  00 
York,   1.800  00 

Atreus  Wanner,   

Official  Document, 
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INDKX. 


REPORTS    BY    COUNTIES. 


Adams,     

Allegheny,    . . 
Armstrong,    . 

Beaver,    

Bedford,    .... 

Berks 

Blair,     

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler,    

Cambria 

Cameron,    . . . . 

Carbon,    

Centre,     

Chester,     

Clarion 

Clearfield,     . . , 

Clinton 

Columbia,  . . , 
Crawford,  . . , 
Cumberland, 

Dauphin 

Delaware,     . . . 

Elk,    

Erie,    

Fayette 

Forest,    

Franklin,    .... 

Fulton 

Greene,    

Huntingdon, 

Indiana 

Jefferson, 

Juniata 

Lackawanna, 
Lancaster,    . . 
Lawrence,    . . , 
Lebanon,    . . . . 

Lehigh,    

Luzerne 

Lycoming,    . . 


Written.  SU 

itistical. 

1 

288 

5 

292 

7 

304 

9 

310 

11 

316 

14 

322 

18 

330 

19 

334 

22 

342 

24 

348 

25 

354 

28 

362 

29 

364 

31 

368 

34 

372 

36 

380 

39 

384 

41 

392 

43 

396 

46 

400 

46 

408 

49 

412 

53 

416 

55 

422 

58 

424 

59 

428 

62 

4.34 

64 

436 

68 

440 

70 

442 

72 

446 

73 

452 

74 

456. 

76 

460 

78 

464 

80 

468 

84 

476 

89 

480 

93 

484 

95 

488 

98 

496 

(  665  ) 
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Written.     Statistical. 

McKean 100  504 

Mercer 101  508 

Mifflin 101'  514 

Monroe 105  516 

Montgomery,    107  520 

Montour 110  528 

Northampton Ill  530 

Northumberland 114  .  534 

Perry 117  538 

Pike 119  542 

Potter 121  544 

Schuylkill 122  548 

Snyder 128  556 

Somerset 131  560 

Sullivan 133  566 

Susquehanna 136  568 

Tiog-a 139  574 

Union 142  580 

Venango 144  584 

Warren 145  588 

Washington 147  592 

Wayne 152  600 

Westmoreland 154  604 

Wyoming 157  612 

York,    161  616 


WRITTEN   REPORTS  OF  CITIES.  BOROUGHS  AND  TOWNSHIPS. 

Page. 

Allegheny 167 

Allentown 168 

Altoona 169 

Ashland 170 

Beaver  Falls 171 

Bethlehem 174 

Braddock 175 

Bradford, 177 

Bristol 178 

Butler 179 

Carbondale 180 

Carlisle 182 

Chambershurg 186 

Chester,     187 

Columbia 1S7 

Conshohocken 189 

Corry,    192 

Danville,    194 

DuBois 197 

Easton 199 

Erie 200 

Foster    township 203 

Franklin 204 
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_  Page. 

Harrisbuig 208 

Hazleton 208 

Hazle    township 208 

Homestead 210 

Huntingdon 210 

Johnstown, 21.'5 

Lancaster,    215 

Lebanon 216 

Lock  Haven,    217 

Lower  Merion  township 218 

McKeesport 219 

Mahanoy    City,     220 

Mahanoy  township 222 

Meadville 223 

Middletown 224 

Mifflin    township 225 

Milton,    227 

Mount  Carmel 228 

Nanticoke 229 

New  Brighton 229 

New  Castle 230 

Newport    township 2.33 

Norristown 233 

North  Huntingdon  township 235 

Oil   City 236 

Phoenixville, 238 

Pittsburgh 240 

Pottstown,    240 

Pottsville 241 

Reading 242 

Scranton,    244 

Shamokin,    245 

Sharon,    247 

Shenandoah,   248 

South    Bethlehem 249 

South  Chester 251 

South    Easton 253 

Steelton 254 

Sunbury 255 

Tamaqua,   256 

Titusville,     258 

Tyrone,    258 

Unlontown,    259 

West    Chester 260 

Wilkes-Barre 262 

Williamsport 264 

York 265 

REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS  OF  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

West  Chester,    269 

Millersville 270 

Kutztown 271 

East   Sti-oudsburg 272 
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Page. 

Mansfield 273 

Bloomsburg,    275 

Shlppensburg 275 

Lock  Haven 277 

Indiana 278 

California 279 

Slippery  Rock, 281 

Edinboro 282 

Clarion 284 


Tabular  Statistical  Statement  by  Counties,   624 

Statistical  Statement  of  School  System  since  its  Establishment  under  the 

Law  of  1854 632 

Reports  of  High  Schools,  Length  of  Term  and  Branches  Taught,  636 

Pennsylvania  School  Officers 660 


Official  Document, 


No.  5. 


GENERAL  ALPHABETICAL  INDEX. 


Appropriation,  Special  and  Direct  to  State  Normal  Schools,  

Average  Length  of  School  Term  by  Counties 

Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Male  Teachers  by  Counties,  

Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties 

Cornplanter  Indian  School 

Distribution  of  State  Aid  to  Nornial  School  Students 

Educational  Institutions, 

Business  Colleges,  

Colleges    of    Pharmacy 
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